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mEODUCnOX TO THE ABBOT 


Fnov what U said m the Introduction to the 2r(masten/, it must 
necessarily be mferred that the Author considered that romance 
as somethmg very hke a failure. It is true, the booksdlers ^d 
not complain of the sale, because, unless on very fehcitous 
occasions, or on those which are equally the rererse, literary 
popularity is not gained or lost by a single pubhcation Leisure 
must be allowed for the tide both to flow and ebb But I was 
conscious that, in my situation, not to advance was m some 
degree to lecede, and being natnrally unwilhng to think that 
the principle of decay lay in myself, I was at least desirous to 
know of a certamly whether the degree of discountenance which 
1 had mcuired was now owing to an ill-managed story or an 
lU-chosen subject 

1 was never, I confess, one those who aie willmg to sup- 
pose the brams of an author to be a kind of milk, which will 
not stand above a smgle creaming, and who are eternally harp- 
mg to young authors to husband them efforts, and to he chary 
of their leputatioii, lest it grow hackneyed m the eyes of men. 
Perhaps I was, and have always been, the more mdifferent to 
the degiee of lunation m which I might he h^d as an author 
beoause I did not put so high a value as many others upon 
what IS termed literary reputation in the abstract, or at least 
upon the species of populanty which had fallen to my share; 
for though It were worse than affectation to deny that xny vaiuty 
was satisfied at my success In the departmijpt In which chance 
had m some measure enlisted mo, I was, nevertheless, far from. 
thmking that the novdist or romance-wntei stands high in tlie 
ranks of literatuic But I spare the re^cr farther egotism on 
this subject, as I have expressed my opinion very fully m the 
Introductory Epistle to the Fortmes qf Hftgd, and, although it 
ho mmposed in an itoa^ary cfaamcter, it is as dneere and 
candid as if it had been written 'without my gown and band.’ 
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In n void, vlicn I coii'-idoKKl im-'olf iih li/mitg been nn- 
biictc^srnl in the Jfonartitif, 1 was teinpto'l to tri wiiethei T 
could not rc'-loir, cscii at tlw iisli of lotatlj lo-iiiir, mj ^ 0 ' 
called n:]mtatioii bj a new Im/aKl 1 loftLid loiind iiij hbntii, 
and could not but obccnc (bat, fioni the ttriic of Clmiicci to 
Uial of 11} ran, the infVit popnlni authnr-> had bcin the luvit 
prolific Isicn the niistnich Jiiliii«on allowed that thoqiiahti 
of resdmess and profusion had n merit in itself, nulcpendcnt 
of the intniisio sahiu of the < ompositioti Tnlkiiif; of Ciiiitchin, 
I bchcic, who had little incut in Ins prejudiced i\cs, he 
allowed him that of fcitihty, with some such quidificatinii as 
this — 'A cnbajiple can bear but cmhs after all, but there 
IS n great difleiciirc iii fasmii of tint which l>cnrs a Inige 
ipiiintit} of fniit, howeser iiidificicnt, and that which produces 
only a few ' 

Ijooking nioic attonlnclj at the patriarchs of literature, 
whose caicci was ns long ns it was Inallmiit, I thought 1 
pciccncd that m the busj and pioloiigcd courbc of cvcrtion 
there wcic no doubt oecnsionni failures, but that still tlio&c 
who were fasoiintos of their ngc timmphed o\cr these mis- 
ciiinngos By the new ofloits which thoj iniule, then: errors 
were oblitciatcsl, the} liecnuic identified with the literature of 
their coiintiy, and nftci basing long icccis’cd law from the 
critics, came ni sonic dcgicc to impose it And when such ii 
wntci was nt kiigUi culled from the scene, his death first made 
tho public sensible whnl a large slmic he had occupied in their 
attention I recollected n passage in Gnmm’s Ccricytondmcr, 
that, while the \uic\hauslcd Voltniic sent forth tract nftci 
tract, to tho scry dose of a long life, the first impicssion made 
by each as it appeared was tlint it was infcnoi to its pre- 
decessors— an opinion adopted from tho general idea that the 
I’atiiaidi of Fcinoj must nt last find tho point from which he 
was to decline But the ojiiiuon of the jinblic finally ranked 
\vi. Wt. ei V^tiKKw’Si £i«ivs wn \V® woi® tocAsng 

with those which had fomcily cliamcd the French nation 
Tlic mforoDCO fionj this and vimilnr facts seemed to me to be 
that new works weio often judged of by the jniblic, not so 
much from then own intimsio ment, as from cxtiuisic ideas 
which rcndoi's luid picsrously foimcd with regard to them, and 
over which a writer might hope to tinimph bj jiaticuco and by 
oxcrtion There is a iisk lu the attempt 

If 1« fall in, good-night, oi sink oi swim 
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Bat this IS a chance incident to every hteiaiy attempt, and by 
vhich men of a eangume temper aie httle moved 
I may dfnstcate vhat I mean by fte feehngs of most men 
m travelhi^ If ire have fbnnd any stage parbcnlarly tedious 
or in an especial degree mteiestmg, particularly short oi mnch 
longei than vre especied, our unc^i^ons aie so apt to exag- 
gerate the ongmel unpresston that, on repeating the journey, 
ve usually M that ire hare considerably overrated the pre- 
dormnatmg quahfy, and the road appears to be duller or more 
pleasimt^ A^et or mote tedious, thm ahat ire expected, and, 
consequently, than 'vhat IS the actual case It requites a thud 
01 fourth joumey to enable us to form an accurate judgment of 
its beauty, its length, or its other attributes 
In the same manner, tie pnbhc, judging of anesr vaik, srhich 
It leoeives pethaps uith httle e^jiectation, if surpns^ mto 
applause, becomes very often ecstatic, gives a great deal mne 
appiobafacn than is due, and elevates the child of its immediate 
favoni to a tank vhich, as it affects the author, it is equally 
difficult to keep and painful to lose If, on this occasion, the 
authm trembles at the height to which he is raised, and becomes 
afiaid of the shadow of his own renown, he may mdeed letire 
fiom the lottery uiti the pnse which he has drawn, bufi m 
future ages, his nonoor will be only m proportion to his laboius 
If, on the contrary, he rushes agam mto the lists, he is sore to 
he judged with seventy proportioned to the former favour of 
the pubhc If he be ^nnt^ a had reception on this second 

occasion, he may agam become a strangei to the oiena 1 % on 
the contiaiy, he can keep his ground, and stand the shutie- 
cook’s fete, of bemg struii up and do^ he will mobably, at 
length, hold with some certamiy the level m pnbhc cpmion 
which he may ho found to desenc, and he may peiiaps boast 
of arrestmg lie general attention, m the same manner as tie 


of Senile for wed!% mon^ or yeate, tiat is, foi as long as the 
wind shall umfonnly blow from one quarter. To this d^reo 
of populan^ the Antior had the hardihood to o^iro, while, 
in order to attam it, he asaumed the darmg resolution to keep 
huuself in the new of the pubhc by frequent appearances 


greater courage to renew hrs r..._.^ — ^ ^ 

an advantage similar to that which Jaofc the Giant-killor re- 
ceiicd from his coat of darkness In sending the ASte forth 
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so soon nftci the 2Im<uttiy, he hnd used the Mcll-knoMn prno- 
tice recommended Baasaiiio 

In mj school-days, nhen I had lost one shaft, 

I shot another of the self-same 

The self-same tray, nith moK odsiscd iratch, 

lo find tlie other forth 

And, to contuiue the simile, his diafts, like those of the Lesser 
Ajat, Yiere discharged moie icadily that the aichci iias ns inac- 
cessible to criticism, personally speaking, ns the Grecian aichcr 
under his biothei's set enfold shield 

^ould the loader dcsiio to knou upon uhat pimciplcs the 
Alibot uns expected to amend the foitune of the Monastoy, I 
hnxe fii-st to icquest his attention to the Intioductoiy Epistle 
addicssed to the imnginnty Captain Clutteibuck — a mode by 
iihich, like his piedccessors in this unlk of fiction, tlic real 
Antlior makes one of his diamaUt pa tome the means of com- 
municating his oiin sentiments to the public, somenhat more 
nrtihcinily than by a dncct addicss to tlie icadei's A pleasing 
Ftcncli untoi of faiiy talcs, Monsieur Pnjon, author of Uie IJts- 
(otyot Pi inee My, has set a diveitmg osnmplo of the same 
innchinciy, -nhcic ho mtioduccs tlie picsiding Genius of the land 
of Romance conversing uith one of the peisonngcs of the talc 
In this Iiitroduotoiy Epistli^ tlie Autlioi commnmc.itc^ in 
conhdcncc, to Oaptnin Clutteibuck his sense tlmt the IVlnto 
Lady had not met the taste of the times, and his icnson foi 
uithdiauing hei fiom the scone Tlio Author did not deem it 
equally iiecossaiy to be candid icspccting anoUicr altcnition 
The 2 f mattery uas designed, at first, to Time contciincd some 
supcniaturol agency, aiisiiig out of the fact Umt Mohoso had 
licon the place of deposit of tlic gicat Robert Bi nee’s lieait 
The u liter shiunk, liouciei, fiom filling up, in this jiniticnlnr, 
the sketch as it uas oiiginallx traced , nor did he Tcntiiic to 
resume, in the continuation, the subject uhich ho had left un- 
attempted in the niigiiial uoik Tims, tlic incident of the 
discOYCij of the hcait, uhich occupies the gicatcr jMit of the 
Intiodiiction to i\\^2romitny, is a mjstciy uiincces^aiily intio- 
ducc<i, and uhicli icimiins at list xciy impcrfoctlr explained 
In lhisp.iiticulni, luas happy to Bhioiid imsolfbj the example 
of the author of CaH ^riUmms, uho iiciei condcsionds to in- 
form ua of the actual contents of that iism sliest uhich innkes 
smh a figure in his intcicstiiig work, and giics the name lo tlr. 
Colinan’s drams 
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The public had some claim to inquire into this mattei, but 
it seemed indi£Feieiit policy in the Author to give the explana- 
tion For, \rliatevei praise may be due to the ingenuity which 
brmgs to a general combmation all the loose thie^ of a narra- 
tive, like the knitter at the finishing of her stocking, I am 
greatly deceived if in many cases a superior advantage is not 
attained by the air of leality which the deficiency of esplanor 
lion attaches to a uoik wntten on a diifbient system In lifo 
itself, many things befall every mortal of which the mdividual 
never knows the real canse oi migm , and wore we to point out 
the most moiked distinction between a leal and a fictitious 


narrative, we would say, that the former, in lefeience to the 
remote causes of the events it relates, is obsouie, doubtful, and 
mysteiious, wliereas, m the latter case, it is a pait of the 
authoi’s duty to affoid satisfactoi'y detaiis upon the causes of 
the separate events he has lecoidcd, and, m a word, to account 
for ovciythmg The leader, like Mungo in the Padloel, will 
not be satisfi^ with heaiuig what he is not made fully to com- 
prehend 


I omitted, therefore, in the Introduction to the Abbot, any 
attempt to oxpiam the previous stoiy oi to apologise for unin- 
telligibihty 

Heithei would it have been prudent to have endeavoured to 
proclaim, in the Iiitioduction to the Abbot, the real spimg by 
which I hoped it might attract a gieatei degree of inteicst eTinr i 
its immediate piedecessoi A taking title, or the announcement 
of a populai subject, is a leoipe for suoeess much in favour with 
^ksdlers, but which authors will not always find efficacious 
Tlie cause is worth a moment’s examination 

Theie occur m every country some peculiai historical chai- 
acters, w'hioli are, like a spell or charm, soveie^ to excite 
curiosity and attract attention, since eveiy one in the slightest 
dogice mtciested in the land which they belong to has heard 
much of tto, and longs to hear moio A talc tummg on the 
foitiuies of Alfied oi Elirabcth m England, or of Wallace or 
oruM m Scotland, is sure hy the veiy announcement to excite 
public cuiosity to a considorahlc degree, dhd ensure the pub- 
lisher a being rehoved of the greater pait of an impression, oven 
before the contents of the work are known. This is of the 
toat impoitance to the booksellei, who is at once, to use a 
te^u^ phrase, ‘biought home,’ all his outlay being repaid 

S 'i t'le anthoi, smee it cann^ bo 

«- 1K.1 tiuit we aio apt to feel least satisfied with the works of 
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Trlucli ire hare been induced, br titles and laudatoir adrernse- 
mcnts. to entertain exaggerated expectations The intention of 
the TTork has been anticipated, and misconceiTed or misrepre- 
sented. and although the difficultr of executing the itork 
agam reminds us of Hotspui's tesk of ,‘o'enral^g a current 
xoanng loud vet the adrenturer must look for more ridicule 
if he fads than applause if he executes his undertaking 

Xotvnthstandmg a irhich should make authors pause 
ere they adopt a theme 'uhich. exciting geueml nitercst and 
cunosity. is often tlie prepirative for di^ppomtment. yet it 
trould an injudicions relation vrhich ^ould deter the poet 
or painter from attempt!^ to introduce historical portraits 
merely from the difficulty of executing the task in a satisuictOTy 
mannOT Sometfamg must be trastetT to the generous impulse,- 
trhich often thrusts an artist upon feats of utich he knovrs the 
difficulty, urhile he trusts courage and exertion may afford the 
means of sunnounting it 

It is especially trhen he is senable of lining ground vith the 
pubhc that an author may be justified in nsmg vith address 
such selection of subject or title as is most likely to procure^ a 
rebeating. It iras with these feelings of hope and apprehension 
that I ventured to awaken in a work of fiction the memory of 
Queen ilarv, so interesting by her wit^ her beauty, her mis- 
fortunes, and the mystery whi^ still does, and probably always 
will, oveibang her histoiy In domg so, I was aware that 
fednie would be a conduave disaster so that my task was 
sometbmg like that of an enchanter who raises a qjmt over 
whom be is imcertnm of possessmg an effectual control . and I 
naturally paid attention to such prmciples of composition as I 
conceivrf were best suited to the historical novel 

£nough has been already said to evplam the pnipose of 
oomposiug the Ahhot The historical references are as usual, 
explained m the notes That which rdates to Queen Jti^s 
escape from Loddeven Castle m a more mmute account of umt 
lomnntic adventure than is to be found m the histones of the 
penod 
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ISTTEODUOTORY EPISTLE 

PPOJt 

THE AUTHOR OF WAVEHLET 

TO 

CAPTAIN CLUTTERBUCK, 

Of bis Uufsty’s — Eeoimesi of ISFisiBr 


Deab Cimn— 

I tun Sony to observe, by your last favoui, that you dis- 
approve of the numerous rrtrenchments and alterations which 
I have been under the necessity of making on the Manuscnpt 
of your fnend, the Benedictine, and I wiUmgly make yon the 
medium of apology to many who have honoured me mow than 
I deserve 

I admit that my retienohments have been numeiouE^ and 
leave gaps m the story, which, in your ongiiul manuscript) 
would have run welln^h to a fourth volume^ as my printer 
assures me I am sensibly besides, that) m consequence of the 
liberty of curtailment you have allowed me, some parts of the 
story have been huddled up without the necessary details 
But, after all, it is better that the travellers should have to 
step over a ditch than to wade through a morass that the 
r^er should have to suppose what may easily be mferred 
than be obliged to creep twugh pages of dull explanation 
I have struck out, for example, the whole machmery of the 
White Lady, and the poetry by which it 5s so ably snpported 
m the original manuscnpt But you must allow that the 


stitions which formed alternately the debght and the terror of 
our predecessors In like manner, much is omitted dlnstrative 
of the unpulse of enthusiasm m fovour of the anuent religion 
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m Mother Magdalen and the abbot But ve do not fed deep 
sympathy at tins penod nith ^^hat a as once the most powerhd 
and animating principle m Euiope, mth the exception of that 
of the Boformation, by irhich it nas successfully opposed 
You rightly obs^e that these rctienchmente have rendered 
tlie title no longer applicable to the Bubjeo 1 « and that some 
other uould have been mom suitable to the work m its present 
state than that of the abbot, xrho made so much greater figure 
111 the oiiginal, and foi whom your fnend, tlie Benedictme, 
seems to have inspired you with a sympathetic reqiect 1 
must plead guilty to this accusation, observmg, at '&e same 
time, in manner of extenuation, that though the objection 
might have boon easily removed by gvmg a new title to the 
woi^ yet, iiidomg sc^ I should have destroyed the necessary 
cohesion between the present history and its predecessor the 
J/onoitery, which I was unwilhng to do, as the penod and several 
of the personages were the same 

After all, my good fnend, it is of little consequence what 
the work is called, or on wtot mtcrest it turns, provided it 
catches the pubhc attention, for the quality of the win^ could 
we but ensure il» may, accorfing to the old proverb, render the 
bush unnecessary or of little consequence 

I congratulate you upon your having found it consistent 
with prudence to estabhsh your tilbury, and approve of the 
colour, and of jonr boy's livery (subdued green and pink) As 
you tdk of completing your dwonptive poem on the ifmins of 
Kmna/gyihmr, with Notea by an Aintngvony, I hope yon have 
procured a steady horse 

I remain, with comphmonts to all fnends, dear Captam, very 
much 

Yours, etc etc etc. 


Ths Aitehob of Watssutt 
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CHAPTER I 

Donum uunuil, ImoMfmt 

Akoteut Bomos Epitate 

She Iceepit close the hens, end baht at the qohele 

Gawaik DomAo 

The timo vhidh pasees ovei our heads so impeiceptibly makes 
the same gradual change m habits, manneis, and chaiaotei as m 
personal appeaiance At the leTOlutton of every five years ive 
find ourselves anothei, and yet the same . there is a oumge of 
views, and no less of the light in which wo legcrd them, a 
change of motives as well as of actions Neaily twice that 
space had ^ded away over the head of Halbert Glendinmng 
and his lady betwixt the penod of our foimer narrative, m 
which they played a distmguished part, and the date at wkch 
our piesent tale commences 

Two otrcumstanoes only had embittered their umon, which 
was otherwise os happy as mutual afifeotion could render it 
The first of these was mdeed tiie common calamity of Scotland, 
being the distracted state of that unhappy country, where 
every man’s swoid was directed against his neighbWs bosom 
Glendinnmg had proved what Muiray expected of him, a steady 
fnend, stiong in battle and wise in council, adhering to him, 
from motives of gratitude, m situations where by his own un- 
biassed will ho wonld eithei have stood neuter or have ]omed 
the opposite party Hence, when danger was near — and itwas 
seldom far distant— Su Halbeit Glendinnmg, for he now bore 
the rank of knighthood, was perpetually summoned to attend 
hiB patron on distant expeditions, or on petilons enterprises, or 
to assist him with his oounsel m the doubUnl mtngnes of a 
half-barhaiouB court He was thus fioquently, and for a long 
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space, absent from lus castle and from his lady, and to this 
ground of icgret e must add, that their union had not been 
blessed \irith ^ildren, to occupy the attention of the Lady of 
Avenel Yrhile she ivos thus dcpnvcd of her husband’s domestio 
society 

On such occasions she lived almost entirely secluded from 
the woild, irithm the noils of her paternal mansion Visiting 
amongst neighbours vrns a matter entirely out of the question, 
unless on occasions of solemn festival, and then it iras chiefly 
confined to near kmdred Of these the Lady of Avenel bad 
none who survived, and the domes of the uei^bourmg barons 
afiiected to legaid her less as the heiress of the house of 
Avend than as the wife of a peasant, the son of a ohuieh- 
vassal, imsed up to mushioom eminence by the capricious 
favour of Murray 

This pnde of ancestry, which rankled m the bosom of the 
^ ancient gentry, was more openly e^ressed by then ladies, and 
‘ was, moreovei, embittered not a litUe by the political feuds of 
the tim^ foi most of the Souihron chiefs were friends to the 
authority of the Queen, and very jealous of the power of 
Murray The Castle of Avenel was, therefore, on nil these 
accounts, as melancholy and solitary a residence for its lady 
as could well be imagined Still it bad the essential recom- 
mendation of great security The reader is ahoady aware that 
the fortress was bmlt upon an islet m a small lake, and was 
only accessible by a causeway, intersected by a double ditch, 
defended by two drawbndge^ so that, mthout mtilleiy, it 
might lu those days be consideied as impregnable It was only 
neeessaiy, therefore, to seoure against suipriBe, and the service 
of SIX aide men withm the castle was sufSoient for tliat purpose 
If moie sciious danger threatened, an ample gamson nos sup- 
plied by the male inhabitants of a little barmet which, undei 
the auspices of Halbeit Glendmniug^ hod ansen on a small 
piece of level ground, betuixt Uie lake and the hill, neaily 
adjoining to the spot where the causeway jomed the mainland 
The Lord of Avenel had found it an ea^ matter to prociue m- 
habitonta, os he yha not only a kind and beneficent over-loid, 
but well qualified, hath by bis erpeneiice in arms, his high 
choiacter fm wis^m and integnty, and his favour with the 
powerful Ekrl of Murray, to potoct and defend those who 
dwelt under his banner In leaving his caetle for any length 
of time, he had, therefore, the consolation to reflect that tins 
village afforded, on the slightest notice, a band of thirty stout 
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men, ivluoli vras moie tlmu sufficient for its defence , irhile the 
faints of the 'nllagexs, as uras usual on such occasions, fled to 
the recesses ot the mountams, drove their cattle to the same 
places ot shelter, and left the enemy to work then: will on their 
miserable cottars 

One guest my resided generally, if not constantly, at the 
Castle of Avenel This uas Henry Warden, who now felt him- 
self less able for the stormy task imposed on the Beforming 
clergy, and havmg by his given personal oflence to many 
of the leading nobles and chi^ did not consider himself as 
perfectly safe unless when withm the walls of the strong 
mansion of some assured friend He ceased not, however, to 
serve his cause as eagerly with his pen as he had formerly 
done with his tongue, and had engaged in a furious and 
acnmomous contest concormng the sacrifice of the moss, as it 
was termed, with the Abbot Enstatras, formerly the su^pnor 
of Hennaquhau Answers, leplie^ duplies, tnplies, quadruplies 
followed thick upon each o^er, and displayed, as la not unusual 
m controvert, fully as much zeal as Christian chanty The 
disputation very soon became as celebrated as that of John 
Enov and the Abbot of Crossraguel, lagi^ nearly as fiercely, 
and, for aught I know, the publications to which it gave rise 
may be as precious m the eyes of bibliographers * But the 
engtoasmg nature of his occupation render^ the theologian 
not the most interestmg companion for a sohtaiy female, and 
1 m grave, stem, and absorbed deportment, wluch seldom 
showed any mterest esoept m that which concerned his 
rahgions profession, made his piesence lathei add to than 
mmimsh the gloom which hung ovei the Castle of Avenel 
To snpenntend the tasks of numerous female domestics was 
tiie pram^ part of the lady’s daily employment, her smdle 
imd distatr, her Bible, and a solitary walk upon the Wtlemonts 
of too castle, or upon the causowray, or occasionally, but more 
reldom, npm toe banks of the httle lake, consumed toe rest of 
toe day But so groat was the msecunty of the period that, 
warn she vmtuied to extend her walk beyond the hamlet the 
wi^r on the wateh-tower -vras directed to keep a sharp look- 
out m every direction, and four or five men held themselves in 
Fulness to mount and sally forth from the castle on the 
slightest appearance of alarm 
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Th^ stood afi^uis at the castle^ when, after an absence of 
several weeks, the Knight of Avenel, which was now the title 
most negnently given to Sii Halbert Glendmnmg: was doily 
expected to return home Day after day, howevei, passed 
anay, and m letumed not Letters in those days aeie laiely 
'written, and the knight must have lesorted to a secietaiy to 
ev{m8S his intentions in that manner, besides, lutmcourse of 
all kmds was precarious and unsafe and no man caied to mvo 
any pubho intimation of the time and diicotion of a jouiuey, 
Binc^ if his loute vreie puhlioly known, it a as always likely ho 
might m that case meet with more enemies linn fiiends upon 
the load The pieoise day, theiefore^ of Sii Halbert’s return 
was not fixed, but that u hici his lad^s foud expectation had 
calculated upon in her own mind had long since passed, and 
hope delayed begim to make the hcoit sick 

it was upon the evening of a sultry siunmei’a day, uhen 
the sun was half-sunk behmd the distant western mountains of 
Liddesdale, tiat the lady 'took her solitary walk on the battle- 
ments of a range of buddings, which fmmed the front of the 
castle, where a fiat loof of fiagstones presented a hioad and 
convemont promenade The level smface of the lake, undis- 
tuihed except by the occasional dipping erf a tent-duck or 
coot, was gilded with the beams of the setting lumiuniy, and 
reflected, as if m a golden minor, the hiUs amongst w'hiob it 
lay embosomed The scene, otherwise so lonely, was occa- 
sionally enlivened by the voices of the ohildiou in the village, 
whioh, softened by distance, reached the ear of the Indy in hei 
solitaiy walk, or by the distant call of the herdsman, as lio 
guided hiB cattle fiom the glen m which they Irnd pnstuied all 
day, to place them in grcatoi scouiity foi the night, in the 
immediate vicinity of the ssllage Hie deep lowing of the 
cows seemed to demand the attendauco of the milk-nmidens, 
who, siiigmg shiilly and momly, stiolled fortli, each with hoi 
pail on hci head, to attend to tho duty of the cs enmg The 
Lady of Avonel looked and listened, tho sounds which she 
hcoid leminded ^oi of fonnci dayi^ 'when her most important 
employment, os well os hci greatest delight, was to assist Danic 
Gloiidiniiingaud Tibh Tacket m milking tho cows at Glendeoig 
The thought was fraught with melancholy 

‘IVbywas I not,’ she said, 'the peasant girl which in all 
men’s eyes I seemed to be ' Holbeit and I hi^ then spent our 
life peacefull'T in his nab\e glen, undisturbed by the phantoms 
either of fear or of ambition IIis greatest pndo had tlieii been 
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to show the fairest lierd m the halidome , his gieatest danger 
to lepel Bomo pilfering snatcher fiom ^e Bolder, and the 
utmost distance which would have divided us would have been 
the chase of some out-lying deer But, alas * irhot avails the 
blood which Halbert has shed, and the dangers which he 
encounters, to support a name and rank, dear to him because 
be has it fiom me, but which we shall nevei transmit to our 
postonty t With me the name of Avenel must oxpnc ’ 

She sighed as these reflections arose, and, looking towaids 
the sboie of the lake, hei eye was attiaeted by a gioup of 
children of vanous ages, assembled to see a little ship, con- 
structed by some village artist, perform its first voyage on the 
watei It was launched amid the shouts of tiny voices and the 
clappmg of little hands, and shot Iwavely foith on its voyage 
wi^ a fevouiing wind, which piomiacd to cany it to the othei 
side of the lake Some of the bigger boys lan lomid to receive 
and secure it on the fiuther shoic, trying then speed against 
each other as they sprung like young fawns along the shingly 
vcige of the lake The rest, foi whom such a ]oum^ seemed 
too arduous, remaiued watchmg the motions of the fauy vessel 
fiom the spot where it had been launched The sight of their 
sports pressed on the mind of the childless Lady of Avenel 
‘"Why aio none of those prattlers mmol' she continued, 
piusning the tenor of her melancholy reflections. ‘Their 
paients can scarce find them the coarsest food, and I, w'ho 
could nunc them in plenty — am doomed never to hear a child 
call me mother < ’ 


The thought snnk on her heart with a bitterness which 
resembled envy, so deeply is the desire of ofii^:^g implanted 
111 the female breast She pressed hei hands together as if she 
weie wringing them in the o\tromity of her desolate 
us one w horn Heaven had ivnttcn chddless A largo gtJnA.T nnd 
of the greyhound spooios approached at this moment, and, 
attracted ^baps by the gestuio, licked hei hands and picssed 
lii& iiugo head agauist them He obtained the desired caicss 
in rctiiin, but still the sad impicssion remained 

‘Wolf,’ she said, as if the animal could taw nndcistood hm 
complaints, 'thon art a noble and hcantifnl animal, but, alas < 
the low and aflcction that I long to bestow is of a qnahtv 
lughor than can fall to thy sliaio, though I love thoo much ’ 
And, ns if she were apologising to Wolf for withholdinn 
from Inni any port of her logard, she caressed his proud head 
and crest, while, looking m licr eyes, ho seemed to ask her 
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>Khnt she 'vranted, oi -nlint lie covtld do to Blvm lus attochmcTit 
At tlub moment a slinck of disttcss was heard on tlic shore, 
from tho playful group rvhich had been Intel}* so jovial Tho 
lady lookra, and kim iJie oausc irith great agony 

The little ship, the object of the children’s delighted atten- 
tion, bad stuck among some tufts of the plant nliich bears Uie 
v<itcr-hly, tluit marked a shoal in the lake about an arron-flight 
fiom the shoic A hardy littie bpj*, nho bad taken the lead 
111 the race round the inaigin of we lake, did not hesitate a 
moment to stiip off Ins 'nyhc-cont,’ pliuigo into the natei, and 
swim towards the object of their common solicitude Tlie first 
moiemoiitof the lady was to call ton help, but she observed 
that the bc^ swam strongly and fcnilcsdy, and as she saw that 
one 01 two villngcrs, who wcio distant spei^tors of the mciden^ 
seemed to gii c tliemselvos no uncasmess on his account, she 
supposed that he was accnstinncd to the ovcicise, and that 
there w.ia no dangoi. But wrhcthci, in swimming, the boy liad 
stiuok ills breast against a smikcn lock, oi w bother ho was 
suddenly taken with cramp, oi whotliei he had o\er-calciiIatcd 
Ins own strength, it so liappened tliat^ when he had disem- 
barrassed the little plajrthing fiom tho flags mwlnoli it was 
entangled, and sent it foiward on its course, he had senreo 
swam a few yaids m his way to tho shoic, when he raised lum- 
soll suddenly fiom tho water and screamed aloud, dapping his 
liands at the same tune wntii an o\piesBion of feai and pain 
TIio lAdy of Aioiiel, instantly taking tho alsrm, called 
hastily to tho attendants to get tho boat icady. But this was 
an affair of some time Tlic only boat permitted to be used 
on the lake was mooiodwithm tlic second outwluoh mtciscctcd 
tho ""Tinij and it was seioml minutes ore it could he unmoored 
and got undoi way Meantime, tlie Lady of Avond, widi 
agonising nnxiety, saw tliat tho efforts which the pool hoy 
imide to keep himself afloat weio now cvdianged for a faint 
struggling, which w cmld soon h.vve been over, hut for aid cq^ly 
prompt and nnhoped-for Wolf, who, liko some of 
spcoicB of grpyhonnd, was a piaotised water-dog, had miked 
the object of hei Rmaety, and, qnittiiig his mistiosss side, had 
sought the nearest point fiom which heconldwitli safely plunge 
into the lake With the wonderful mstinot which these noble 
have so often displayed m the like dronmstanccs, Im 
swam straight to the spot where lus assistance was «» muen 
wanted, and seizing die child’s under-dress in his montli, ho 
not Only kept him afloat, hut towed him towards tho causeway. 
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The boat^ having put off mth a couple of men, met the dog 
half-miy, and relieved him of hia burden They landed on the 
cansevay, dose the gate of the castle, inth their yet lifdess 
charge, and vrere there met by the Lady of Avcncl, attended 
1^ one or tiro of her maidens, eagerly iraitmg to admimster 
Bssistanoe to the suffeier 

He iras home mto the castle, deposited upon a bed, and 
every mode of recovery resorted to uhich the knoirlcdge of 
the times^ and the skill of Henry Warden, vrho professed some 
medical science, could dictate For some tune it iras all m 
vam, and the lady iratched mth unspeakable earnestness the 
pallid countenance of the heautiful child He seemed about 
ten years old His dress iras of the meanest sort , but his long 
curled hair, and the noble cast of his features, partook not of 
that poverty of appearance The proudest noUe m RMAlan d 
might have been yet prouder could he have called that child 
his heir While, with breathless anxiety, the Lady of Avenel 
gaaed on his ircll-formed and e^ressive features^ a sli^t shade 
of colour returned gradually to the cheek, suspended anima- 
tion became restored by degrees, the child sighed deeply, opened 
hiB eyes, irhich to the human countenance produces the effect 
of light upon the natural landscape, stretched his arms txnraids 
the lady, and muttered the word ‘Mother ’—that epithet of all 
others nhich is dearest to the female car. 

‘God, madam,’ said the preacher, ‘has lestored the child to 
ytrai vnshes, it must he yours so to bnng him up that be 
may not one day irish that he had perished in his innocence ’ 

‘It shall he my charge' said the lady , and again thromng 
her amis around the hoy, she overwhelmed him witt Tn«fsi»» 
md catemes, so much was die agitated by the terror nriring 
from the danger m which he had been luat placed, and by iov 
at his unexpected deliverance 

‘But you ate not my mother,’ said the boy, recovering his 
r^Uection, and endeavouring, though faintly, to escape &om 
the calces of the lady of Avenel — ‘you are not my mother 
Alas ' I Imo no mother— only I have dreamt that I had one ’ 
I will lem the drew for you, my lovr^’aanswered the Lady 
of .^uel, ‘and I will be myself your mother. Surely God 
has heard my^hes, and m His own marvdlous mamiCT hath 
sent me an object on which my affections may expand them- 
solTM ShelookedtowardsWardenasshespoke 'fliepieacher 
h^ttoted what he should reply to a burst of pasrionate 
which, perhaps, seemed to him more enthusiastic than the otca- 
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liion demanded In tlio meanwhile, the kige staghoiind, Wolf, 
which, diipping wet as he was, had followm his imsttew into 
the apartment, and hod sate by tlie bedside, a patient and quiet 
spectatoi of all tlio mc<ins used foi resuscitation of tlie being 
whom he had picserved, now became impatient of icmaimng 
any longei unnoticed, and began to whine and fawn upon the 
lady with his gicat lou^ jians 

'Yes,’ she said, ‘good Wolf, and you shall bo remembered 
also foi yom day’s woik , and I will think the more of yon for 
having pieseived the life of a crcatuio so beautiful ' 

But Wolf was not qmte satisfied with the shaie of attention 
which he thus attiaot^ he persisted in whinmg and pawing 
upon his mistress, his caresses lendeied still moio troublesome 
by his long shaggy hair being so much and thorouglily w'Ctted, 
till she desiied one of the domestics, with whom he was familial, 
to call the animal out of the apoitment Wolf lesisted every 
invitation to this purpose, until his mistress positively com- 
manded him to he gone, in an oiigiy tone, when, tuiumg 
towards tlie bed on winch the boy still lay, half-awake to 
sensation, lialf-diowned in the meanders of a fluctuatmg 
dehnum, ho utteied a deep and savage giowl, curled np hw 
nose and lips, showing his full lonm of white and shaipeiicd 
teeth, which might ha^e matched those of an actual wolf, and 
thou, tiuning lound, sullenly followed the domestic ont of llic 
apartment 

‘It 18 wngulai,’ said the lady, addiessmg Waiden, ‘tlio 
animal is not only so good-natured to all, but so partionlaily 
fond of cluldien ^Vhat can ail him at the little fdlow whoso 


life he has saved 1 ’ 

'Dogs,' rolled the pieachci, ‘bio but too like the human 
race in their foibles, though then instinct be less cmng tliao 
the icason of poor mortal man when idying upon his own 
unassisted powers Jealousy, my good lady, is a passion not 
unknown to them, and they often evince li, not only witti 
lespeot to the piofcreiicos w hioh they see given by then mahtera 
to mdmdnals of their own species, bnt even when then nv.ds 
aie ohildien Tow have caicssed ^at child much and^eageilj', 
and the dog considers himself ns a discarded favouiite ’ 

‘It IS a stiange instinct,’ said the lady, ‘and from the 
gravity w ith which you mention ilv my i evoreod fi lend, I 
almost say that you supposed this singnlai jealousy m my 
favounto. Wolf, was not only weU founded hut justifiable 
But peihaps jou speak lu jestf’ 
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'I seldom ]est,’ aBB\rcTcd the preachoi , ‘ life was not lent to 
us to 1)0 expended m that idle mirth 'ahich lescmhles the 
crackhng of thorns under the pot I irould only hare you 
deme, if it so please you, this lesson from uhat I hare said, 
that the hest of om fedings, irhen indulged to excess, may 
give pain to others There is hut one in u-hich vre may mdulge 
to the utmost limit of vehemence of uhich our bosom is capable, 
secure that excess cannot exist in the greatest mtensity to 
uhioh it can be excited I mean the love of oui ^laker ' 

‘Surely,’ said the Lady of Avenel, ‘we arc commanded by 
the same authonfy to love oui neighbour!’ 

‘Ay, madam,’ said Warden, ‘Imt our love to God is to he 
unbounded , wo ore to love Him uith our whole heart, our 
whole soul, and our whole strength The love which the 
precept commands us to heat to oar neighbour has affixed to 
It a direct hmit and qualification * we are to lot e our neighbour 
as ourself , as it is elsewhere explained by the great command- 
ment, that we must do unto him as we would that he should 
do unto ns Here there is a limit and a bound even to the 
most praiseworthy of onr affections, so far as thej* arc turned 
upon suhlunaiy and terrestrial objects We aie to lender to 
our noighboui, whatever he his tank oi degree, that correspond- 
ing poition of affection with which we could rationally expect 
wo should ourselves he regarded by those standing m the same 
relation to us Hence, neither husband nor wife^ neithci son 
nor daughter, neithei fnend nor relation, aic lawfully to he 
made the objects of our idolatry The Lord our God is a 
j^ous God, and will not fflidurc that we bestow' on the creature 
TOat extremity of devotioa which He who made us demands as 
His own sliare I say to you, lady, that even m the fairest 
and purest and most honourable feelmgs of our natuie there 
ffi that original taint of sm which ought to make us pause and 
hesitate ere w e indulge tliem to excess ’ 

‘I understand not this, reverend so-,’ said the lady, ‘nor 
do I guess what I can have now said or done to draw down on 
which has something a taste of lepreof ’ 
Irfidy, said Waideii, ‘I crave your paiQon if I have uigcd 
augit beyond the limits of my duty But considei whether, 
in the sacred pionusc to ho not only a protectress hut a mothei 
to tins poor child, your purpose may meet the wishes of the 
noble knight your husband The fondness which you have 
lavMhed on the unfoitunate, and, 1 own, most loiely, child has 
met iiomcching like arcpioof iii the hearing of your household 
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(Inj; T>is|iivih> unt juur nnltli; Mtn, n'<s nt 

•iiiinvits arc jctlnu'! of the aflcct'onvof thnsc t!«>\ io\c* 

‘This IS too much, n*\crend Mr,' mi<I the IjaiU «f Ascui'l, 
^ath otToiidod ‘You ha\c liecn IiMiir our jjaicst, aiKl hase 
n'om'd from the Knielit of A\cnel anil iiij*<olf (hit honour 
•ukI rt'nriml which ^our chnricter ainl jirofc-i^ion «■« jiisth 
(lemaiKl Hut I .iiu s'ct to leani that ne Imm> at mi^ tiiiio 
nuthon'cd joiir iiitorfcrvni e in om hiiuilr nmiif'ciniiitv, or 
jthcdl you .IS a jiidfrc of oiirconiiiiot tnnaKls nch other 1 
jinis this ni.i\ he forlmnie in future' 

‘ Lnih,’ rephcsl the jneaclier, with the Wihlness ]iccuhir tii 
the ilcryi of his jieMi.ssion at tliat tunc, ‘when jon wt it) of 
iii\ iiiluinmtions when I see that my serritcH ntc no Imiirir 
iicccpt.ih1c to sou and the iiohiu kiui;iit soitt hush.uid, 1 htinll 
kiior tliat ms Mas^>r « ills me no longer to ■ilcdc here ; .iiid, 
prisiiijr for aomtiiiimiHc of llis best hlesMiips on sour fuimts. 
I will then, were the hcison the depth of v inter, anrl tin hour 
midni|tht, walk out on jnndcr waste, and trisel forth through 
these wild iiinimtaiiis, a?, lonels and imnnhsl, thniiph far inon 
helpless, than whin 1 first mil jonr hiishiiid in the isllci of 
tHeiidc'irjr But while I reiium hen, I will not s"e ymi pt 
fmm the inie}iath no, not a liniri> 13s sdf h, withmil ni*ku«; the 
old nuiii's soKC <iik1 rcnionstinnrc hr sni ’ 

‘ N'lij, lint,' said the ludj, wlio Imth lostvl mid hnj«'tt<wl the 
fjiKvl iivtti, tlioiifili sometini«*s a little o*lu’id«l at what she»o,i 
ecisid to is* an exul>eniul degree of resl, *wre will not (urt I hit 
s .as. Ills jj»»l fnend lYoiiieii ms’ ipink and Insts in th'ir 
fivlimrs. hut, liohrse me, iiij widii. and iiis pnriri'-e> tow.iris 
this »hiM are nieh as Iwth ms liu»Kiiid and son will nppros* o'. 

'I he t itn-'i HI in Imwnl, iind ia*tre.st>sl l» his o m apartne nl 
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How steadfastly ho fix’d his eyes on mo — 

His daik i^ea winuig tlmonga for^tten tears — 

Then stietoh'd hu little aims, ana call'd me mother < 

'What could 1 do * 1 took the banthng home , 

I conld not tell the imp he had no mother 

OmntSaal 

Whbji "Warden had left the apaitment, the Lady of Aveuel gave 
way to the fedings of tendemesa which the sight of the hoy, 
hia sudden dangei, and his recent escape had inspired , and no 
longei awed hy thesteinhess, as she deemed it, of the pieacher, 
heaped with caicssos the lovely and interesting child He was 
now ra some measure recSvetikl from the consequences of his 
accident, and received passively, though not wi&out wonder, 
the tokens of kindness with uhich he was thus loaded The 
face of the lady was strange to hnn, and hei dress different and 
far moic sumptuous than any he lemcmheied But the boy 
was naturally of on undaunted tempei , and indeed childien 
are gonoially acute ph^ognomists, and not only pleased by 
tliat which IS heantfful in itself, but peculiarly quick m dis- 
tinguishing and icplying to the attentions of those who really 
love them If they see a person in company, though a perfect 
stranger, who is by nature fond of children, the httle unps seem 
to discover it hy a sort of freemasoniy, while the awkward 
attempts of those who make advances to them for the puipose 
of lecommendmg themselves to the parents usually fad m 
attiacting their lecipiocal attention The little hoy, ^eiefoie, 
appeared in some degree sensible of the la^s caaesse^ and it 
was with difficulty she withdrew herself from his pdlow to 
afford him Imsuie for necessary repose 

'To whom belongs oiu little lesoued vailetl’ was tJic first 
question which the Lady of Aveuel put to her handmaiden 
Lilias, when they had letiiod to the ball 

‘ To an old woman m the hamlet,’ said Ldios, * who is even 
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no^\ corns so foi os the poitci’s lodge to inquire concerning hie 
bafety Is it your ploesuie that she he admitted ?’ 

' Is it my pleasure i' said the Lady of Avenol, cclioing the 
question uith n stiong accent of displeasuie and suipnse , 'can 
yon make any donht of itf 'What 11011180 hut must pty the 
■igony of the mothoi iihoso heait is throbbing foi the safe^ of 
<i child so lovely < ’ 

‘ Na^', hut, madam,’ said Lilias, ‘ thisiroman is too old to ho 
the mothci of the child , I latiicr think she must he Ins grand- 
mothci, 01 some moie distant relation ' 

'Be she ulio she 11111, Lilias,' icplied the lady, ‘she must 
have an nohmg heaib olule the safety of a cicatmc so lovely is 
uncertain instantly and hi mg hoi hither Besides, 1 
Mould Milhngly Icam something concerning his hiith ’ 

Lilias left the hall, and piescntly after nards letumed, 
usheimg in a tall female veiy poorly diessed, yet vith moio 
pietension to decency and cleanliness tluin vros usually com- 
hined M ith such coarse gaiments Tlio Lady of Avondl knew 
liei figiiie the instant she presented horself It was the fashion 
of the fomily that, upon omy Sibhath, and on two evenings 
m tlie week hosidos, Homy Waiden pleached oi lectnied m the 
chapel at the castle Tlio extension ^ the Protestant faiiJi was. 


the Knight of Avouel The inh^itohts of the village weio 
theiefoio invited to attend upon the instinotions of Henry 
lY^aiden, and mauy of them weie speedily won to the dootnne 
which their master and proteotoi approved Those seimon^ 
homilies, and Icotuies had made a great impression on the mind 
of the Abbot Eustace, 01 Bustatius, and woie a sufficient spur 
to the seventy and sharpness of his controverw with his old 
felloiv-collegiato, and, ere Queen Moiy was dethroned, imd 
while the Cathohes still had consideiahlo anihoiily m toe 
Boidci provinces, he more than once threatened to levy his 
vassals, and assail and loiel with the eoith that stionghoW of 
heiesy, the Costlo of Av'onol But notw ithstwiding toe abbot's 

impotent resentment, and notwithstanding also toe diMitoa- 

tion of the country to favour too new loligion, pmy Waidm 

proceeded wuthout lemission in his laboius, ^d made we^ y 

TOuveits from the faith of Home to that of the 

AmoiOTt those who gave most earnest 

on 1 ^ ministry was the agto woman, 

otherwise too remarkable to be forgotten, the lady had of 1 ^ 

observed frequently as bemg conspicuous amongst toe little 
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andience. She had indeed moio than once desiied to know 
who that stately-lookiug in Oman was, nhose appeaiancc \ias bO 
much above the poverty of hci vestments. But the icply had 
al\iays been that she was an Englishwoman) who was tanying 
fm a season at the hamlet, and that no one knoa more con- 
cermug her She now asked hei aftw hm name and burth. 

'Magdalen Giarnie is my name,' said the woman, ‘I oome 
of the Grssmcs of HeathoigiU, in Nicol h^orest, a people of 
ancient blood.’ 

'And what moke you,’ coutmned tiie lady, ‘so far distant 
fiomyoui hornet* 

‘ 1 have no home,’ said Magdalen Gncme ‘ it wras burnt by 
yout Bordei iidett, , my husband and my son were skm , theie 
lb not a drop’s Uo^ left in the veins of any one which is of 
kin to mine ’ 

‘ That IB no uncommon fate m these wild times, and m this 
unsettled land,’ said the lady , 'the Enghidi hands have been 
as deeply dyed m oui blood as evei those of Scotsmen liave 
been in yoms ’ 

' You have n^t to say it, lady,’ answered Magdalen Gimme , 
'for men ttOl of a time when this castle was not stiong enough 
to save your father’s life, m to afford youi mother and Imi 
infant a place of refuge. And why ask yo m^ tlien, wheiefoie 
1 eU not in zoino o\i n homoy and with mine own people t ^ 

‘It was mdeed an idle question,* answered the lady, 'where 
misery so often makes waudeiers , but wheiefoie take refuee in 
a hostile counUyV 

'Myneighboira were Popish and mass-mongers,’ said the 
Md woman ; ‘it has pleased Heaven to give me a cleoier sight 
(» the Gospel, and I have tamed hcie to enjoy the imnistry 
of thrt w^y man Henry Warden, who, to the piaise and 
comfort of many, teaoheth the Evangel in truth and m 
Bincenly ’ 

|Are you poort’ agam demanded the Lady of AveneK 
woma^ of no one,’ answered the Englisli- 


“• inimneifof the woman was, 

if not disrespectful, at least much less than graoioua ; and she 
appei^ to give no encouragement to fartlier commumoation. 
tno lAdy of Avenel renewed the conversation ou a different 

ropic* t 

placet * ** ™ which your hoy has been 
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* I have, lady, and Im by an cspccuil piondonco he ■waST 
1 CHciicd from death Ma^ Heaven make him thankful, and me *’ 

* What Fclatioii do }ou heiu to himt' 

‘ I am hiB grandmother, lady, if it so please yon , the only 
I elation ho hath loft uixm earth to take ohoigc of him ’ 

* Tlic bnrdcn of his maiutcuanco most noccssanly be giievoiis 
to }oii III your deserted situation f* pursued the lady 

‘ I have eomplomcd of it to no one,’ said Magdalen Giteme, 
Mitli the same uitmosed, dty, and unconcerned tone of voice iii 
a Inch she had ansucicd all the foimcr questions 

*lf,’ said the Lady of Avcncl, ‘your grandchild could bo 
icccncd into a noble famil}', would it not advantage both him 


and you?’ 

' Received into a noble family ' ’ said the old \i Oman, draw mg 
herself up, and bending her brows until her forehead was 
niinklcd into a frown of unusual seventy, ‘and for what pm- 
pose, I piay ) ou ? — to bo my lady’s page, or my lord's iack>man, 
to Ciit broken \ic.tuali>, and contend with other menials for the 
remnants of the master’s meal? Would j-ou bare him to fan 
tlie flics fiom my lady’s face while she sleeps^ to cany her tram 
while she walks, to hand her trencher when she feed% to ndo 
before hoi on liorsoback, to walk after her on foot, to sing when 
she lists, and to bo silent when she bids?— a vwy weathercook, 
whn^, though funiishod in appearance with wings and plumage, 
ouiinot soar into the an— cannot fly fiom tlio spot whoie it is 
perched, but receives all its impulses, and performs all its revolu- 
tion^ obedient to tlio ohan^nl bicatli of a vam woman? 
AVhon the eagle of Holvollyii perohes on tlio towei of Lanoi- 
cost, and turns and changes his place to show how the wind sita, 
Roland Girome shall bo what you would make hrni ’ 

The woman spoke ivitli a rapidity and lehomonce which 
seemed to have in it a touch of insanity , and a sudden sense 
of tho dangei to which the child must necessaiily be ovposed 
in tho charge of such a keepor increased tho lady’s desire to 
keep him m tho castle, if possible 

‘You mistake me, dame,’ she said, addressing wie old woman 
m a soothing mandfei , ‘I do not wish youi boy to be in atond- 
ance on myself, but upon tlie good knight my husband. W(^ 
ho I'lmanlf the SOU of a bolted earl, ho could iiot better be ti^^ 
to arms, and aU tliat befits a gentleman, than by the instnio- 
tions and discipline of Sir Halbert Glendinmng i„rtnp 

‘Ay,’ answered tho old woman, m the some stylo <rf bi^ 
irony, ‘ I know the wages of that semce-a curse when tho 
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coislct 18 not sufficiently brj^tened, m blow when the girth 
IS not tightly diawu , to be beaten because the hounds are at 
fault , to be levded because the foray is unsuccessful ; to etam 
Ills hands fbr the mastei’s bidding in the blood alike of beast 
and of wan , to be a butcher of haiwless deei, a murderer and 
defacer of God’s own uxu^je, not at his own plcasuie, but at that 
of his loid , to hve a biawlmg ruffian, and a common stabber 
— exposed to beat, to cold, to want of food, to all the pnvattons 
of on auihoret, n^ foi the love of God, but foi the service of 
Satan, to die by the gibbet, or m some obscure skirmish , to 
sleep out his biief hfe in carnal security, and to awake m the 
eternal ffie which is nevei quenched ‘ 

‘Nay,’ said the Lady of Avenel, ‘but to such unhallowed 
course at life your grandson will not be here exposed My 
husband is just and kind to those who hve under his banner, 
and you yourself w'ell know that youth have heie a stnct as 
well as a good preoeptoi in the person of our chaplain ’ 

The old woman appeared to pause 

‘You have name^’ she said, ‘the only wroumstanco which 
can move me 1 must soon onward, the vision has sard it . I 
must not tarry m the some spot — 1 must on — I must on, rt is 
my weird Swear, then, that you will protect the boy as if he 
weie jtmr own, until I return hither and claim him, and 1 will 
consent for a space to part wutli him But especially swear, 
he shall not lack the mstruction of the godly man wdio hath 
placed the Gospel truth high above those idolatrous sbavelmgb, 
the monks and fnars ’ 

‘Be satisfied, dame,’ said the Lady of Avend, ‘the boy 
shall have as much care as if he were horn of my own blood 
Will you see him now t’ 

* No,’ anew ered the old woman, sternly , * to part is enough 
1 go fmtli on my own mission I will not soften my heart by 
u^css tears and wailings, as one that is not called to a duty ’ 

‘ Will you not accept of eometlimg to aid you in your pilgrim- 
ago f ’ said the Lady of Avenel, putting into her hand tw o crowns 
of the sun The old woman flung them down on the table 
'Am I of the taco of Gam,’ she said, ‘p^md lady, that you 
ofibr me gold in exchange for my own flesh and blood 1 ’ 

‘I had no such meanmg,’ said the lady, gently, ‘nor am I 
the pond woman you term me Alas > my own fortunes might 
liave taught me humihty, even had it not been horn wuth me ’ 
The old woman seemed somewhat to relax her tone of 
seionty. 
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‘ You aro of gentio blood/ she said, ' dso \ro bad not parleyed 
tlius long togctliei You aro of gentle blood, and to sudi,’ she 
added, dnining up her tall foim ns she spoke, *pnds is as giaoe- 
ful as IB the plume upon the bonnet But for these pieces of 
gold, lady, yon must needs lesnmc them I need not money 
1 am well piovided , and I may not care for myself, noi thmk 
hou, or It' nrhom, I shall be sustained FareweH, and keep 
youi uoid Cause youi gates to be opened and your bndges 
to be loweied I will set forward this reiy night When I 
come again 1 will demand horn yon a stnot account^ fbi I have 
left you the jewel of my life ■ Sleep mil visit me but m 
snatches, food will noi lefiesh me, icst will not lestme my 
stiength, until I soe Boland Grceme Once moie^ farewell ’ 

' Make youi obeisance, dame,’ said Lilias to Ma^alen Grraime, 
as she robred — ‘ make your obeisance to her ladyship^ and thank 
her for her goodness, os is but iittuig and right ' 

The old woman turned shoit loimd on the ofScums waiting- 
maid *Let hei make hei obeisance to me then, and I will 
letum it Whysbould I bend to bert—a it because her kirtle 
IS ot silk, and mine of blue lockeram ? Go to, my lady’s waitings 
woman Know that the rank of the man rates mat of the 
wife, and tliat she who matnes a churl’s son, weie she a kmg’s 
daughter, is but a peasant’s bndc ’ 

TflliHH was about to replv m gieat indignation, but hei mis- 
tress imposed silence on her, and commanded that the old 
woman sbonld be safely condueted to the mainland 

‘ Conduct hei safe ' ’ evclaimed the mcensed waitmg-woman, 
while Magdalen Giteme left the apartment , *I say, duck her in 
the loch, and tlien we will see whether she is witch or noi* as 
eveiybody in tlie village of Loohside will say and sweoi ^ I 
marvel yom ladyship could bear so long with her msolenro ’ 
But the oonunauds of the lady were ob^od, and the old d^^ 
dismissed from the costly was committed to her fortune mc 
kept her word, and did not long abide in that place, leaving the 
Wnmlot. oa the very night succeedmg the interview, and wandei- 
iiig no one asked whither The Lady of Avenel inquired undw 
what cmnimstanceli she had appealed among them, but could 
only leam that she was baliov^ to be the widow of some man 
of consequence among the Grames who then mhabited the 
Debateable Land, a name given to a oertam portion of 
which was tlic fiequent subject of dispute betwivt Scotlimd 
En^nd, that she had suffered great mong m some of tee 
frequent foreys hy whidi that unfortunate distnet was wasted. 
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and had been dnven from her dvdlmg-plaoe. She had amved 
ID the hamlet no one knew for what purpose, and was held by 
some to be a witch, ly others a zealous Protestant^ and by 
others agam a GathoUc devotee. Her langnagc was mjsterious, 
1H1(^ her maimers repulsire, and all that could be collected 
from her conversation seem^ to imply that she was under the 
inflnmna either of a speH or of a vow — ^thexe was no saying 
which, smcc she talked as one who QCted under a powerful and 
external agency 

Sneh were the particulars whidi the lady’s inquiries were 
able to cc^ect concerning Mr^dalen Grsme, bmng for too 
meagre and contradictory to authorise any satisfactory deduc- 
tion. In truth, the misenes of the tim^ and the vanons turns 
of fote incidental to a frontier country, were perpetually chas- 
ing from their habitations those who had not the means of 
defence or protection. These wanderers in the land were too 
often seen to excite much attention or sympathy. They re- 
ceived the cold rchel wMch was extorted by general fedmgs 
of humamiy; a little exdted in some hreasts;, and perhaps 
rather chilled m others, by the recollection that they who 
gave the chanty today might themsdves want it to-mortow. 
Magdalen Gneine, thei^oie, came and departed like a shadow 
from the neighbourhood Avenel Castle 

The boy whom Providence, as she thought, had thus strangely 
placed under her care, was at once established a favonnte witii 
the lady of the castle How could it be otherwise f He became 
the object of those affectionate feehngs wbitdi, findmg formerly 
no object on wbicb to eiqiand theinscives, had mcreased tb*e 
gloom of the castle, and embittered the sohtude of its migHygii- 
To teaidi him reading and wnting as far as her bViH went, to 
attend to bis childish comforts, to watch his boyish sporty 
became the lady’s favonnte amusement. In h» cinmmstancesi, 
where the car only heard the lowing of the cattle from the dis- 
tant hai^ or the heavy step of the warder as he walked upon 
hia post, or the half-envied laugh of her maiden as she turned 
her wheel, the appearance of roe blooming and beautiful bty 
gave an interest which con hardly be conceit by those who 
live amid gareer or bnsier scenes Young Boland was to die 
Lady of Avenel what the flower which occupies the window of 
some solitory captive is to the poor wnght by whom it is mused 
Md cultivated-— something wmeh at once excited and repaid 
her care; and in ^ving the hoy her affection, she felt, as it 
were, gmtcful to lum for releanng her from the state of dull 
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apathy m ahich she had uaimlly found heiaolf duimg the 
absence of Sir Halbert Oleudinmng 

But even the oharma of this blaming favomite iieie unable 
to dhasc the lecunmg apprehensions uhioh arose from her 
husband’s piociastinated leturn Soon after Boland Graime 
booame a lesidcnt at the castle, a groom, despatched 1^ Sir 
Halbert, brought tidings that business of importance still 
delayed the Iroi^t at the court of Holyiood The more dis- 
tant peiiod iihieh the messengei had assigned foi his master’s 
arrival at length glided away, summer melted into autumn, 
and autumn was about to give place toumtei, and yet he 
came not 
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Tlie xtannia lumst-moon shone broad and bn^t, 

1?he naiders horn vas heard at dead of ni^t. 

And whilo the folding portals mde nere flung, 

'With trampling hoofs the rockj pavement rung 

Lpysek 

'And you, tcxb vrould be a soldier, Bokndl’ said tbo Lady of 
Avonel to her yotmg charge, ahile, seated on a stone chan at 
one end of the battlements, she savr the boy attempt with a 
long stick to mnmo the motions of the aaider as he alternately 
shonldered, or ported, or doped pike 

‘Yes, lady,’ said the hoy, for ho was no^ familwi, and 
lephed to her questions vi ith readmess and alacnly — * a siddier 
‘aul 1 he , for there ne'e! was genUeman hut who belted him 
with the brand ' 

‘Tliou a gentleman I’ said Lilias, whoy as nsual, was in 
attendance; ‘such a gentleman as I would make of a bean- 
cod with a rusty knife ’ 

‘Kay, ohide him not» Lihas, said the Lady of Avcnd, ‘for, 
hcshrew me, but 1 thmk he comes of gentle blood , see how it 
musters m his face at your injunoos repioof.’ 

‘Hod I my will, nudam,’ answered Lihos, * a good biichcn 
wiuid should make his ooloiu muster to better purpose still.’ 

* On my woid, Lilias,’ said the lady, ‘ one would thmk you 
had icooived ham from the pooi hoy, oi is he so fai on the 
frosty side of your favour because he enjoys tho sunny side of 
mmof’ 

‘Over Heaven’s forhode, my My'’ !in*rorcd Lilias; ‘I 
have mod too long with gentles, I praise my stars fm it, to 
fight with either folhes or fantasies, wliothei they relate to 
beast, bird, oi hey ’ 

Ldm was a favountc in her own class, a spoiled domestac^ 
and often accustomed to take more license than her imstiess 
w as at all times willing to cncourago But what did not 
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tlio Lady of A\cnc1 she did not cliooio to hoar, and thus it 
\ifts on the prcvmt occasion She rcsolicd to look more closo 
mid shnrjily after tho hoy, who hod hitherto been committed 
chiefly to the management of Lihni Ho must, bho thought, 
bo Iwm of gcntlo blood, it none shame to think othemiseof 
n foim bo noble and features so fair, tho Tciy Mildness in 
uliich he occasionally indulged, hts contempt of danger and 
imjiaticncc of restraint, had in them something noble assuredly 
tho child Mos bom of high rank Such was her conclusion, and 
bho acted upon it accordingly Tho domestics around her, less 
jealous or less scrupulous than Lilias, acted ns sen ants usually 
do, following tho bia% and flattering;, for their own pniposcs, the 
Inunoiir, of the lady , and tho boy soon took on him those airs 
of supononty which the sight of habitual dcfercnco seldom 
fulls to iiisjiiro It seemed, in truth, as if to command wore 
his natural bphcrc, so easily did lie nso himself to exact and 
receive compliance with his humonis Tlic diaplain, mdeed, 
might base interposed to check the air of assumption which 
lloland Onemo so readily indulged, and most probably would 
have willingly rondcicd him that favour, but the necessity of 
adjusting wiUi liis brethren some disputed points of church 
discipline had withdrawn him for some time from tho castli^ 
and detained him in a distrait port of the kingdom 

Matters stood thus in the Castle of Aioncl, when a winded 
bugle sent its slinll and prolonged notes from tbc shore of the 
lake, and was replied to cbccnly by tbc signal of the wt^or 
Tho Lady of Aiond knew- tho sonnds of her busbond, and 
nislicd to tlic window of the apartment in which she was 
sitting A hand of about thirty' spearmen, with a pennon 
displayed before tlicm, winded along tho indented shores of tho 
lake, and approached the causeway A single horseman rode 
at the head of tho party, Ins hn^t arms catching a glance of 
tho October sun as be moved steadily along Sven at that 
distance, tho lady recognised the lofty plume, bearing the 
mmglod colours of her own liveni» and moso of Glendonwync, 
blended with the holly*bninch , and tho firm seat and digmficd 
' demeanour of tlit, nder, joined to the stately motion of tho 
dark-brown steed, suffimentlj announced Halb^ Glendmning. 

The lady’s first thought wras that of rapturous jpy at her 
husbond’s return, hm second mis conneoted with a fear which 
had sometimes intruded itsdf, that he might not altogether 
approve tlie peculiar distinction with which she had ticated her 
oiplian word In this fear there was implied a consciousness 
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tiiat tihe &Tour sho kd lum v&s evsmn, for Halbert 
Glendimmig oras at least as gentle and indulgent as he nas 
firm and rational in the inieieouiee of bis household , and to 
her, in partieular, hia eonduot had evei been most aiibctiouately 
tender 


Yet she did feai that, on the present occasion, her. conduct 
might incui Su Halhert's censure, and hasialy resolving that 
she ¥ould not mention the anecdote of the boy until the nest 
day, she oidered him to he withdmwn horn the apartment by 
Lilias 

‘I vnll not go mth Lilias, madam,’ aneuercd the spoiled 
child, who had moie than once canied his pomt by pmsevei- 
anee, and vho, hke his betters, delighted m the eieioise of such 
anthonty— ‘I n ill not go to Lilias's gousty loom, I mil stay 
and sec that biavo vomor nho comes ndmg so gallantly along 


‘You must not stay, Boland,’ said the lady, more positively 
lan she usually spoke to her httle fiivounte 
‘I mil,’ reiterated the boy, uho bad already felt bis con- 


Youiw/^ Boland'’ answered the lady, ‘what mannei of 
word IS that} I tdl you, you must go’ 

"‘Will,’" answeicd the forward boy, ‘is a uoid foi a man, 
and “must" is no word for a lady’ 

‘You are sauqr, amah,’ said the lady ‘Lihas, take him 
with you instantly’ 

‘I always fought,’ said Lihas, smilmg, as she seised the 
rduefant hoy by the arm, 'that my young mastei must give 
place to my old one’ 

‘ And yim too a« msLipert, mistress’ said the lady ‘Hath 
the i^ changed, that ye all of you thus forget yourselves f ' 
Lihas made no reply, but led off the boy, who, too proud to 
offer unavailmg re^ce, darted at his benefoetress i glance 
wbch mtiimtrf plainly how willingly he would have defied 
to authonty had he possessed the powei to make good his 


S w by the mere 

Mmg ttat antation is mistimed The glow of disnleasura 
Wtie la^s cheek, her ruflied depor^7iS 
yet entirely composed, whan hoi husband, iinhclnietcd, but still 
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wealing Uic rost of hw ann*-, entered fcho aptrtnicut lIis appear* 
iiHco banisliGd the thougliis of cvcrj’thing else, aho rushed 
to him, clasped Ins itoiMsheathod fnimo in her arms, and kissed 
Ins martial uud inniil^ face «ith an uflcotiou ahich vos at once 
evident and miiccic The junior letunicd hot cmhnico and 
hot caress uith the same fondness, for the time vhicli had 
{in>‘Scd Miico their union had diminished its loinauLic ardour, 
pciliaiis, but it had inthot lucrcnscd iU> rational tenderness, and 
Sn flalbcrt (iilciiduitniigB long and frequent absences fiom his 
castle had prcicntcd allcction fiom degenerating by luibit into 
indiflcrciicc 

When the first e<igci gioutnigs noie paid and iccciicd, the 
lady giiscd fondly on her hnsband’s faco as she lemarked — 
*You aic altered, Halbert jou huso ridden liard and fax 
to-dny, 01 3 on base been till’ 

* 1 liaio been noli, ,Mai3,’anbneied tlio kingbt — ‘ijusbingnell 
bavo I been , and a long iido is to me, tbon ndl knowest^ but 
a tiling of coiibtaiit ciibtom Tlioso who arc bom noble may 
blumbci out tlioii hies uitbin the wallb of their cabUca and 
iiianui-lioiiscs, but he nbo hath aoluoscd nobilitj by Ins own 
deeds miibt 01 Cl bo in tho saddli^ to show tliat ho ments hib 
luUancciuoiit ’ 

llTiilo lie spoke thu^ tlio ]nd3’ gazed foudl3 on him, ns if 
endcaiouniig to read his inmost soul, foi the tone in 'nhicli bo 
spoke was that of melancholy depression 

Su Halbcit Glcndinmiig nns the same, yet a diifcicnt poison 
from nhiit he had appeared in Ins eaily years Tho 
freedom of tho a&piniig yontli had giien place to tho Bjeray 
and stem coinposiuo of the nppioied soldiei and bkilful 
pohticuin Thoro noio deep traces of care on those noble 
fcatuics, ovei which each emotion used formerly to pass hkc 
light clouds across n summei sk3’ That sky was now, not 
pcrliaps clouded, but still and grave, like tlint of the sober 
autumn evening The foroliead w os higher and moio bare than 
III caily youth, and the locks which clustered thick aM 
(Luk on tho wamor^s head weio worn away at the temples, not 
by ago, but bj' tfic constant piessure of the steel cap, or helmet 
His beard, according to the fashion of the times, grew aliort 
and thick, and was turned mto mustochios on the upper lin and 
peaked at the o\tremi1y 3 Tie cheek, weather-bea^ and em- 
browned, had lost tlio glow of youth, but showed the vig^ns 
complexion of active and confirmed manhood Halb^ Glm- 
riinnmg >\as, lu a wold, a kmght to ndo at a king’s right bona, 
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nlliftucc To some of these I nns dcsp.itc}icd ou linsiuciis os 
important os it it ns bccrct 1 it cut in safety, and I returned 
111 bccnnt} tlicro is more danger to a zunii’s life bctnixt this 
and TIolyrood tliiui in a]] the sens that nabh tiio Ion lauds of 
llolhiiid ’ 

'And tlie country, mi Ifalboit, and the people^’ said the 
lady, *nic they like our kindly Scots! or iihat bearing liaic 
they' to btrangers}' 

'They are a people, 3rary, strong in their ncalth, nhieli 
renders all other natioiib ncak, and ucak lu tliosc arts of n.u 
by ulncli other nations are strong' 

' I do not understand you,' ii.ud the lady 

‘The IJoIlnndcr and the Fleming, Ifan', pom foith their 
spirit in Unde, and not in nar, tlieir ncafth purchases them 
the arms of foreign soldiery by vhoso aid they defend it 
They cicct dikes on the sea-shore to protect the land nhich 
they have non, and they levy regiments of the stubborn 
Siritrcrs imd hardy Gcnnaiis to protect the troasmes vrliich tlicy 
linio amassed And tliiis tiny ore strong in thmr weakness, 
for Uio iciy wealth which tempts their masters to despoil 
them arms atmiigeis in their behalf ' 

‘ The slothful Imids * ’ evclauncd Maiy, thmkmg and feelmg 
like n Scotswoman of the pciiod, 'haie they' hands, and fight 
not for the land ivliich bore them 7 They' diould bo notched 
oft at the elbow < ’ 

‘Ifay, that were but linrd justice,’ answered her husband, 
‘foi then hands serve their country, tliough not m battle, like 
ours Look at these barren liills^ llifary, and at that deep 
winding lole by whicli the eittlo arc eicn now leturuing from 
their scanty browse The hand of the mdusenous Flemmg 
would cover these mouiiLuns with wood, and raise corn where 
we now SCO a starved and scanty sward ^ heath and ling It 
giieies me, Miiiy', when I lookou that laud, and think wliat 
benefit it nught icccive from such men as I have lately seen — 
men who seek not tlie idio fame derived from dead ancestor^ 
or the bloody renown won in modern broils^ but tread along 
the land os pes^nrers and improicrs, not os ty'ronts and 
destroy orb ’ 

'These amendments would here be but a vain limc^, my 
Halbert,’ ausweicd the Lady of Avenol ‘the trees would be 
burnt by tbe English foemeu eie they ceased to be shrubs, and 
the gram that you raised would be gathered m by the first 
noigbbom that possessed more riders thou follow youi tram. 
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should you repine d.t thisl The fate tiiat made you 
Scotsmam by birth gave you head, and hearty and band to 
uphold the name as it must needs be upheld ' 

‘It gave me no name to uphold,’ said Halbert, pacmg the 
floor slovrly, ‘my atm has been foremost m eveiy strife my 
voice Ints b^ heard in eveiy council, nor have the uisest 
rebuked me. The crafty Lethington, the deep and dark 
Morton, have held secret council vrith me, and Grange and 
Lindesay have ouued that m the field I did the devmr of a 
gallant knight, but let the emergence be passed when th^ 
need my head and hand, and they only know me as son of 
the obscure portioner of Glendeaig ' 

This was a theme which the lady always dreaded, for the 
tank conferred on her husband, the favour m which he was 
held by the powerful Eatl of Munay, and the high talents by 
which he vimicated his right to that rank and that favour, 
were quahties which rather mcreased than dimini^cd the envy 
which was harboured against Sir Halbert Glendinnmg among a 
proud aristocracy, as a person originally of inferior and obscure 
birth, who had nseu to his present emmenc» solely by his 
personal menh The natural firmness of his mmd did not 
enable him to despise the ideal advantages of a higher pedigree, 
whioh were held m such umversal esteem by all with whom he 
cwnversed , and so open are the noblest nunds to jealous incxm- 
sistenc^ that there were moments in w'hich he felt innrtifi«»d 
that his lady should possess those advantages of bnth and 
descent whuh he himself did not enjoy, and regretted that his 
importance as the proprietor of Avenel was qualified by his 
possessii^ it only as the husband of the heiress He was not so 
unjust as to permit any unworthy feelings to retam permanent 
possession of his mmd, but yet they recurred from time to 
time, and did not escape his lady’s anxious observation 

‘ Had we been blessed with children,' she was wont on 
oocaaons to say to herself — had our blcxid been muted m a son 
who mi^ have jomed my advant^ of descent with my 
husband's personal worth, these pmnful and irksome refleo- 
Mons had not disturbed our muon even far a moment. But 
the existence of such an heir, m whom onr affections, as 
wcU M our pretensions, m^t have centred, has been denied 
to us' 

TVith such mutual feelmgs, it cannot be wondered that it 
p.ve the lady pam to hear her husband vergmg towards this 
topic of mutual discontent On the present, as on other suuilar 
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occasions, she cndcavoutcd to dncrt the knight’s thoughts from 
this painful channd 

‘ How can you,’ she said, * sufFoi youiself to dwell upon things 
uhioh profit nothing? Hare you indeed no name to uphold? 
You the good and tiie bravo, the mse in council and the strong 
in battle, have you not to snppoit the leputation youi own 
deeds have won — a reputation moie liouciuiable than mere 
ancestry tan supply? Oood men love and liououi you, the 
wicked feai and the turbulent obey you , and is it not iicces- 
saiy you should enert youiself to ensure <hc endurance of that 
love, that hoiioui, that wholesome fear, and that uecessaiy 
obedience?’ 

As slie thus spoke, the eye of her husband caught from heis 
oouiage and comfbit, and it hghtened as he took her hand and 
lejplied, ‘It IS most tme, my Mary, and 1 deserve thy rebuke, 
who foiget what I am, in repmmg beoauso I am not wliat I 
cannot be lam now what the most famed ancestors of those 


I envy weie^ the mean man raised into eminence by his own 
eveitions, and sure it is a boast as honourable to have those 
capacities which are necessary to the foundation of a family as 
to be descended fiom one who possessed them some ceutunes 
befoie The Hay of Luucai ty who bequeatlied his bloody yoke 
to his lineage, ^e “dark grey man” who first founded the 
house of Douglas, had yet less of ancestry to boast than I have 
For thou knowes^ Mary, that my name donvos itself from a hne 
of ancient warriors, al^ough my immediate forefathers pre- 
fen ed the humble station m which thou didst first find them, 
and war and oounsel are not less proper to the bouse of Glen- 
donwyne,^ even m its most remote descendants, than to the 
piouaest of then baronage ’ 

He strode aoioss the hall as he spoke, and the lady smiled 
internally to observe how much his mind dwelt upon the pre- 
rogatives of birth, and endeavoured to establish his chums, 
however remote^ to a share m them, at the very moment when 


ho afieoted to hold them in contempt It w ill easily be guessed, 
however, that Mie penmttod no symptom to escape her that 
could show she way sensible of the weakness of her husband — a 
perspicacity which perhaps his proud qnnt could not very easily 
have hiooked 


As he returned from the extremity of the hall, to whudi he 
had stalked while m the act of vmdicating the title of tho 
house of Glendonwync m its most remote hranohes to tho full 
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gazed witli au attention, not unnunglcd with fear, upon the 
stately form of tho knight ‘Roland,’ said the ladj, ‘go kiss 
the hand of the noble knight, and ask bun to bo thy protector ’ 
But Roland obeyed not, and, keeping his station, continued to 
gaze fixedly and timidly on Sir Halbert Glendmning ‘ Go to 
the knight, boy,’ said the lady, ‘what dost thou fear, child? 
Go kiss Sir Halbert’s hand ’ 

‘I will kiss no hand save youn^ lady,' answered tho boj 
‘Nay, butdoos^'ou are commanded, child,’ replied tiio ]ad\. 
‘ He 18 dashed by your presence,’ she said, apologising to iici 
husband, 'but is ho not a handsome boj ?’ 

‘ And so IS Wolf,’ said Sir Halbert, os ho patted his huge 
four-footed favounto, ‘a handsome dog, but he has this double 
ad\antage o>ci your new fa%oimtc, that he docs wluit lie is 
commanded, and hears not when ho is pmibcd ’ 

‘Nay, now you are displeased with mi^’ loplicd tho lodj , 
'and yet wh} should you bo so? Thom ib nothing wrong in 
rolios’ing tho distmsscd orphan, or in loviug that which is in 
itbclf loscly and deserving of aflbction But }'ou lin\c been 
Sir Warden at Rdinbuigh, and ho has sot you against the poor 
boy’ 

' My dear Mary,’ answered her husband, ' Mr Warden bcttei 
knows hib place than to presnmo to nitcrfcro cither in join 
afliiini oi in mine I noithcr blame }oui reliosing this lioy nor 
^-oiir kindiicsb for him But I think, coiisidcniig his biilli and 
prospects, j oil ought not to treat him with injudicious fondncs<^ 
which can only end in rcudenng him unfit for tiic humble 
Mtiiation to which Hcn\cii has designed Iniu ’ 

‘Nay, but, my Halbert, do but look at llio boy,’ said tho 
Lidy, ‘and bco whctlicr ho has not tho air of being intended iiy 
Hca\cii for something nobler tlian a mere peasant Ma^ ho 
not be dcbigncd, as otlicn, hare been, to me out of n huiiible 
Mtuation into honour and eminence?’ 

Tiiiib far had she proceeded, when the conscioiibiicsH that hIio 
was trending u]X>n delicate ground at once occurred to hci, and 
induced her to take tiie most natural but the worst of nil courses 
on such DCC.isions vlictiicr ni coincrbatioii or in nn actual Isig, 
nnmeh, tiint of stopping snddcnlj bhort in tho ilhistnitioii 
w Ineh'bhe had commenced. Ifcr brow cnmsonul, and tint of 
Sir Halbert Gicndinniiig was slightly o\cre>i<it lint it was unlj 
for nil instant, for he was incapable of mistalting his lady’s 
meaning, or bupposing that she meant iiitoutional di’vp'qxvt 
to him 
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'Be it as yon please, my love,’ he icjilicd; 'I ovc you loo 
mudb to contradict you in aught uhidi may render your 
sohtaty mode of life more endurable ^fnkc of this youtli u h<tt 
you mil, and you have my full authority for doing so, hnt 
rememher he is your charge, not nunc Remember he hath 
limbs to do man’s scri’icc, a soul and a tongue to uorship God , 
breed him, therefore, to bo true to his conntty and to Heasen ; 
and for the rest, dispose of him as yon list It is, and siiall test, 
your own matter ' 

This conversation decided the fate of Roland Gneme, ulio 
from thenceforward was little noticed by the mastci of the 
mansion of Arcnel, but indnlged and favoured by its mistress 

This situation led to many important consequences, and, in 
truth, tended to bnng forth the character of tlie youth m nil 
Its broad lights and deep shadows As the knight himself 
seemed tacitly to disclaim alike interest and control oscr the 
immediate favounto his lady, young Roland was, by cueum- 
stonoes, osemp^ from the stnet discipiiDo to whicli, os the 
retainer of a Srottish man of rank, he wonld othciwisc have 
boon subjected, accoidmg to all the rigour of the ago But the 
steward, or master of the household— such was the proud title 
assumed by the head domestic of each petty baton — deemed it 
not advisable to interfere with the favourite of the lady, and 
especially once she had bronght the estate into the presont 
family. Master Jasper Wingate was a man experienced, as ho 
often boasted, m the ways of great families and know how to 
keep the steerage even, when wmd and tide chanced to be in 
oontradiotion 


This prudent personage winked at much, and avoided givmg 
^rtnnity for further offence, by requesting little of Roland 
Gimme beyond the de^ of attention which he was himself 
disposed to ray, nghtty conjectunng that, howevei lowly the 
ptecB which the youth might hdd m the favom of the Knight 
of Aveml, still to make on oml report of him would mnt-e an 
ramy the Indy, wiihout secunng the favour of her husband 
with these prudential considorationB, and doubtless not without 
an eye to his own ease and convenience, he«tanght the boy as 
much, and only as much, os ho chose to learn, readily admittmir 
whatever apdoCT It pleased his pipil to allege in excuse fto 
weness w n^ligenoe As the other persons in the castle to 
whmmthtosks were delegated readily imitated the pmdentaal 
randnot d the majordomo, there was little control used towards 
itoland Gnome, who, of course, learned no moie tlian what a 
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\oijr acUro mind, and a totoJ impationco of absi^ute idlencsi^ 
led liim«to ac^uue upon his oun account^ and by dmt of his 
own cxeitious Tho latter were especially earnest when the 
lady heiself oondcsoeudcd to be his tutoress or to ozanune 
his progiess 

It followed also, fiom his quality as my ladj 's faromit^ tliat 
Soland was viewed with no peeuliai good-will by tlie followers 
of the knight^ many of whom, of tho some age, and apparently 
similai ongin, with the fortunate page, w'ere subjected to severe 
observance of the anment and ngoious disciplme of a feudal 
letamer To these, Boland Grssme was, of couise, an object of 
envy, and, in consequence, of disbke and detraction , bnt the 
youth possessed qualities which it wras impossible to depreciate 
Piide and a sense of early ambition did foi hnn what seveiily 
and constant instniclaon did for otliers In truth, the youthful 
Boland displayed that early flexibility both of b^y and mind 
which renders exeroise, eithoi mental oi bodily, rathei matter 
of sport than of study, and it seemed as if he acquired acoi- 
dentelly, and by stait^ those acoomphshmente which earnest 
and constant mstmotion, anfoiced by fiequmt reproof and 
occasional ohostisemont, had tau^t to others Such military 
oxereises, snoh lessons ot the penod, as he found it agreeable 
or convenient to apply to, he learned so poifoctly os to con- 
found those who were ignoiant how often the want of constant 
application is compensated by vivacity of talent and ardent 
enthusiasm The lads, therefore, who wore more regnlaily 
tiamed to aims, to horsemanship, and to other necidsaiy 
exeieises of the peiiod, wlule they envied Boland Gronno the 
indulgenoe or negligence with which he seemed to bo treated, 
had httle leason to boast of their own snpenoi acquirements 
a few hours, with the powerful exertion of a most eneigetio will, 
seemed to do for him moio than the regnlnr instruction of 
weeks could accomplish foi others 

Uudei these advantages, if, mdced, thqy weie to be teimcd 
snob, the cbaiactor of young Boland began to develop itself 
It was bold, peromptoiy, demsive, and ovei bearing, generous 
if neithm withstood nor contradict^, vdiemont and passionate 
if consuied or opposed He seemed to consider himself os 
attached to no one, and lesponsible to no one, except bis 
imstross , and even over hoi mind he bad gradudly acquired 
that speoios of asoendency which indulgenoe is so apt to occasion 
Andsdthough the iinmraiato followers and dependants of Sir 
Ualbert Glendinnmg saw his asoeiidonqy with jealousy, and 
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often took occasion to mortifr his Tanil^', there tranted not 
those vho vere tnllmg to acquire the favour of the Ladjr of 
Avenel hybninoanDg and tal^g part 'nith the youth vrhom 
she protected , for al^ongh a f avounte, as the poet assures 
has no fnend, ho seldom foils to have both fbUoircra and 
fiattciers 

The partisans of Boland Gnemc srere duefiy to he found 
amongst the inhabitants of the little hamlet on the shore of 
the foke These villagets, uho trere sometnnes tempted to 
compare their ovni sitoatiaa uith that of the immediate and 
constant followers of the knight, who attended him on his 
fiequent journeys to Edmbur^ and elsewhere, deligh te d m 
consideni^ and representing themselves as more properly the 
subjects of the Lady of Avenel than of her husband It is true, 
hei nisdom and affection on all occadons discountenanced the 
distmction which was here implied , hut the villagers persisted 
in thmkmg it must be agreeable to her to enjoy their peculiar 
and undivided homage, or at least m acting as if they thought. 
so , and one chief m^e by which they evinced their Kwitaitimts 
was hjr the resect they paid to young Boland Qneme the 
fovounto atten&nt of toe descendant of thmr ancient lords 
This was a mode of flattery too pleasing to encounter rebuke 
or censure , and the opportunity which it afforded toe youth to 
form, as it were, a par^ of his own witom toe limits of the 
anraent barony of Avenel, added not a little to the audacity 
and decisive tone of a character which was by nature bold, 
impetaons, and lucontroUable 

Of the too members of the household who had wi swf witp d 
an early jcalou^of Boland Grmmc, toe prejudices of 'W'olf were 
mily overcome, and in process of time the noble dog dept 
with Bia^ ^th, and the celebrated hounds of ancient daro 
But Jfr Bar^, the chaplain, lived, and retained his dislike to 
toe youth That good man, single-minded and henerolent as 
he rrally was, ^tertamed ratoei more toan a leasonable idea 
of the iropcct due to him os a minister, and oracted from toe 
1 " deference toan the haugbly voung 

pa^, proud of Ins mistress’s favour, and petulant from vontf 

to pay- His bold and 
free demesnour, his attachment to nch dress and decoration 

Ws haidemng bimself 
against robnkc, were circumstances winch induced the cood oM 

os a vcs-iel of wrath, and to presage tlmt the youth nu^ S 
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pridn nml of hpinl vitich rocs licforc nun mid do* 

fitnii'tion On Hit' otlicr h.iiid, Rolniid c\ iiiccd ii( tmics n nmrlvod 
tlinliki', niid c\C'ii som' lliiiiR liko contcmjit., of llic cliapiniii, 
Mnil of lilt' nttoiidiiiitA mid fnllnvirrsof Sir JlnlbcrlOlcndiiining 
l■lll<■lImnc<] the Kunc rli.inlnHc UioiirIiIs ns the reverend Mr 
^^'l^i('ll, lint Yiliilo Ilohiud uni fft^oiircd their Ind}*, and 
cndiin.v] bj their hinl, tliet s-tn no jkiIicj in ninking their 
opiiiioiiK ptiblie 

Itolniid (''neiiie nns Millicientl^’ sensible of the iiiiplcasmit 
Kitiialion in which he stood , but in the h iiightiiievi of his heart 
lie retorted upon (he other domestics the distant, cold, and 
Kircasfic nimiiier in which tlics trcatcil him, assumed an mr of 
Hiipinorit} which compelled the most obstinate to obedience, 
and had tlics.itisfnGtion at least to be drc-ulcd, if hcwashcartilj 
hated 

The ohn])lain's marked dislike had the effect of rcconimoiid- 
ing him to the attention of Sir Hn1bcrt‘b brother, ISdward, who 
now, iiiidci the conscnliuil nj^llatiou of Father Arnhrose, 
coiitiiiiicd to lie one of the few monkb who, with the Abbot 
Kiistatius had, iiolwitlistaiiding the nearly total downfall of 
tbeirfmtli under the rogenej of Murray, been still permitted to 
Iiiigei III the cloisters at Konnaqnhnir Respect to Sir IJalbcrt 
iuid prciented their being nltogctlici dn\cii out of the abbey, 
tlioiigh tlicir order was now m n gieat mcasiirc suppressed, and 
tlio} were iiitcnlictcd the public exercise of tlioir ntual, and 
Old} allowed for their support a small pension out of their once 
h]ilciidid rcicmics Father Ambrose, thus situated, was an 
occasional, though scry me. risitoiit at the Castle of Avcnol, 
and was at such times ohsened to paj particular attention to 
Roland Gncnic, who seemed to lotum it with more depth of 
feeling tlktii consisted w ith his usn.il habits 

Tims situated, scars glided on, duniig which the Knight of 
A\ end continued to act a frequent and important part m th e 
coiivulsions of his distracted country, while young Gnonm 
anticipated, both in wishes mid personal accomplishments, uio 
ago which should enable him to cmcigc from the obscunty of ms 
present situation <• 
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Amid fheir eufa that freely fioic’d. 

Their rerdiy and mirth, 

A yonthful lam tax’d Talentme 
With base and donbtfhl birth. 

yaleiOim and Orson. 

'WHEisr Roland Gneme was a youtih about seventeen yeaisofage^ 
bechanced one summer mommg to descend tothemewin wbicb 
&i Halbert Glendmmng kept bus hawks, m order to snpenntend 
the training of an eja^ or young hawk, which he Mmself, at 
the immment nsk of nedt and lim^ had taken from a celebrated 
eyne m the nei^bourhood, called Gledscraig As he was by no 
means satisfied with the attention which hod been bestowed on 
Ins favourite bnd, he was not sladt m testifymg his displeasure 
tothefolconer's lad, whose duty it was to have attended upon it 
‘What, ho< sir knave,’ exclaimed Boland, ‘is it thns you 
feed the eyas with nnwashed meat, as if you were gorgmg the 
foul bianoher a worthleas hoodie-crow f By the moss^ and 
thou hast neglected its castmgs also for these two ^ys* 
'^nk’at thoul ventured my ne<h to btmg the hiid down from 
me crag that thou shonldst spoil her by thy neglecti’ And to 
add force to his remonstrance^ be conferred a cuff or two on the 
negligent attendant of the hawk^ wh(^ dioutmg rather lender 
than was necessary under all the drcumstances, brought the 
master falconer to his osmstance 

Adam Woodcock, the falconer of Avenel, was an Englishman 
by birth, but so long m the service of Glendipning that he had 
lost much of his national attachment m that which he had 
formed to his master. He was a favourite in his department^ 
jealous and conceited of his skdl, os masters of the game nsuaRy 
am; fior the rest of his character, ho was a jester and a parcel 
pmt (quahties which by no means abated bis natural conceit), 
a jouy fellow, who, though a sound Protestant, loved a flagon 
of ale better than a long sermon, a stout man of his hands when 
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need lequued, tiae to Iub mastoi, find a litdo piesuming on lus 
mtciest him 

Adam W'^oodcock, such as n a liare desciihed him, by no means 
lelished the freedom used by yoimg Gncme in cho^smg his 
assistant ‘ Hey, bej*, my Ind^s page,’ said he, stqipmg between 
his own boy and Siolond, ‘fan and softly, an it hke yom gilt 
jacket — ^bands off is fair play — il my boy has done amiss, I can 
beat him myself, and then you may keep youi hands soft ’ 

‘I mil beat him and thee too,' answeied Boland, without 
hesitation, ‘an ye look not bcttei aftei yom business See how 
the bii'd IS cast aw ay betw eeu you I found the caieless lurdoue 
feeding hei with unwashed flesh, and she an cj'as ’* 

*6o to,’ said the falconer, ‘thou art but an eyas thyself, 
cliild Boland What know est thou of feeding 1 I say that the 
eyas should hare hei meat unwashed until she becomes a 
branoher twme the leady way to give hei the fromicc, to 
wash hei meat soonei, and so knows cvciy one who knows a 
glod fiom a falcon ’ 

‘It IS thine own lazmess, thou false English blood, that dost 
nothing but dnnk and sleep,’ letorted the pag^ ‘and leaies 
that lither lad to do the woik, which he mmds as little ns 
thou’ 

‘And am I so idle then,’ said the falconei, ‘tliat liavo tliiee 
oast of hawks to look aftei, at perch and mew, and to fly them 
in the field to boot t — and is my lady’s page so busy n man 
that bo must take me up short? — and am I of false English 
blood? I marvel wliat blood thou oit — ^neither Englandei noi 
Scot— fish uoi flesh — a bastaid horn the Dcbateable Loud, with* 
out eithei kith, km, oi ally ' Many, out upon thee, foul Lite, 
that would fain be a teicel gentle I ’ 

The leply to this sarcasm was a box on the ear, so well 
applied that it overthrew the falconei into tlic cistern in which 
watei was kept foi the benefit of the hawks Up started Adam 
Woodcock, his wrath nowise appeased by the cold immersion, 
and seizmg on a truncheon which stood by, would liavo srou 
lequited the mjijiy he had icceiied, had not Boland laid his 
hand on his poniard, and sworn by all that was socied tha1» if 
he offered a stroke towards him, he would sheath the blade m 
lus bowels The noise wrns now so gieat that moie than one 
of the household came in, and amongst otheis the majoi-dom^ 
a grave personage, alieady mentioned, whose gold chain and 

• Tboien a dUUnnee amongst authonties how long the nestling liavk should bo ftd 

ivitli llesil vhieh has pre\iouB]y been ^^bed 
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tilute 'wand mtimicted biB auihonty At the appearance of 
this dignitary, the strife was foi the present appeased He 
embrao^ however, so favourable an opportunity to read 
Boland Giseme a shiewd lecture on the impropriety of his 
depoitmeut to his feUow-menials, and to assure him that, 
should he commumcate this fray to his master (who, though 
now on one of his frequent expeditions, was speedy expected 
to return), ahich hut for respect to his lady he would most 
certainly do^ the residence of the culpiit m the Castle of Avend 
would be but of brief duratian *But, however,’ added the 
prudent master of the household, ‘I will report the matter first 
to my lady.’ 

‘Very just — ^very right, Master TTmgate,’ exclaimed several 
voices togetliei, ‘my lady will consider if daggers are to be 
drawn on us for every idle word, and whether we are to hve m 
a well-ordered hous^old, where there is the fear of God, or 
amongst drawn diiks and sharp knives ’ 

The object of this general resentment darted an angry glance 
around Yam, and suppressing with difficulty the desire which 
mged him to reply m fun^ or m contemptuous Isngnng^^ 
letumed his dagger mto the scabbard, lo^ed disdainfully 
around upon the assembled menials, turned short upon his 
heel, and pushmg aside those who stood betwixt him and the 
door, left the apartment 

‘ This will be no tico foi my nest,’ said the falconer, ‘ if this 
cook-sparrow is to orow over us as he seems to do ’ 

‘He struck me with his switch yesterday,’ said one of the 
grooms, ‘because the tail of his woiship’s geldmg was not 
tnnuned altogotlier so os suited his humour.’ 

And I promise you,* said the laundiess, ‘ my young master 
w ill stick nothmg to call an honest w oman “ slut " and " quean ” 
if there be but a spook of soot upon his band-collar ’ 

‘ If Master Wmgate do not lus errand to my lady,’ was the 
g^eml icsul^ ‘theie will be no tarrymg m the same house 
with Bolaud Gnmnc ’ 


The master of the household beard them^D for some time, 
and th®, mobonmg for universal silence, he addressed them 
with aU the dignity of Malvoho himself —‘My masters— not 
lori^tting you, my mistresses— do not thmk the worse of me 
that I proceed with as much care as baste m this Our 

ulster IS a gallant knight^ and will have lus sway at home and 
miioad, m wood and field, m hall and bower, as the sayina is 
Our lady, my bcniTOu upon her' is also a noble person of long 



S6 


WAVERLBY NOVELS 


dcsceutj and iiglitful bcii of tins placo and barony, and abo 
also loves her vill , ns foi that matto, show me the eomau ebo 
doth not JTow, she hath fa\ owed, doth favour, and ejll favour 
this jackanapes, for 'nhat good poit abont him I know uoti 
save that as one noblo lady a ill love a messan dog, and another 
a soieaming popinjay, and a thud a Bnibory ape, so doth it 
please oiu noble dame to set her atfcctions upon tins stray elf 
of a page, for nought that I can thmk of, save that she nos the 
cause of hia being saved — ^tho moio’t tlie pity — ^from drowning ’ 
And here Mastei Wingate made a pause 

‘I would have been his caution foi a giey groat^ against salt 
watei or fiosli,' said Roland’s adversary, the folconci , ‘marry, 
if he crock not a lope foi stabbmg or for snatchmg, I will be 
content nevei to hood hawk again ’ 

* Peace, Adam Woodcock,’ said Wingate, waving his hand — 
‘ I pntheo, peace, man Now, my la^, hkmg this spnngald, 
ns ofoiesaid, differs theiein fiom my lord, who loves never a 
bone in hu, skin Now, is it foi mo to stn up stiifo betwixt 
them, and put as ’tweie my finger betwixt tlie Imk and the 
tiei^ on account of a pragmatical youngster, whom, nevertheless 
I would willingly see whipped forth of the barony t Have 
patience, and tlra boil w ill l^ak without om meddling I hate 
been in servioo smeo I wore a beard on my ohm, till now that 
that board is turned grey, and I have seldom Imown any one 
better themsolvos even by takuig the lady’s port against the 
loid’b, but never one who did not diik hunsw if bo took the 
loid’s against the lady's ' 

‘And BO,’ said Lilias ‘wo ore to bo crowred over, every 
one of us, meu and women, cock and hen, by this httle up< 
start? I will tiy titles with him first, I promise you I 
&ncy, Mestei Wmgato, foi as wise as you look, you will be 
ploas^ to tell what you have seen to^ay, if my lady com- 
mands you ? ’ 

' To speak the truth when my lady commands me,’ answered 
the prudential majoi-domp, 'is in some measure my duty. 
Mistress Lilios,, always providing foi and exci^ng Uiose 
cases in which it cannot be spoken without Inecding mischief 
and inconvenience to jnysolf or my fellow-servants, for the 
tongue of a talo-beaiei hreaketh bones as well as a Jeddait 
staff’ 

‘But this imp of Satan is none ofyom fnendsor fellow- 
servant^’ said Lilias, ‘and I trust you mean not to stand up 
foi lum against the whole family besides?’ 
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'Credit Mrs Ldias,’ replied the semor, ‘should I see lie 
tamn fitting, I would iiith right good-will give him a liok -nith 
the rough side of my tongue ’ * 

‘ Ennn^ said, Master Wingate,’ answepd Lihas ; then ^t 
me, his song shall soon he laid IE my mistiess does not ask me 
’(ihat is the mattei helow stairs before she be ten^ mmuto of 
tune older, she is no horn woman, and my name is not Luias 
Bmdboumc ’ 

In pursuance of her plan, Mistress Lilias failed not to piesent 
herself before her mistress with all the exteiior of one who is 
possessed of on important seoiet — that is, she had the comem 
of her mouth turned down, her ej'es rais^ up, her lips pressed 
as fast together as if they had been sewed np, to prevent hei 
hlahhing, and on air of pnm mystaoal importance difiused over 
her whdlo person and ^meauour, which seemed to mtimate, 

‘ I know somethmg which I am lesolved not to tell you • ’ 

Lilias had nghtly read her mistress’s temper, who, wise and 
good as she was, was yet a dar^hter of grandame Sve, and 
could not witness this mystenons beaxmg on the part of her 
wvutmg-woman without longmg to asoertaiu the secret cause 
For a space. Mm Lilias was obdurate to all inquiries, sighed, 
turned her eyes np higher yet to Heaven, hoped for the best, 
hut had notbmg paxtioalar to conuniinicate All this, os was 
most natural and propei, only stimulated the lady’s cunosity , 
neither was her importunity to he parried with — 'Thank God, 
I am no mokehate — no tale-heaier — thank God, I never envied 
any one’s favour, or was anxious to propale then misdemeanoiu: 
— ^y, thank God, there has been no bloodshed and murder in 
the house — that is all ’ 

'Bloodshed and murder’’ exclaimed the lady, ‘what docs 
the quean mean 1 If you speak not plam out, you shall have 
somethmg you will scoice he thankful for ' 

'Nay, my lady,’ answered Libaf^ eamr to disburden hei 
mmd, or, m Chaucer’s phrase, to 'unbu^e her mail,’ 'if you 
bid mo speak out the truth, you must not bo moved with 
what might displease you ELohmd Gnome has dirked Adam 
VToodcock — ^that is all ’ • 

'Good Heaionl’ said the lady, tummg pale as ashes, ‘is 
the man slami' 

'No, madam,’ replied Lihas, 'but slam he would have been 
if there had not been ready help , but maybe it is your lady- 
ship’s pleasure that this young esquim shall poniard the 
Berrani^ as woU. os switch and baton them?’ 
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green head, \ihic1i the o^aet camea, it may be, a brace of 
mobes higher than becomea him ’ 

‘ Leave me,’ eaid the lady , ‘ Su Halbert’s letmn must now 
bo expected <^y, and he um look mto these matters himself — 
leave me, I say, Wingate, vithout suymg moie of it 1 know 
)ou aie honesl^ and 1 believe the boy is petulant, and yet I 
tliink it is my favoiii \ihich hatli set all of you agamst him ’ 
'I'he steward bowed and letii'ed, after havmg been silenced 
in a second attempt to explain the motives on a Inch he acted 
The chaplain arrived . but neither from him did the kdy 
receive much comfort On the oontmry, she found him dis- 
posed, in plam terms, to lay to the door of her mdulgence all 
the distmbanoes which the fiery temper of Boland Gmme had 
already occasioned, or might hereafter occasion, in the family. 
' I nould,’ ho said, ‘ honoured lady, tirat you had deigned to be 
ruled by mo ru the outset of this matter, srth it is easy to stem 
evil in the fountain, but hard to struggle agamst it m the 
faticom You, hoiiomrcd madam — a aoid which I do not use 
nccoidmg to the lain forms of this woild, but because I hare 
ever lo\cd and honouicd you a& nii bouonrable and an elect 
lady — ^jou, I fc,iy, madam, haic been pleased, contrary to my 
poor but earnest counsel, to raise this boy fiom his station mto 
ono approaching to your own ’ 

‘Wlint mean you, loiciend sir?’ said the lady ‘I luio 
made this joutli a page , u> theio aught in my doing so that does 
not become my character and quality 1 ’ 

‘I dispute not, madam,’ said tho pertinacious picaohor, 
your Iranovolcnt purpose in taking charge of this j'outh, or 
jour title to g«c him this idle chameter of page, if such naii 
jour plcasme . though uliat tho education of a Ixy m tho 
tram of a female am tend to, save to mgraft foppery and 
ciioniinucy on conceit and arrogance, it pasecs myknoulcd»o 
to dibcovor But I hlamc jou moic diicctly foi haimg taken 
little care to guard him against the penis of his condition, or 
to tame and hnniblo a spiiit naturally haughty, oveibeanmr. 
and unmtient \ou haso brought mto your boner a lions 
cub , delighted with tho beauty of Ins fun and tho grace of 
lui garaliols, jou li,i\o boimd him with no fcttcii, hefittms tho 
ieiceM«*b of hr, disposition You have lot him grow up as 
nnawed as if lie had been still a toniint of the foicst, and now 
oat foi assistance, when he begins to 
-amp, rend, and tear, accordnig to Ins iiroper nature ’ 

•Ml. naidcii, raid the lady, con«idcrab1y offended, ‘jou 
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^ my husband^ anwent fnend. and I bdieve youi love smcere 
^ bou^old Yet let mo my, that when I 
aaM you for counsel, I expected not this aspexity of rebuke 
HI have done wrong m loving this poor oiphm lad more than 
others of his I scarce thmk the erroi mented such severe 
^uro, and if stnoter discipline weio required to keep his 
fiery temper m order, it ought, I think, to bo considered that 
I am a woman, and that, if I have erred m this matter, it be- 
TOmes a friend's part rather to aid than to rebuke me I would 
those evils were taken order with before my loid’s return Ho 
loves iwt domestic discord or domestic brawls, and I would 
not willmgly that he thought such could arise from one whom 
I have favoured What do yon counsel me to do f ' 

'Dismiss this youth from your service^ madam,’ rephed the 
preacher 

'You cannot bid mo do so,’ said the lady— ‘you cannot, os 
a Christian and a m a n of humouily, bid me turn away an 
unprotected cieature agamst whom my favour — ^my injudicious 
favoui, if you wnll — ^hos reared up so many enemies ’ 

‘It IS not neoessiuy you should altogether abandon him, 
though you disnuss him to another serviee;, m to a oallmg better 
smting his station and charactci,’ said the preoohci , ‘elsewheio 
he may bo an useful and piofitable member of tho common- 
weal, heie he is but a makebate and a stumbhng-hlook of 
offonoe The youth has snatches of sense and of mtolhgcnce^ 
though he lacks industry I will myself give him letters com- 
mendatory to Oleanos SidimderhauBeii, a learned professor at 
the fruuons umversity of Leyden, where they lack on under- 
janitor, where, besides gratis insti action, if God give him the 
giace to seek it, he will enjoy five marks by the yeai, and the 
professor’s cast-off smt, which ho disparts with hiennudly ’ 

‘This will novel do, good Mr Warden,’ said the lady, scoico 
able to suppress a smile, ‘we will thmk more at large upon 
this matter In the meanwhile I trust to yom remonstrances 
with this wdd hoy and with the family for restraimng these 
violent and unseemly jealousios and hursts of passion, and 1 
entreat yon to pre^ on him and them their duty lu this respect 
towards God and towards tlieir master ’ 

‘You shall be obeyed, madam,’ said Warden ' On tiie next 
Thursday I exhort the family, and will, with God’s blessing, so 
wrestiie with the demon of wiutii and violence which hath 
enteied into my little floek that I trust to honnd tho wolf out 
of the fold, as if he were chased away with hau-dogs ’ 
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This 'vias the part of the conference from wliicli Mi Warden 
derived the greatest pleasure The pnlpit ivas at that time the 
same poacrfol cngme for affectmg popular feeling vilnch the 
press has smce become, and he had been no unsuccessful 
preaihor, as ure have already seen It fcdloaed as a imtural 
consequence that he rather over-estimated the povrers of his 
oim oratory, and, like some of his brethren about tiic period, 
vas glad of an opportunity to handle any matters of impi^tance, 
vrhe&er pubhc or private, the discusdon of uhich could bo 
dragged mto his discourse. In that rude i^e the dehcacy 
uas unknown uhich prescnbed time and place to personal 
c\hortations; and as the court preacher of^ addressed the 
kmg mdividually, and dictated to him the conduct he ought 
to observe m matters of state, so the nobleman himbelf, or 
any of his retamers, were, m the chapM of the feudal castle, 
often mcensed or appalled, as the case might be, by the dis- 
oubsioa of their private faults in the evening exercise, and by 
spintual censures dueoted agamst them speciiicall}', personally, 
and by name 

Tlio sermon by means of whudi Henry Warden proposed to 
icstore concord and good order to tho Castle of Avcncl bore 
for text the wcU-known words, * Ho who stnketh with the sword 
shall penbh by the swoid,’ ami was a smgular mixture of good 
sense and powerful oratoiy with pedantry and bad taste Ho 
enli^cd a good deal on tne word *stnketh,’ which he assured 
his heaiers comprehended blows given with the pomt as well as 
with ^e edge, and more generally shooting with hand-gun, 
woss-bow or long-bow, thrusting with a lanc^ or doing auy- 
ttog whateiw by wluob death im^t be occasioned to the 
^ve^ry la the same manner, he proved satisfectonly 
ttat the word ‘sword’ comprehended aU descnptionB, whethw 
backsword ot basket-bilt, outmid-thrust or rapier, falchion or 
^iter. ‘But 1^' he continued, with still greater aniitiat io n . 
tte text indudeth m its anathema those who strike wnth any 
of those weape^ whidi man hath devised for the exercise dt 
ms open hostdity, still more doth it comprehend such as from 
toeir form and size are devised rather for the giatifioation of 
pnvy nuhee by treachery than for the destruotion ot an enemy 
prewred and standing upon his defence. Such,* he proceeded, 
loomug stemly at the place where the page was seated on a 
ooshiou at t^ feet of his mistress, and wearing in his orimson 
belt a gay daggci with a gilded hilt — ‘such, mote especially, 
I hold to be those implements of death whu^ m our modem 



ii 


WAVERLBY NOVEIS 


and fantastic tunes, are irom not only by thieves and cut- 
throats, to \ihom they most properly belong, but even 1^ those 
nho attend upon women, and \iait m the clumbers of hononrablo 
ladies Yes^ my fnend^ every species of this unhappy sveapon, 
framed for all evil and foi no good, is comprehended imder this 
deadly dcnuncaation whether it be a stilct^ vihich we have 
bonowed bom the treacherous Italian, or a dnk, which is 
borne by the savage Highlandmen, or a whingci, uhich is 
earned by our oun Bordei thieves and cut-throats, oi a dudgeon- 
dagger, all ate ahke engines mvented by the deni himself, foi 
leady implements of deadly wrath, sudden to execute^ and 
difficult to be pamed Even the common sword-nnd-butddci 
brawlei despises tlie use of such a treacheious and mal ignant 
instrument, which is therefoie fit to be used, not by men oi 
soldiers, but by those who, tramed undei female mscipline, 
become themselves efiemmate hermaphrodites, having female 
spite and female cowaidice added to the mfirmities and evil 
passions of then masculme natiue ' 

The efiect which this oration produced upon the assembled 
congregation of Avenel cannot very easily bo desenbed The 
lady seemed at once embarrassed and offended, tho menials 
could hardly contain, uiidoi au affectation of deep attention, tho 
joy with whidi they heard the cbaplam launch his thunders at 
the head of the unpopular favourite, and the weapon which 
they considered as a badge of affectation and finely Mrs 
Lilias crested and drew up her head with all the deep-fdt pnde 
of gratified resentment, while tho steward, observing a strict 
neutrality of aspect, fixed his eyes upon on old scutcheon on tho 
opposite side of the waU, which he seemed to examine with tho 
utmost accuracy, more wilhng, perhaps, to incur the censure of 
bemg mattcntive to the sermon than that of seeming to listen 
with marked appiobation to what appeared so distasteful to liis 
mistress 

The unfortunate subject of the harangue^ whom nature had 
endowed with passions which had hitliorto found no ciibctual 
rcstramt, could not disguise the resentment which ho fdt at 
being thus direct!;* held up to tlic scorn, os well as the censure, 
of the assembled inhabitants of the litfde woild in which ho 
li\cd His brow grew red — his lip giew jiale — ho set his teeth 
— he denched his hand, and then with mechanical readiness 
giaspcd the weapon of which the dorgymon had gi%en so 
liideous a character , and at length, as the jneachcr heightened 
the colounng of his invective, he felt liis rage become so un- 
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S eniable that, fearful of beiug burned into some deed of 
jxoate violence, he lose up, traversed the chapel with hasty 
steps, and loft the congregation 

The preacbei ws surprised mto a sudden pause, while the 
fieiy youth shot across him like a flash of l^htaiit^, legarding 
him as he passed, as if he had wished to dart from his eyes the 
same powoi of bl^tmg and of consuming But no sooner had 
he crossed the (hapel, and shut with violence behmd him the 
dooi of the vaulted entrance by vhich it communicated with 
the castle, than the impropnety of his conduct supplied 
Warden vitili one of those happier subjects for eloquence, of 
which he knew how to take advantage fm making a suitable 
impiession on his heoicrs He paused for an instant, and then 
pionounced, in a slow and solemn voice, the deep anathema 
' He hath gone out fiom us because he was not of us * the sick 
man hath been offended at tlie wholesome hittei of the 


mcdicmc — the wounded patient hath flinched fiom the friendly 
knife of the surgeon — ^&e sheep hath fled horn the «h<»A pfn1d 
and dolircied himself to the wolf, because be could not assume 
the quiet and humble conduct demanded of us by the gieat 
Shepherd Ahl my biethren, beware of wrath — beware of 
pride — beware of the deadly and destioying sm which so often 
shows itsdf to our fiail eyes in the garments of light ' What 
IS our earthly honour? Pnde, and pnde only What our 
eaithty gifts and graces? Pride and vanity Voyagers speak 
of Iiidinu men who deck themselves with sbdls, and anoint 
themselves with pigments, and boast of their attnc as we do of 
our miserable caiual advantages Pnde could draw down the 
mommg-stor from Heaven oven to the vei^e of the pit Pnde 
and self-opinion kmdlcd the flammg sword which waves us 
off from Paradise Pnde made Adam mortal, and a weary 
wandeim on the face of the earth which he had else been at 
this day the immortal lord of Pnde brought amongst ns sin, 
and doubles every sm it has brought It is the outpost which 
the deni and the flesh most stubbornly maintain against the 
^ulte of grace, and until it he subdued, and its hanioiu 
Imelled with the very earth, there is more hope of a fool than 
of the sinner. Bend, then, from your bosoms this accursed 
sho^ of the fatal apple tear it up by the roots, though it bo 
istcd wiA the chords of your life Profit by the example of 
the miscible siniier that has passed from us, and nmbtwce the 
mcai» of graro while it is called -to-day — ere your conscience is 
sealed os with a fiichmud, and your ears deafened like of 
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tiio odder, and your hcaat hardened like the nethei iwllatnne 
Up, then, and be doing wiestle and overcome , resist^ and the 
enemy shall flee from you Watch and pray, lest ye into 
temptation, and let the stumbling of others bo your muxung 
and your example Above all, lely not on yourselves, foi such 
self-confidence is even the voist symptom of the disorder itsdf 
The Pharisee perhaps deemed himself humble nhile he stooped 
m the Templ^ and thanked God tliat he uas not as other men, 
and even as the publican But uhile his knees touched the 
marble pavement, his head was as high as the topmost pmnoole 
of the Temple Do not theiefoie deceive youisdve^ and offer 
false com, where the puiest you eon present is but as dross 
think not that sudi wrill pass the assay of Omnipotent Wisdom 
Yet shnnk not from the task because, as is my bounden duty, 
I do not disguise fiom you its difficulties Sdf-seaichmg can 
do much — meditation can do much — grace can do all ’ 

And he concluded with a touclung and animatmg exhortation 
to his hearers to seek Divine grace, which is perfect m human 
weakness 

The audience did not hsten to this addiess without being 
considerably aflfected, though it might be doubted whothoi 
the feelings of triumph excited by ^e disgraceful rebeat of 
the favourite page did not greatly qualify in the minds of 
many the exhoitabons of ^e preacher to chanty and to 
hun^ty And, m fact^ the expression of their countenanceb 
much resembled the sabsfied, biumphaut air of a sot of dhildien, 
who^ havmg just seen a companion pumshod for a fault ui 
wbi^ they had no share, con tiieir task with double glee, both 
because they themselveB oie out of the scrape and because the 
culpnt IS in it 

With very different feelings did the Lady of Avenel seek hoi 
own apaitmciit She fdt angry at Warden havmg made a 
domesbc matter, m which she took a personal interesl^ tlio 
subject of such pubhc discussion But t^ she knew the good 
. man claimed ns a branch of his Chnstun liberty as a preacher, 
and also that it was vmdicated by the miiveisu custom of his 
biethren But the self-willed conduct of her proUg6 afforded 
her yet deeper concern That he hod broken tlnough, m so 
remarkable a degree, not only the respect due to hoi presence, 
but that which w<i8 paid to religious admombon in those days 
with such peculiar reverence, aigued a spirit as untameable as 
his enemies had leprcsented him to possess And yet» so far os 
he hod been under her own eye, she had seen no more of that 
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ficiy spirit than appoarcd to hci to bccomo his Tears and lus 
rivacily This opinion might bo founded in some degicc on 
partudity, in some degree too, it might be owmg to the kmd- 
ness and indulgence \rhich she had alTrays extended to him , 
but still rile thought it impossible that she could be totally 
mistaken m the estimate i^e had formed of his chaiactei. 
The extieme of violence is scaice consistent with a course of 
continued hypocnqr (although Lihas charitably hmted that in 
some instances th^ wore happily united), and tlierefoie she 
could not exactly trust tlie report of others against her own 
experience and observation l^e thoughts of rius orphan boy 
riung to her heaitstnngs with a fondness for xihioh she herself 
was unable to account He had seemed to have been sent to 
hei by Heaven to fill up those intervals of languor and vacuity 
whirii deprived her of much enjoyment Peihaps he was not 
less dear to her because she wril saw that be was a favourite 
with no one else, and because she felt that to give lum up was 
to afibrd the judgment of hei husband and others a tnumph 
over her own— a oiicnmstance not qmte indifibient to the best 
of mouses of either sex 

In short, the Lady of Avenel formed the mtemal resolution 
that she would not desert her page while hei page could be 
rationally protected, and, with the view of ascertaining how' 
far tins might be done, she caused him to be summoned to her 
presence 



CHAPTER V 


In tlio ivild atonn, 

The seman hms lus mast donii, and tho mcrahant 
Hmvci to the billons waiea lio once dem'd precious , 

So 2nince and pear, 'mid pi^lai oontontnms, 

Cast oir their iaiountea 

Old Play 

It isrns some time eie Roland Gnumo appeared The messengei 
(hia old {nend Lilias) lud at first attempted to open the dooi of 
lus little apartmontj with the ehaiitable pm pose, doubtless, of 
enjoying the confusion, and moikmg the demeonom, of the 
oulpit But nn oblong bit of non, ydept a bolly was jmssed 
amoBs tlie dooi on the mside, and pevnnted hei bemgn in* 
tcntiona Lilias knocked, and colled at intervoli^ ‘Roland — 
Roland Cl (erne — Masta Roland Creome (an emphasis on the 
word ‘Mastoi ’}, nill you be pleased to undo tho dooi 1 What 
mis youf — oie you at your prayers m private to complete the 
devotion ehich yon left unfunded m public? Smely ne must 
liave a scieened seat foi you in tho chapel, that your gentdity 
may be fiee from the eyes of common folks ’ ’ Still no whisper 
eas heard m leply ‘Well, Mnstei Roland,' said the uniting^ 
mmd, ‘I must my mistioss that, if she eould liave an 
answei, she must eitliei come herself oi send those on onand 
to you who can beat the dooi down ’ 

‘What says your lady?’ mquiied the page fiom eithin 
‘Marry, open the dom and you shall heai,’ answeied the 
eoitmg-maid ‘I tiow it becomes my lady's message to be 
listen^ to face to*'faae, and I will not, f<u yoiu idle pleosme, 
nhistle it through a key-hole ’ 

‘Your misti ess’s name,’ said the page^ opening the dooi, 
‘is too fair a cover foi your impmtmenco What says my 
lady ? ’ 

‘That you V ill be pleased to come to hei directly, in the 
nitlidrauing^room,* answeied Lilias ‘1 presume she has some 
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direcfatons for you concerning the fonns to be observed m 
leaving chapel in futuie ’ 

' Say to my lady that I viiU duectly wait on hei,’ said the 

i tage, and, returning mto his onn apartment^ he once moie 
ooked the dooi in the face of the waitmg-maid 
‘Bare courtesy >’ mnttoied Lihas, and, ictuxning to hei 
mistieBB, acquainted hei that Boland Grteme would wait on 
hei when it suited his convenience 


‘What< IB that his phrase or youi own addition, Lilias f’ 
said the lady, coolly 

‘Nay, madam,’ rephed the attendant, not diieotly answenng 
the question, ‘he looked as if he could have said much more 
impertment things than that, if 1 had been wilhng to hear 
them But heie he comes to onswei foi himself ’ 

Boland Gionne entered the apartment with a loftier mien 
and somewhat a highei coloui than Ins wont, theie was 
emhanassment in his manner, but it was neither that of fear 
nor of pemtence 

‘Young man,’ said the lady, ‘what tiow you am I to think 
of your conduct this day 1 * 

‘If it lias offended you, madam, I am deeply grieved,’ said 
the youth 

‘ To have offended me alone,’ said the lady, ‘were but httlc 
You have been guilty of conduct which will higUy offend youi 
master — of violence to youi fellow-servant^ and of disrespect 
to God Himself, m the person of His ambassador.’ 

‘ Permit me agam to reply,’ said the page, ‘that, if I have 
offended my only mistiess, fnend, and benofaettess, it 
^e Bum of my guilt, and deserves the sum of my penitence 
Sir Halbert Glendmmng calls me not servant, nor do I call 
him master he is not entitled to hlame me foi (diastismg an 
insolent gioom, nor do I few the wrath of Heaven for treat- 
ing with scorn the nnanthonsed mtcifeience of a 
preacbei ' ® 


The Lady of Avend liad before this seen lEymptoms m her 
favourite boyish petulance and of impatmnco of censure or 
leproof. Bat his present demeanour was of a graver and moie 
aeteimiu^ character, and she was for a moment at a loss how 
she should timt the youth, who seemed to have at once 
^med character not only of a man, hut of a hold and 
ueteimined one She paused on instant, and then naminnirig 
B 1 nntuial to her, she said, ‘fe it to nm 

Boland, that you hold this language ? Is it fe«r the purpose of 


» 
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making me repent the favour I have shown joii that you 
declare youieelf independent both of an earthly and a Hca% only 
master? Hare you forgotten what you wer^ and to nhnt the 
loss of my prote^on would speedily again reduce you?’ 

‘Lady,’ said the page, ‘I have foigot nothmg I remember 
but too much 1 know that, but foi yon, I should ha'io 
perished in yon blue waves,’ pomtmg, as ho sj^e, to the lake, 
which was seen throi\gh'*the window, agitated by the western 
ivind ‘Your goodness bos gono farthei, madam you have 
protected mo agomst the malice of others, and against my <mn 
folly You are free, if you are willing, to abandon the orphan 
you have reared You have left nothing undone by him, and 
he complains of nothing And yet, lady, do not think I have 
been ungrateful I have endured somethmg on my pari^ which 
I would have borne for the sake of no one but my bene- 
factress ’ 

'For my sake >’ said the lady, ‘and what is it that I can 
have subjected you to endure, which can bo remembered witii 
other feelings than those of thanks and gratitude?’ 

'You ore too just, madam, to require me to bo thankful for 
the cold neglect with which youi husband has uniformly 
ticated mo — ^neglect not unminglcd with fixed aversion You 
aie too just, madam, to require me to be mteful foi the con- 
stant and unceasing moiks of scorn and malevolence witli 
w’bich 1 have been treated by others, or for such a homily as 
that with which your reverend diaploin has, at my expense, 
this veiy day regaled the assembled household ’ 

'Heard mortal ears the like of this >’ said the waiting-maid, 
with her hands expanded, oqd her eyes turned up to Heaven , 
‘he speaks as if he were son of an earl, oi of a belted knight 
the least penny ' ’ 

The page glanced on her a look of supreme contempt, but 
vouchsafed no other answer His misticss, who began to fool 
herself sonouely ofibnded, and yet sony for the youth’s folly, 
took up the same tone 

‘Indeed, Boland, you forgot yourself so strangely,’ said she, 
‘that you will tempt mo to toko senous measures to lower yon 
in your owui opinion by icducmg yon to your proper station in 
society ’ 

'And that,’ added Lilias^ 'would ho host done by tnrmng 
him out tlio bome beggar’s brat tliat j'onr ladyship took 
him in ’ 

‘Lilias speaks too rudely,’ continued the lady, ‘but she has 
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spokon the tintli, jouug man , nor do T think I ought to opaie 
that piide \rhioh hath bo completely tinned j-om head You 
have been tndied up nith fine gaiments, and treated like the 
son of a gentleman, until you have foigot the fountain of youi 
churlish hlood ’ 

‘ Gravmg your paidon, most honourable madam, Lihas hath 
not spoken tiuth, nor does youi ladyship know aught of my 
descent whufii should entitle you to tieat it uitli such decided 
Bcom I nm no beggar’s brat* my grandmother begged from 
no one, heie nor elseuhero, she wonld have perished sooner 
on the bare mooi We ueie hamed out and diiven horn our 
home — a chance which has liappcd olaenheie, and to olhiers 
Avcncl Castle, uitfa its lake and its toners, was not at all 
times able to piotect its mhabitants from want and desolation ’ 
‘Hcai but his assnianoe*’ said Lilias, ‘he upbraids my 
lady tilth the distiesscs of het family * ' 

‘It had mdecd been a theme moie gratefully spaicd,’ said 
the lady, afi&cted nevertlieless nith the mlusion 

‘It nas neceasaay, madam, for my \ indication,’ said the 
page, ‘oi I had not even hinted at a void that might give you 
pain But behove, hononied lady, I am of no imurl’s blood 
My proper descent I know not, but my only relation has said, 
and my heart has echoed it back and attested the truth, tliat I 
am sprung of gentle blood, and deserve gentle usage ’ 

‘And upon an assuionce so vague as this,’ said the lady, 
‘do you proTOse to expect all the regard, all the pnvilegcs, 
befitting high rank and distinguished hath, and become a 
oontcudci foi ooncesBions nluch are only due to the noble t 
Go to, Bii, know yourself, or the master of the household shall 
make you knoii you are hable to the scomge as a malapeit 
hoy You have tasted too little the discipline fit for tout asre 
and station ’ j e 


‘Tlie mastei of the household shall taste of my dagger ere 
I taste of his disoiphnc,’ said the page, ginug uav' to his ro- 
stramed passion, ‘ Lady, I have been too long the vass^ of a 
pantonfle, and the slave of a silvei' whistle You must hence 
lorth find some othei to ansuoi yoiu call, and let him he of 
birth and spu It mean enough to brook the scorn of youi menials 
anci to call a chiiich Tassal hiB znastoi * 

‘I have deserved this insult,’ said the lady, colounug decnlv, 
lor so long enduring and fostering yoiu petulanee BegoSu 
^ to-night I mil send you the me^s rf 
subsistence till you find some honest mode of support, though 
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Z fear jour uuag^aij giimdeur Tnll be above all others save 
those d rapine and violence. Begpae, sir, and see mj face no 
more’ 

The page tbreir himself at her feet in an agony of sorrow 

'M}' dear and honoured mistress ^’he said, but iras unable 

to brmg out another pliable 

' Anse, sir,' said the lady, 'and let go my mantle hypocr^y 
IS a poor cloak for mgratitude * 

'I am incapable of either, madam,’ said the pagi^ springing 
up tnth the hosfy start of passion \rhich belonged to his rapid 
and impetuons temper ‘Think not I meant to implore per- 
mission to reside heie , it has been long my detemunation to 
leave Avenel, and I mil never forgive myself for having per- 
mitted you to say the word “ begone ” ere I said, “ I leave you ” 
I did but kneel to ask your foigiveness for an ill-considered 
uord used m the height of di^leasure^ but \rhicb ill became 
my month as addressed to you Other grace 1 asked not , yon 
have done much for me, but I rqieat^ that you better knovr 
uhat you yourself bave done than vrhat I bave suffered ’ 

‘Boland,’ said the lady, somewhat appeased, and rdentmg 
towards her favourite^ 'you had me to appeal to when you 
were aggneved You were neither called upon to suffer wrong 
nor entitled to resent it when you were under my protection ’ 
‘And what^’ said the youlh, 'if I sustamed wrongfrom those 
you loved and favoured, was I to disturb your peace with idle 
tale-beatings and eternal complaints? madam, I have 
borne my own burden in silence, and without distmbmg you 
with munnurs , and the respect which you accuse nib of want- 
ing furnishes the only reason why 1 have neither appealed to 
you nor taken vengeance at my own hand m a manner far 
more efiectual It is well, however, that we part I was not 
bom to be a stipendiary, favoured by his mislxess until rumed 
by the calumnies of oi^cTB May Heaven mnltiptly its choicest 
blessings on your honoured head , and, for your s&c^ upon all 
tl^t are dear to you ' ’ 

He was abotU) to leave the apartment when the lady called 
upon him to return He stood stdl, while she thus addressed 
him 'It was not my mtenbon, nor would it be just^ even m 
the height of my displeasure^ to dismiss you without the means 
of support * take this purse of gold ’ 

‘Forgive mo, lady,’ said the bc^, ‘aud let me go hence with 
the consciousness that I have not been degraded to the point 
of accqitmg alms If my poor services can he placed against 
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tlie expense of my apparel and my maintenance, I only remain 
debtor to you for my life, and that alone is a debt uhicb I can 
never repay , put up then that purse, and only say mstead that 
you do not part from me m anger.’ 

‘No, not m anger,' said the lady, ‘m sonou: rather for your 
Tiilfolness , but take the gold— you cannot but need it ’ 

‘May God evermore bless you for the kmd tone and the 
kmduord* hut the gold I cannot take I am able of body, 
and do not lack &ienda so u holly as you may think , for the 
time may come that I may yet show mysdf more thankful 
than by mere words’ He threw himself on his knee^ kissed 
the hand which she did not withdraw, and then hastily left the 
apartment 

Lilias for a moment or two kept hci eye fixed on her mistress, 
who looked so imusually pale that she seemed about to famt, 
but the lady instantly recovered herself, and declimng the 
assistance which her attendant offered her, walked to her own 
apartment 



CHAPTER VI 


Thou Iiost each scorot of the honseliold, IVancis 
I dare be snorn thon host been in the battery 
Ste^ng tliy eunoiu hamour in fat ali^ 

An Am thebntler'a tattle — ay, or cliatting 
IVith the ^ib Tiaiting-vomaii o'er her comhts — 

These beai the key to eaeh domestic mysteiy 

OfdJPlay 

UFOS’ the montra succeeding the scene ue have described, the 
disgiaced favourite left the castle, and at breakfast- tune tlio 
cautious old steward and Mrs Lilios sat in the apartment of 
the latter personage, holding grave converse on the important 
event of the day, sweetened a small treat of comfits^ to 'which 
the piovidenco of Mi Wingate had added a little flai^ of raoy 
canaiy 

‘ He 18 gone at lost^’ said tiie abigail, sipping hei ^ass , ‘ and 
heie 18 to his good joum^ ’ 

<Amen,’ ansueied the steaoid, gravely, '1 uish the poor 
deserted lad no ill ’ 

‘ And ho IS gone like a add duck, as he came,’ continued Mis 
Lilias, ‘no lowenng of drawbridges or pacing along causeways 
foi him My mastOT has pushed off in we boat which they call 
the “Little Hciod ” (more shame to them foi giving the name 
of a Chnstian to 'wood and iron), and has rowed himself by 
himself to the further side of the looh, aud off and away with 
himself, and left all his finery shewed about hi& loom I wonder 
who is to clean hjs trumpeiy out after him — ^though the things 
aie worth hftmg too ’ 

‘Doubtless, Mrs Ldias,* answ'ered the master of the house- 
hold , ‘in the which case 1 am fiee to think they will not long 
cumber the floor ’ 

‘And now tell m^ Mr Wingate^’ continued the damsel, ‘do 
not the very cockles of your heart rejoice at the house bemg 
nd of &18 upstart whelp, that flung us all into shadow?’ 
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'Why, Mrs Lilias,’ replied Wingate, ‘as to ie]oicmg — those 
\rho hare lived as long m groat htmilios as has been my lot 
Mill be m no bony to icjmce at anything And for Roland 
Giseme, though he may be a good riddance m the main, yet 
uhat says the very sooth pioveib, “Seldom comes a better”’ 
‘Seldom comes a better, indeed ** echoed Mis Lihas ‘I 
say, never can come a uorse, or one half so bad. He mi^t 
have been the nun of our poor dear mistiess (hero she used 
her keichief), body and soul, and estate too, for she spent 
more com on his apparel than on any fom* servants about the 
house’ 


‘ Mrs Lilian’ said the sage stevrard, ‘ I do opine that our 
mistress lequireth not thm pity at oui hands, being m all 
lespects competent to take caie of her own b^y, soul, and 
estate into the bargain ’ 

‘You would not mayhap have said so,’ onswcied the waiting- 
Moman, ‘had you seen how hke Lot’s wife she looked when 
young master took his leave My mistress is a good lady, and 
a virtuous, aud a wdl-domg lady, and a well'Spoken of — but I 
Mould not Sir Halbert had seen hei last evemng foi tuo and a 
plaok’ 

*Oh,foyl foyl foyi’ reiterated the Btevraid , ‘servants should 
hear and see, and say nothing Besides that, mj lady is utterly 
devoted to Sir Halbert^ as wdl she may, bemg, as he is, the 
most lenowncd knight m these ports ’ 

‘Well — ■Moll,’ and the abigail, ‘I mean no moie harm , but 
they that seek least renouu abroad aio most apt to find quiet 
at home, that’s all , and my lady’s lonesome situation is to be 
TOnsidored, that mode her fam to take up Mith the first beggar’s 
brat that a dog brou^t her out of the loch ’ 

‘^d, therefore,’ said the steMaid, ‘I say, logoice not too 
much 01 too hastily, Mrs Lihas, foi if your lady Mished a 
favourite to pass away the time, depend upon it, the tune will 
not pass lighter now that he is gone So she Mill have another 
favounto to choose foi herself, and be assured, if she wishes 
such a toy, she muII not lack one ’ 

‘^id should she choose one, but nmeng her own tried 
and foitl^l se^nts,’ said Mrs Lihas, ‘who have broken hei 
bmd and drank her dnnk for so mai^ yearsl I have knoM-n 
mny a lady high as she that never thought either of a frieud 
01 favounto beyond then: oun waiting-woman — always having 
proper K^ieot, at the same tune, for their old aud failhfal 
master of the household, Mr Wingate ’ 



Bi 


WAVJJRLEY NO^TELS 


‘Truly, Mrs Lilios,* replied the stonan], 'I do pnrllysee 
the miiik at mIucIi you blioot, but I doubt your bolt uill fidl 
slioit Matters being uith our Indy ns it likes you to suppose, 
it 'nill ncitlioi bo your enmped pinners, Mrs, Inlins — speaking 
of them uith duo respect — ^nor luy silver hnir or golden diniu, 
that mil dll up the void uhicli Kolniid Gnnnic must needs 
leave 111 oui Indy’s Ici&uic There mil be n learned young 
diviue uith some non doctiino, n learned Iccdi uitli some ncu 
drug, a bold cnvalici, uho not be lefuscd the fa\our of 
\icanng her colours at a luuniug at the nng , a cunning harper 
that could liarp the hoirt out of uomnu’b breast^ as Uiey' sa}' 
Signoi Dand Bizrio did to our poor Queen — these arc the sort 
of folk uho supply the loss of a uclhfniourcd farouiito, and not 
an old steward or a middle-aged uaitmg-uomnn ’ 

‘ Well,’ loplicd Lilkis, ‘you havo expononeo, Mastci Wingate, 
and truly I 'uould my mastei would Icarc off his pining hither 
and thither, luid look better after tlio affairs of his household 
There mil be >i Fapistno among us nevt, for what should I see 
among master’s clothes but a string of gold bends } I promise 
y'oti, aves and credos both < I seised on them like a falcon ’ 

' I doubt it not — I doubt it not,’ sard the stew atd, sagpiciotisly 
nodding his head, ‘I hare often noticed that tiro boy hud 
stenugo observances which savoured of Fopory, and that he was 
very jealous to conceal them But you will find the Catholic 
uiider the Ficsbj'tcirair cloak ns often as tlie knave midm the 
friar ’s hood — what tlioii Y w o ore all mortal Bight proper beads 
tlrey are,’ ho added, looking attentively at tiicm, 'and may 
weigh four ounces of fine gold ' 

'And I will liave them melted down presently,’ she said, 
‘before tlrey be the misgurdmg of some poor blinded soul ’ 
‘Yoiy caution^ ludcra, Mre Lilian’ said the steward, nod- 
ding hiB head in assent 

'I will have tlicm made,’ said Mrs Lilias, 'into a pan of 
shoe-buckles , 1 would not w car tlio Fope’s trinkets, or whatcr cr 
has once borne the sliapo of them, one inch above my rnatep, 
w ere they diamonds instead of gold But this is w hat has come 
of Fatlrer AmbroCe coming about the castle, as demure as a uit 
that is about to steal cream ’ 

‘Father Ambrose is our master ’s brother,’ said tho steward, 
gravely 

‘ Very ti uc, Master Wmgatc,’ replied the dame , ‘ but is tlint 
a good reason why he should pervert Uie king’s hege subjects 
to Fapistriof’ 
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Hcavca forbid, Mib Lilias,’ answered the beutentioos majop- 
domo , ‘but yet tiiere are wotec folk thiui the Papists ’ 

‘1 wonder where they are to be found,’ said the waiting- 
woman, with some aspenty ; ‘but I beltore, Master lYrngat^ if 
one w'ere to speak to you about the devil himbelf, you would 
say there were worse people thou Satan ’ 

'Assuredly I might say so,’ rephed the steward, ‘supposii^ 
that I saw Satan stoiidmg at my elbow ’ 

The waiting-woman started, and bavmg exclaimed, ‘God 
bless us t ’ added, ‘ I wonder, Mr Wingat^ you can take pleasure 
iu fnghtenmg one thus.* 


‘ Nay, Mrs Lilian I had no such purpose,’ was tiie reply, ‘ but 
look you here — ^the Papists aie put down foi the present, but 
who knows bow lot^ tma word "present” will last? There ore 
two great Popish earls in the norm of Kn gtftn d ^at abominate 
the very word ‘‘ Befonnation”. I mean the Northumberland and 
liVestmorelaud eails, men of power enough to shake any throne 
in Christendom liieu, though our Scottish Emg be, God bless 
him, a true Protestant, yet he is but a boy, and here is his 
motlier that was our Queen— I trust there is no harm to say 
God bless her too — and sho is a Ckitholic ; and many begin to 
think sho bos had but bard measure, such as the Homiltons in 
tlic wc&t, and some of our Border chms heie^ and the Gordons 
in tho nortli, who ore all wishing to see a new woild, and if 
such a new world should chance to come up^ it is hkc that the 
Queen will take hack her own orowu, and that tho mass and 
tlic cross will come up, and then down go pulpits, Geneva gowns, 
and black silk skull-caps * 

*4^^ have you, Mr. Jasper Wingate^ who have heard the 

tt Old, and listened unto pure and precious Mr Henry Warden 

have you, I say, tho patience to speak, or but to thinlf, of Popery 
conung down on. us like a storm, or of tho woman Mary again 
making tho royal scat of Scotland a throne of abomination 1 
Ao marvel that you are so civil to the cowled monk, Fathei 
Ambrose, when he comes hither with bis downcast eyes that he 
ncior raises to my lady’s face, and with his low sweob-toned 
\oic<^ and his hmcdidUt, and his bcuisons, and who so readv 
to hike them kindly as Mr Wingate ?’ • 

■ A Lilias, replied the butler, with on air which was 
introded to close the debate, ‘there are reasons for all things 
11 J recciY« bather Ambrose dcboiiauly, and suiTcrod hiw? to 
steal a word now mid then with this same Roland Gneme. it 
was not that I cared a brass boddle for his bemson or malison 



WAVEliMY NOVELS 


6fl 

oithoi, blit only because I lespoctcd my mastoi’s blood And 
uho can nnsvei, if Alaiy come m again, \rlietliei he may not 
be as stout a tiee to lean to ns ovei his biother hath piovcd 
to us? Foi donn goes theEail of Muiiay when the Queen 
comes by hei own again, and good is his luck if ho can 
keep the head on Ins onn shonldeis And down goes onr 
knight with the Sail, Ins pation, and who so like to mount 
into his empty saddle as tins same Fatliei Ambiosot The 
Pope of Homo con soon disixmse witli his vows^ and then 
we should haie Sn Edwoid the soMiei, instead of Ambrose 
the piiest ’ 

Angei and astonishment kept Mrs Lilias silent, while hei 
old fiiend, in his self-complacont maimei, was making known 
to hei Ins political spooulations At length hei icsentmeut 
found iitteianoe in woids of gieat iie and sooin ‘\\liat, 
Mostei Wingate ' have you eaten my mistress’s bead, to say 
notlniig of my mastoi’s, so many years, that you could live to 
think of hci being dispossessed of hoi own Castle of Avenel 
by a wietohed monk who is not a diop’s blood to hei in tlie 
way of relation 1 I, that am but a woman, would tiy Hist 
whether my lock oi Ins eowlweiethc better metal Shame 
on you, Mastei Wingate < If I had not held yon as so old 
an acquaintance, tbs should have gone to my lady’s cars, 
though I hod boon called vickthank and tole-pyot foi my 
pains, as when I told of il^Iand Gioime shootiug the wild 
swan’ 

Master Wingate was somewliat dismayed at peicemng that 
the detail which he luid given of his far-sighted pohtical views 
had piodiiced on his heaiei lathei suspiiaon of Ins fidelity 
than admiiation of bs wudoin, and endear ouied as hastily as 
possible to apologise and to esplam, although internally e\- 
tiemely ofihnded at the iinicoaonable view, as he deemed it, 
which it had pleased Misti css Lilias Biadboiime to take of bs 
evptesBions , and mentally convmcod that hoi disappiobatiou 
of his sentiments arose eolely out of tlie consideration that, 
though Fatliei Ambose, supposing lum to become the mastci 
of the castle, would ceitamly lequiie the sci vices of a stewaid, 
yet those of awfiitmg-woman would, in tho supposed cuoum- 
stances, be altogetliei snpetSuous 

Aftei his evplauatiou had been leoeived as explanations 
usually oie, the two fiiends separated , Lilias to attend the 
bdvoi whistic which called her to hei mistress’s ohambci, and 
the sapient majoi-domo to the duties of his own department 
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They parted rnth lees than their usual degree of leveieace and 
regard, fot the sterraid felt that his irorldlj nisdom nas 
lebnked 1>y the mote disinterasted attachment of the iraitmg- 
aomtui, and Mistiess Lihas Btadboume nas compelled to 
considei hei old fneod as sometliing little better than a 
timc-Bcrvei 



CHAPTER Vn 


Wben I baa a aazpcnaa under my thnml^ 

Than I get oiadit in ilka toun , 

Bat when I am poor, they bid me gae by 
0 poverty paita good comtiany I 

(M&nvi 

Wbhie the dopaitnie of the page aflbidcd Bahgect foi tlie 
conveigation whidi wo hove detailed m our lest chapter, tlie 
late favourite was fai odvauecd ou hu sohtaiy joatney, without 
well knowing what was its ohjoot, or what was likely to bo its 
end He had rowed the skiff in which ho loft the castle to the 
aide of the lake moat distant from the village, witli tlio desire 
of escaping horn the notice of the inhabitoute Eis pndo 
whisper^ that he would be, m his discorded stat^ only the 
subject of their wonder and oompsssioD, and his genciosity 
told him that any mark of sympathy w hich his situabou should 
excite might be unfavourably report at the castle A tafimg 
incident convinced him ho hod little to fear for his friends 
on the latter sooro He was met by a young man some years 
older tlian himself who had on foimec occasions been but too 
happy to be permitted to shore in his sports in the subordinate 
oharaotor of his assistant Ralph Fisher appioochcd to gieet 
him with all the alacnty of on humble fncnd 

'What, Miistei Roland, abroad on this side, and mtiiont 
cither hawk or hound f ’ 

'Hawk or hound,’ said Boland, 'I will never poihaps lialloo 
to ogam I have been dismissi^— that is, I hove left tlie 
casbo’ , 

Ralph was suipnsod 'What' you am to p<iss into tlie 
knighn service, and take the blook-joek and tlic lance? ’ 

'Indeed,’ replied Boland Grmme, 'I am not, 1 am now leav- 
ing the service of Avenel for ever ’ 

'And whither ore you going then?’ said the young peasant 
'Nay, that is a question which it craves tune to answer I 
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have that matter to determine yet,’ icplied the disgraced 


favountc 

‘ Nay, nay,’ said Balph, ‘ I warrant you it w the same to you 
aluch way you go my lady would not dismiBS you till she 
liad put some linmg into the pouches of your douhlet.’ 

‘ Sordid slave ' ’ said Boland Gneme, ‘ dost thou thmk I 
would have accepted a boon from one who was giA'mg me over 
a pr^ to detraotiou and to nun, at the mstigation of a canting 
pnest and a meddlmg servmg-womau t The bread that I had 
bought w'ltii such on alms would have choked me at the first 
mouthful ’ 

Balph looked at his quondam fiiend with an air of wondei 
not unmized with contempt 'Well,’ he said at length, ‘no 
occasion for passion— each mim knows his ovrn stomach best; 
but, weie 1 on a black mooi at this tune of day, not knowing 
whither 1 was gomg, 1 should be glad to have a bioad piece or 
two m my pouch, come by them as 1 could But poihaps you 
will go with me to my father’s — ^that is, for a night, for to- 
monow we evpeot my unde Menelaus and all his fo& , but, ns 
I said, foi one night- — ’ 

The cold-blooded limitation of the offered sheltei to one 


night only, and that tendeied most unwilbngly, offended the 
pnde of uie discarded favourite 

‘I would lathoi sleep ou the fresh heather, as I have done 
many a night on less occasion,’ said Boland Giieme, ‘than in 
the smoky garret of youi fathei, that smeUs of peat-smoke and 
nsquehaugh like a Highlander's plaid ’ 

1 choose, my master, if yon aie so nice,' replied 

Ralph Fisher, ‘you may be ^ad to smell a peat-fire^ and 
iwueba^h too, you ]oumey long in the fashion you propose, 
lou might have said “God-a-merey for your pioffer,” tihou^ , 
it 18 not evoiy one will put themselves m the way d ill-wiU by 
liarbounug a discarded serrmg-man ’ 

Roland Grsame, ‘I wmild pray vou to lemembcr 
tliatl have switched you befme now, and this is the minA ndme- 
wand w hich you have tasted ’ “ 

"■ clownish figme, axnvcd at his 

of the most complete personal 
SSKSjJS™ at Ih. tteata « fto 


nn.1 the same wand,’ he said, • but not the same hand , 

i y’s page that was, when your switch was up, it was no 
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fear of you, but of your betteis, tlut kept uuuo dowu, and I 
x>ot not \ihat luudeia me fiom deanng old scoies nitli tlus 
hazel rung, and shovuig you it tvas your Indy’s hvery-coat 
\ihich I apaiod, and not 30m flesh and blood. Master Rdand ’ 
In the midst of his rage, Soland Gitome nas just uisc enough 
to see thal^ by coutimuug this alteication, he ironld subject 
lumself to TOiy 1 ude treatment from the Ikku, uho uus so much 
oldei and stiongoi than himself, and while his antagonist^ with 
a sort of jeexing laugh of defionci^ seemed to proi we tlie con- 
test, he felt the full bitterness of his own degraded condition, 
and burst into a passion of tears, a Inch he in vam eudearouied 
to conceal with both his hands 

Even the lough chml nos mored nith the distiess of his 
quondam compamon 

‘ Nay, Miastei Bolaud,’ he said, ‘ I did but as 'tweie jest u ith 
thee , I would not harm tliee, man, a cie it but foi old acqnaiut- 
auce sake But evei look to a man’s mches 010 you talk of 
sintohing , why, tliine aim, man, is but lilre a spmdle compared 
to mine But liaik, I hear old Adam Woodcodc hallooing to 
his hawk Come along^ man, we will hare a meny afternoon, 
and go jolhly to my hither's, m spite of the peat-smoke and 
usquebaugh to boot May'be we may put you into some honest 
way of muuing yom bieo^ though ifs hold to come by in these 
broken tmies ’ 

The unfortunate page made no answer, uoi did he withdmw 
his hands fiom his foce, and IMiei continued lu what he 
imagined a suitable tone in comfoit 

‘Why, man, when you weio my lady’s nuuion, men held 
you pioii^ and some thought you a Papi^ and 1 w ot not w hat , 
and so, now that you hare no one to beat you out, yon must 
be companionable and hearty, and wait on the miuistei's ex- 
aminations, and put these thmgs out of folks’ heads, and if he 
says you are in fault, you must jouk youi liead to the stieam , 
aud if a goutloman, or a gentleman’s gontlcinau, gives you a 
lough wo^ or a light blow, you must only say, “Thank yon 
foi dusting my doublet,” 01 the like, os I Imre done by you 
But liork to Woodcock’e whietlo again. Come, aud I will teach 
you all the tnck o&’t as we go on ’ 

‘ I thank you,’ said Roland Grmme, eudearoming to assume 
an ail of mdifference and of snpenonty , 'hut I hare anothei 
path befoie me, and weio it otoeiwisc, I could not tio>id m 
yours ’ 

'Yeiy tiuo, blaster Boland,’ replied the clown, ‘and erciy 
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man knows his own mattem host, and so I will not keep you 
from the path, as you say Give us a grip of your hand, man, 
for anld laag syne What ' not clap palms ere we part^well, 
so be it— a wilfril man will hare his way, and so hirewdl, and 
tho blessing of the morning to yon ’ 

‘Good-mmow— good-morrow,’ said Roland, hastily, and 
the clown walked hghtly off, whistling as he went, and glad, 
apparently, to be nd of an aquaintance whose claims might 
be troublcsonie, and who had no longer the means to be senice- 
able to him 

Roland Gimme compelled huuself to walk on while they w ere 
within s^t of each other, that his former mtimate might not 
atigur any Tacillation of purpose, or uncertainty of object, from 
his remauung on tho same spot, but the effort was a painful one 
He seemed stunned, as it were, and giddy, the earth on which 
ho stood fdt as it unsound, and qual^ under his feet like the 
trface of a bog , and he had once or twice neaily fallen, thourii 
the path he trode was of firm greensward He kept resolut^- 
moving forward, m spite of the mternal agitation to w hich there 
symptoms belonged, until the distant form of his acquaintance 
disappear^ behind the slope of a hiH, when his hS failed at 
mce, and, sittmg down on the turf, remote from human ken. 

expressions of wounded pnde, gnef, 
St(^”^ iMamed profusion and enquired 


ae^pamed by the same '““Ser 

milder sentiment was awatimoa an affoctiug yet 

ofhisbcnefiiDiniH nfti,... ky fte iccollection 


herta him^^ mte TZ; .r ™“«?’^Wch had attached 
recollected as offences of a dreD^dvI a l«tiilanci^ now 
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a Funtan , that I have been thoughtless^ but not kicked; that 
in mj \nldest moments I have respected, and honouied 
her, and that the orphan boy might indeed be heedless, but 
was never ungratefnl < ’ 

He turned, as these thoughts passed through his mind, and 
began hastily to retiead his footsteps tovmrds the castle But 
he checked the first eagerness of his repentant haste when ho 
reflected on the scorn and contempt with which the fiimily were 
likely to see the retnm of the fugitive humbled, as they must 
necessarily suppose him, mto a supplicant, who requested pardon 
for his fault, aofl permission to return to his service Ho 
slackened his pace, bnt he stood not still 

‘I carenot,’heresolntelydetermmed, ‘let them u ink, poml^ 
nod, sneer, sp^ of the conceit which is humbled, of the pndo 
which has hm a fall — care not, it is a penance duo to my 
folly, and I will endure it with patience Bnt if she also, my bene* 
tactless — ^if she also should thmk me sordid and weak-spintcd 
enough to beg, not for her pardon alone^ but for a renewal of 
the ^vantages which I denved from her favour— /ler suspicion 
of ^ meanness 1 cannot — I will not brook ’ 

^ stood stall, and his pnd^ rallpng with constitutional 
obstmaoy against his more just fedmg, urged that he would 
mcnr the scorn of the Lady of Avenel rather than obtain her 
favour by followmg the course which the first ardour of his 
repentant feelmgs had dictated to him 

‘H 1 had but some plausible preterit’ bethought — ^‘somo 
ostensible reason for my return, some excuse to allege which 
might show I came not as a degraded suppheant or a discarded 
menial, I might go thither, hut as I am, I cannot my heart 
would leap from its place and burst’ 

As these thoughts swept through bis mmd, something passed 
in the air so near him as to dazsle his eyes, and almost to brush 
the plume in his cap He looked up — ^it was the favounto falcon 
of Sir Halbert^ which, flymg around his head, seemed to claim 
his attention, as tliat of a well-known fnend Roland extended 
his arm, and gave the acenstomed w hoop, and the falcon mstantly 
settled on his wnd^ and began to prune itself, glancing at the 
youth from time to time an acute and brilliant beam of'its hard 
eye, which seemed to ask why he caressed it not with his usual 
fondness 

‘Ah, Diamond ' ’ be said, as if the bird understood him, 'thou 
and I must be strangers henceforward Many a gallant stoop 
have I seen thee make, and many a brave heron strike down , 



THE ABBOT 


but that IS aU gone and ovei, and there is no hawking more 
forme'* 

'And why not, Master Boland,’ said Adam 'Woodcock, the 
falconer, who came at that mstant from behind a few alder 
hushes uhich had concealed him from new — ‘ why should there 
he no moie hawkmg foi you? Why, man, what were our life 
without our qairts f Thou know’st the jolly old song — 

And rather world Allan m duneeon he, 

Than hve at lam where the fa^n cannot fly , 

And Allan wonlfl rather he m eexton'a ponna, 

Than h\e where he follow’d not the meny hawk and bound.’ 


1%e voice of the falconer was hearty and fncndly, and the 
tone m whuli he half-sung, half-recited his rude halhd implied 
lionest frankness and cordiality But remembrance of then 
quarrel, and its consequences, embamissed Roland, and pre- 
vented hia reply The falconer saw his hesitation, and guessed 
the cause 

‘"What now,' said hey 'Master Boland ? do you, who are half 
an Bnglishman, think that I, who am a whole one, would keep 
up anger agmst you, and you m distress ? ’That were like some 
of the Scots — ^my master’s reverence always excepted — who can 
be fan and false, and wait their tune, and keep then mind, as 
thCT say, to themselves, and toudi pot and flagon with you, 
and hunt and hawk with you, and, after all, when time serves, 
wy off some old fend with tiie point of the dagger. Qamj 
Yorkshire has no memory for such dd soies Why, rnim^ m 
youhad hit me a rough blow, maybe I would rather have taken 
it from you than a rough word from another , foi you have a 
good i^on of falconry, though you stand up for washing the 
meat for the eyases. So give us iTiur hand, man, and hear no 
malice’ 


Boland, though he felt his proud blood rebd at tihie famih- 
Miy of honest Adam’s address, could not resist its downright 
tonkn^ Covering his face with the one han^ he hdd out 
the mor to the falconer, and returned with readmess his 
friendly graqi • 

hearty now,’ said Woodcock; '1 always said 
^ you had a kind heart, though you have a spice of the devil in 
ymir disposition, that is certam I came this way with the 
falcon on purpose to find you, and yon half-bied liibh^ told 
me whush way pu took m^t You ever thought too mnob 
of that kestnl-kite, Master Boland, and lie knows nou^t of 
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sport, nftcr all, but \rbat ho caught hom jou I savr how it 
had teen bctwi\t ^i, and I sent him out of my company uith 
a uaiuon , I uoidd lathci haro a nfiei on my perch than a fhlse 
knave at my elbou And non, Master Boland, tdl mo nhat 
way nmg ye?’ 

‘That IB as God pleases,’ ic|dicd the page, nitli a sigh which 
he could not suppress 

'Nay, man, nevoi dioop a featliei foi being cast off,' said 
thefalcouei, ‘who knows but you may soai the tettw and 
fairer flight for all this ^mtl Look at Diamond there, 'tis a 
noble bira, and shows gallantly with hib hood and bells and 
jesses, but theio is many a wild falcon in Norway that would 
not change propoitics with him And that is what I would 
say of you You aio no longer my lady's page, and you will 
not dotho so fiui, or feed so well, or sleep so soft, or show so 
gallant What of all tliatl if you aio not her page, you aie 
your own man, and may go wheio yon will, without mmdmg 
whoop or whistle The w'oist is the loss of the spoit, but who 
knows what j’ou may tome tof They say that Sir Halbert 
himself — I speak with levcicnce — was once glad to be the 
abbotfs foicbtcr, and now he has hounds and hawks of his own, 
and Adorn AVoodcooh foi a falconer to the boot ’ 

'You are right, and say well, Adam,’ answeied the jouth, 
the blood mantling in his cheeks ‘the falcon will soar higher 
without his tells uian with them, though the bells be made of 
silvei ’ 

‘That IS cheerily spoken,’ replied tlie falconer , and whither 
uowl’ 

‘I thought of going to the Abbey of Eennaquhau,' answered 
Boland Grtcme, ‘to a& the counsel of Father Ambrc^ ’ 

‘And JOT go with tou,’ said the falconer, ‘though it is hkdy 
you may find the old monks m some sorrow they say the 
commons are threatening to tmn them out of then ccUs, and 
make a deni's mass of it in the old chmch, thinking they have 
forborne that sport too long, and troth I am deai of the same 
opmion' 

‘Then will FatlSei Ambiose be the better of haring a friend 
beside Imn > ’ said the page, manfully 

'Ay, but, my young fearnought^’ replied the falconer, ‘the 
friend wiU scareo be the better of bemg beside Father Ambiose 
he may come by the redder 's lick, and that is evei the worst 
of the battle ’ 

‘I care not foi that,’ said the page, ‘the dread of a liok 
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should not hold me badk^ hut I fear I ma,j hnng trouble 
betueen the biothers by visiting Father Ambiose. I vnll tarry 
to>night at St Cuthbert’s cell, hero the old pnestmll give 
me a night’s shelter , and I will send to Father Ambrose to 
ask his ^nce before I go down to the convent ’ 

‘By Our Lady,’ said the falconer, ‘ and tlmt is a hkely plan * 
And now,’ he contmued, changmg ks fiankness of manner for 
a sort of aukward embarrassment, as if he had somewhat to 
say that ho had no leady means to bimg out — ‘and now, you 
wot well that I wear apoiich foi my haw& meat,'^ and so forth, 
but wot ye what it is Imed with, Mastei Roland t ’ 

‘With leather, to be sure,’ replied Roland, somewhat sur- 
prised at the hesitation with which Adam Woodcodc aslced a 
question apparently so simple 

‘With leathei, ladl’ said Woodcock , ‘ay, and with silver to 
the boot of that See heie,’ ho said, showing a seciet dit m 
the hnmg of his bag of office — here they aie, tlurty good Harry 
gloats os evei iveie struck in bluff old Hal’s fame, and ten of 
them are ii^t heartily at yoin scrvico , and now the murder 
IS out ’ 


Roland’s first idea was to refuse this assistance , but he 
recollected the vows of humihly which ho had ^ust tnW upon 
him, and it occuned that this wws the opportunity to put his 
new-formed resolution to tho test AssuTning a strong com- 
mand of himself, ho answered Adam Woodcock with as mnnh 
fmnkncss as his natme permitted him to wrear, m doing what 
was BO oontiaiy to his inclmations, that he accepted tboStfnlly 
of his kmd ofifer, while, to soothe his own revivmg piide, he 
adding, ‘He hoped soon to reqmte the obhgataon ’ 
That as you list — ^that os }oa list, young man,’ said the 
falcoiici, with glee, counting out and delivenng to his young 
friend the supply he hud so generously offered, and then addmg 
with gr®t cheerfulness— ‘Now you may go through tho woild , 
for he that can back a horse, wnnd a horn, halloo a greyhound, 
fly a hawk, and play at sword and buckler, with a whole pan 
of shoe^ a gieen jacket, and ten lily-white groats in his pouch, 

^“8 hunsolf m his own }esses Farewell, 
and God be with yon ' ’ 

So saying, and as if desirous to avoid the thanks of bis 
companion, he turned hastily round, and left Roland Qncme to 
pursue his jomuey alone 


*ScoBas for H msIu* Meat Wotea 
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The eacied tapen’ It^ti an gone, 

Grejr moas has dhid uto altar stoae. 

The holy image la o’erthrown, 

The bell haa ceaaed to toll 

, The long nbVd oulea on bnnt and almmk, 

holy ehnnee to tain atmlc, 

Departed la the puma monk, 

Qod*s bleasmg on lua e^ i 

Jtedtetin. 

Tbb edl of St Guthbert^ as it tras called, moiked, oi xiaa 
anpposed to nuul^ one of those lesting-plncee nhioh that 
Tonerable saint mu pleased to assign to lus monks, vhen his 
convent^ being driven from Lindiafem by the Danes, became a 
penpatetio society of leligonuts, and, beaiing their pation’s 
body on their shoulders, transported him from place to place 
through Scotland and the holders of England, nntil he nas 
pleas^ at lengtli to spaie them the psjn of canying him farthei, 
and to choose his ultunate place of rest m the loi^y toners of 
Durham The odour of hu sanctity remained bclund him at 
each place nheie he had granted the monks a transient respite 
from their labours , and proud \rere those nho could assign 
as hu temporary resting-place any i^t nithm them viemity 
Theie \rere few cells moie celebrated and honoured than that 
of St Cuthhert, to which Boland Onemo now bent hu nay, 
situated consideiahly to the noiih-nest of the groat Abbey of 
Eennaquhair, on which it was depsndent In Sie neighbour- 
hood were sonts of those recommendatioiu nhich weighed with 
the experienced priesthood of Borne ui choosing then sites for 
places of religion 

There rvns a well, possessed of some medicmal qualities 
nhidh, of course, cloimra the saint for its guardian and patron, 
and occasionaOy produced some advantage to the reduse who 
inhabited hu odl, since none could reasonably expect to benefit 
by the fountain who did not ostend then bounty to the somfs 
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dmplam A few roods of fertile land afforded the monk lus 
plot of garden ground, an eminence well clothed with tiees 
rose hehmd the cell, and sholteied it from the north and the 
east^ while the front, openu^ to the eonth-weet^ looked up a 
wild but pleasant wnll^, down which wandered a hvdy book, 
which battled with ere^ stone that mterrupted its passage 

The cell itself was rathei plamlj than ruddy constmoted— 
a low Gotbo building with tm small apartments, one of which 
served the pnest for his dwellmg-place, the other for his chapel 
As there were few of the secular clergy who durst venture to 
reside so near the Bordei, the assistance of tbs monk in spiritual 
a&us bad not been useless to the community while the 
Catholic rdigion retamed the ascendency, as he could marry, 
chnston, and admmistcr the other sacramente of the Boman 
Church Of bte, however, as the Protestant doctrines gamed 
ground, he had found it convemont to hve m close retuementt 
and to avoid, as much as possible, drawing upon himself obser- 
vation or annuadveteion The appearance of bs habbtian, 
however, when Boland 6rmo came bcfoie it m the dom of 
the evening, plainly showed that bs caution had been finally 
meffectual , 

The p^’s first movement was to knock at the door, when 
he observed, to his snrpnse, that it was open, not from heme 


longer perionn its functions Somewhat alarmed at this, and 
receiving no answer when he knocked and called, Boland Wti 
to look more at leisure upon the eitenor of the httie dwdling, 
before he ventured to entei it The flowere, which had hem 
teamed with care against the walls, seemed to have been 
iwcently tom down, and traded their dishonoured garlands on 
toe earth, the bthced window was bokeu and daehed m 
Tne garden, whtch toe monk had mamfamed by his constant 
labour m toe bghest older and beauty, bore marks of havme 
hem lately faod down and destroyed by the hoofe of mimnl^ 
nnd the feet of men ^ 

The samted spring had not escaped It was wont to rise 
hmeath a canopy of nbbed attoes, with whieh the devotion of 
cwei timM had eecured and proteeted its heahng waters 
inese s^m were now almost entirely demohshed, and toe 
stocB of wboh they were built were tumUed mto the well, as 
It lor the pntpoM of chokmg up and destroying the fountam, 
which, as It had shared m other days toe honour of toe eaml^ 
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wo^ in the present^ doomed to partake hia napopnlanij Bstt 
of the roof had been pulled donn from the house its^, and an 
attempt had been made tilth crows and levers upon one of the 
angles, by which several large corner-stones had been forced out 
of tbeir placoj but the solidity of ancient masonwork had 
proved too great for tho tune or patience of the assailants, and 
they had rohnquished their task of destructioD Such dilap 
datra buildings after the lapse of years, during which natore 
has gradually covered the effects of violence w ith creepmg plants 
and with weather-stain^ exhibit^ amid their decay, a melmcholy 
beauty But when the visible effects of violence appear raw 
and recent there is no feeling to mitigate the sense iff devasta- 
tion with which they impress the spectators, and such was now 
the scene on which tho youthful page gaz^, with tho painful 
feehngs it was qualified to excite 

When his fixrt momentary sutpnsa was over, Boland Granne 
was at no loss to conjecture the cause of these ravages The 
destniotion of the Popish edifices did not take place at once 
tbioughout Scotland, but at different times, and accoidmg to 
the spint which actuated the Beformed cleigy, some of whom 
instigated their hearers to these acta of demohtton, and others^ 
w ith better taste and feeling, endeavoured to protect the ancient 
bhiuies, while they desired to see them punfira horn tho objects 
which bad attracted idolatrous devotion Prom tune to tunc, 
therefore, the populace of the Scottish towns and villages, when 
instigated either by their own feelings of abhorrence for Popish 
superstition or by tho doctrines of the more zealous preachers, 
resumed the work of destruction, and eveicised it upon somo 
sequestered church, chapel, or cell, which hod escaped tho first 
burst of tbeir indignation against the lehgion of Borne In 
many places, tbe vices of the CSatholic dorgy, arising out of 
the wealth and tho corruption of that tremendous hierarchy, 
furnished too good an apologj- for wreakmg vengeance upon 
the splendid edifices which they inhabited, and of this an old 
Scottish historian gives a remarkable instance 

‘ Why moonr y^’ said an aged matron, seemg the discontent 
of some of ^e citizens while a stately convent was burnt ly 
the multitude — ‘why mourn ye for its desbuctionf If you 
knew half the fiagitious wickedness which has been perpetrated 
within that bouse, you would rather bless the Dmne judment 
which permits not even the senseless walls that screened such 
profligacy any longer to cumber Christian ground * ’ 

But although, in many instances, the destruction of the 
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Boman Catholic buildings might be, in the matron’s 'naj of 
judging, an act of justice, and in others an act of policy, tiicre 
18 no doubt that the humoui of demolishing monuments of 
ancient piety and munificence, and that in a poor country like 
Scotland, \rhcre theie nas no chance of tbcir being replaced, 
uras both usdess, mischievous, and baibaious 

In the present instance, the imprctendmg and quiet seclusion 
of the monk of St Cuthbert’s had hitherto saved him fiom the 


general ureck, but it would seem rum hod now at Icngtli 
leaohcd him AnMous to discover if he had at least escaped 
personal harm, Boland Gnmne entered the half-ixuncd cell 
The interior of tlie building was in a state uhich fully justi- 
fied the i^inion he had formed from its eidenial injuries The 
few rude utensils of the solitaiy’s hut were bioken down, and 
lay scattered on the flooi, where it seemed as if a fire had been 


made with some of the fragments to destroy the icst of his 
property, and to consume, m particular, the rude old image of 
St Gutlibcrt, m its episcopal habit, which lay on tlie hearth, 
like Dagon of yore, s^tteied witii the axe and scoichcd with 
the flames, but only partially dcsteoyed In the little apart- 
ment which served as a chapel, the altar was overthrown, and 
the four huge stones of which it had been once composed lay 
scattered around the floor The large stone crucifix which 
occupied the mche behind the altar, and fronted the supplicant 
while he paid his devotion there, had been pulled down, and 
dashed by its own weight into &reo fragments There were 
maiks of sledgo-hammcrs on each of those , yet the image had 
l«en saved fiom utter demolition by the size and strength of 
the learning fragments, which, though much mjured, retained 
enough of the onginal sculpture to show what it had been 
intended to represent 

Bdand Grssme, secretly nuised m tlie tenets of Borne, saw 
with horror the profanotion of the most sacred emblem, nccoid- 
ing to Ins oreed, of our holy leligion 

‘It 18 the badge of our redemption,' he said, ‘which tlie 
felons have dared to violate , would to God my weak stiongth 
weie able to leplace it — my humble teverenep to atone for the 
Bacnlofte' 


Ho stooprf to the task ho first meditated, and with a sudden, 
and to mimelf almost an mcrediblc, exertion of powei he lifted up 
ortnimi^ of toe lower shaft of the cros^ and rested it 
pon toe edge of toe largo stone which served foi its pcdcstaL 
* 8 ceai!UofB(;.Oatiilwct Noica 
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Encouraged bj tins success, be nnplied lus force to the other 
c^trcmitj, and, to his owu astoDiwmcnt, succeeded so for os to 
elect tiio loner cud of the limb into the socket^ out of nrhich it 
luid been forced, and to place this fragment of tlio image cp- 
nght 

While ho nos employed m this labour, or rather at tlio iciy 
moment nhen ho had accomplished the delation of the frag- 
ment, a voice, m thnilmg and nrdl-knonn accents, spoke bdund 
him dieso nords 'Well donc^ thou good and faithful servant * 
Thus nould I again meet the of my lore— the hope of my 

aged eyes’ 

Boland turned round in astomshment^ and the tall com- 
mundmg form of Magdalen Gncmc stood b^do him She nas 
arrayed in a sort of loose habit^ in form hke that vom pem- 
tonts m Cathohe countries, but black m colour, and approach- 
ing nb near to a pilgrun’s doak as it nos safe to near m a 
country n here the suspicion of Cathohe derotion m many places 
cndai^ored the safety of those nho neie suspected of attadi- 
ment to the ancient faith Boland Grteme thiW himself at her 
feet She raised and embraced him, nith affection mdeed, but 
not nnmired nitli gravity nhidi amounted almost to stemnesB 

'Thou bast kept nd!,’ she said, ‘the bud in thy bosom'' 
As a boy, as a jouth, thou hast hdd fast tby faith amongst 
heretics thou hast kept thy secret and mme onn amongst 
thine onemies. I n opt n hen I parted from you — I, who seldom 
neepk then shed tears, less for thy death tlian for thy spintual 
danger I daied not even see thee to bid thee a lost hueneQ , 
my gnof — ^my swdhng gnef bad betrayed me to these heretics 
But thou hast been faithful , donn — donn on thy knees before 
the holy sign, nhich evil men injure and blaspheme — down and 
praise saints and angels for the grace they Imve done the^ m 
pieserving thee from the l^rous plague vhidi deaves to the 
house m which thou wert nurtured > ’ 

‘ It, my mother— BO I must ever call you,’ lephed Gnnme — 
‘if I am returned such os thou wouldst wish me, thou must 
tliauk the care of the pious Father Ambrose, whose mstnictions 
confirmed yom ^rly precept^ and taught me at once to be 
foithful and to be silent’ 

‘Be he blessed for it < ’ said she — ‘blessed m tiie cdl and m 
the field, m the pulpit and at the altar ' The samts ram bless- 

* anexptcsiloatiscdln Sir IbapbFercT, dido xn the latUeoflMgel) SloarlniaU, 
when dyii% to ex^iees hii hsTlog pieiened nutnned hU Sdeht) to the home of 
Lsneeefer 
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ings on him t Th^ are just^ and employ his pious care to 
counteract the enls rrhicli his detested, brother rrorks against 
the r wtlm and tiie church But he knew not of thy lineage ? ’ 

'I conld not n^elf tell him that,’ answered Boland ’I 
knew but darkly fr^ your words that Sir Halbert Glendinning 
holds mme inheiitanoe, and that I am of blood as noble as runs 
in the veins of any Scottish baron, these ore things not to be 
forgotten, but for the explanation I mnst now look to yon.' 

‘And when tune suits thou shalt not ask for it in rain 


But men say, my son, that thon art hold and sudden, and 
those nho bear such tmpers are not lightly to be trusted with 
what will strongly more them ’ 

‘Say rather, my mother,’ returned Boland Gneme, ‘that 1 
am laggard and cold-blooded , what patience or endurance can 

W . l.v. _.t . • « « « 




ms rehgion ndiculed and msulted, yet failed to pinnge his 
dagger mto the hlasphemet’s hosmn 1 ’ 

‘Be contented, my child,’ replied Magdalen Giaime, ‘the 
tune, which then and even now demands patience, mil soon 
npen to that of effort and action, great events axe on the 
wing, and thou — ^thou shalt have thy share m advancing them. 
'Thou hast relinquished the service of the Lady of Avenel ? ’ 

‘ I have been dismissed from it» my mother— I haire hved to 
be dismissed, as if I were the meanest of the tram.’ 


‘It is the better, my child,’ replied she, ‘thy nund wdlbethe 
more hardened to undertake that which must be performed.’ 

'Let It be nothing, then, ^nst the lady of Avenel,’ said 
the mge, ‘ as thy look and words seem to imply. I have eaten 
her bread— I have experienced her favour, I will nather 
mjure nor betray her ’ 

‘Of that hereafter, my son,’ said she, ‘but learn tins, that 
It B not for thee to capitulate in thy duty, and to say this will 
I do, and that will I leave undone No, Boland* God and 
man will no longer abide the wickedness of this gmimitinTi 
Seest thou these fragments— knowest thou what they repre- 
seutT— and canst thou thmk it is for thee to make 
amonpt a race so accursed by Heaven that they renonneu 
violate, blasphme, and destroy whatsoever ifc are commanded 
to b^evc m, whatsoever we are commanded to reverence 1’ 

As she spoke, she bent her head towards the broken image, 
with a countenance in which strong resentment and zeal wm 
^gled with an expression of ecstatic devotion , she raised her 
left hand aloft as m the act of makmg a vow, and thus pro- 
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cecdcd • • Beni w itncw for me, blessed sj mliol of our wh alien— 
lieiu nihtcsH, holy saint, vithin whoso Molntcd temple wo stand, 
tlut ns lb IB not for icngonnco of my own that my hate pursues 
these people, so ncithci, for nny fnxoiir oi caitjily niTcction 
iowtttds any amongst thorn, will I withdraw inj liand fiom the 
jilough, when it bh.ill pass thiongh tlie desoted furrow 1 Bcai 
witness, holy saint, once thjsclf a wandcicr and fngilise as wo 
are now — ^lieai witness. Mother of Mercy, Queen of Ilcaaoii — 
bcitr witness, hniiits and angels '* 

In tliih high strain of enthusiasm she stood, raising her eyes 
Ihiongli tlio fnictinerl tool of tlio aniilt to the btais which now 
licgan to twinkle thioiigh the pale twilight, whilo tlie long gicy 
ti esses winch hung down o\ci hci bhotildcis wared iii tlie niglit* 
breeze, whicli the chasm and fnictincd windows ■idmitted 
fioely 

Boland Oiioino was too much awed by calls habits, as well 
as bi the in}stGiioub nn])ort of hci winds, to nsk for fiirthci 
erplanation of the piiquiso hlio ohscincly hmtcil at Noi did 
hlio fartlici picss him on the Mibjcct, foi, h.uing concluded het 
pi a} or or obleslation, bj olnsping hci hands togcthei with 
holomnity, and then signing liciMclf with the crobb, bho again 
addicbscd liei grandson, iii a tone more adapted to the onhiiniy 
biisiiioss of hfo 

'Tlioii nnibt hence,’ blio Mid, 'Boland — thou must hence, 
but not till inonniig And now, liow wilt tliou bhift foi thy 
night’s qiiailcrs? 'J’lioii hast been more softly bted tlian when 
wo wcio companions m the inibty lulls of Ciimbciland and 
Liddesdnlo ’ 

*1 liaro at least picscucd, my good motboi, tho habits 
w Inch I then Icai iicd — tan he hard, feed bjsimigly, and think 
it no haidsinp Snico I was a wnudcici inth thee on tlie hills, 1 
haic been a liuntoi, and lisbei, and fowlei, and cadi of tbeso 
IS aconstoincd to doep fiooly m a worse shelter tlian sacniege 
has left ub licio ’ 

' Than sacrilege has loft us hoic I ’ said the matron, ropeating 
his woids, and pausing on tlicm ‘Most tiiio, my sou, and 
God’s faithful childicn aio now worst sholtcicd whou they lodgo 
in God’s owm hou^ and tho domesno of IJis blessed saints Wc 
shall sloop cold heio iindor tho uight-wind, which whibtlGS 
thiongh tho bleaches that hoicsy has made They shall ho 
warmci who made them — ay, and thiongh a long hcroaftci ' ' 

Notwitlistanding the wild and singular csprcssions of this 
femnlo, dio appeatm to lotaiu towards Boland Giicmc, in a 
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strong degree, tliat affectionate and Bednloas lore 'fthioh women 
bear to their nurslings, and the children dependent on their 
care It seemed as it she would not penmt him to do ai^ht 
foi himself which in former days her attention had been used 
to do for him, and that she considered the tall stripling before 
her as being equally dependent on her careful attention os iihen 
he was the orphan child who had owed all to her affectionate 
Bolicitiide 

‘What hast thou to cat now!' she said, as, leaving the 
chapel, they went into the deserted habitation of the pnest, 
‘01 what means of kindhng a fire, to defend thee &om tbs raw 
and melement air I Poor child! thou hast made shght pro- 
vision for a long journey , nor hast thou skill to help thyself by 
wit, when means ore scanty But Our Lady has placed by thy 
side one to whom want, in all its forms, is as familiar as plenty 
and splendour hare formeily been And with want, Boland, 
come the arts of which she is the inventor ’ 


With an active and officious diligence, which strangely con- 
trasted with hci late abstracted and high tone of Oatholio 
devotion, she set about her domestic arrangements for the 
evening A pouch, which was hidden under her garment, pro- 
duced a flmt and steel, and fiom the scatteied fragments around 
(those pertainmg to the image of St Cuthbert scrupulously 
ovrapted) she obtamed mlmters sufficient to raise a morklmg 
and cheerful fiie on the hearth of the deserted ceU 
‘And now,’ she said, ‘for needful food ’ 

Think not of it, mother,’ said Boland, ‘unless you yourself 
feel hunger It is a little thmg for mo to endure a ni^t’s 
abstinence, and a small atonement for the necessaiy trans- 
gression of the rules of the churoh upon which I was compelled 
during my stay in the castle ’ ^ 

‘ Hunger for myself ' ’ answered the matron ‘ Know, youth. 

hunger till that of her child a 
satisfied AM with affectionate moonsistoncy, totally different 
from her i^al manner, she added, ‘ Boland, you must not fast , 
jou have dispensation, you aie young, and to vouth food and 
B^p am necesMnes not to be dispensed wito Husband your 
* ’ y®™ sovereign, your religion, your country 

^uire it ^e macerate by fast and vigd a body which 
1 ’ ^®^ youth, in these active tunes, nourish the 

^ th® strength which action requires ' 

®P^®’ ^® ^ produced the 

means of stnkmg fire, furnished provision foi a meid , of wliuffi 
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sho Iicrsolf Bcaico partook, bnfc anxiously \ratchod her ahaip>, 
taking a picasuic, resembling that of an epicure, in each morsel 
vliicb he Bunllovcd, uith a youthful appetite %hich abstuicncc 
had rendered unusnnliy sharp Itolnnd readily obeyed her re- 
coiuiucndntions, niul ate the food nhich she so aficctionately 
and earnestly placed bofoic him. But she shook her head \ihcn 
iiiMtcd by him in return to paittke of theicficshmentherovni 
t'.ircs had furnished , and a hen his solicitude became more 
pressing, sho refused him in n loftier tone of rejection 

‘Young man,’ she fkiul, ‘30a know not to uhom, or of uhat, 
yon speak Tliej to uhom IJcascii declares its purpose must 
incut its coinmuiiicntion by mortifjing the senses, they hare 
tliat aithiu uhich rcquiics not tlic sup^uity of carthlj nutri- 
ment, Mhich IS noccsb<iry to those %no arc uitliout the sphere 
of the Vision To them Iheuatch spent m pmjci is a icfrcsh- 
iitg slumber, and the sense of doing the mil of Hc.neu is a 
nclicr banqiiot than the tables of mouarehs can spread before 
them * But do thou sleep soft, my son,' she said, relapsing from 
the tone of fanaticism into that of maternal affection and 
tcndoincss — 'do thou sleep sound uhilo life is but young \nth 
thee, and the c.ucs of the day c<in bo drowned m tlie slumbers 
of the os oiling Diffciciit is thy duts uud mine, and as different 
the means bj which we must qualify and sticngthen ouiselses 
to poiform It jRiom thee is demanded strength of body— from 
mo strength of soul ’ 

Wlicii sho tlius 8[K>kc, she picpaicd with ready address a 
inllctKomch, composed partly ci tiie dned Icarcs which had 
once funiislicd a bed to the sohtaiy, and the guests who 
occasionally rcociicd his hospitality, and wlnoh, neglected by 
the destroyers of his humble cell, liad remained little distnibed 
in the comer allotted for tlicm To these her core added some 
of tlie vestures which Inj tom and scattoied on the flom With 
n zealous hand she selected all such as appc.ucd to liaxe made 
any part of Uio sacerdotal xcstments, laying them aside as 
sacred from oidinmy puiposos, and with the rest she made, 
with dexterous piomptnes^ 5u<^ a bed as a weaiy man might 
willingly stretch lymself on , and dnnng the tune she wras pro- 
p.inng li^ iejoolod,*OTen wit^i aciimouy, any attempt which the 
youth made to assist hci, or any entreaty whicili he urged that 
she should accept of tlie place of test for hoi own use ' Sleep 
thou,’ said slie, ‘Boland Granno — sleep thou— the persecuted, 
the dismbonted orphan — ^the son of an ill-fated mother— sleep 
thou < 1 go to pray m the ohapel beside thee ’ 
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The manner was too entbnaiatsttcally earnest) too obstinately 
finn, to permit Boland Gncme to dispute her will any farther 
Tet ho felt some shame in girmg way to it. It seemed as if 
she had forgotten the years that had passed away since their 
partmg , and expected to meet^ in the tall, mdidged, and wilful 
youth whom she had recovered, the passive obedience of Ihe 
child whom she had left in the Castle of Avenel This did not 
fail to hurt her grandson’s oharactenstic and constitutioiial 
pnde He obeyed, indeed, awed mto submission by the sadden 
reonirence of former suboriination, and feelmgs of affection 
and gratitude Still, however, he felt the yoke 

‘Have I relmquishcd the hawk and the hound,' he said, ‘to 
become the pupil of her pleasure, as if I were still a child i I, 
whom even my envious mates allowed to be superior in those 
exercises which they took most pains to acquire, and which 
came to me naturally, as if almowledge of them l^d been my 
birthnghtl This may not, and must not be I wiB be no rc- 
damied marrow-hawk, w’ho is earned hooded on a woman’s 
wnst, and has his quarry only shown to him when Ins eyes are 
uncovered for his flight I wifi know her purpose ere it is 
proposed to me to aid it ’ 

These and other thoughts streamed through the mind of 
Boland Gneme , and, although weaned with the fatigues of the 
day, it was long ere he could compose himself to lest 
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Enool mth me— snear it— 'tie not in iiorde 1 trnst, 

Saie nlien they're fenced with an ei^l to Hoaton 

OliPbty 

Aftbr passing the night in that sarnid sleep foi which agitation 
and fatigue had piepared him, Boland was awakimed bj Uio 
flesh morning air, and by tlie beams of tho iismg snn His 
first feeling ivaB that of suipiise, foi, instead of looking foith 
horn a tunet window on waters of the Lake of Arcncl, 
whidi was the prospect his former ap<utmciit afibrded, an 
iinlatticed aperture gave him tlic yion of the demolished 
gmden of tlie bonidied onohoiito Ho sate up on his couch of 
leaves, and arranged in Ins memoiy, not without wondoi, the 
smgular events of the picceding day, which appealed tho moio 
surpnsing tho more he considoiod tliom Ho had lost tlie pro- 
toebess of his youth, and, m the some daj^ he hod lecovcrod 
the guide and guaidiau of bis childhood llio forrnoi dopiva- 
tion ho fdt ought to bo rnattei of unceasing icgiet, and it 
seemed as if the latter could luirdly bo tho subject of unmixed 
self-congiatulation He lomomborcd this poison, who had 
stood to him m tho idabon of a mothm, os cquolly aiibctiounto 
in hei attention and absolute in hor nuthonty A singnlai 
mixture of love and feor attonded upon his oaily rcmombiwnccs 
08 they weie connected witli her, and the feai tliat she might 
desue to lesume tho some absolute control over his mobons — 
a feoi w’hich her conduct of ycsteiday did not tend much to 
dissipate — weighed hcaxuly against the joy of bus second 
mcobng t 

*Sho cannot mean,’ said his using pndc, ‘to lend and diicct 
me as a pupil, when I am at Iho age of judging of my own 
actions f— this she cannot mean, oi meamng it, will feel hersolf 
sbangdy deceix'ed ’ 

A sense of giabtude tow’ords the pcison against whom his 
heart thus rebelled dicckcd this course of feeling Ho resisted 
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the thoughta "whioli involnatanly arose in his nundj as he 
ifould have leasted an aotnal instagatioh of the foul fiend; 
niiilj to aid him in his struggle, he felt for his heads But, in 
hiB hasty departure from the Castle of Avenel, ho had forgotten 
and left them hefamd him 

‘This IB yet irorse,’ ho said, ‘hut two things I learned of her 
imder the most dea^y diaige of secrecy — ^to tell my head^ 
and to conceal that I did so , and I have kept my rFord till 
now, and when she shall ask me for the rosary, I must say 1 
have f<»rgntt«n it 1 Do I deserve she should beheve mo when 
I say I have kept the secret of my fiiith, when 1 set so light by 
its^pmbolf’ 

He paced the floor m anxious agitation In fact, his 
attacdiment to his faith was of a nature very different &om 
that which animated the enthusiastio matron, but which, not- 
-vnthstandmg, it would have been his last thought to relmquish 

The early charges impressed on him by his grandmother 
had been mstilled mto a mmd and memory of a character 
peculiarly tenacious Child as he was, he was proud of the 
confidence reposed m his discretion, and resolved to show that 
it had not been rashly entrusted to him. At the same time, 
his resolation was no more than that of a child, and must^ 
necessarily, have gradually faded away under the opemtion 
both of precept and example, duimg his residence at the Castle 
of Avenel, hut for the exhortations of Fatbei Ambrose, who, m 
his lay estate, had been called Edwaid Glondinniug. lliis 
sealouB monk had been apprised, by an unsigned lettei placed 
in his hand by a pdgnm, that a child educat^ m the Catholic 
faith was now m the Castle of Avenel, perilously situated (so 
was the scroll expressed) as ever the three children who were 
cast mto the fiery fnmace of persecution The letter threw 
upon Father Ambrose the fault should this sohtary lamb, 
imwillmgly loft within the demesnes of the prowhng wolf, 
become hia final prey There needed no farther mdiortation to 
the monk than ^e idea that a soul might be endangered, and 
that a Catholic might become an apostate ; and ho made his 
visits more frequent than usual to the Caftle of Avenel, lest, 
IhiDugh want of the pnvate encouragement and mstructiou 
which he alwa^ found some qpportumty of ditg i enging, the 
church should lose a proselyte, and, accordmg to the Bomigh 
creed, the devil acquire a soul. 

Stdl these mtei views were rare; and though they encour- 
aged the solitary boy to keep his secret and hold fo&t his 
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rebgiou, thoj were neither frequent nor long enough to inspue 
him with anything beyond a blind attachment to the obseir- 
aucca which the pnest recommended He adhered to the forms 
of hiB rehgion, rather because ho felt it would bo dishonourable 
to change that of his fathers than from any rational coniiction 
or sinceie behef of its mysterious doctrines It was a prmcipal 
part of the distinction which, lu his own opmion, smgled bun 
out from those with whom he hi ed, and gave bun on additionnl, 
though an internal and concealed, reason for contcmnmg those 
of the household who shoued an uudi^ised dislike of him, 
and for hardenmg himself against the instruotionB of the 
cliaphiin, Hemy IVoidcn 

'The fanatic preacher,' he thought withm himself, dunng 
some one of the chaplain’s fiequont discourses ngamst the 
Church of Home, ‘he little knows whose ears aie receiving his 
piofone doctiine, and with what contempt and abhorrence they 
heal his blosphoimcs against the holy religion by which kmgs 
have been crowned and for which mnityrs have died < ’ 

But m such proud feehngs of dofiimco of heresy, os it was- 
toimed, and of its piofessors, which assomnted the Catholic 
religion with a sense of g^orous mdepcndence, and that of the 
Piotestonts witli the subjugation of his mmd and temper to the 
direction of Mr Warden, 1»gan and ended the faith of Boland 
Gnnme, who, independently of the pnde of singularity, sought 
not to understand and had no one to expound to i^m, the 
peculiarities of the tenets which ho professed His r^ct, 
theiefoie, at missing the rosary which had been conveyed to 
him through the hands of Father Ambrose was nither the 
shame of a soldici who has dropped his cockade^ or badge of 
Boince, than that of a zealous votary who had forgotten a 
visible symbol of his rdigion 

His thoughts on the subject, however, were mortifying and 
the more so from apprehension that his n^ligeuco must reach 
tlie ears of his rdativo He felt it could be no one but hei 
who hod secretly transmitted these heads to Father Ambrose 
for his use, and tW his carelessness was but on indifFereut 
requital of her kindness 

'Nor will she omit to ask me about them,’ said bo to 
himself , ‘ for bers is a zeal which age cannot quell , and if she 
has not quitted her wout, my ansa ei wiQ not fail to mceuse 
her’ 

While ho thus communed with himself, Magdalen Gneme 
entered the apartment blessing cl the morning on youi 
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Touftful head, my son,’ she said, with a soleimity of 
which thrilled the youth to the hearty so sad and “mest M 
the henediction to from her lips, in a tone where derotiOT 
was Wended with affectaon 'And thou hast sta^ thus Mly 

from thy couch to catch the fat breaft of the dawn ? JJut it 
IS not weH, my Roland Enjoy slumhor while thou c^t, the 
time IS not far behind whan the wakmg eye must he thy 
portion 08 well as mme ’ 

She uttered these words with an aflFechonato and amiious 
tone, which showed M derotional as were the habitual 
exercises ot her mind, the thoughts of her nuishng yet hound 


But she abode not long in a mood which she probaWy 
regarded as a momentary dereliction ot her imaginary high 
wSlirig <Come,’ she said. ‘yonth, up and he doing Itistime 
that we leave tfa place ’ 

•And whither do we gol’ stud the young man , ‘m wliat is 
the object ot our journey 1’ 

The matron stepped back, and gaeed on him with surprise 
not nnimngled with displeasure 

‘To what purpose such a question!’ she said, 'is it not 
enough that I lead the way! Hast thou lived with heielios 
till then hast learned to instal the vanity of thine own private 
judgment m place ot due honour and obedience!’ 

‘The time,’ thought Roland Orteme withm himself, ‘is al- 
ready come when I must establish my freedom or he a willing 
thrall for ever I feel that I must speedily look to it’ 

She mstandy fulfilled his forebofag, by recurring to the 
theme by which her thoughts seemed most constandy engrossed, 
alttough, when she plea^ no one could so perfemy disguise 
hcrrehgion 

‘Thy beads, my son— hast thou told thy beads!’ 

Roland GiWe coloured hi^, he felt the storm was ap- 
proaching, but eoomed to avert it by a falsehood 

‘I have forgotten my rosary,’ he said, ‘at the Castle of 
Avenol’ 

'Eorgotten thy rosary <’ she exdanneih, ‘false both to re- 
ligion and to natural duty, hast thou lost what was sent so fu, 
a^ at such n&, a token of the truest affeebon, that Wiould 
have been, every head of it, as dear to thee as thme eyeballs ! ’ 
‘I amgneved it should have so dbanced, mother,’ r^ihed the 
mth, ‘and muoh did 1 value die token, as coming nom you 
For what remains, I trust to win gold enough, when I push my 
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■way m the world , and till then beads of black oak, or a rosary 
of nuts, mnsb serve the tuio ' 

‘Hear him ' ’ said his giandmother, ‘young os he is, he hath 
leamed already tho lessons of the devil's school ' The rosaiy 
conseciated by the Holy Father himself, and sanctified by his 
blessmgs, is but a few knobs of gold, vhose value may be re- 
placed by the wages of his profane labour, and whoso virtue 
may be supplied by a stnng of hazel nnte I This is heresy 
So Henry Warden, fiie wolf who ravages tho flock of the Shep- 
herd, hi& taught thee to speak and to think ’ 

‘Mother,' said Boland Grsme, ‘I am no heretic* I believe 
and I pray according to the rules of our church This nusfoi- 
tune I regret, but I cannot amend it ' 

‘ Thou const repent it, though,’ replied his spmtual direotiess 
— ' repent it m dust and ashes, atone for it by fastmg, prayer, 
and penance mstead of looking on me ■with a countenance os 
light as if thou hadst lost hut a button from thy cap ' 

'Mother,' said Boland, ‘be appeased, I mil remember my 
fault in the next confession u hich I have space and opportumty 
to nudee, and will do whatever the pnest may require of me m 
atonement Foi the heaviest fault I can do no more But, 
mother,’ he added, oftei a moment’s pause, ‘let me notmeur 
youi hiither displume, if 1 ask whithei our joni'ney is bound, 
and what is its object I am no longer a chil^ but a man, and 
at my own disposal, with down upon my chin and a swonl by 
my side , I wiH go to the end of the world with you to do yom 
pleasuie, but 1 owe it to myself to mqnire the purpose and 
direction of our travels ’ 

‘You owe it to yourself, ungrateful boy'’ repbed his leln- 
tive, passion rapidly supplymg the colour which age had long 
oha^ from hei featmes ‘ yourself you owe nothing— you 
can owe nothing, to mo you owe everything — youi life when 
on inflmt — ^your support when a child — the means of instruc- 
tion and the hopes of honour; and, sooner than thou shouldst 
abandon the noble cause te which I have devoted Ihee^ would I 
see thee lie a corpse at my feet >’ 

Boland was alonsnd at the vehement agitation wilb which she 
spoke, and which threatened to oveipower her aged frame , and 
he Imtened to reply — ‘ I fbiget notlung of what I ow e to you, 
my dearest mothei , show me how my blood can testify my 
gratitude, and you shall judge if I spiue it But bhndfold 
obedience has in it as little ment as leason ’ 

‘ Suaits and angels I ’ replied Magdalen, ‘ and do I heai these 
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-words from tiio child of my hopes, the irartiliDg hy -whose hed 
I haie kneeled, and for -whose weal 1 liave weaned every samt 
m Heaven with prayers f Boland, by obedience only const 
thon show thy affeobon and thy gratitude What avails it 
tliat yon might perchance adopt the course I piopose to thee, 
wrere it to bo fully explamedl Thou wouldst not then follow 
my command, but thmc own judgment, thou wouldst not do 
the will of Heaven, commimicatcd through thy best fnend, to 
whom thou owest thme all, bnt thou wouldst observe the 
blinded dictates of thine own imperfect reason Hear me, 
Boland I a lot calls thee — solicits thee — demands thee — the 


proudest to which man can he destined, and it uses the \ oice of 
thine earhest — ^thy best — thine only fnend Wilt thou resist it i 
Then go tliy -way — leave mo here , my hopes on earth axe gone 
and wither^ I will kneel me down brfore yonder profaned 
altar, and when the mgmg heretics return, they shall dye it 
with the blood of a martyr < ’ 

‘But, my dearest mother,* said Boland Gnemo, whose early 
recollections of her -violence were formidably renewed by tlioso 

wild expressions of reckless passion, *I will not forsake you I 

will abide with you worlds shall not force mo ficom your side 
I Will protect— I iriH defend you j 1 -mil live with you, and the 
for you'* 


'One woid, my son, wcie worth all these, say only, “I will 
obey you’” 

‘Doubt it not, mother,’ lephcd the youth, *I will, and that 
with aU my heart , only ’ 

j 1 ^ Ji® ^uahficafaons of thy piranise,’ said Mag- 

dalen Gnome, catching at the word, ‘the obedience which I 
1 rauirc 18 absolute , and ablessingon thee, thou darlmg memory 
of my beloved child, that -thou hast power to make a piomise 
so hard to human pndo i Trust me well, that in the design in 
which thou dost embark thou hast for thy partners the mighty 
and the valiant, the power of the chnrch, and the pnde of the 
noble Suoc^ or fail, hve or die, thy name shall he among 


nous, death or 
(ife IB short, and 


those with whom success or failure is aMfp 
h& alike dei^lc Forward theu-forwaid 

w f Baints, and the whole blessed 

H^ven have their qres even now on this barren and 
^^ted land of Scotland What say 11 On Scotland! 

sacnlege hath 

made m the holy place, devote themselves to God’s ca^ and 
XI ' 6 




CHAPTER X 


She d\ielt unnoticed and alone, 

Beside the springs of Dove — 

A nuud uhom ihere was none to praise, 

And Tety few to lose 

WOBDSUOBTH 

Is* the course of thoir journey the travellers spoke littlo to each 
oihei Magdalen Grsemo chanted, from tune to tune, m a low 
voice, a part of some one of those beautiful old Latm hymns 
which belong to the Catholic service, mutteied an ave or a 
credo, and so passed on, lost m devotional contemplation The 
meditations (rf her grandson were more bent on mundane 
matters , and many a tune, as a moorfovl oiose from the heath 
and shot along the moor, uttermg his bold crow of defiance, he 
thought of the jolly Adam Woodcock and his tmsty goss-hawk ; 
or, as they pas^ a thicket where the low trees and bnshes 
wore mtemungled with tall fern, furre, and broom, so as to 
form a thick and intricate cover, his dreams veie of a loebui^ 
and a brace of gazehounds But frequently his mmd returned 
to the benevolent and kind imstress wbom he bad left behind 
bun, offended justly, and umeconmlcd by any effort of his 
*My step would bo lighter,’ he thought, ‘ and so would my 
heart, could I but have letumed to see her for one mstanl^ and 
to say, "Lady, the orphan Ixy was wild, but not ungiateful > 
Tiavcllmg m these divers moods, about the hour of noon 
they reached a small straggling village, in which, as usnal, were 
seen one or two of those predominating towers, or peel-houses, 
which, for reasons of defence dsewheie defxuled, were at that 
fame to bo found m every Bordoi hamlet A brook flowed 
beside the village, and watered the valley m which it stood 
There was also a mansion at the end of the village and a Lttle 
vay separated from it, mnoh dilapidated and m very bad order, 
but appeanng to have been the abode of persons of some con- 
Bidciation. The sitnation was agreeable, being an au^o formed 
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bj the btrcam iK.inng three or fotir laige g caoiorc-trcc!!, which 
iicre in full leaf, mid soiicd to relicie the dark appearance of 
the mansion^ mIucIi is as hiult of a deep-red stone The house 
itMilf was a laigc one, but uas now obnonsly too bigfor tho 
inmates, sc^cnil uiiidoub uere built up, especially tliose uhich 
opened from the luucr stoiy , othcn> uerc blockaded in a less 
substantial manner llic court before the door, uhich had once 
been defended itith a species of low outer nail, now nimoa&i 
was paicd, but tlie stones were completely coscivd nith long 
grey nettles, thistles, and olhci needs, nhicli, shooting up 
bclnixt tlic digs, had displaced many of them from their 
IcicI Eien matters dcnsuiding more jiercmptoiy attention 
had liecn left neglected, in a manner nhicb atgned sloth or 
poicrty in tho extreme The stream, uudcrmming a part of 
the bank near an angle of die ruinous nail, had biouglit it 
donm, nith a corner turret, the rums of nhich lay in the 
lied of tiio nrer Tho current, intciruptcd by tiic ruins 
xihicli it had orertlironn, and turned yet nearer to the site 
of the toner, liad greatly cnlaigcd the' breach it had mode, 
and was in the process of undermining the ground on nhick 
tlie hou«o itself stood, unless it wore speodily protected by 
sufficient bulnaiks 

^\11 this attracted Boland Gneme’s obsenation, os tlicy 
approached the dnclling by a winding path, nhich gare them, 
at mtcnals^ a \-icn of it from didbrent pomts 

' If ne go to yonder house,’ he said to his [grand-] mother, ' 1 
trust it 18 but for a short xisit It looks os if tno ramy days 
from the north-nest would send the whole into the brook ’ 

'You sec butwith the eyes of tbe body,’ said the old woman, 
‘God will defend His own, though it be forsaken and despised 
of men Better to dncll on the sand, under His law, than fly 
to the rock of human trust ’ 

iks she thus spoke, they entered the court before the old 
mansion, and Boland could observe that tlie hont of it had 
formerly been considerably ornamented with corred work, m 
the some doik-colourcd freestone of which itwas built But all 
these ornaments (tad been broken down and destroyed, and 
only the shattered xestiges of niches and entablatures now 
strewed the place which they had once occupied The laiger 
entrance ui front was walled up, but a btde footpath, which, 
from its appearance, seemed to be rarely' trodden, led to a small 
wicket, defended by a door well clenched with iron-beaded 
noils, at which Mag^cu Gricmo knocked three tunes, pausmg 
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betwixt each knool^ until she heard an answoniig tap from, 
withm At the last knock, the wicket was opened by a pale 
thm female, who said, ‘ BenedwU gm vtmmni %n notmne Domim 
They entered, and the portress hastily shut behind them the 
■wicketi and made fast liie massive fastemngs by which it was 
seemed 

The female led the way through a nanow entrance, into a 
vestibule of some extent, paved with stone, and havmg benches 
of the same sohd mateiiol ranged around At the upper end 
was an onel window, but some of the intervals formed by the 
stone shafts and muUions were blocked up, so that the apart- 
ment was veiy gloomy 

Heic th^ stopped, and the mistress of the mansion, for 
such she was, embiaced Magdalen Grteme, and greeting hei by 
the title of Bister, kissed her, with much solemnity, on either 
side of the fhee 

‘ The blessmg of Our Lady be upon you, my sister,’ were her 
next words , and they left no doubt upon Inland’s mmd re- 
specting the rehgion of their hostess, even if he could have 
suspect his venerable and zealous gmde of resting elsewhere 
than in the habitation of on orthodox Gathoho They spoke 
togethei a few woids m pnvate, durmg which he hod leisme 
to remark more paiticularly the appearance of his grandmothei’s 
fnend 

Her age might bo betwixt flft^ and surty , her looks had a 
mixtme of melancholy and unhappiness that bordeied on dis- 
content, and obscured the remains of beauty which age had 
still left on her features Her dress was of the plainest and 
most ordmary description, of a dark colour, and, hke Magdalen 
Gioimc’s, somethmg appioadiing to a rehgious habit Strict 
neatness and cleanliness of person seemed to intimate that^ if 
poor, she was not reduced to squahd or heart-broken distress 
and that she was still sufSciently attached to life to retain a 
taste for its decencies, if not its elegancies Hei manner, as 
well as her fcatmes and appearance, aigued an original con- 
dition and education far above the meanness of hei piesent 
appearance In short, the whole figure ewas such as to 
excite the idea, ‘That female must have had a history worth 
knowing’ linnle Holand Grteme was making this very 
reficctiou, the whispers of the two females ceased, and the 
mistress of the mansion, approaching him, looked on his face 
and person witli much attention, and, as it seemed, some 
interest 
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*This>, Htcn,’Flio •siul. n^IdiYKsuig Ins tv?fltiv'<*, 'is tho ('litM 
of tliiiio ii'ilittppi iliiiiglitcr, 8istct MnsditlGii , and him, tli« 
oiih slinot from soui ancient tree, jon me Milling to dt'\ote to 
the good c-iuie?’ 

'Vc'i, bs the rool,’ .niRMored M>imlalen (tnrine, in lur nsiint 
tone of rcsoKed dcfciiinnttion, 'to the go<Ml ctiiui J iU>\ote 
him, flcfch and fell, suicm and limb, Inyly and esnul > * 

'Thou ml n Inppr Mommi, Si&tcr M igdalen,' niistiricd her 
coinpininn, 'that, lifterl m liii;h iilioiu hniniin nflfction niid 
liiini.iii fcelnisr thou cnist hind siirh n iicinii to tlio hunis of 
the nlt.ir Ifnd f liocn called to nmke such muiiIicc — tophnit;i’ 
a 2 ^outh so souug and fan into tli<> plots and hlmHlf hir>l\ dr d* 
iiilrs of the time, nob the (latnnrtli Abmhnm. nhen lie hd 
TsiMC np the inoiintairi, Motihl iin\a lendeicd inniu mrlntii holi 
nbeihencc * 

She then miitiiiiiecl to look at liolnnd nitli a intiiiniftil ii>-perl 
of comp u-ston, until the lut* ntniss of hri ga/e oct-imoni'd Ins 
colour to i]<-e, ntid hu mas nlioiit to mo\e oni of its iiiilui'iii r, 
ivhen ho Mas stopiKsl In Ins ‘rriiidiiinfhri with one hand, Mlnle 
Mitli the other mio diiided the liaii inion Ins foieln id, mIi»/‘}i 
MS, non cnnistm Mith h iHlifnlnes-, Miiile i-he nddivl, Milli a 
nustun* of pioud efhetiou and firm re“>*lnti<>n— ‘Ay, hs*!, at 
iiim Mfll, im M-ter, foi on a fniiri frue thine eio iieiii ri,t*s|, 

I MO Mhf'ii hr«t f *■,!« him, nff**i a long pint ion, felt, .is the 
Morl'lh feel uid m,is liilf sliil,<n in ms jairjio'-e J?nt iioMiiid 
can tear a leif from the MithrnsI tire Mhith hn> loni' lern 
slrinp d of Us fiilinge.nnd no iiieie Iniiivui rasirilts i uiaMsI-rii 
(he inorl.il feeluig-' mIihIi hine lisii; i-l'pt in the lalni of 
desotioii ’ 

While the old MOiiian thus F],o],e. hei m inner t'liM* the lie 
to In I ns-crlions for the (•• us nee to h* r i \i"- 1 hile ■•he ii'ldid, 

‘ IJat the f.tirir and the nioi,* ‘jxith" tlu snfuii, i’< it imi, 
nj\ sikfer, the inor,' Mortlis of af«*ptun, V 'sli'> usiiiid gl id 
til ( -i'ijk; from I he *■< le itniie, ••he h egitali d hi i, md iti*l »wf Is 
adh'l, 'Iff Millr eistri th'P Mill h* e nm t 'edit 

III the the K- 1, iiid tli" Imiid of <Mir reioltf d hu ihr* .1 Oi dl in ’ 
h o'l the MHiihfU'' JoK pli /!' i»i u «ati d* f* ii'i ilioMi *id,* , 
evt 1 I0 III* in I of liilr'i and '■ml li'ii;",*’f •■one a and I" mlh s 

li " . 

*11, rtfi hi*'i left H',**-ii'I the otle r f« ir'ih* 'foro.u nits 
a'ld o’tr fuller,' th* nro'iri of tl« Ih "I "unt live rl u, 
d iii>*l I'lis'if > nr I }','i>l We imv s m tie 1 r mi of tii*'tsiili le, 
b..t. nil th-» ft f irthl^ tiiiiMipii till', I'*', nhi. f ji'iuhwi 
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was at this doep crisis so indispensable, has been called to a 
better wroild The Abbot Eustatius is no more ’ 

‘Maj his soul have mercy’* said Magdalen Gncme, ‘and 
may Heaven, too, have ineK^ upon ns, 'wbo lingei behmd in 
this bloody land < His loss is indeed a perilous blow to onr 
enterpnse, foi who remains behind possessii^ his far-fetched 
ewpenence, his self-devoted zeal, his consmmnate wisdom, and 
bis nudaunted courage’ He hath fallen with the church’s 
standard in his hand, but God will raise up another to lift 
the blessed banner Whom have the chapter elected m his 
room?’ 

‘It 18 lumomed no one of the few lemammg brethren daic 
accept the office The heretics have sworn that they will permit 
no futuie Section, and will heavily punish any attempt to create 
a new abbot of St Mary’s Cinyuraverunt inter j« praietpeg, 
dieenia, Prapciamus Icupuos qpu ’ 

‘ Qtioutque, Domxnt f ’ ejaculated Magdalen ‘Thm, my sistei, 
wore mdeed a penlons and fetal breach m our band , bnt I am 
firm m my belief that another will arise m the place of hum so 
untimely removed Where is thy danghtor Catherme 1’ 

‘In the parlour,' answered the matron, ‘but——' She 
looked at Roland Granne, and muttered somethmg in the ear 
of her fuend 


Feai it not,' answered Jlagdalen Gneme, ‘ it is both lawful 
and uecessary , fear nothing from him I would he were as 
wdl grounded in the faith by which alone comes safety as he 
IS free from thought, deed, or speech of villamy Therein is 
^ uerotira disciphno to he commended, my sistei, that they 

oi the outside of the cup,' answered 
^ hicnd— a whitening of the sepvdohre; but he shaU see 

^ apartment vnA 

her fnend Wi^ ^ere the only words which the matron had 

£SK?h^^cS apart- 

fnntf « V l4e bad Icisuro to 

Mfleotions on his situation— le&ons of a natiM 

of misticsses, or tutoresse^stead 

would seem, m 

to duect his motions according to their own pleaifS® 
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tijp nccoinpJiHlimcnt of plonn to mIhcIi lio tvrs no pirlj This, 
he thought, «us too much; mguuig, rcosonabh enough, tluit 
uh'ito^ci* nght Iiif, gniwlnirtthcr itnd licnofactrebs had to 
guide Jus inoliouh, blie wn*i ncithci entitled to transfci licr 
iiiithoiit^ or to dnidfl it with Another, who bcemcd to n<Aam(^ 
without ccreinmiy, the finnic tone of nhiohito coininnnd o\or 
hull 

'Butilshnll not long coiiLinno thui,’ thought Roland , *T 
will not he nil 1113 life the hltt\c of n womaii'a whutlc, to go 
when ahe hidv, niid come when bhe c.ills No, 113 St Andrew < 
the hand that c*iii hold the lance is ahoic the control of the 
distatr J will luiio tlicm the alippcd collar in their hands on 
the fiiwt opporliiiiiti , and let them execute their own dciices 
hy their own pmper force It 1003 sa^c them botli from poni, 
for 1 guess wh It thc3 meditate is not likely to prove either safe 
or easy the JSail of Mimay and his heresy aic too well rooted 
to 1)0 gnihbcd np by two old women ' 

As ho thus rcsolscd, tlics entered a low room, in which a 
third female was bcatcd 'niis npirtinciit was the fln>t he had 
obsened in the msiision which was furnished with mo\ cable 
scats, and with n woodrai table, oscr which was hud ,1 ]ncce of 
tnpestrs A carpet was spread on the floor, there was a gmto 
111 the cliimno}’, and, iii biicf, the apartment had the air of 
being habitable and inhabited 

But Roland’s ejes found better employment tlian to moke 
obscnatioiis on the nccommodations of the chamber, for this 
second female iiiliabitoiit of the numuoti seemed something 
icr3' diflcrcnt from an3't]iing be hod 3et been there At his 
first entr3' blic lud greeted with a silent and low obeisance the 
two aged mntioiib, then glancing her eyes towards Roland, slio 
adjusted a sail wbirb htmg luick over her blioulders so as to 
bung it n\cr her face — an operation which bho pcrfoimed with 
much modcst3', hut without either nflccted haste or cmbairasscd 
timidity 

Dining tins maiiecinrc, Roland had time to observe that the 
face was that of a girl appaieiitl} not mneb past sixteen, and 
that the eyes were at once soft and hnlliant To these veiy 
fasoutublc* obseishtions was added tlio certainty that the fan 
object to whom thej lefciicd possessed an excellent sliapc^ boi- 
donng pcrhajis on and thercfoio rather that of a 

Hebo than of a sylph, but beautiful]}' formed, and shown to 
great advantage h}' die close jacket and petticoat which she 
wore after a foreign fashion, tho lobt not quite long enough 
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aWittcly to conceal a very pielly Soot, Tflnch rated on a bar 
(H the table at vbioh ahe ante, her connd aims and ti^er 


fingen very busuy employed m repairing the pece of tapesny 
nhich nos epreoi on abieh cihibited eeyeial deplorable 


It IS to be remarked, that it mss by stolen glances that 


kta , end ho thought he eould once or teice, noUithstandmg 
the tertnro ol the retl, detect the damsel in the act of taking 
amulat eogniaanco of his own person The matrons in the 
means hilc cmtinued their separate oonvorsation, eyemg from 
time to timo the young people, m a matinur vihicb left Ttolnnit 
in iw doubt that thy rrcre the subject of their conveisation 
At Imgth ho distinctly heard Magdalen Gneme say these uords 
— jaj, my sister, sc must give them opportunity to speak 
^thcr, and to become acquainted, % must be peisonallr 
huosm to each ote, or h(w shall thy be able to ereonte rrhat 
th^arc entrusted silk)' «uM,wiiai 




(T*. a V , mma 

go f rt™ the balt.v“!J' '“to; kt us flieiefbie 

quamted uith each oflier’ ™ ®®' 

tv, A .V. , 



• r,T J| Iwkiag at the other n,.iJr 



iSJs**. •* w » >1 


Itaasiioir 


places deptiTrf of ft T 1 ®P® 


V. 


WAvrnT,i:Y Ko\niijS 


Ik; iiooil ns a plcs'^iuit promon-tclc Hctc tlicn -nalkcd the tvto 
nncioiit diitncs, IniMPil in their pntntc cun\cn>ation , Act not so 
niiichsohnt thstltolind cnuhl olAcr\o the nwlTon", as their 
thin foi iiih flnrkcnwl the easement in pa.ssiii!' or rcpas&mg before 
it, dnrt<i glance into the ■ipiitmcnt, to see hon matters ncro 
going nil thcio 
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Life liKtIi iti Uey, and it is nmtiifiil then 
The iroods an Toeal, and the flowen ttU odonr , 

Its ten blast has north in’t— and the maidens, 

The irhile thqr don their clonks to ekteen their kutles. 

Laugh at the ram that nrets them 

Old Play. 

Caxeebike tras at the happy age of innocence and buoyancy of 
Bpint urhen, after the first moment of emharraBsment rras over, 
a situation of awkwardness like that m which she was suddenly 
left to make acquaintance uith a handsome youth, not even 
known to hei by name, struck her, in spite of herself, in a 
ludicrous point of view She bent her beautiful eyes upou the 
work with which she was busied, and with infinite gravity sate 
out the two first turns of the matrons upon the balcony , but 
then glancing hei deep blue eye a little towards Roland, and 
observmg the embarrassment under which he laboured, now 
shiftmg on his chair, and now danglmg his cap, the whole man 
onuomg that he was perfectly at a loss how to open the con- 
versation, she could keep her composure no longei, hut, after a 
vain struggle, broke out mto a sinoere, though a very involuutaiy, 
fit of laughmg, so nclily accompamed ly the laughter of her 
meny eyes, which actually glanced through the tears which the 
CTOrt filled them with, and by the wavuig of hei rich ticsses, 
^at the goddess of sn^ea herself nevei looked more lovely than 
Gathcrmc at that moment A court page would not have left 
her long alone in her mirth , but Roland was country-bred, and, 
hesides, having some jealousy, as well as baslrfnlness, ho took it 
into his head that he was himself the object of her inoxtmguish- 
able kughter Hia endeavours to sympathise with Catherme, 
therefiTO, could cany him no farther than a forced giggle, 
vrhioh ^ more of displeasure than of mirth in it, and which 
so much enhanced that of the girl that it seemed to rendei it 
impoasiblo for hei ever to bring her laughter to an end, with 
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whatoToi anxious pains she laboured to do so For ereiy one 
has felt that when a paroxysm of laughter has seised him, at a 
misbecoming tune and place, the c^rts \rhich ho makes to 
suppress it, naj', the very sense of the impropncty of giving iray 
to it, tend onl}' to augment and piolong ^e irresistible impulse 
It a as undoubtedly lucky foi Gathenne, as vrell os for Boland, 
that the latter did not share in the excessive mnth of the former 
For seated as she a as, aith her back to the casement, Cathenne 
could easily escape the observation of the two matrons dnnng 
the course of their promenade , 111101008 Grmmc vras so placed, 
mth Ins sido to the uindoir, that his mirth, had he shnied that 
of bis companion, would have been instantly visible, and could 
not have failed to give offence to the personages m question 
He sate, houevor, with some impatience, until Cathenne had 
exhausted eitiior hei pouei 01 her desire of laugbmg, and uas 
ictuinmg uith good grace to the exeicisc of her needle, and 
then he observed with some diynes^ that ‘There seemed no 
gicat occasion to recommend to them to improve their acquomt- 
ance, as it seemed that they weie already tolerably familiar’ 
^thciine had an exticme desire to set off upon a fresh score, 
but she repi eased it strongly, and fixmg hci eyes on her uork, 
replied by asking his pardon, and promising to avoid futmo 
offence 

Boland had sense enough to feel that an on of offended 
dignity was veiy much misplaced, and that it vas with a very 
different beaiing he ought to meet the deep blue eyes ahich 
had borne such a heaity burden in the laughmg scene He 
tiled, theiefoie, to extricate himself as ucll as ho could from 
his blunder, by assummg a tone of corresponding gaiety, and 
leqnestmg to know of the nymph, ‘ Hon it u ns her pleasure that 
they should proceed in impiovmg the ocqnamtauce a hich had 
commenced so moinly ’ 

‘ Thati’ she said, ‘ jou must yourself discover, perhaps i have 
gone a step too fai in opening our mterview ' 

‘ SupposBi’ said Boland Grseme, ‘ne should begin as in a tale- 
book, by asking each ©tiler’s names and histones ' 

‘It 18 light wqll imagined,’ said Cathenne, ‘and slims m 
argute ludgmont Do you begin, and I mil listen, andi^y 
put m a question or two at the daik parts of tlio story Oom^ 
unfold then your name and Instoiy, my new aoquamtance 
‘ I am called Boland Gneme, and that tall old woman is my 

grandmother’ . ,, 

‘ And your tutoress 1 Good Who are your parents i 
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*Th^ are Irath dead,’ replied Boland 
'A 7 , bat \rbo vote thejt You Aad parent^ 1 presume V 
‘I suppose so,’ said B<^d, ’but 1 have never been able to 
learn mucb of tbenr bistoiy. Mj father vras a Scottish knight, 
vrho died gallantlj in bis stirrups, my motiher uus a Grmme 
of Heathe^li intheBebateable Land , most of her family were 
killed when the Debateable country was burned by the Lord 
Maxwell and Hemes of Caerlaverock ’ 

'Is it long ago 1 ’ said the damsel 
' Before 1 was bom,’ answered the page 
'That must be a great while since,’ said ah^ shaking her 
head gravely , ‘ look you, I cannot weep for them ’ 

* It needs not,’ said the youth, ‘they fell with honour ’ 

‘So much for your Imeage, fair sir,’ replied his companion, 
‘of whom I like the hvmg specimen (a glance at the casement) 
far less than those that are dead Tour much honoured grand- 
mother looks as if ^e could make one weep m sad earnest And 
now, fair aur, for your own person, if you tell not the tale 
faster, it will he out short m the miudle Mother Bridget 
pauses longer and longer every time she passes the wmdow, 
and with her there is as httle mirth as in the grave of your 
ancestors' 


‘My tale is soon told I was introduced mto the Castle ol 
Avenel to be page to the lady of the manrin n ’ 

*ae 18 a stnet Huguenot, is she not? ’ said the maiden 
As stnot as Calvm hims^ But my grandmother can play 
tte Puntan when it smts her purpose, and she had some plan 
Of Her own for qna^rmg me m the castle, it would have felled. 
MWOTer, after wo had remamed several weeks at tiie hamlet, 
hut for an unexpected master of ceremomes— ’ 

‘And who was that?’ said the girl 
‘ A loige black dw, Wolf by name, who brought me mto the 

.da d»k„„.d 

f '/ respectable introdnction, truly,’ said Qitherme- 
and what mi^t you loam at this same castle ? I love dearlv 
“I can do at need ’ ^ 

bS, i ‘ »a <nda 

Poaw ^ y®ri have lanrnM It* safH 

HSeaot ^ came'W 

awgueaot lord and your no less Huguenot lady to leidve 
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and keep in die familj so perilous a person as a Catholio 
page?’ 

'Because they knew nofc that part of my histoiy, nhich from 
infancy I had been taught to keep sccrebj and because my 
grand-dame’s former zealous attendance on their heretic ohaplam 
had laid all this suspicion to sleep, most fan Calipolis,’ said the 
page, and m so saying he edged his chair touards die seat of 
the fair quenst 

‘Nay, but keep youi distance, most gallant sir,’ answered 
the blue-eyed maiden, ‘for, unless 1 gready mistake^ these 
reverend lames will soon interrupt our amicable conference if 
the acquamtance they recommend shall seem to proceed b^ond 
a certain point , so, iair sir, be pleased to abide by your station, 
and reply to my questions By what achievements did you 
prove the qualities of a pag^ which yon had thus happily 
acquired f’ 

Boland, who began to enter into the tone and spirit of the 
damsel’s conversation, x^hed to her with becoming qnnt 
' In no feat, fair gendewromon, was 1 found menert, wherein 
there was mischief implied I ^ot swans, hunted ca^ fnght' 
ened seinng-women, chased the deer, and lobbed the orchard 
I say nothing of tormenting the chaplain m lanous ■ways, for 
that was my duty as a good (^thohe ^ 

‘ Now, as I am a gendewoman,’ said Gathenne, ‘ I think these 
heretics have done Oatholic penance m entertammg so all- 
accomplished a serving-smn • And what, fan: sw, might haie 
been die unhappy event which deprived them of an mmate 
altogether so estm^blel’ 

‘Truly, fair gendewoman,’ answered the youth, ‘your real 
proverb says that the longest lane w ill have a tuimng, and mine 
was more — ^it was, in fine, a tummg off’ 

‘Good ' ’ said the merry young maiden, ‘it is an apt play on 
the word And what occasion was taken for so in^rtant a 
catastrophe! Nay, start not for my learmi^ I do know^ the 
schools— in plam phrase^ why were you sent from semee! ’ 

The page shrugged his shoulders while he xephed, ‘A short 
tale is ^n told, and a short horse soon cumed I ma^ 
the falconer’s hoy taste of my switch , the falconer ducatened 
to make me brook his cudgel He is a kindly down m wdl as 
a stout, and I would rather have been cudgelled by him than 
any man in Chnatendom to choose , but I knew not Ins qimitiM 
at that time, so I threatened to make him brook the stab, ana 
my lady made me brook tho “ Begone ”, so adieu to the page s 
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office and the fair Castle cS Arenel I iad ^ tiavolM to 
lioforo I met venerable panmt And so tdl your talc^ fair 

giLSher,’ said the maiden, ‘tirho had the 1^ 
to find the stray page just a hen lus mistiess had slipped his 
iwiah, and a most ludry page that has jumped at once fiom a 


pain; iiU ttu wiu. «ivaj H <1 Tk ^ j 

« AH this IS nothing of yom history, ’ answered Eoland Urtem^ 
a ho began to be mn«i mterested m the congenial viTafflty or 
this fiioetiouB young gentlewoman— ' tale for talc is fellow- 
tiavollcm’ justice’ , , « 

•Wart till we are felloa'-ttavellers, then, repbed Cnthenne 
‘Nay, yon escape me not so,’ said the page, ‘if yon deal 
not justly ^ Bndgetv ot whatever 

youi dome be chlled, and prodaim yon for a cheat’ 

‘You sbstl not need,’ answered me maiden ‘My history is 
the counterpart of yonr own, the same words might almost 
seivc, chango but dress and name I am called Catherme 
Seyton, and 1 also am an orphan ’ 

‘Have yonr parents been long deadt’ 

‘That IB the only question,' said she, throwmg down her fine 
eyes with a sudden expression sorrow — ‘that ra the only 
question 1 cannot laugh at ’ 

‘And Dome Budget is your grandmother?’ 

The sudden cloud passed away like that which crosses for 
an instant the summer son, and Ae answered, with her usual 
Inely expression, ‘Wome by twenly degrees— Dame Budget is 
my maiden aunt’ 

‘ Over God’s focobodo ' ’ said Boland ‘ Alas ' that you have 
such a talc to tell I And what horror comes next?’ 

‘Yonr own histoiy, exactly, I woe taken upon trial for 
service ’ 


‘And tnrncd off for pinching the duenna, or afirontmg my 
Ixdjr’s waitir^-woman ? ’ 

‘Nay, our history vanes them,’ sard the damsd ‘Our 
inistress broke up house, or had her house broke up, wbicb is 
the same thing, and I am a free woman of the forest^ 

And 1 am ns glad of It ns if any one bad lined my doublet 
with doth of gold,' said the youth 

*1 thank you for your muth,’ sard she, ‘but the matter is 
not likely to concern you ’ 

‘Nay, bnt go on,' ' 
uitcnaptcd, the two 
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the balcony, like two old hooded crons, and thezr crook grows 
honrsoi as night comes on , tliey mil wing to roost presently 
Thu mutroBB of yours, fair gent^otramon, who was she, in God's 
name!' 

‘0, eIio has a fan name in the world,’ loplied Catlienne 
Soyton ‘Fen ladies kept a foirci house, oi held more gcntle- 
nomen m hci household, my aunt Bndgct nas one of her 
housekeepers Wo iioroi saw our misti ess’s blessed face^ to ho 
sure, but no heard enough of hci , neio up caily and donii 
late, and nerc kept to long prayers and light food ' 

‘Out upon the penuiions old beldam ■’ said the page 
‘Foi Heaicn’s sake, hlasplicme not *’ said the girl, nith on 
cnpiession of feat ‘God paidon iu both' I meant no harm 
I speak of oui blessed St Cathenue of Sienna ■--may God 
foigivc mo that I spoke so lightly, and made you do a great 
Bin and a gicnt blasphemy ' Thu was hei nunner}'', in whioli 
tlioie were tneho nuns and an abbess My aimt was the 
abbess, till the heiotics turned all adnft ’ 

‘And nlioio aie youi companions!’ asked tho yontli 
‘AVith tho last year's snow,’ ansnored tlie maiden — ‘cast, 
uortli, south, and nest some to Franco, some to Flanders, 
some, I foai, into tho woild and its pleasures AVo have got 
permission to romam, oi rather out romaming has been con- 
iiircd at^ foi my aunt has great relations among the £crr^ and 
they have tlueatcncd a dcatb-foud if any one tonchos ns, and 
bow and speai oio the best norrauts in wose times ' 

‘Nay, thou, you sit undci a sure shadow ,’ said tho youth, 
‘and I suppose you wept youiself blind when St Catbonno 
bioko up bouBckooping befoio j'ou hod token niles m her 
Boivioo!’ 

‘Hush I foi Heaion’s sake,’ said the damsel, oiossing herself, 
‘no moio of that ' But I bate not qmto cned my eyes out,’ 
said she, tummg tliem upon him, and instantly again bending 
tiAotw upon her work It was one of those glances wbieh would 
icquire tho tbiccfold plate of brass around tho heart, moio 
t bn " it u needed by tlie manners to whom Hoiaco lecommcnds 
It , Om youthful ^logo liad no defence whatem to offei 

‘ What say you, Ghthorine,’ ho said, ‘ if w o tw o, thus strangely 
turned out of service at tho same tune, should gim om loro 
most veneiable duennas tho toicli to hold, wlulo wo walk a 
merry measure with each othm over tho floor of this weary 

world!’ ^ , ,1 

‘A goodly propohol, truly,’ sud Catherine, ‘and woitbj the 
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madcap bram of a discatdod page ' And -wbat shifts does yoor 
TForship propose ise should live hyi — by singing ballads, cut- 
ting purses, or swaggenng on the mgh\?ay 1 foi &er^ I tJunk, 
you uould find your most productive exchequer ’ 

'Choose, you proud peat*’ said the page, dravung off in 
huge disdain at the calm and unembamssed ridicule \iith 
nhich his \nld proposal vms received And as he spoke the 
vords, the casement \ras again darkened by the forms of tho 
matKms; it opened, and i^itted Magdalen Gneme and the 
mother abbess so 'vre must now style her, mto the apartment 
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Nay, hear me, brother, 1 im cider, iruer. 

Aim holier then thou And ego, end wisdom, 

And holiness, hnic peremptory (^ims. 

And will bo listen'd to 

Old nay 

WnEV tho matrons ic-ontciad, and put an ond to the conreisa- 
tion which wc linro detailed in the lost chaptei, Dame Mag- 
dalen Giicmo thus addressed hoi grandson and his pictty com- 
linnion 'Have spoke togothei, my childien? Hate jon 
become known to each otlicr ns fellow-travellers on tlie some 
dtuk and dubious load, whom chance hath brought togothei, 
and who study to learn tho tenmers and dispositions of those 
by whom then penis aie to bo snaicdf 

It was seldom tho hght-hcarted Catheime could suppress a 
jest, BO tliat she often spolic when slio trould have act^ more 
wisely in holding hci peace 

' Youi giandson admires tho journey which you piopose so 
voiy gieaHy that he was oven noiv pioponng for settmg out 
upon it instantlj ’ 

‘This IB to bo too forward, Boland,’ said tho dame, address- 
ing him, ‘as yestciday you wcie oter slack, tlie just mean 
lies m obedience, which both waits fm the signal to start and 
obeys it when given But once again, my cbildien, have you 
so poiused each othei’s countenances tliat, when you meef^ m 
wrliatevcr disguise tho times may impose upon you, you may 
iccognise each in tho othei tho semet agent of the mighty woik 
in whioh you one to bo leagued? Look at each othei, know 
each Ime and hneomeut of each othei ’s countenance Leain 
to distmgmsh by tho stop, by tho sound of the voice, by the 
motion of the hand, by tho glance of the eye, the partnei whom 
Heaven hath sent to aid m woiking its wdl Wilt thou know 
that maiden, whensoevei oi wheiesoever you shall ogam meet 
her, my Boland Gimmo?’ 
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As icadily as tnily did Boland onsivor m the afSrmatiTe 

‘And tliou, my danghtei, \nlt thou ogam lomomlici the 
featmes of tins youtlil* 

‘Tinly, motlier,’ lephed Oathenne Si^ton, ‘I have not seen 
so many men of late that I should immediately forgot youi 
grandson, tliongh I maik not much about him that is deseiving 
of speaal rememhmnoo ’ 

‘ Join hands, then, my ohildien,’ said Magdalen Gitnme , hut, 
in saymg so, iras mterrupted by her companion, ivhoso con- 
lentual piejudices hod been gradually giving her moie and 
more uneasiness, and who could remain acquiescent no longer 

‘Nay, my good sister, you foiget,’ said she to Magdden, 
‘ Catherine is the betrothed hiide of Heaven , these intimacies 
cannot be ’ 

‘ It IS m the cause of Heaven that I command them to em- 
brace,’ said hlagdolon, with the full force of her poa erful voice , 
‘the end, sister, sanctifies the means we must use ’ 

‘They call me lady abbess, or mother at the least, who 
address me,’ said Dame Budget, drauing Wself up, as if 
oiTonded at her fnend’s authontativo manner, ‘tlie Lady of 
Heathcigill forgets that she speaks to the abbess of St 
Cathenno,’ 

‘ When I was what you call mo,’ said Magdalen, ‘you mdeed 
ueie the abbess of St Cathenno, hut both names oio now 
gone, with all the rank that the world and that the diiuich gave 
to them, and we are now, to the eye of human judgment, two 
poor, despised, oppressed women, dragging oui dishonouicd old 
age to a humble grave But what are w e in the eye of Heaven 1 
Ministers, sent forth to W'oik His will, in whoso weakness tlio 
strength of the church shall ho manifested, before whom g hnlj 
ho humbled tho wnsdom of Murray and the dark strength of 
Moiton And to such wouldst thou apply the nnnow rules of 
thy cloistered seclusion 1 or hast ihon forgotten the order which 
I showed thee from thy supenoi, subjecting thee to mo in those 
matters?’ 

‘On thy head, then, he the scandal and the sin,’ said the 
abbess, sullenly » 

‘On mmo bo they both,’ said Magdalen ‘I say, embrace 
each othci, my (diildien ’ 

But Catherine, aware, perhaps, how the disputo was likely 
to terminate, had escaped fiom tho apartment, and so dis- 
ap]»intcd the grandson at least as much as tlio old matron 
She IS gone,' said tho abbess, ‘ to pondo some little le- 
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ficslimcnt Bnt it will bare little savour to those who dwdl 
in the world, for I, at leasts cannot dispense with tho roles to 
which I am vowci^ bccauso it is tho will of wicked men to 
break down the sanotuiuy in which they wont to be observed ’ 

'It IB well, my sister,' replied Magdalen, ‘to pay each even 
the smallest tithes of mint and cummm whiw the church 
demands, and 1 blame not thy scrupulous observance of the 
rules of thine ordei But they w ere established by tho church, 
and for tho cliiirch’s benefit, and reason it is tlist they should 
give way when the salvation of the church herself is at stake ’ 

The abbess made no reply 

One more acquainted with human nature than the mespen- 
cnccd page might have found amusement m compaxmg the 
diflcrcut kinds of fanaticism which these two females exhibited 
Tho abbess, timid, narrow-minded, and discontented, dung to 
ancient usages and pretensions which were ended by the Befoi- 
mation, and was in adversity, as she had been in prosperity, 
scrupulous, weak-spintcd, and bigoted, while the fiery and 
more lofty ^int of her compomon suggested a wider field of 
effort, and would not be limited by ordmary rules m tho 
e\traordinaiy schemes which weie suggested by her bold and 
irregulai imagination But Roland Gneme, instead of tracing 
these peculiarities of character in tho twTi old dames, only 
waited with gieat anxiety for tho lotum of Cathenne, expecting 
probably that the proposal of tho fraternal embrace would be 
lenewed, as his grandmother seemed disposed to cany matters 
with a high hand 

His expectations, oi hopes, if we may call them so, woie, 
how’cvei, disappoint^ , for, when Cathenne re enteied on tho 
MimTnnnB of tho abbess, and placed on tho toble an earthen 
pitcher of water, and four waiden platters, with cups of the 
same material^ the Dame of HeathergiU, satisfied with the 
uibitmry mode m which she had borne down ihe opposition 
of the abbess, pursued her victory no farther — a moderation 
foi which hei grandson, m bis heart, returned hei but slender 

thanks , 

In the meanwhile, Cathenne oontmued to place upon tne 
table the slender preparations fmr the meal of a lecJuse, which 
consisted almost entirely of coleworf^ boiled, and sery^ up m 
a wooden plattei, having no better seasomng than a hrae salli 
and no better nccompanunent than some coarse barley-biead m 
very moderate quantity Tho water-pitohei already mention^ 
f urmslied tho only beverage After a Latm grace, dehverea oy 
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simplicity m 


dOTm to tiiar spare entertainment 
the fare appeared to produce no distaste m 


the females, who ate of it moderately, nut mm we - 

ance of appetite. But Roland Grseme h^ used to better 

cheer. ^ Halbert Glendinning, who affected even an unusual 
degree of nobleness m his houaekeepmg, maintamed it m a 
stele of genial h^tahty which nralled tiiat of fee n^cm 
hMons of England He might think, perhaps, feat by d^ 


so he acted yet mote compieieij lue jaui, w* nuiwi* 

—that of a great baton and a leader Two bullocks and at 
sheep weekly were the allowance when the baron was at borne, 
and the number was not greatly dimmifeed during his absroce 
A M of malt was weakly brewed mto ale> whife was used by 
the household at discretion Bread was baked m proportion fat 
the consumption of his domestics and retainers , and m this 
scene of plenty had Roland Gxmme now lived for sevmal years 
It formed a W mttoduotion to lukewarm greens and iqirmg 
water, and piohahly his coimtenance mdicated some sense of 
the difibrence, for abbess observed, ‘ It would seem, my eon, 
that the tables of fee beretio baron, whom you have so long 
followed, are more daintily fnmished than feore of the suffering 
daughtos of fee church, smd yet, not upon the most solemn 
nights of festival, when the nuns were permitted to eat their 
portion at mmo own table, did 1 comader the cates which 
were then served up as liaU so delicious as these v^tables 
and this water, on which I prefer to feed, rather than do 
anght which may derogate from fee strictness of my vow. It 
shall never he said feat the mistress of fen house made it 
a house of fesstang when days d darkness and of affliction 
were hanging over fee Holy Church, of which I am an un- 
worthy member’ 

‘ Well hast thou said, my sister, replied Magdalen Gneme , 
‘bat now it is not only time to su^r m fee good cause, hut to 
act in it And smee our pilgnm's meal is finished, let us go 
apart to prepare for our journey of to-morrmr, and to advise on 
fee mamier m which these children shall ha empliqred, and 
what measures we can adoj^ to supply fenr thoughtlessness 
and lack of discretion.’ 

Notwiftstandmg his indifferent dieer, the heart of Roland 
Grame hounded high at this proposal, which he doubted not 
would lead to another betwurt him and the pretty 

novice But he was mistaken Catherme, it would seem, had 
no mind so for to mdulge him , for, moved either by delicacy 
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or capnce, or some of those mdescnbable shades hetw ixt the oae 
and tiie other mth 'vrhich -woniBn lore to teaze^ and at the same 
time to captivate, the mder sex, she zemmded the abbess thns 
it Tvas necessaij she ^onld retire for an hour before vespers, 
and, receiving the ready and approving nod of her supenor, 
she arose to vnthdravr But, before leaving the apartment, she 
made obeisance to the matron^ bendmg herself till her hands 
touched her knees;, and then made a lesser reverence to Boland, 
which consisted m a slight bend of the body and gentle depres- 
«ion of the head This she pcrfocmed very demnrel}', but the 
party on whom the salutation was conferred thought he could 
discern m her manner an arch and mischievous exultation ovci 
his secret disappomtmeut 'The devd take the sauiy girl,’ he 
thought m his heart, though the presence of the abbess should 
have repressed all such profane imagiuatiouB, 'she is as hard- 
hearted as the laughmg hyaena that the story-hooks tell of 
she has a mmd that I shall not forget her this night at 
least’ 

The matrons now retired also, givmg the page to understand 
that he was on no account to stir from the convent, or to shon 
himself at the vnndows, the abbess assigning as a reason the 
rcadmess vnth which the rude heretics cau^t at eveiy occasion 
of scandahsmg the rehgious orders 

‘ This is worse than the ngour of Mr Henrv TTardcn him- 
self said the page when he vras left alone, ‘fm, to do him 
justice, howevei stnct m lequinng the most rigid attention 
dnnng the tune of his homilies, he left ns to the freedom of 
our own wills afterwards ay, and would take a share m oui 
pastime^ too, if he thought them entirely innocent. Bat these 
old women are utterly wrapt up m gloom, mystery, and self- 
denial Well then, if I must neither stir out of the gate nor 
look out at window I vnll at least see what the inside of the 
house contams that may help to pass away one’s tune , pcr- 
adventore I may light on that blue-eyed laugher m some corner 
or other’ 

Going, therefore out of the chombei by the entrance opposite 
to than through vfhich the two matrons had departed (for it 
may be readily supposed that he had no desire to intrude ou 
fieir privacy), he wandered from one chamber to another, 
throngh the deserted edifice, seekmg with boyish eagerness 
some source of mterest or amusement Here he passed 
through ii long gallery, openmg on either hand mto the httle 
cells of the nun^ all dcseited, and deprived of the few 
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tnfling arbcles of funutore wlucb the rales of the oidcr 
admitted 

‘The birds are flown/ thought the pi^e ; ‘but whether they 
will find themselves worse off m the open air than m these damp 
nanow cages, I leave my lady abbess and my venerable lelatirc 
to settle betwixt them 1 ttunkthe wild young lark whom they 
have left behind them would hke best to sing undei God’s free 
sky’ 

A wmding stam, strait and narrow, as if to remmd the nuns 
of then duties of &st and maceration, led down to a lowct 
smte of apartments, which occupied the 'ground story of the 
house ThesO'TOoms wnre even more mmous than those which 
he had left , for, having encountered the first fury of the as- 
sailants by whom &e nunnery had been wasted, the window!, 
had been dashed in, the doors broken dow-n, and even the pai- 
titious betwixt the apartments m some places destroyed As 
he thus stalked fiom desolation to desolation, and began to 
think of returning from so unmteresting a research to the 
chamber which he had left, he was Butpnsed to hear the low 
of a cow very close to him The sonnd was so unexpected at 
tiio time and place that Boland Grnnne started as if it bad 
been the voice of a lion, and laid his hand on his dagger, while 
at the same moment the hght and lovely form of ^thermo 
Scyton presented itself at the door of the apartment fiomwbich 
the sound had issued. 

‘Good even to you, valiant champion ' ’ said she, ‘smee tho 
days of Guy of Wa^w^cfc, never was one more w'orthy to encounter 
a dun cow ’ 

‘ Cow ' ’ said Boland Grtemc, 'hy my faith, I thought it hod 
been tho devil that roared so near me Who ever heard of a 
convent contammg a cow -house f' 

‘Cow and calf may come hithei now/ answered Catherine, 
‘foi we have no means to keep out either But I advise you, 
kind sir, to return to the place from whence you came ’ 

‘ Not till I see youi charge, fiui sister,’ answered Boland, 
and made his way into tho apartment, m spite of the balf- 
seiions, half-Iaughing lemonstranees of the guf 

The poor solitary cow, now the only severe recluse within 
the nunnery, was quartered m a spacious chambei, which had 
onee^bocn tho refectory of the convent The roof was graced 
With groined arches, and the wall with rucliei,, from which the 
images, had been pulled down 'These remnants of archi- 
tcotiiral ornaments were strangely contrasted with the rude 
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cnb constructed foi the cow in one comer of the apartment, 
and the stick of foddci which was piled beside it foi her 
food * 

‘lij my faith,’ said the page, ‘Crombio is more lordly lodged 
than any one hoio ■ ’ 

‘You had best lemom nith hoTi’said Cathenne, ‘and supply 
by youi filial attentions the offspring she has had the ill-luck 
to lose ' 

‘I Mill remain, at least, to help you to prepare hci niglif^s 
lair, pretty Catlieiiiio,’ said Holand, seizing upon a pitchfork 

‘By no means,' said Cathenne, ‘for, besides that you knoii 
not in tiic least lion to do her that sernce, you mil bnng a 
chiding my ivay, and I got enough of tliat in the logulai course 
of things ’ 

‘What' foi accoptuig mj nsBisbinccV said the page — ^‘for 
accepting my assistance, u ho am to he 3 oiu coiifcdemto in some 
deep matter of impoitf That u ore altogether unrcasonnbb, 
and, iioM I think on it, tell mo, if 30U can, what is this mighty 
emprise to uliioli I am destined}’ 

‘Bobbing a bird's nest, I should suppose,’ said Cathenne, 
‘coiisidciitig the cliampioii uhom tliey ha\c selected ’ 

‘By my faith,’ said the youth, ‘and ho that has taken a 
falcon’s nest in the scaurs of Polmoodie has done something 
to bmg of, m3* fair sistci But that is nil oicr non a mur- 
laiii on the ncs4 mid the 031180? and their food, washed or 
linn ashed, for it uns all anon of cmmimng these Morthloss 
kites that 1 uas sent ujion my present traiels Save tlint I 
hnso met Midi 30U, piotty sister, I could oat my daggoi-hilt 
foi soxatioii at ray own folb* But, ns wo arc to be fcllow- 
tmvcllors ’ , 

' Follow -labourera, not fcllow-traiellcrs,’ answered the girl, 
' for to 3 oui comfort bo it know n, tliat the lady abbess and 1 
set out cailicr than you and yom respected relative to-morrow, 
and dint I partly endure 3 era company at present because it 
may bo long ere wo moot again ’ 

‘By St Andiow, but it shall not, though,' answerea 
Boland, ‘I will 4[iot hunt at all unless wo ore to hunt m 
couples’ 

‘I suspect, in that and in other points, we must do as wo 
are bid,’ lophcd the young Indy ‘But hark ' I hearmya^ts 
? oice ’ 

The old lady enteiod m good earnest, and dnited a seicro 

* 8«e KiuniET) ol St Bridget. Koto 5 
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glance at her niece, yrhile Boland had the ready urit to busy 
huneelf about the halter of the covr 

'The young gentleman,* said Catherine, gravdy, 'is helping 
me to tie the cow up faster to her stake, for 1 find that last 
night, when she put her head out of uindow and lowed, she 
alarmed the whole village, and we shall be suspected of sor- 
oeiy among the heretics if they do not discover the cause of 
the apparition, or lose our cow if they do * 

‘Beheve yourself of that feai,’ said the abbess, somewhat 
ironically , ‘the person to whom she is now sold comes fbr the 
annual presently ' 

'Good-night, then, my poor companion,’ said Cathonne, 
patting the animal’s shoulders, ‘I hope thou hast fallen into 
kmd hands, for my happiest hours of late have been spent m 
tending thee 1 would I had been bom to no better task < ’ 

‘ Now, out upon thee, meaa-spnted a ench ' ’ said the abbess ; 
*18 that a speech worthy of me name of Seyton, oi of the 
month of a sister of this house, tieadmg the path of election , 
and to he spoken before a stranger youth, tool Go to my 
oratory, mmion, theie read your Bmirs till I come thther, 
when I will read yon such a lecture as shall make yon prize 
the blessmgs whioh you possess ' 

Catheimo was about to withdraw m silence, costing a half- 
sorrowfnl, balf-comio glance at Boland Gneme, which seemed 
to say, 'You see to what your untimely visit has exposed me,' 
when, suddenly changmg hei mind, she came forward to the 
page, and extended her hand as she bid him good evening 
riieir palms had pressed each other ere the astonished matron 
could mterfere, and ^thenne hod tune to say, ‘ Porgivo me, 
mo^r , It is long since we have seen a face that looked with 
Smoe these disoiders have broken up our 
pencil retreat all has been gloom and malignity I hid this 
youth kindly farewell, because be has come hither m VnKincBg 
and because the odds are great that we may never agam meet 
m this world I gnesa better than he that the schemes on 
^ j nishmg are too mighty foi your mauagemenh 

and that jm are now setting the stone a-rellmg which must 
m^Iy (OTsh you m its descent I hid fareweU,’ she added, 
to my fellow-victim i ’ 

^ serious feeling, 

a^elher difl^t from the usual levity of Cathenne’s mannli 
henea^ the giddiness of extreme 
youth and total inexpenenoc, there lurked m her bosom a 
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deeper poirei of sense and feeling than her conduct hod hitherto 


The abbess lemauied a moment silent after she had left the 
zoom The pioposed rebuke died on her tongue, and she ap- 
pealed etiuck unib the deep and foreboding toe m vhich her 
niece had spoken her good even She led the nay m silence to 
the apartment uhich they bad formerly occupied, and -nherc 
there was prepmed a small refection, as the abbess termed li^ 
consisting of milk and bailey-bieod Magdalen Gnem^ sum- 
moned to take shore in this collation, appeared from an adjoin- 
ing apartment, but Catherine lias seen no more Tbeieuas 
little said during the hasty meal, and after it uas finished 
Boland Gneme uas dismissed to the nearest ced, uheie some 
preparations had been made fin his lepose 

The strange circumstances m which he found himself had 
tiieu usual efieot in prerenting slumber fiom hastily descend- 
mg on him, and he c^d distmctly hear, by a low hut earnest 
mtumunng m tlie apartment which he had left, that tho 
nmtious continued m deep consultation to a late horn As 
tliey sepaiated, he heard the abbess distinctly eiLpiess heiself 
thus ‘In a woid, my sister, I venerate yom chaiactei and the 
authority with which my supcnois have mvested you , yet it 
seems to mo that, ere entenng on this penlous couine, we 
should consult some of the fathers of the ohurdb * 

‘And how and where aio we to find a faithful hzrdiop or 
abbot at whom to ask eouiisel 1 The faithful Eustatius is no 
more' ho is withdrawn from a world of onl, and from tho 
tyianny of heretics May Heaven and Oni Lady assoihsio him 
of his m"”) and abridge the penance of hia mortal mfirmities ' 
AYheie «Ln11 -vvo find another with whom to take counsel 1’ 
‘Heaven will provide fbr the church,' said tho abbess, ‘and 
the faithful fathers who yet ore suffered to lenuun m tho house 
of Kennaquhan will prooeed to elect an abbot They irfl uob 
Buflfei the staff to fall down, or tho mitre to he unfilled, foi the 

thieats of heiesy ’ , , , , « , t 

‘That will I learn to-morrow,’ said Magdalen Gisemo, yet 
who now takes th8 office of an houi, save to partake with tho 
spoilois m then woik of plundei ? To-morrow w ill tell us if one 
of tho thousand samts who aie spiung from tho hoiM of bt 
Mary’s contanues to look down on it in its miseiy Earowell, 
my sister, wo meet at Edinburgh ’ 

‘ BmedteiU ! ' answeied tho abbess and they pa^ ^ 

•Tto g pniraftiiliitii and to Edmhuigh we bend our way. 
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ihongbt Soland Gmne ‘ That information hare I porchaEcd 
hy a Bleopless hour it suits Tioll mth my purpose At Kon- 
naqnhair I shall see Fathei Ambrose , at ^mbutgh I shall find 
the means of shaping my ovm course through this bustling 
uoild, Trithout buidening mr affectionate relation, at Edin- 
burgh, too, I shall see again the mtehmg novice, uith her blue 
eyes and her provoking smile’ He fell asleep, and it nos to 
mcam of Catherme Seyton 
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IVliaf;, Dtgaa ap amin ' I thought m hod hurl'd him 

Doun oil tile tlutiehold never more to nsc 

Bnng uedge and axe , and, nei£^boim, lend jour hands, 

And nre the idol into mnter fasots > 

AtMhtame, or Me Conuriei Dave 

BoiiAA'D Grave slopt long and aound, and the sun tros high 
over the horizon vhen the voice of hu companion Bummoned 
him to Fcaumc then pilgnmage, and n hen, hastily anangmg 
his dress, ho Trent to attend her call, tlie enthusiastic matron 
stood alie.idy at the threshold, prepared for her joiimej There 
Tias in all the deportment of this remarkable iroman a prompti- 
tude of execution, and a sternness of peisevonince, founded on 
the fanabcibm which she nursed so deeply, and irhioh seemed 
to <ibsorb all the oidiiuij purposes and feelmgs of mortality 
Oue only hiunau aSection gleamed through her enthusiastic 
cncigie^ like the broken ^impses of the sun through the nsmg 
olou^ of a storm It was her matcznal fondness for her grand- 
son — a fondness earned almost to the verge of dotage m circum- 
stances u heie the Cathohe religion cos not concerned, but chich 
gave uay instantly chon it chanced either to thcart or come 
m contact cith tho more settled purpose of her soul, and the 
moie devoted duty of her life Her life she irould wiDingly 
have laid down to save the earthly object of her affection, but 
that object itself she was ready to hazard, and would have been 
willing to sacnfice, could tho restoration of the CEhuroh of Home 
have been purchased with his blood Her discourse by the way, 
exceptmg on the few occasions in which her extreme love of her 
grandson found opportumly to display itself m anxiety for hw 
health and accommodation, turned entiiely on the duty of 
raismg up the fallen honours of the chunm, and repladng a 
Catholic sovereign on the throne There were times at whiOT 
she liinted, though veiy obscurely and distantly, that she 
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commonlv ailed the Hun d Kent,* or ’Aefter eho 

S?didt upon the general duty which ^ TT'’! u m S 
-f 5.« tinw «™1 tha twfissnre of which she fdt in an 



Yet, though ^^Ulen Gncme gave no dnect mtanatmn of 
licr piotennone to be considered as Bomeflung hq^ond tlie 
ordiuan class of nrortals, the demeanour of one or two perwos 
fte travellers whom they oocamonally met, ns uiey 
entered the mote fertile and populous part of the valW, seemed 
to uiduiate them heliei m her supenor attnbutes It is true 
that two doe ns, who dioic before them a herd of cattle, one 
cr teo Mlhgo ueuches, who seemed honnd for some merry- 
making , a strolling sddior, m a rusted monon , and a wander- 
ing student, os his threadhare hkok desk and his satchel of 
hooks ptodaimod hnn, passed our travdlers nithout observa- 
tion, or with a look of contempt, and, moreover, that two or 
three children, attmoted by the appearance of a dinss so nearly 
resembling that of a pilgrim, joined m Iieotu^ and callii:^, 
‘Out upon the old mass-monger'’ But one or two^ who 
nounshra m tlicir bosoms respect for the dowmfallen hierarchy, 
casting hist a tunorons glance around, to see that no one 
observed them, hastdy errased themsdves, bent their knee to 
Sister Magdalen, by whidi name they minted her, kissed her 
hand, or oven the hem of her dahsmsque, received witih humility 
the ienedtcitr witli which she repaid then obeisance , and tlim 
stortmg up, and again lookmg bmidly round to see that tliev 
h^ heen nnobMrved, hastily lesumed them journey. Evem 
wlulo Hglit of persons of the ptevailmg faith, there were 
SrIS ^ ^ their ^ and hendmg 

‘Ton to time she received 

» » suppress the goodspmt, or to root out the true 

' SnUotee 
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Bcpd Amid heretics and schismatic^ spoilers of tho chinch’s 
huids, nnd scofibrs nt aniiite and saciamcnts, thoio is left a 
icmnaiit’ 

’It IS tnio, mj’ mother,’ said Boland Gneme , ‘but methinks 
they are of a quality uhioli onn help us but little See j'ounot 
all tliobc uho uoni hteol nt then side, nnd beai marks of bettor 
quality, niffle past iu> as tlicy aoidd past the meanest beggars? 
foi thobo ulio giso lib nuymaiksof sympathy aio the poorest 
of the poor, and most outcast of the needy, uho have neither 
bicad to slmie uith us, noi suordb to defend us, nor skill to 
iibo them if they hod That poor u retch that last kneeled to 
you uith such deep demotion, nnd uho seemed emaciated by 
the touch of some uastiiig disease uithin, and the grasp of 
poscity uithout — that pale, shisciing, miserable caitiff, how can 
ho aid the gicat schemes you meditate?’ 

'Much, my sou,’ said tlie matron, uith more mildness than 
the ixigo perhaps expected ‘Tthen that pious sou of the 
chinch leluins fiom the bliiuio of St Kmgnn, whithci he non 
trasols by my coiiiibcl, niid by the aid of g^ (Xitliolics — when 
ho returns healed of hib wasting malady, high in health and 
strong in limb, will not the glory* of his faithfulness, and its 
miraculous icward, siicak louder m tho oars of tins besotted 
people of Scotland than tho dm which is weekly made in a 
thoiisnnd hoioticol pulpits?’ 

‘Ay, but, motbei, I fcai tiio samt’s linud is out It is long 
biiioc wo base licnid of a miinclo pcifoimcd nt St Ringan’s ’ 

The matiou mndo a dead pause, and, with a toico tremulous 
with emotion, asked, ‘Alt thou so uuliappy* os to doubt tho 
powei of the blessed saint?’ 

‘ Nay, mothoi,’ the youth hastened to reply, ‘ I believe as tho 
Holy Cliuich commands, and doubt not St Bingou’s powci of 
healing, but, bo it said with icvcrcncc, be bath not of late 
show cd tho inclination ’ 

'And lias tins land dcsciTcd it?’ said the Catholic matian, 
odinnoing hastily while she bpoke, until slie attained the sum- 
mit of a using ground, os ei w Inch the path led, and then stand- 
ing ftgnin stiU « ‘ Heic,' she said, ' stood the moss, the Imuts 
of tho lialidome of St Mary's — ^here, on this eminence, fiom 
wrliioh the eye of tlie holy pilgnm might first catch a new of 
tliat ancient monastery, the light of tho land, the abode of 
saints, and tho giavo of monaichs Where is nowr that emblem 
of oui faith ? It lies on the oaith, a shapeless block, fiom which 
tho broken fragments have been caincd off foi the meanest 
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wiUiiwaotw mpidily, ‘Yes, my son, all on cavtn « ouyot a 
nM'.idi JOT .mS gnef, tnumpli and desolahon, 
wlvtr liU cloud and aunalunc, the MacyardEhnU not bo Jm 
rvt r Ittxldon don ii, tbe gaps shall bo amended, and tbe im^ 
Immcks rairo more diooscd and tnmmcd E\en flus day— 
n\, tM n llub bout, I trust to hear nev s of importance^ Dally 
not— let «•> on , tunc is bnd, and judgment is certain 

SUc resumed the path nhioh led to the abbey— a path umeb, 

111 ancient timc',n as carofuHj marked out by posts and rails, 

(0 iisnst the pilgnm m his journey, these weie now tom up 
and de-itrejod An half-liont’s unlk placed tiiem m front of 
tlu wire sjiicndid monastcij, uhioli, nlthougb the oburdi uas 
f s } it inliro, h III not escaped the fmy of the tunes The long 
mice of «-ih mid of apaitmciits foi the use of the brethren, 
rhnb nceiipicd tuo «idcs of the great Equare, were almost 
iiitirclj raiiifliis, the interior Imsing been consumed 1^ file, 
nhicti only the masnio architecture of the ontuaid noils had 
ituihkd them to lesist The ahlmt’s house, uhich farmed the 
liunl bide of the square, uos, though injured, btiU inhabited, 
and aliiiiiUil refuge to the fevr bictbron uho yet, mtbei by 
('lunnaiuu ihnn by aunni antlionty, uerc permitted to Tcmain 
ft? Ksumujuluir Their stately offices their pleasant gardens, 
the inainviiccnt rlo'slen toiiitnieted for their rcoication, ueie 
Jill •liliip'dfiusl.ind ruinous; and some of (hehiuling i pat onals 

hid aiiiMreuth lieeti mil into TMinui’inn hr TUtTsftna in flin 



■■■ iiimiuriiis oi Ootluc pillats, nclily 

I 'f'oi, wnijiyiiig ill? jihcfl of (}oo^posts to the meanest huts, 
ftc 1 wn r.d thtw a imitiLitcd statue, imcrtcd or kid on its 
* ti > }« un- dnur-jrM or thrediold of a scretched covr-housc 
u 1. 1'mtili itreU uas l^, injured thsu the other bnildmes of 
til st-i, try liat ifit images uhtch Imd been plocal m the 
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numerous niches of its columns and buttresses, hsTing all fallen 
undei the charge of idolatiy, to which the superstitious devo- 
tion of the Papists had justij exposed them, had been broken 
and thrown down, without much regard to the preservation of 
the nch and airy canopies and pedestals on which they were 
placed, nor, if the devastation had stopped short at this pomt, 
could we have considered the preservation of these monuments 
of antiquity as an object to be put in the balance with the 
introduction of the Beformed wor^p 

Oui pilgrims saw the demolition of these sacred and vener- 
able representations of samts and angds — for as sacred and 
venerable they had been taught to consider them — ^with very 
different feelmgs The antiquary may be perimtted to legret 
the necessity of the action, but to Magdalen Gneme it seemed 
a deed of impiety, deserving the instant vengeance of Heaven 
— a sentiment m which her relative jomed for the moment as 
cordially as herself Neither, however, gave vent to then feel- 
ings in words, and imlifted hands and eyes formed their only 
mode of expressing them. The page was about to approach the 
gieat eastern gate of the chur^ but was prevented ly his 
guide 'That gate,’ she said, 'has long been blochaded, that 
the heretioal rabble may not know there still exist among the 
brethien of St Maryh men who dote worship where their pre- 
decessors prayed while ahve, and were mterred when dead, 
follow me this way, my son ’ 

Boland Grmme followed accordingly, and Magdalen, castmg 
a hasty glance to see whether they weie observ^ (for she had 
learned caution from the danger of the tunes), commanded her 
grandson to knock at a little wicsket which we pomted out to ^ 
huu ‘ But knock gently,’ she added, with a motion expressive 
of caution Aftei a little space, duzmg which no answer was 
returned, she si^ied to Boland to repeat his sammons foi 
aHmiinnnn , and the door at length partially cqiening, discoi ered 
a glimpnA of the thm and tumd poiter, by whom the duty was 
performed, skulkmg from the observation of those who stood 
without^ but endeavouring at the same time to gam a sight of 
them without heng himself seen How difihrent from the 
pioud consciousness of digmty with which the porter of anoiwt 
days offered his important brow and his gcxidly person to the 
pii gwmn -who repaued to Kennaquhau ' His solemn *7«/ro/c, 
majUth’ was exchanged for a tremulous ‘You cai^ roter 
now the hiethien are m their chambers ' But when Mag- 
dalen Gimme asked, m an undei tone of voic^ 'Hast Giou for- 
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gotten me, my biothert* ho changed his apologetic lefusal to 
‘ Entei, my honouied sister — entei speedily, for evil eyes are 
upon us ’ 

They entered aocordmgly, and having waited imtil the poitor 
had, with jealous haste, toned and bolted the wicket, were 
conducted by hun thiough seveiol dark and uindmg passages 
As they nalked slowly on, he spoke to the matron in a sub- 
dued voice, as if he fcai^ to trust the very walls with the 
avowal which ho communicated 

‘Our fathers aie assembled m the cbaptei-house, woitliy 
Bister— yes, in the chaptcr-hooso — ^for the eleotion'of on abbot 
Ah, henedwite! theie must be no ringing of bolls — no high 
mass — ^no opemng of the gieat gates now, ^t the people mi^it 
see and venerate then spnitual fathei I Our fathers must hide 
Ihemselvos rathei like lobbeis vrho choose a leadei than godly 
pnests who elect a untied abbot ’ 

‘Regard not that, my biothei,’ ansueied Magdalen Gimme, 
* the first successors of St Petei himself were elected, not in 
sunshine, but in tempests, not in the halls of the Vatican, but 
m the subterranean vaults and dungeons of heathen Rome; 
they weio not giatulated with shoots and salvos of cannon-shot 
and of musketty, and the display of artificial file — no, my 
blather, but by the lioaiso summons of liotois and pimtor^ 
vho came to drag the fatliers of the church to martyidom 
Vi cm such adversity uas the church once raised, and by such 
vill it now be punfied And maik mo, biothci I not in the 
proudest dan of the mitied abbey was a superior ever chosen 
whom hiB office shall so mnoli honom as Ae shall he honouied 
vho now takes it upon him in these days of tnbulatiou On 
vhom, my brothei, will tiie choice fall?' 

‘ On 'wnom can it fall — or, alas * who would daio to leply to 
the call— save then orthy pupil of the sainted Eustatius, the 
good and valiant Vathei Ambioset’ 


‘ I Imov it,’ said Magdalen, ‘my heart told me, long ere your 
lijrs had uttered his name Stand fmtb, courageous chammon, 
and man the total hieaoh' Rise, bold and emenenoed mdot 
and 80170 the helm while the tempest rages I '"’Turn took the 
tottle, bravo raisei of the fallen standard ' Wield crook and 
Blmg, noble bheplieid of a scattered fiook ’ 

I praj’ j ou, hush, my sister 1 ’ said the portei, opening a 
dooi vlnch led into the gieat church, ‘the hrethron will ho 
prosei^y boro to colohrato their election vith a solemn . 
1 must marshal them the way to the high altar; all the 

w g 
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Magdalen Gneme looked at and pernsed tho bnof records of 
these monuments successively, aud paused over that of Father 
Eustace ‘In a good horn for thyself,’ she said, ‘hut ohl in 
an evil houi fbi the diurdh, wert thou t^led from us Let thy 
spint be with u^ holy man , encourage thy successor to ticad 
in thy footsteps , give him thy bold and inventive capacity, thy 
zeal, and tliy diwretum ; even ihy piety exceeds not his ’ As 
she spoke, a side door, which clo^ a passage from the abbot’s 
house mto the ohmeh, was thrown open, tliat the fathers mi^t 
enter the (dioir, and conduct to the high altai the supenor 
whom they had elected 

In former tunes, this was one of tho most splendid of tho 
many pageants winch the hierarchy of Borne had devised to 
attract the veneration of the faithful. The period durmg which 
the abbacy lemamed vacant was a state of moummg or, as 
their emblematical phrase expressed it, of widowhood — a melan- 
choly term, which was changed mto lejoicing and tnnmph 
Avhen a new supenor was <£osen When tho folding doors 
iveie on such solemn occasions thrown open, and tlie new abbot 
appeared on the thioshold lu full-blown digmty, with nug and 
imtie, and dalmatiquo and crosier, his hoary standard-beaiors 
and his juvenile dispenseiw of mcense piecemng him, and the 
vonorable tram of monks behmd him, with all besides which 
could announce the supreme authon^ to which he was now 
raised, lus appearance was a signal for ^o magnificent JuhUaie 
to nse horn &e organ and music-loft, and to be jomed hy the 
coiiespondmg bursts of Alleltaah fiom the whole assembled 
congregation Eow all was diangcd In the midst of rubbish 
and desolation, seven or eight old men, bent and diaken, as 
much by gnef and fear as by age, shiouded hastily m the 
piosonbed dress of their order, wandered like a procession of 
spectres from the doorwhich had been thrown open, up through 
tire cncumbeied passage to the high altar, there to instal then 
elected supenor a chief of rums It was like a band of be- 
wildered travellers ihoosmg a chief m the wilderness of Arabia, 
or a shipwrecked crewelectmg a captain upon ^e tarren island 
on which fate has thrown them * 

They who, m peaceful timc^ are most ambitious of authonty 
among others, shrink from the competitaon, at such eventful 
penods, when neitliei ease nor parade attend the possession of 
it, and when it gives only a painful pre-eminence both m (^nger 
rad m labour, rad exposes the ill-fated ohieftam to the murmuis 
of hiB discontented associates, as well as to the first assault of 
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tbeu new abbot tbe kiss of peace, m token of jhaternsl oifeC' 
tion and spiiitnal homage Mass vras then hastily performed, 
but m such precipitation as if it had been huiiied over rather 
to satisfy the scruples of a few youths, who \ieie impatient to 
set out on a hunting party,* than as if it made the most solemn 
pait of a solemn o^mation. The ofSciatmg piiest faltered as 
he spoke the seivice, and often looked oiotmd, as if he expected 
to be mteirupted m the midst of hia ofBce , and the brelhien 
listened as to that which, short as it was, they wished yet more 
abiidged 

These symptoms of alarm mmeased as the ceremony pio- 
ceeded, and, as it seemed, wore not caused by mere app^en- 
sion alone , for, amid the pauses of the hymn, there were heaid 
without sounds of a very different sort, bemimmg faintly and 
at a distance, but at length approadiing dose to the extenor 
of the chnidi, and stunnmg with dissonant damom those 
engaged in the service The winding of horns, blown with 
no regard to harmony or concert, the jan^ng of bells, the 
thumping of drums, ^e squeakmg of bagpipes, and the dash 
of cymbals, the shouts of a multitude, now as m laughtei, 
now as in angci , the shnll tones of female voiceB, and of those 
of children, mmghng with the deeper clamours of men, foimed 
a Babd of sounds, which first drowned, and then awed into utter 
silence, the official hymns of the coment The cansc and result 
of this extraoidiiuuy mtemiption will be e\plained in the next 
chaptei 


* Sea HonUng Uut Wota 7 
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Sot die vnld billon, nben it breaks its bamei, 

17ot the mid tnud, escaping fiom its eavoin, 

Ifot tbs nild fiend, that mingles both togotlier. 

And ponrs tlieir upon the npening halves^ 

Can match the mid fieahs of tins nuituftil moehng— 

Comic, jot fearlbl , droll, and jet destruotiic 

2’As Coiupmu^ 

The monks ceased then song, sthidi, like that of the choristers 
m the l^end of the Witch of Berkley, died away in a quavei of 
consternation , and like a flock of chickens disturbed by the 
presence of the kite, they at flrst made a movement to diqiet^ 
and fly in different directions, and then, witli despair lathcr 
than hope, huddled themselves axound then new abbot, who, 
retommg the lofty and undismayed look which hod digmfied 
him through the whole ceremony, stood on tlio higher step of 
the altar, as if desnous to bo the most comqncnoiis mark on 
w'hidi danger might discharge itself, and to savo his com- 
panions by Ins self-devotion, since he could afford them no otiior 
protection 

Involuntarily, os it were, klagdolcn Grannc and the page 
stepped from the station nhich hitherto they had occupied un- 
noticed, and approached to t&e altar, ns dosuous of shaimg tlie 
fate which approached the monks, whatever that might he 
Both bowed leveiently low to the abbot, and while Magdalen 
seemed about to speak, the youth, looking towaids the mam 
entrance, at which the noise now roared most loudly, and which 
was at the same tmo assailed w ith much knocking, laid his hand 
upon his dagger 

The abbot motioned to both to fotbear 'Peace, my sislci,’ 
he said, in a low toni^ but which, being m a different key from 
the tumultuary sounds without oould be distmotly bcara even 
amidst tlie tumult — ‘ peace,’ bo said, 'my sistei, lot the new' 
superior of St Mary's himself receive and icply to the grateful 
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acdamations of the Tassels nho come to celebrate his 
tion And thou, my son, forbear, I cbaige thee, to touch toy 
earthly vreapon , if it is the pleasure of our p^otress that hw 
shnne be this day desecrated by deeds of violence, and poUu^ 
by blood-sheddingi let it not, I char^ thee, happen through the 
deed of a Catholic son of the church ’ 

The noiBo knocking at tho outer gate Dccame now every 
moment louder, and vmcea were heard impatiently demanding 
The ahbot, with dignity, and with a step which 
even the emorgenigr of danger rendered neither faltermg noi 
precipitate, moved towards the portal, and demanded to himu, 
m a tone of autoonty, who it was that disturbed them worship, 

and what they desiiM ’ , ^ , v . 

There was a moment's silence, and then a loud laugh from 
without At length a voice rophed,* We desire entrance into 
the church, and when the door is opened you will soon see 
who we are’ 

‘By whose anthoniy do you reqmie entrauoer said the 
father 

‘By authority of the nght reverend Lord Abbot of Un- 
reason,’* reph^ toe voice from without, and, from the lau^ 
which followed, it seemed as if there was somethmg highly 


ludiciouB couched under this reply 

‘ I know not, and seek not to know, yoor meaning,’ replied 
the ahbot, ‘ since it is probably a rude one. But begone, m the 
name of Qod, and leave His servants in peace I speak this as 
liavu^ lawM antoonty to command hcie ’ 

‘Open toe door,’ said another rude voice, ‘and we wiB try 
titles with }ou, sir monk, and show you a supenor we must all 
obey’ 

‘ Break open toe doors if he dalhes any longer,’ said a third 
'and down with the camon monks who would 1^ us of our 
imvilcge • ’ A general shout followed ‘ Ay, ay, our privilege ' 
— our privilege ' Down with the doors, and with toe luidwe 
monks if they make opposition I' 

The knoi^ug was now exchanged for blows with great 
hammers, to which the doors, strong as thej^wcre, must soon 
liavo given way Bat too abbot, who saw resistance would be 
vain, and who did not wish to incense the assailants by an 
attempt at offenng it, besought silence earnestly, and with 
difficulty obtained a heanng ‘My children,’ said he, ‘I will 
save you from conmuttmg a great sm The porter will pre- 


* See Kate 8 
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sciitly undo the gate — ^tio is gone to fetch tiio keys , meantime, 
I pray you to consider viilh youisches if you mo in a atato of 
mind to cross the Jioly tliKshold ' 

‘Tillysallcj for jour Papistry'’ uasansucred fiom \nth- 
ouL , ' u G mo 111 the mood of tho monks n hen they mo memest, 
and that is nlicn they sup Inxif-btcuis foi lentcn-kail So, if 
your porloi hath not the goiit> let him come speedily, or ue 
heue nuay leadily Siiid I udl, commdcsf ' 

‘Biarely biud/mid it slmll be ns bmvciy done,' said the 
multitude , and lind not the keys amred at that moment, and 
tho poibcr 111 hasty tciioi perfonned his offices thromng (men 
the gicat doot, the populace uonld hare sa^cd him tho trouble 
'rlio insUiil ho had done so, the aOnghted janitor Hcd, like one 
n ho has diau u tho bolts of a dood-gatc, and expects to be over- 
'ahehued by tho iiuihing inundation The monks, nith one 
consent, luid Mithdniim tlicnisihcs behind the abbots uho alone 
kept his station, about thicc yards from the entrance, shoaing 
no signs of fear oi pcrtuibation His bicthicn, p.utly encoui- 
agud by his devotion, piitly ashamed to desert him, and partly 
animated by' a sense of duty, lemauied huddled close together 
at tho back of their supciior Thcan was a loud laugh and 
hurra \i hen the doom ncro opened , but, contrary to a hat might 
have been cvpcctcd, no croud of enraged assailants rushed into 
the chtiich On tho contrary, thcie nos a cry of ‘A halt ' — a 
halt ' to ordei, uiy masters ' and let tlio t\io reyerend fathers 
gleet c.icli othci, as beseems them’ 

The oppearoiioo of tlie croud nho neie thus called to ordm* 
was grotesquo m the ovtiemc It nas composed of men, nomcn, 
and chddren, luchorously disguised m ^anous habit% and pre- 
sontiug gioups equally diTcrsified and grotesque Heie one 
fclbn nith a horse’s head painted before him, and a tail behmd, 
and tho nholo covered nith a long foot-cloth, irhich ■was sup- 
posed to ludo the body of tihe animal, ambled, camcoled, pranced, 
and plunged, ns ho performed the celebrated part of tho hobly- 
horso,* so often alluded to m oui ancient drama, and nrbieh 
still flourishes on dio stage in tbo battle that conifludes Bay 
tragedy To nvfll tho address and ngihty diqilayed by this 
chnmoter, another personage adranced, in the moie formidable 
oharaotoi of a huge dragon, mth gilded nings, open jnn^ imd^ 
a Ecoilct tongue, olovon at tho end, ■whioh made vanous eflorts 
to oveitako and dovoui a lad, dressed os the lovely &biea, 
danghtci of tho Kmg of B^rvp^ uho fled before him, while a 
• Bte Sole 9 
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nuninal St Gooigo, grotesquely armed mtli a goMetfoi a helmet 
and a spit for a lance, erei and anon mterfcied, and compelled 
the monster to idinquish his prey A heai, a nolf, and one or 
tno othei mid animals, played their parts mth the discretion 
of Snug the ]omer , for ^e decided pretence nhidi they gaic 
to the use of then hmd legs nas su&cient, nithont any formal 
annunciation, to assure the most timoious spectators that tilioy 
had to do mth habitual bipeds There n as a group of outlau s, 
mth Bobin Hood and Little John at their head * — the best ic- 


piesentation exhibited at the time, and no great ivoudcr, sinco 
most of the actors uere, by piofession, the banished men and 
thieves u horn they pi csent^ Other mosquomders there u ei c, 

of a less mai ked desenption Mon were disguised as u omen, and 
uomen as men, chil^en uoro the dress of aged people, and 
tottered mth crutch-sticks in their hands, fniied gowns on tlioir 
little backs, and caps on then round heads, while giandsircs 
assumed the infantine tone as well as the dress of childicn 
Besides these, many had their faces pamted, and wore their 
shirts ovoi the lest of their dicss, while colouicd pasteboard 
and ribbands furnished out decorations for others Those who 
flanted all tliese properties, blacked their faces, and turned their 
jackets inside out, and thus the transmutation of the whole 
assembly mto a set of mad giotesque mummers was at 
completed 

The pause which the masquoradeis made, waiting apparently 
lOT some person of the highest authoiity amongst them, gave 
those within the abbey ohuroh full Umo to observe all those 
abnudities They weio at no loss to compichond then piuposo 
ana meaning 

Few mdeis can he ignorant that, at an early penod, and 
dimng the plemtudo of her powei, the Church of Homo not 
only conniv^ at, but wen enoouiaged, such satumalian licenses 
as the inha^tante of Kennaquhair and the neighbourhood had 
in hand, rad that the vidgai, on such occMions, woie not 
^ but encouraged, by anumbm of gambols, some- 
tames puerile rad ludimous, sometunes immoral and profane, 
to indemnify the^elves for the pnvationB*and pcnancos im- 
posed on thm at other seasons. But, of all othei tonics foi 

ceremonial of t^ohnich 
itoelf weie most frequently lesorted to, and, strange to si? 
approbation of the cleigy themself ^ 

mile the hieiMchy aoiuished mfull glory, they do not 

' buliotslO 
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appear to have dreaded the consequences of suffering the people 
to become so inevciontlj familiar vith tfamgs sai^ they 
then imagined the laity to be much m the oonditioa of a 
labourer’s horse, uhich does not submit to the bndle and the 
vhip irith greatei reluctance because, at rare intervals, ho is 
alloued to froho at laige m Ins pastuie, and &ng out his beds 
in clumsy gambols at the mastoi uho usually dnves him But, 
uhen times changed — ^ivhou doubt of the Boman Cathohc doc- 
time^ and hatred of their pnesthood, had possessed the Befotmed 
party — ^thc cleigy discoreied, too late, that no small inconveni- 
ence arose from tlie established practice of gomes and meny- 
makings, in which they themselves, and all they held most 
sacred, were made the subject of ndiculo It then became 
obvious to dulloi politicians than the Bomish ohmehmen, tliat 
the same actions have a veiy different tendency uhen done in 
the spirit of saicostie insolence and hatred than -when acted 
merely m exuberance of rude and uncontrollable spirits Tliey, 
therefore, though of the latest, endeavoured, u heie they had auy 
lemaiumg influence, to discourage the renewal of t^sc inde- 
corous fcstintiGS In this partieular, the Cathohc deigy nerc 
joined by most of the Boformed preachers, who ueie moib 
shocked at the prafamty and immorality of many of these 
exhibitions than disposed to piofit by the ridiculous hght in 
uhich they placed the Cburoh of Borne and her observances 
But it sas long ere these scandalous and immoral sports could 
lie abrogated the rude multitude contmued attached to theu 
faiounte pastimes, and, both m En^ond and Scotland, the 
imtie of the Catholic, the lochet of the Reformed, bishop and 
die cloak and band of the Calvmistio divme, were^ m turn, 
compelled to giio place to those jocular personage^ the Pope 
of Pools, the Boy Bishop, and the Abbot of Umeason * 

It was the lattei personage uho now, m full costume made 
his appioaoh to the great dooi of the diurch of St Mary’s, 
acconfaed m such a wiiuin oi as to form a cancatuie, or practical 
poiody, on the costume and attendants of the anpettca, 
uhom he came to beard on the veiy day of bis installation, in 
tho piesencc of hv clergy, and in the chancel of his (diucch 
The mock digmtary was a stout-made, undersized fellow, vhose 
thick squab form had been rendered grotesque by a supple- 
mental paunoh, veil stuffed He wore a mitre of leather, uith 
tho front like a grenadier’s cap, adorned with mock embroidery 

* From tlis IntnratiDS lund entiUca AnailaHue, it leenm fbv mne rnduquo c«n- 
monlM wmo pnetiisd In fin GmX Chnxcb 
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and tnnkets of trn This surmounted a Tisage the nose of 
\rhKh iras the most piomment feature, bemg of unusual size, 
and at least as nidily gemmed os his head-gear His lohe 'vras 
of hudiiam, and his cope of canvass, cunoi^j painted, and eat 
into open woik On one shoulder nas fixed the painted fignie 
of an owl , and he bore in the nght hand his pastoral stafi^ and 
m Ihe left a small minor havmg a handle to it, thus resemblmg 
a celebrated jester, uhose adventures, translated mto English, 
sere whilom extremely popular, and which may still he pro- 
omed m black letter for about one sterlmg pound per leaf 
The attendants of this mock dignitary had then proper 
dresses and equipage, beanng the same burlesque resemblance 
to the officers of the convent whioh tlieir leader did to the 
supenor They followed their loader m regular procession, and 
the motley ohatactors, which had waited his arrival, now 
crowded into the ehurch m his train, shoutmg as they came — 
‘A hall — a haU < for the venerable Fatirer Howleglas, the learned 
Monk of Misrule and the Right Reverend Abbot of Unreason * ’ 
The discordant minstrel^ of every kind renewed its dm 
the IxTO shrieked and howled, and the men laughed and 
h&IIooed, and the 'nomen giggled and screamed, and the beasts 
roared, and the dragon walloped and hissed, and the hobby- 
lioise neighed, pranced, and capered, and the rest frisked and 
fiohcked, clashing their hobnailed shoes agamst the pavement, 
till it sparkled ■nith the marks of their energetic capnoles 
It was, m fine, a scene of ndrculons confusion, that 


smy mdineient spectator, the monk% whom personal appie- 
hensum and a consciousnoss that much of the popular enjoy- 
ment arose from the ndicnle being directed against them, were 
moreovei, httie comforted by the reflection that, bold nr then 
dis^ise, the mummers who whooped and capered around tliBw i 
mighty on sbght provocation, tom then jest mto earnest, or at 
least proceed to those practical pleasantries which at all times 
arise so natnmlly out of the frolicsome and mischievous disposi- 
They looked to their abbot amid^e 
t^mt, with 8U(* lOTks as landsmen cast upon the pQot when 
highest— looks which wquess that they are 
evoid of ^ hope ansing from them owm exertions, and not 
P^nu™ ™ success hkdy to attend those of their 

abbot hui^f seemed at a stand, he felt no fear, but 
e was senile of the danger of expressing his nmng indigna- 
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the holy eistet^s advice never throve convent Viithout vroman’s 
ootmfiel’ 

‘Peaces vain man!’ said the abbots 'and you, my 
brethren ’ 

‘Nay, nay)’ said the Abbot of Unieason, 'no spealnng to 
the lay people until you have confened nith your biothei of 
the coul I bwear by bell, book, and candle &at not one of 
my congregataon shall listen to one word you have to say, so 
you hod as veil address yourself to me vho uill ’ 

To escape a conferenoe so ludicrous, the abbot again 
attempted an appeal to vhat lespectful feehngs might yet 
romam amongst the inhabitants of the halidome^ once so 
devoted to then spiritual supenors Alas' the Abbot of 
Unreason had only to fiounsh hia mock crosier, and tho vhoop- 
ing, the hallooing, and the dancing ueie renewed with a 
vehemence which would have defied the lungs of Stentoi 
‘And now, my mates,’ said the Abbot of Unreason, ‘once 
agom dight yoni gabs and be hushed , let us see if the cock of 
Acnnaquhau will fight or flee the pit ’ 

'Hieie was agam a dead silenoe of expectation, of tihich 
lather Ambrose availed himself to address his antagonist 
seeing plo^y that ho could gam an audience on no othei 
toniw ‘Wiotohed man 1 ’ said he, ‘hast thon no better employ- 
ment for % carnal wit than to employ it in leadmg 

creatines into the pit of uttei darkness!' 
j Howleglas, ‘I can see httle 

difference betwixt your employment and mme, save that yon 
moke a sermon of a jest and I make a jest of a sermon.’ 

ject of plrasantry than that which should make thee tremble 

^ sms, and no bettm^S 

toi^ughtor than those who can absolve thee from the gndt of 

Vonly, my rereiend brother,' said the mock abbot ‘wiiot 
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tnumphant as St Anthony, in Colloids Temptations, but 
Howleglas tronld not so resign his purpose 

' A^ hoyr now, my masteia ■ ’ said ho , ‘ is this fair play or 
no? Have yon not chosen me Abbot of Unreason, and is it 
lawful for any of you to listen to common sense to^ay^ Was 
I not formally elected by you m solemn chapter, held m Luckie 
Martin’s change-house, and will you now desert me, and give 
up your old pastime and privileged Play ont tlie play, and 
he that spea^ the next word of sense oi reason, or bids us 
tiunk or consider, or the hke of thal^ which befits not the day, 
I will have him solemnly ducked lu the nuU-dam ' ’ 

The rabble, mutable as usual, huzzaed, the pipe and tabor 
struck up, the hobby-horse pranced, the beasts roared, and 
even the repentant dragon began ogam to cod up his spires 
and piepare himself for fresh gambols But the abbot might 
have Btdl overcome, by his eloquence and his entreaties, the 
mahcions designs of Ihe reveller^ had not Dome Magdalen 
Giieme given loose to the indignation which she had long 
suppiessM. 

‘ Scoffers,’ she said, ‘ and men of Belial — ^blasphemous heretics 
%nd truculent tyrants ’ 

‘Your patience, my sister, I entreat and I command you!' 
said the abbot, ‘let me do my duty disturb me not m mme 
office’ 

But Dame Magdalen continued to thunder forth her threats 
in the name of popes and councils, and m the name of every 
samt from St Michael downward 

‘My comrades I’ said the Abbot of Unreason, ‘this good 
dame hath not spoke a smgle word of reason, and thercm may 
esteem hersdf free from the law But what she spoke was 
meant for reason, and, therefore, unless she confesses and 
avouches all which she has said to be nonsense it uTiall pass 
foi such, so far as to meur the penally of our statutes TSTiere- 
fore^ holy dame, pilgnm, or abbess, or whatever thou ar^ be 
mute with thy mummery or beware the mill-dam. We will 
have neither spmtual nor temporal scolds in our diocese of 
Unreason <’ 

As he spoke thus, he extended his hand towards the old 
woman, while his followers shouted, ‘A doom — a doom ' ’ and 
prepared to second his purpose, when lo' it 
filtrated Boland Gneme had witnessed wH 
the insults ofiered to his old spintual preceptoi 
■wit enough to reflect he could render him no 


was suddenly 
bh mdignation 
r, but yet had 
assistance, but 
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As Tcfaen in tmunlts nsc the ignoble croTrd> 

Mod Aie their motions, end their tongues ere lond, 

And stones and brands in laitling ibncs fly. 

And all the matte arms -nbtcli fury can supply — 
rnien if some grave and pious man appear, 

They hush their noise, and lend a listening oar 

DPVHEs’a P'lrgil 

A DRCAsniii shout of vengeimcc uos niscd bj the lofellers, 
vvhose sport urns thus so fearfully mtenupted, but, for an 
mstont^ the ^ant of -weapons amougst the multitude, as well 
aa’tho inflamed featmes and brandished poninid of Roland 
Qiiome, kept them at bay, while the abbot, honoi -struck at 
the violence, imploied, with uplifted hands, pardon for blood- 
shed committed within the sauctuaiy Magdalen Grtemo alone 
evpi eased tnumph in the blow her descendant had dealt to the 
scofiei, mi\ed, howevei', with a wild and anxious oxpres&iob of 
torroi for her giandson’s safety 'Let him ponsh,''8he said, 

' m hiB blasphemy — lot him die on the holy pavement which ho 
hits insulted >’ 

But the rage of the multitude, the gnof of the abbot, the 
exultation of the enthusiastic Ma^alen, were all mistimed and 
unnecessaiy Howleglas, mortally wounded ashc was supposed 
to be, sprung aleitly up from tlie floor, callmg aloud, ' A miracle 
— a miracle, my masters' asbiaveamiracleasevei was wrought 
m the kirk of Eennaquhair And I charge you, my masters, 
as your lawfully dioscn abbot, that you touch no one without 
my command You, wolf and beai, will guaifl this piagmatic 
youth, but without hurting him And you, reverend brother, 
will, with youl comiades, withdraw to }oui cells, foi oui 
conference has ended like all confoiences, leaving each of Ins 
own mind, as befoie, and if we fight, botli you, and your 
hrethreu, and the kirk, will have the worst on’t ’Wherefore, 
pack up your pipes and begone ’ 
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to them both — they kept out that madcap’s dagger as u ell as 
a Milan coiblet coidd have done ’ 

In fact, the home-dnren poninid of Boland Grrcmc had 
lighted upon the stuffing of the fictitious pauncli, nrhicli the 
Abbot of Unreason u ore as a part of his characteristic dress, 
and it uas only the force of the blow uhich had prostrated that 
lerciend person on the ground foi a moment 

Satisfied in some degree by this man’s assurances, and com- 
pelled to give nay to supenor force, the Abbot Ambrosms 
letired from the church at the head of the monks, and left the 
court flee for the rereilcts to woik their mil But mid and 
wilful as these notcis were, they accompanied the retreat of 
the tebgiouists mth none of those shouts of contempt and 
dension mth which they liad at first bailed them The abboifs 
discourse had affected some of them with remorse, others with 
shame, and all with a tiansient degree of respect They 
remamed silent until the last monk had disappeared through 
the side-dooi which communicated with their dwellmg-placc, 
and even then it coat some exhortations on the part of Howleglas, 
some capiolcs of the hobby-horse, and some wallops of tlie 
dngon, to rouse once moie we rebuked spirit of revdry 

'And how now, my masters?’ laid the Abbot of Unreason, 
* and w hereforc look on me w ith such blank J.ick-a-Lent visages 1 
Will you lose your old pastime for an old wife’s tale of saints 
and purgatoiy? Why, I thought you would have made all 
split long since Come, strike up, tabor and harp — strike up, 
fiddle and rebeck, dance and be meny today, and let care 
come to-monow • Beai and wolf, look to your prisoner, 
prance, hobby , hiss, dragon, and halloo, hoys * w e grow elder 
every moment we stand idle, and hfe is too short to he spent 
in playing mumchance.’ 

This pithy exhortation was attended with the effect desued 
ThCT fumigated the church with bumtwool and feathers m- 
fctead of incense, put foul water mto the holy-water basins, and 
ortehmted a parody on the church service, the mock abbot 
otucuting at the altar, th^ sung ludicrous and mdecent 
parodies to the tunes of church hj-mns, thipr nolated what- 
ever vestments or vessels belonging to the abbrnr they could 
lay then hands upon, and, playing every freak which the 

1 capncc. at 

length they fell to more lasting deeds of demolition, pulled 
aown am dratroyed some carved wood-woik, dashed out the 
painted windows which had escaped former violence, and, m 
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till'll ngoioiiRbuJiicIi .ir(<>rM‘tt!pture dedicated toidolnti^, begau 
to dcstio^i Mli.it otiuitnuifH 301 rciiMincd entire nixMi the tombs 
mid .irotind tbi* couiicoi of the ]ulliirs 

The s|iiiit of di'iiiohltoii, like other tastes, incicasos b) in* 
dwlpeiice fiom these li);litcr nttciniifs .it miiihicf, the inoro 
ItiiniiUnuiis ]mit of the meeting liegan to nicdiUitc dcstiuction 
on a inoii'i‘\(eiiderl Jiwde ‘Lot iis hciiicitdouii.iltogcthcr, the 
old eioMs’ ni'st,’ Ijoc.iiiie a gencinl 013 luiioiig them, *it hitb 
poiieil fill* J'ojiu mid Ins rooks tw long’', nml uji tlici struck a 
h'lllsd Mini'll Mil's then jioptilnr among tlic loMcr classes 

‘Tlio I’aiii, that lagsn full of pnilc, 

IlAthhliiHlcif IM oMi'r Img, 
her nhrio the Iiluiil thi hliad doth Iciil, 

Vo man el huth (ptn umiig 
Like pnnci anil king, 
llo lei! the nag 
Of all iuu|uit} 

Sing haj tnx, tnm go tm, 
liiirfi'r the gntnaocK! tm> 

The hishop nth, he could not pivvh 
Kor '•jiortiiig Mith the las'# a , 

Till' iiill3 fnar biboiKl to Iteceh 
1 nr iiMnioiis as he plS'rf'S , 

Till curate hts en’m 
lie lonli! not nud,— 

Shmie fn' the coiiipanj ' 

,SinK hi) tn\, tnm go m\, 

Uuilrr the grcciiMood tice ' * 

TJiuiidcniig out this chonis of n notable hunting-song, Mhich 
bail been ptessed into the scnicc of some polemical poet, the 
folloMoni of the Abbot of Uniciison Mere turning cici.v moment 
more tuniultiious, and getting licioiid the management eien of 
tlmt reicrcnd pi elate himself, mIicii a knight mfiill amour, 
fuIloMcd by tMO or tlirco mcn-nt-arms, entrned the chiuch, 
nud in a stem loicc commiuidcd them to forhcai then iiotous 
mnminciy 

HiSMSOTM.is up, but, if It had been loweicd, the cogmoinco 
of tho holli-bmKsli suiilciaitl.r distinguished Su* Halbeit Glen- 
diimiiig, mIio, on Ins homoMaid load, Mas passing through the 
ullage of Keniiaqiiluiu , and, moicd peihaps by ainaot3'for his 
brothel’s safety, had come direct to the cimrch on hcanng of 
the uprOBi 

• What IS tho meaning of tins,’ he said, ‘inr masters? A« 

* See "Tbe Falp, tSat Fagaii’ Koto 11 
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ye Cihnstaaa men, and the king’s subjects, and yet waste and 
destroy chuioh and chancel like so many heathens 1 

All stood silent, though doubtless there were sei'^ dis- 
appomted and surprised at receiving chiding instead ol thanks 
from BO zealous a Protestant , ^ v 

The dragon, indeed, did at length take upon him to be 
spokesman, and growl^ from the depth of his painted 
that they did but sweep Popery out of the chnrch with the 
besom of destniotion 

‘"What' my friends,’ replied Sii Halbert Glendinnm^ think 
you this mnnutning and masquing has not more of Popeiy m it 
than have these stone walls! Take the lepioiy out of your 
flesh befoie you speak of puiifymg stone walls abate ymir 
insolent license, which leads but to idle vanity and sinful 
excess , and know, that what you now practise is one of the 
profane and unseemly sports mtaoduced by the pnests of Borne 
themsolvos, to mislead and to brulafy the souls which fell into 
their not ’ 

* Mffiry coxDO Up — luo jou thcdo "witli jotti boftTS V ttfuttercd 
the dragon, with a draconic sullcnness which was in good keep- 
ing with his character , ‘ wo had as good have been Bomans still, 
if we aiB to have no freedom in our pastimes ' ’ 

* Dost thou leply to me so 1 ’ said Sm Halbert Glcndmnmg , 

* 01 18 there any pastime in grovollmg on the ground there like 
n gigantic kail-worm! Get out of thy paiiit^ case, or, by my 
knighthood, I will tieat you like the beast and leptile you hove 
made yonrself ' 

'Beast and reptile’’ retorted the offended dragon, 'setting 
aside your knighthood, I hold mysrif as well a bom man as 
thyself ’ 

The knight made no onswer m words, but bestowed two 
such Mows with the butt of his lance on the petulant dragon, 
that, had not the hoops which constituted the nbs of the 
machme been pretly strong, they would haidly have saved 
those of the actor fiom being broken In all haste the masquer 
crept out of liis disguise, nnwifling to abide a third hnfTet fiom 
tho lance of tho enraged knight And whdii the ox-dir^on 
stood on the floor of the ohiiich, bo picscuted to Halbmt 
Glendmmng tho well-known countenance of Dan of the How let- 
hirst, on ancient comrade of his own, me fate had raised him 
so high above the rank to which he was boin The down 
looked sulkily upon the knight, as if to upbraid him for his 
vidonco towards an old acqnamtanoo, and Glendmmug’s own 
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grxid- nature icpimchcd Iiiui foi the nolcnco ho liod acted 
upon him 

‘I did \(iong to btiiko thee, Dan,’ ho said, ‘but in tiiith I 
Liicu thee not thou uert eici a mad fellow Come to Arcuel 
Ciiatlc, <uid uo shall see hoii my hawks fly’ 

‘And if we show him not falcons that will mount as 
montlj ns loekots,’ Mid the Abbot of IJiiicason, ‘I would 
youi hononi laid ns h.iid on my bones ns you did on liis even 
now ’ 

‘How now, sii knasc,’ said tlio knight, 'and wliat li.Ui 
bi ought you hithci V 

The abbot, hastily nddmg himself of the false nose which 
m3 stifled his ph}siognom3’, aud the supplementaiy belly which 
made up his disguise, stoM befoie his mostei in his leol char- 
acter of Adam Woodcock, the falconer of Avencl 

'How, vnrlcf’ said the knight, ‘host thou dated to come 
here, aud distmb the sci3 house my biother was dwelling ml’ 
‘And it was owen for tLit icason, cniriug 3 our honour’s 
p<irdoa, that I came liitlici , foi I iicnid the ootmtiy was to be 
up to choose an Ahbotof Unieasou, and “Sme,” thought I, ^‘1 
that can sing, dance, leap Imeknards ovci a broadswoid, and 
am os good a fool as evei sought piomotion, liare all chance of 
a.i.rryiiig the office , and if I gam my election, 1 may stand his 
honour’s biother m some 8tc.id, supposing thmgs fall roughly 
out at the kuk of St ]llai3’’6 ”’ 

'Thou art but a cogging kiiasi^’ said Sii Halbert, ‘and w'cll 
I wot that love of ale and hiaudy, besides the humoui of not 
and fiolio, would diaw' tlieo a mile, when love of my house 
would not bnug thee a 3aid But^ go to — cony thy loibtereis 
olsewhoro — to the alehouse if tbe3'^ list, and theie oio crowns 
to pay yoiu chaigcs, make out the day's madness without 
doing more mischief, and he wise men to-monow , and heie- 
aftei learn to sene a good cause better than by acting like 
bnflbous or iiiffions ’ 

Obedient to his master’s mandate^ the falconei was collect- 
ing hiB difacouiagcd follower^ and wluspenng into then eaib — 

‘ Away, away — race is Latin An: a caudle Nci er mmd the good 
knight’s Pnntanism — ^wo will play tlic frolic out otci a stand 
of double ale in Dome jUiutin t)ie hiewster’s ham-yard Draw 
off, liaip and tabor, bagpipe and drum, mum till you are out 
of the churdiyoid, then let the welkin nng again, more on, 
wolf and bcai — ^kcep the hind legs till yoa cross the knk-stile, 
and then show 3om8elves beasts of mettle, what dcMl sent 
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him here to qioil oui holiday < But angei him not, my hearts , 
his lance is no goose-feather, as Dan’s iibs can tell ’ 

‘^y my sod,’ said Dan, 'had it been anothei than my 
ancient comiade, 1 Mould have made my father’s old fox fly 
about his ears > ’ 

'Hush ' — ^hush I man,' replied Adam Woodcock, 'not a void 
that nay, as you value the safely of your bones, vliat, mau < 
ue must take n clink as it passes, so it is not hestoved in 
dovnnght ill-vill ’ 

‘But I Mill take no such thing’ said Dan of the Houlet- 
bust, sullenly resistmg the efibrts of Woodcock, who uas drag- 
ging him out of the church , vhen, the qmck military eye of 
Sii Halbert Oleudinmng detecting ^land Gneme betuixt his 
tuo guards, the knight exclaimed, ‘So ho' falconer — ^Wood- 
cock — knave, hast thou brought my lady’s page in nune ouu 
livery to assist at this hopeful level of tbune, vuth your uolvcs 
and bears! Smee you vrere at such mummings, you might, if 
you vould, have at least saved the credit of my household by 
diessiug him up as a jackanapes Bring him hithei, fellou s ' ’ 
Adam Woodcock vas too honest and downright to permit 
[flame to light upon the youth when it was undeserved ‘I 

sivear,’ he said, ‘by St Martm of Bullions ’ 

‘And vhat hast thou to do with St Martin ! ’ 

‘Hay, little enough, sir, unless vhen he sends such rainy 
days that ve cannot fly a hawk , but I bw to youi vorshipful 

knighthood thah ^ 'un a true man ’ 

‘As you are a false vailet, had been the better obtestation ' 
‘Nay, if your knightho^ allows me not to speak,’ said 
Adam, ‘I can hold my tongue, but the boy came not hither 
by my bidding, for all that ’ 

‘mit to gratify hia own malapert pleasure, I wanant me,’ 
saw Sir Halbert Glendinniug ‘Come either, young ipnngald, 
and tell me whether you have yom mistress’s hcense to he 
so far absent from the castle, or to dishonour my hverv hv 
mingling in Biioh a May-game!’ 

‘Sir Halbert Gleniumug’ answered Boland Gweme, with 
steadiness, I have obtained the permission, «r rather the com- 
mands, of your lady to dispose of my time hereaftei according 
to my OTO pleasure I have been a most unwilling spectator 
ot this May-ganm, smee it is yom pleasure so to call it, and I 
only wear jour Ii\cry until I can obtam clothes which bear no 
such badge of servitude ’ 

'How am I to understand this, young man!’ said Sir 
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Huibcifc Gldndinning, ‘opoak plainly, foi I am no readci of 
nddlea That my lady f.nonicd tlioe, I knoir Wliat hast 
thou done to disobligo hoi, and occasion thy dismissal?’ 

‘Nothing to speak of,’ said Adam Woodcock, ansnciing for 
the boy , ‘n foolish quanol mtii mo, nliich nas moio foolishly 
told os or again to my honoiucd lady, cost the pooi boy his 
place Foi my pnil, 1 mil say freely that I uas mong from 
ncginning to end, cveept about the noshing of the eyas’s meat 
There I stand to it that T nas light ’ 

With that, the good-natuicd Mconer lepeated to his master 
the nholo histoiy of the squabble which had bi ought Boland 
Gioeme into disgrace nith his mistress but in a manner so 
fasouiable for the page that Sir Halbert conld not but suspect 
hiB gcncioiis inotiTo 

'Thou art a good*uatuicd fellow,’ ho said, 'Adam Wood- 
cock ’ 

‘As 01 ei hod falcon upon fist,’ said Adam, ‘and, for that 
mattoi, so IS Mastoi Boland , bu(^ being half a gentieman by 
his office^ Ins blood is soon up, and so is mine ’ 

‘Well,’ said Sir Halbert, ‘be it as it mil, my lady has acted 
hastily, foi this was no gicat matter of offence to discaid the 
lad nliom she had tiaiuod up foi years, but he, I doubt not, 
mode it worse by his prating, it jumps well mth a puipose, 
howcvoi, which 1 had in my mind Draw off these people. 
Woodcock, ond you, Boland Giieme, attend me’ 

The page follow^ him in silence into tlio abbot’s house, 
wheie, stepping mto the first apartment which he found open, 
ho commanded one of his attenwnts to let his biother, hlastci 
Edward Glondinuing, know that he desired to speak with him 
The men-at-dims went gladly off to jom then comrade, Adam 
Woodcock, and the jolly cicw whom he hod assembled at Dame 
Martin’s, the hostloi’s wife, and the page .and kmght weie left 
alone in the apaitmcnt Sii Halbeit Glendmnmg paced the 
floor foi a moment in silenoe, and then thus addressed his 
attendant 

‘Thou mayest have lemaiked, stripling, that I have but 
seldom distinguished thee by much notice — I see tliy colour 
nsos^ but do not speak till thou heoiest me out I say, I have 
nevei much distinguished thee, not because I did not see that 
in thee which I might well hare piaised, but because I saw 
somel^ug blameable, which such piaises might have made 
worse Thy mistress, dcalmg accoidmg to her pleasure m her 
own household, as no one ha^ bottei reason oi titles had picked 
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thee fiom the lost, and treated tlioc mote like a relation tlwii 
a domestio, and if thou didst idion some vanity and petulance 
under snoh distinction, it weio injustice not to say that thou 
hast profited hoth in thy exorcises and in thy breeding, and 
hast sho\m many spaikles of a gentle and manly spirit More- 
over, it neie ungenerous, having bred thee up ficakifali and 
fiery, to dismiss tbee to vrant or nandciing for sliomng that 
veiy peevishness and impatience of discipline 11111011 arose fiom 
thy too delicate nurture Therefoic, and for the credit of my 
mn household, I am determined to letain thee in my tram, 
until I can honoiuably dispose of thee clscnheie, \iith a fan 
piospect of thy going through the norld nitb credit to the 
house that brought thee up ’ 

li there nos something in Su Halbert Glendinnmg’s speech 
vhicb fiatteied Boland’s pnde, thoie \ms also much that, ac- 
coiding to his mode of timikiug, nas an alloy to the compli- 
ment And yet his conscienco instantly told him that he 
' ought to accept, mth grateful defeicuce, the ofiei iihicli nas 
made him by the husband of his kind protectress, and his 
prudence, houever slendei, could not but admit he should enter 
tUb Morld nndci very different auspices as a letamci of Sir 
Halbert Glendmuing, so famed foi ivisdom, conrage, and influ- 
euco, fiom those under which he might partake the waudoringb, 
and become an agent m the vmonaiy schemes — ^for such they 
appeared to him — of Magdalen, his relative Still, a strong 
reluotance to re-entei a scrvico from which he had been 
dismissed with contempt almost counteibalanccd these con- 
sideiutionB 

Sn Halbcit looked on the youth with BUTpi-iso, and icsumcd 
‘You seem to hesitate, young man Areyoui ownpiospccts 
so inviting that yon should pause cie you accept those which 
I offer to you f 01 must I remind you that, although you havo 
offended your benefactress, even to the point of her dismissing 
you, yet I am convinced, the knowledge that you have gone 
unguided on youi own wild way, into a woild so distnihed as 
ouiB of Scotland, cannot^ in the upsliot, hut give hm sorrow 
and pam, fiom which it is, in gratitude, youiednty to piescrve 
her, no less than it w m common wisdom yoni duty to accept 
my offered protection, for your own sake, where body and soul 
are alike endangered should yon lefuse it ’ 

Boland Gimme replied m a respectful tone, hut at the same 
time with some spirit, ‘1 am not ungrateful for such coun- 
tenonce as has been afforded me by the Lord of Aveuel, and 
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I am glad to loom, foi the firbt time, that I have not had the 
misfoiliino to lie uttoily bcnc.ith hsb obaci\atiou, as 1 had 
thought jbid It 18 only needful to sliou me hou I can testify 
my duty and my gratitude tounrdb my caily and coubtant 
l)cucr.ioticbS with my life’s h.izoid, aud I will gladly pciil it’ 
lie stopped 

’These aic Init word^ }Oung man,’ ansucicd Glcndmumg, 
'latgo protestations are often used to supply tlic place of 
uircctuiil bcn’icc I knou nothing in which the pcnl of joiir 
life C.U1 SCI VC the Lad}* of Aicncl, I can only say, she \iiU ho 
plcobcd to learn }au lure adop^ some course which may 
cubiirc the safety of youi jicibon and the weal of }our soul 
IVlint ails you, that } ou accept not tliat safety w hen it is ofleicd 
youl’ 

'kfy only iclativc who is alni^’ aubwered Boland — ‘at least 
the only Fclntl^e whom I have ever seen, has rejoined me smcc 
I was dibmisscd ftom the Castle of A\cncl, and I must consult , 
with her whethci I c.ui adopt the line to which you now c.ill 
me, 01 wrhether hci iiici casing mfiimitics, or the authonty 
whicli bho IS entitled to everoibc o\cr me, may not requno me 
to abide with hci ’ ‘ 

'^VllClo IS thib relation?’ said Sii Halbert Glendmnmg 
*ln this house,’ answered the page 

‘ Go, then, and seek her out,’ said tlie Knight of Avcncl , 
‘moio than meet it is tliat tiiou bhouldbt haie berappiohatioii, 
yet worse tiun foolish would she show herself in denying it ' 
Boland left the apaitment to seek for Ins grandmotbci, and 
as he rotieatcd the abbot eiiteicd 

The tw o brothers met ns biothem w ho love each other fondly, 
yet meet inicly togethei SuUi indeed was the case Their 
mutiul aReotion attached them to each other, but m cieiy 
pin suit, liabit, oi sentiment councoted with the discords of tlie 
times the fnond and conusclloi of Mraray stood opposed to 
the Bomau Catholic pnest, noi, indeed, could they hare held 
very much society togethei without giving cause of ollencc and 
biispioion to then confedomtes on each side After a close 
embrace on the ^rt of both, and a widcomo on that of the 
abbot, Sii Halboit Glendmmng expressed his satisfaction that 
he had come in time to appease the not raised by Howlcglas 
and his tiimultnouB followers 

■And yet«’ he said, ’when I look on yom gonnents, brother 
lildward, 1 cannot help thinking there still icinaiiis an Abbot of 
Unicoboii within the bounds of the mouastciy ’ 
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‘And Avhcieforc carp at my gaiments, brother Mboitl 
said the abbot, ‘it is the epintiid armour of my (»lung, and, 
as such, besoeina mo as -well as breastplate and baldnc bocomo 
youi own bosom’ 

*Ay, but there weie small mBdom, mothmlta, m puttmg on 
armour where we have no power to fight it is Imt a dougeious 
tomcnty to defy the foe whom we cannot resist ’ 

‘Foi that, my brothei, no one can answer,’ said the abbot, 
‘until the battle be fought, and, weie it even as you saj, me- 
tViinlfs a bmvo man, though desperate of victory, would lathcr 
floi.il A to fight and fall than to resign sword and shield on some 
mean and dishonourable composition with his insulting antago- 
nist But lot us not, dear Halbert, make discord of a theme 
on which we cannot agree, but rather stay and partake, though 
a heiotic, of my admission feast You need not fear, my brothei, 
tliat youi seal f oi restonng the pnmitive disciplmo of the church 
wiU, on this occasion, lie offended with the iich profusion of a 
conventual banquet Tlie days of om old fnend Abbot Boni- 
face are over , and the supeiior of St Mary’s has neither foiests 
^or fishings^ woods nor pastures, nor cornfields , neither flocks 
nor heids, bucks nor wild-fowl, granaiies of wheat nor store- 
houses of oil and wm^ of ale and of mead The refectionei^b 
office is ended , and such a meal as a hermit in romance can 
offm to a ivandenng knight is aQ we have to set before you 
But, if you will share itwith us, we shall eat it with a cheerful 
heart, and thank you, my brother, foi yoiir timely protection 
agamst these rude seeders ’ 

‘My dearest Edward,’ said the knight, 'it gneves me deeply 
I cannot abide with j-ou, hut rt would sound ill for ns both 
weie one of the Reformed congregation to sit down at your 
admission feast, and, if I can ever have the satisfaction of 
affording you effectual protection, it will he much owing to my 
lomaimng unsuspected of countenancmg or approving join 
icligions ntes and coremomes It will demand whatever con- 
sideration I can acquire among my own fnends to shelter the 
bold man who, contrary to low and the edicts of parliament, 
lias dared to take up the office of abbot of St Mary’s ’ 

'Trouble not yourself with the task, my brother,’ replied 
Fathoi Ambtosius ‘I would lay down my dearest blood to 
know that you defended the churoh for the church’s sake , hut^ 
Aihile you remain unhappily liei enemy, I would not that you 
cudangcicd your own safety, oi diminished your own comforts, 
for the sake of my individual piotcctiou But who comes 
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hither to disturb the few imnutes of fiatcnial commumcatioa 
uhich om evil fate allous usf ’ 


The dooi of tiie apaitroeut opened os the abbot spoke, and 
Dame Magdalen entered 

'ATlio 18 this uomauf ’ said Su Holbcit Glendinning^ somc- 
\rhat stemlj, 'and uhat does she trantf ’ 

‘ That yon know me notj’ said the matron, ‘ signifies little , I 
come by your onn ordei, to give my free consent that the stnp- 
hng, Boland Giseme, return to yom service , mid, having said si^ 
1 oumbei you no longer with my piesence Peace be with 3 on ' ’ 
She turned to go away, but was stopped by the inquines of 
Su Halboit Gleudinmng 

' Who aie you f — ^wbat aie you % — and why do you not await 
to make mo answei ! ’ 

‘I was,’ slio lephed, 'while 3et I belonged to the wmld, a 
matiou of no vulgai name , now I am Magdalen, a poor pil- 
gnmei, for the sake of H0I3’ Kuk ’ 

'Yea,' smd Su Halbeit, 'ait thou a Cathohof I thought 
my dame said that Roland Giieme came of Befoimod km ‘ 

‘His father,’ said the nmtion, 'was a heietio, or lathei one 
who legaided neithei orthodoxy nor heiesy— neithei tlio temple 
of the ohuioh oi of antiohrist I, too — for tho sms of the times 
make smneis — ^have seemed to oonfoim to y'our unhallowed 
ntes , but I had my dispensation and my absolution ’ 

‘You see, biotliei,’ said Su Halbeit, with a smile of meaning 
towards tho abbot, 'that we accuse you not altogetliei without 


giounds of mcntM equivocation ’ 

‘My brothei, you do us mjustioe,’ lophed the abbot, ‘this 
woman, os her bearing may of itself waimnt 3’®'*i ®®t in hei 

perfect niind Tlionks^ I must needs say, to the porbeoutioii of 
your maiauding baions and of your latitudmanan cloig}'' 

‘ I w ill not dispute tho point,’ said Su Halbert, ‘the mils 
of the time aio unhappily so numerous that both chraohos may 
dnide them and have enow to spaie’ So saym^ ho leaned 
fiom the window of the apartmeut and winded his bugle 
‘ Wiy do you sound yoin horn, my biotlioi 1 ’ said the abbot , 
'we liave spent but few' minutes together ’ 

‘Alas’’ said tlie eldei brother, ‘and even those few have 
been sullied by disagreement I sound tohois^ n^biotlici, 
the lathoi that, to aveit tho consequences of this day s rasbnow 
on yom part roqunes liasty efforts on mine Dame, yon wiu 
oblige mo by letting your young rdatue know that wo mount 
instantly I intend not that he shall letum to Aionol with 
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mo , Jfc tronld lead to new quarrels betwixt him and my house- 
hold , at least, to taunts which his proud heart could ill brook, 
and my wi^ is to do him kindness He shall, therefore, go 
forward to Edmbmgh with one of my retmue, whom I shall 
send back to say what has diauced here You seem rejcaced 
at this! ’ he added, fixmg his eyes keenly on llbigdalen Grauue, 
who returned his gaze with ca& indifTeteuce 
* 'I would rather,’ she said, ‘that Roland, a pool and fnend- 
less orphan, weie the jest of the world at laige than of the 
menials at AveneL' 

'Fear not, dame, he shall be scorned by neitber,’ answeied 
the kmght 

‘ It may be,’ she replied — it may well be , but I will trust 
more to his own bearing than to your countenance ’ She left 
the room as she spoke 

The knight k»ked after her as she departed, hut turned 
instantly to his brother, and expressmg, in the most affectionate 
terms, his wishes for his welfare and happmess, craved his leave 
to depart 'My knaves,’ he said,* arc too busy at the alestand 
to leave tlien- revelry for the empty breath of a hugle-hom ’ 

• ‘You have freed them from hi^er restramt. Halbert,’ 
answered the abbot, ‘and therein taught them to rebel 
your own ’ 


evckimed Halbert, who never gave 
ms brother his monastic name of Ambrosins, ‘none oIjct the 
command of real duty so weD as those who are free from the 
observance of slavish bondage ’ 

the abbot said, ‘Let us 
nrt yet pai^ ruy brother, here comes some light refreshment 
LeaTC not the house which I must now call mmc, till force 
me tom it, untd jou have at least broken bread with me^ 

, , P?'®’ “y biother, the same who acted as porter now 

r2 refns^ent and 

officious 

cellar’ 

vbich^ Brother oat of the nook 
to call Abbot Ingelmm’s com^ nnefawi?** kappy t— was wont 
at the consent of 'Wurtzbuiw 

^hem that choi« ^ to he near 
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'Tnio, my ic\oiond sii,’ uiid Sii Halbert, ‘and theieforc I 
oiitient my brotlioi and you to pledge me in a cup of tbib 
orthodox Miitnge ’ 

The thin old portci looked \iith aviekful donee ton aids 
the abbot 'J)o venmni,' taid his snponoi , and the old man 
soised, with a tiemblnig hand, a beicroge to which he had been 
long iiimccnstomcd, diamed the cup uith protracted delight^ 
•IS if dnclling on the daToui and pcifnmo, and set it down nith 
a melancholy smile and sliako of tlio head, as if bidding adieu 
in futuio to such delicious potations Tlie brotheis smiled 
But n hen Sii Halbcit motioned to the abbot to take up his 
cup and do him leoson, the abbot, m turn, tdiook his head, and 
loplied, ‘This is no day foi the abbot of St Maly’s to eat the 
fat and dniik the sweet In wntci hem Our Lady’s nell,’ ho 
added, filling a cup vith the limpid clement, 'I nish you, my 
biothci, all happiness, and, above all, a true sight of your 
hpintnal oiiors ’ 

‘And to you, my belorcd Edward,’ replied Glcudmmng; ‘I 
wish the ficc oxcicise of your own fico icason, and the dischatge 
of more impoitant duties than me connected witli the idle name 
which }OU have so rashly assumed ’ • 

The biothera paitod with deep lemot, mid yet each, confi- 
dent in his opinion, felt somewhat lelieved by the absence of 
one whom he icspected so much, and with whom he could 
agree so little 

Soon nftoiwmds the sound of thoKiiight ofA^encl’s trumpets 
was heard, and the abbot went to the top of a towoi, fiom 
whoso dismantled battlements he could soon see the horsemen 
ascending the using giound in the direction of the dmwbiidgD 
As ho gn/cd, hfagdalon Giiemo came to his side 

'Thou mt come,’ ho said, ‘to catch the lost ^impsc of thy 
grandson, my sister Yondci ho wcndi^ under the chmgo of 
the best knight in Scotland, his faith cvoi excepted ’ 

‘Thou canst bcni witncb^ my father, that it was no wish 
either of mine oi of Boland’s,' lopliod the matiou, ‘which 
induced the Enight of ATcncl, as ho is called, agmn to entertain 
my giandson in liis household Heaven, whidi confounds tlio 
wise with their imn wisdom, and the wicked with their own 
policy, hath placed him vhero, for the service of the church, I 
would most wish him to be ’ 

‘I know not what you mean, my sistei,’ said the abbot 
‘Bevorend father,’ replied Magdalen, ‘linst thou nevci hoard 
that there mo spirits ^wmfnl to lend the walls of a castle 
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unless they aic inntcd, naj, dragged over the threshold!'' 
Tvrice hath Boland Gimme been thus dmum mto the household 
of Avenel h}- those who now hold the title Let tlicm look to 
the issue ’ 

So saying, she left the tuiiet, and the abbot, aftci pausmg 
a moment on hm words, which he imputed to the unsettl^ 
state of her mind, follow^ down the winding staii to celehiatc 
Ills admission to his high ofBce hy fast and prayci, instead of 
levelling and thanksgiving 

* See Iiiiliilit} of E\il Spinte to entero Hoose munnteiL Xoti> 12 
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Youth 1 thon ncai'st to manhood non 
Barker lip and darkei bron. 

Statelier atep, more peuaive mien, 

In tl^ Ihee and mit are teen 

Thou mnat non brook midnight natches, 

Take thy food and spoit by anatehee ■ 

For the gambol and the jert, 

Thou ncit nont to lore the beat, 

Orator follioa muat tliou follon, 

Bnt oa aenaoless, false, and holion 

Life, aFoem 

Yodkg Boland Gneme non trotted gaily fomnrd m tlio trdin 
of Su Halbert Glcndinning Ho nas lebet’ed fiom bis most 
galling appiohension — ^tho oncountci of the scorn and taunt 
uliioli nu^t possibly hail his immediate letiim to the Castle 
of AtoubI ‘TheiettiU be a ehongc eie they see me again/ 
he tliought to himself, '1 sliall wear the coat of plat^ instead 
of tho gieen jeikiu, and the steel monon foi the bonnet and 
feathei They uill be bold that may ventuie to bieak a gibe 
on the mon-atarms fbi tlie follies the page, and I tinst 
that, 010 ue letum, I shall have done something moie worthy 
of note than hallooing a hound after a deci, oi sonimhlmg a 
crag foi a kite’s nest ’ Ho could not, indeed, help marvelling 
that bis grandmothei, with all hei religions prejudices leaning, 
it would seem, to the othei side, had consented so leodily to 
his re^tenng the seivice of the house of Aiend, and yet 
moie at the mystenous joy with which she took leave of him 
at the abbey c 

‘ Heaven,’ said the dame, as she kissed hei young lelatiou, 
and hade him forew ell, ' W'oiks its own w oik, even by the hands 
of those of oui enemies who think themsdves tiie stiougest 
and the wisest ’Thou, my child, he leady to aot upon the call 
of thy lehgion and countiy , and lemember, each eaithly bond 
which thou oanst foim is, compared to the Ises which hind thee 
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to Uiem, like the loose floa. to tlic twisted cable Thon hast 
not forgot the face or foim of the damsel Cathcimo Seytoni’ 

Boland would haio replied in the negatne, but flie woid 
seemed to stick m his throat, and Ma^alcn coutiuucd hei 
cahortatious 

‘Thou must not foiget her, my son, and heio I entrust 
thee "vath a token, which I tiust thou wilt speedily find an 
opportunity of delnenug with, caie and secrecy into her own 
hand’ 

She put heie mto Roland’s hand a very small packet, of 
which she again enjoined him to take the strictest care, and to 
suiFei It to be seen by no one save Catherine Scjton, who, she 
again (very unnecessarily) icmmdcd him, w as tlic } oung maiden 
ho had met on the piccediug day She then bestowed on him 
hei solemn benediction, and bade God speed him 

Theie was something in her mannei and hei conduct which 
implied mystery, but Boland Giicme was not of an ago or 
temper to waste much time m endeavouring to decipher her 
meaning All that was obvious to his perception m the mesent 
journey piomised pleasure and novelty He lejoiccd that ho 
was tmvolhng towards Edmhurgb, m order to assumo the 
dbaiacter of a man, and lay aside that of a boy He was 
dohghted to think that he w ould have an oppoi tumty of rejoin- 
ing Cathenno Seyton, whose bright eyes and lively manneiw 
had made so fasourahlo an impacssion on his imaguiation, 
and, as an mexpencnced yet high-spirited youth, cutciing foi 
the first tune upon octn o life, his heart bounded at the thought 
that he was about to see all those scenes of coiutly splendour 
and warlike adventures of whidr the followers of Sn Halbeit 
used to boost on theu occasional visits to Avcnel, to the 
wonderment and envy of those who, like Roland, knew' Louits 
and comps only by hearsay, and were condemned to the solitary 
sports and almost monastic seclusion of Avenel, surrounded 1^ 
its londy lake, and embosomed among its patble!>s mountains 
‘Thiy shall mention my name,’ he said to lumself, ‘if the iisk 
of my hfe eon purchase me opportumties of distmction, and 
Catherine Seyton’s sauc^ eye shall lest with snore respect on 
the distingmshcd soldier than that with which she laughed to 
scorn the raw and meicpenenced page’ There was wantn!|' 
hut one accessary to complete the sense of rapturous excitation, 
and he possessed it by being onoo moie mounted on the back 
of a fiery and active horse, instead of plodding along on foot, 
as liad been the case during the preceding daj s 

M lO 
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Impelled by tJio Inehnoss of Ins own spuite, tthtch so mauy 
cnciimstances tended naturally to exalte llolaud Gnemo’s voice 
andlus lauglitei iicic soon distinguished amid the tiamplmg 
of the hoi-iCb of the ictinuc, and moie Uinii once attiactcd Uic 
attention of then leadoi, A\ho lemaiked Mith satisfaction that 
the youth icplied aith good-humomed laillciy to such of tlie 
tioin ns jested iiith him on his dismissal and ictum to the 
SCI lice of tlic house of Avcucl 

*1 thought the liolly-bianch m yoni bonnet had been 
blighted, Mastoi llolaiid f ’ said one of the men-ataims 

' Only pinched u itli half an houi ’s fi ost , you sec it floiu!i 8 hcs 
as giccn as oier’ 

* It IS too giaie a plant to douii&h on so hot a soil as that 
head-piece of tluno, hListci llolaiid Gia!me,'iotoited the othei, 
a ho a as <ui old cqncny of Sir Halbert Glendmmug 

‘If it uill not flouiish alone,’ said Boland, ‘I Mill ma. it 
Mith the lamel and tlie myitle, and I Mill cany them so neai 
the sky that it shall make amends foi then stinted gioMth ’ 
Tims speaking, ho dashed his spuis mto his horse’s sidc^ 
.ind, checking him .vt the same time, compelled him to cvccute 
a lofty camcole Sii Halbeit Glendinuiug looked at tho*do- 
mcanoiu of lus new attendant Mith that sort of melancholy 
pleasure witli Mhich those Mho have long foUoMed the pursuits 
of life, and ore sensible of then \anity, legard the gay, young, 
and buoyant spints to Mhom evistence ns yet is only hope 
and promise 

In the mcauMhilo, Adam Woodcook, the falconei, stiipped 
of lus miisqmug habi^ and attued, accoiding to his iiuik and 
Oidlmg, in a gioeu jeikm, M’lth a bnMkiiig-bng on the one side 
and a shoit haiigoi on the other, a gloie on his left hand Mhich 
leached half-May up lus aim, and a bonnet and fcathci upon 
hiB head, came aftoi the paity ns fast as his actne little 
GalloMay nag could tiot, and immediately entcied into pailey 
Mitli Boloud Gnome 

‘So, my youngstei, jou aio once mono undoi sbadoM of tho 
bdUy-lnTuich?’ 

'And in casoito icpayjou, my good fiiend,’ansMeicdKolnua, 

‘ 3 oiu ten groats of silver ’ 

‘■^'liioh, but auhoui smee,’ s.iid the folcouci, ‘j on had neoily 
paid ule Mith ten inches of steel On m 3 faith, it is vriitten 
m the book of oui destmy that I must biook yom dagger, 

after all ’ ii, , i 

‘ Nay, speak not of that, my good friend,’ said tho youth, 1 
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voald lathci faavo broached my ovm bosom than yours , but 
vho could have kumsn you m the mumming dress you vorcl ' 
‘Yes,’ the falconer icsumcd, for both as a poet and actor 
he had lus ovm professional share of sclf-couccif^ ‘I think I «as 
as good an Howleglos as ever play ed part at a Shrovetide revelnr, 
and not a much u’oisc Abbot of UnFCOson I dch' the Old 
Enemy to unmasque me ivhcn I choose to keep my vizard on. 
\Yhat the devil brought the knight on us before wc hod the 
game outf You vrould have heard me halloo my ovm new 
&llad vitha voice should have reached to Bervick But 1 
pmy' you, Mastei Boland, be less free of cold steel on slight 
occasions smee, but for the stuffing of my reverend doublet, 1 
liad only loft the kirk to take my place m the kirkyard ’ 
'Nay^spaie me that fcnd,’*iind Boland Gncmi^ ‘vc shall 
have no time to fight it out , for, by our lord’s command, I am 
Ixiund foi Edmbnigh ’ 

'Iknov it,’ said Adam Woodcock, ‘and even tbcicforo vo 
shall have time to solder up this rent by the way, for Sir Halbert 
has appomted me your compomon and gmdc ’ 

*Ay1 and with what purpose^’ said the page. 

'Tliati' said the falconer, ‘is a question I cannot answer; 
hut I know that, be the food of the eyases vashed or unwashed, 
and, indeed, vhatever becomes of perch and mew, I am to go 
with you to Edinburgh, and see you safely delivered to the 
Begent at Holyrood ’ 

‘Hov, to the Begcntr said Boland, m snipnse 
‘ Ay, by my faith, to the Begent,’ replied Woodcock ; ‘ I pro- 
mise you that, if you aie not to enter his service, at leat>t vou 
aio to vait upon him m the character of a retainer of our 
Bmght Avcucl ’ 

‘I know no right, said the youth, ‘which the Kmght of 
Avcncl hath to transfer my scmcc, supposing that I owe it to 
himself ’ 


‘ Hush-hush ' ’ said the falconei , ‘ that is a question I 
advise no one to stir m until ho has the mountain or the lake, 
01 the march of another kmgdom, which is better than eithei, 
oetWKt him and his feudal supenor ’ 

‘ But Sir Halbert Glcndmnmg,’ said the youth, ‘ is not mv 
feudal Bupciior , noi lias ho aught of authontv 

answered Adam 

Woodcock, my lords displeasure, if you provoke it, will be 
wme to appeitte than my lady’s The touch of his least finger 
were hoavoer than her hardest blow And, by my faith, he is 
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a man of steel, as tiue and as pure, but as hold and as pifalnsa 
You remember the Cock of (^ppoilaw, nhom ho hanged over 
his gate for a mere mistake — a poor yoke of oron taken in 
Scotlaud, when ho thought he nas tokmg them m English land 1 
I loved Idle Cock of Capperlan , the Kerrs had not an houostci 
man in then dan, and thoj have had men that might have been 
a pattern to the Boidci — men that would not have lifted iiudci 
twenty cows at once, and nrould have hold tlicmsdvcs dib> 
honouicd if they liad takmi a diift of sheep oi tlic like, but 
always managed thou iiuds m full cicdit and liououi But see, 
lub worship halts, and we aie dose by the bndge Bide up — 
lido up, VO must have his last lusti notions ' 

It V as as Adam Woodoook said In the hollov v ay descend- 
ing tovards the bridge, vhidi was still m the gnaidumship of 
Pctci Bridge-Ward, as ho vas called, though ho vas now very 
old, Sii Halbert Glondinnmg h.Uted his ictiuii^ and bcdcoucd 
to Woodcock and Gimme to advance to the head of the tiaiu 
‘Woodcock,’ said ho, ‘thou knovest to whom thou ait to 
conduct this 3 ’ontli And thou, young man, obo} disci cetly and 
vith diligence the oidcis that shall bo given tliee Ciiib thy 
vain and pcovish tompei Be just, true, and faithful , aim 
thore 18 in thee that which may laiso thco many a degree aboro 
thy piesont station Neither shnlt thou — ofvays supposing 
thine i^oits to bo fau and honest — ^want the piotection and 
countenance of Avcucl ’ 

Leaving them in hout of tiio bridge, the conbo tovoi of 
vhich now began to cast a prolonged shade upon the nvei, the 
Knight of Avenel tuiiiod to the left, without ciobsmg the iivci, 
and puisued his way tow aids the cham of lulls within whoso 
iccesses ore situated the Lake and Castle of Avcucl There 
icmamod behind, the folconei, Boland Gnemc, and a domcstio 
of the knight, of infenoi rank, who w'os left with them to look 
oftci thc,r liorscs while on the load, to caiiy tlieu baggage, and 
to attend to tiicii convouicnco 

So soon as tlio moie numerous body of iidcrs had turned off 
to pursue thou journey westwaid, those whose route lay acioss 
the nvci, and was diieoted towaids the north, summoued the 
bndgc-waid, and demanded a free passage 

‘I will not lowei the budge,’ answered Pctei, ui a loico 
querulous with age and lU-bumour 'Como Papist, come 
Protestant, ye oie all the same Tlic Papists tbioatcnod ns 
with pmgatoij', and dccchcd us witli paidous, the Piotostant 
inmfa at US V 1 & tho bwold, uud cuittlcB ub With tho liberty of 
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conscioncc ; 'but ne\ er a one of cither Bays, “ Peter, there is your 
penny” I am veil tued of all this, and for no man shall the 
badge fall that pays me not ready money , and I uonld huTC 
3’on knou I care os little for Geneva ns foi Borne, ns little foi 
homilies as for pardons , and the silver pennies aic tlic only 
passports I vnll hear of ’ 

‘Heio IS a proper old chuff’ said IPoodcoch to his com- 
panion, then raising his voice, he evclaimed, *Haik thee, dog 
— ^bndge-uard — silhim, dost thou think \ic have icfnscd thy 
names&e Peter’s pence to Borne, to paj' tliiiic at the bridge of 
Kcmmqnhair f thy badge doum instantly to the follou ers 

of the house of Avcncl, or by the hand of my father, and tliat 
handled many a hadlo rein, foi he was a bluff York^ireman 
— say, by my father’s hand, onr knight will blow thee out of 
thy solan-goose’s nest there m the middle of the water, with the 
light falconet which we arc hanging southward fiom Edinhuigh 
to-morrow’ 

The hndge-ward heard, and muttered, * A plague on falcon 
and falconet, on cannon and dcmi-cannon, and all the harking 
bull-dogs whom they halloo against stone and lime in these oin 
dkys I It was a meny time when theie was little besides handy - 
blows, and it may be a flight of arrows that harmed an aslilci 
wall os little as so many hailstones But we must jonk and 
let the jaw gang by’ Comforting himself in his state of 
dimimshed consequence with tins pithy old pioverb, Petci 
Badge-Ward lowered the dmwbadgc, and permitted them to 
pass ovci At the sight of lus white hair, albeit it discovered 
a visage equally pecs ish through age and misfortune, Boland 
was inclmed to give him an alms, but Adam Woodcock pre- 
S'cnted him ‘E’en let him pay the penalty of his former 
chmlishness and greed,’ ho said , ‘ the w olf, w hen he has lost Ins 
teeth, should be ticated no 'bettei than a cur ’ 

Leaving the hiidgo-ward to lament the alteration of times, 
which sent dominccang soldiers and feudal retainers to his 
plaw of passage, instead of peoccfnl pilgnms, and i educed him 
to hecfflmo tlio oppressed, mstead of plajing the extortioner, the 
travellers turned them northwaid, and X!.vn Woodcock, well 
acquainted with that part of the country, proposed to out shoit 
a CTOsiderable portion of the road by tmversmg the little vale 
of Wendearg, so famous foi the adventures which befell thorom 
dimng the earlier part of the Bonediotmo’s Iklaniisonpt With 
these, and with the thousand commentane^ representations 
and misrepresentations to which they had given nse,. Roland 



•WAVEUUSy KOVEI»S 


ino 


Oiwine iN-is, of cotii-sc, well ncqnmnlcil, foi m the Castle of 
Asc'iiol, well ns in othci gient cs(.i1>Itblimciit!i, the iiinintci 
tnlknl of uotliiiig 60 often, oi with mch pleasure, n& of the 
piJMiln nflaiib of then loixl luid lady lint while liolaiid was 
sicwiiip; with intcicst these haunted scenes, in which tilings 
weic said io haxc jmssed hejond the oidniaij laws of natiiic, 
Adam ^^oodco(,k was still legrctting in his sccict soul the 
iinlinishcd icvcl and the unsiing hallad, and kept osciy now' 
and then breaking out with some snth scrscs as these 

‘The fiittis nl Fnil ihAiib hcrtj-Iirown ale, 

TIig lipst tiuit o’er was tasted . 

1 lio liionks of Hitelroao made gndo kalo 
On rndijs, when they fasted 
St ilanniieo' Mster, 

Tlic grci pnest kist her— 

1‘ictio s-iso the rontiiim} * 

Atnc ha} tn\, tnm go tn\, 

Uiidtr the greenwood tree '* 


'B} my hand, fiicnd Woodcock/ said the page, 'though I 
know }nn foi a luiidy Cospcllci, that fcai ncitkci saint iioi 
dcsil, ^ol, if 1 wcic sou, I would not siiig joui piofano songs 
in tins snilcs of (tlcndcnig, cousidciuig what has hapi>ciicd heio 
bcfoic oiu time ’ l 

‘A htniw foi jom wandciing spiiits' ^}d Adam Wood- 
cock, ‘I mind tlioin no inoio than an ci^traicsfoi n stnng 
of wild geese, the} liasc .ill fled since ifio pulpits weic filled 
with honest men, and the {Ksiplc's esrs with sound dootiiiic 
Nny, I h.ise a touch .it them m my Imllad, an I luid hut h.id 
the good luck to luse sung it to cud and .igain he set oft m 
the same key 


‘Fioni liannted spring and grawsy iiiig 
Troop gohliii, elf, and fair} , 

And the kclpio uiual Hit from tho black bog pit, 
And the hiownio must not lorr} , 

To linilio lake 
Tlicir WA} the} take, 
tl lUi ^roo the pitli to flee 
Sing ha} tiis, tnni gu tii\, 

* Uudei the gircnwood tico * 


I think,’ he added, 'that, could Sii Halbeit’s pationce base 
stictelicd till we came that length, he would have had a lienity 
laugh, and that is irliat he seldom enjojs ' 

‘ If it ho all tine that men tell of liis caily Iifo/ soid Roloiid, 
‘ ho lias loss iiglit to laugh at gpblins than most men ’ 
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‘A}, tf it be all true,* aiisveicd AclamIVoodcock, 'but who 
can ensure us of tbatf Moreover, these were but talcs the 
monks used to gull us simple laymen witlud, they knew that 
fames and hobgoblins brought avc" and j^mtemosters into repute , 
but now we hare gircn up worship of images in u cod and ^tone, 
mctliinks it ucio no time to be afraid of bubbles in the watei or 
shadoiss m the air’ 


‘However,’ said Boland Grocme, ‘as the Catholics saythi^ 
do not worship wood or stone, but only as emblems of the holy 

samts, and not as things holy m themsehes ’ 

‘Pshaw' pshaw '* aiisweied the falconer, ‘anislifoi theii 
pmting They told us anothei stoij' when these baptized idols 
of theirs bior^ht pikc-staves and sandalled shoon from all the 
four winds, and whiUied the old women out of then com and 
their candle-ends, and their huttci, bacon, wool, and cheese, and 
when not so much as n giey gioat escap^ tithing ’ 

Boland Gncmc had been long taught, by nci^sity, to con- 
sidei his form of religion as a profound secret, and to sav 
notlimg whatevei in its defence when assailed, lest he should 
diaw on himself the suspicion of belonging to the unpopulai 
and exploded church He therefore sufFeied Adam "Woodcock 
totnumph intliout farthci opposition, marvelling m his own 
mind whether any of the gohhuo, formeily such active agents 
would avenge his rude raillery before they left the valley of 
Wendeaig But no such consequences followed Thev paied 

a ^age m the glen, and the ieit day 
lesumed their route to Edinburgh 
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Tvhr ■» ' ? * 'a* 

All h-iiJ tii\ jKi'a v-c anil *(nrfr». 

\\ 1 1 »»• <in Kn ■ atli a i ir nr> V« “Wl, 

li Cl-’*' « .» 

It, TN* 

*Thi^ thi’n IS ErlMl<iirjrh '“ ‘■wl llic vo.ult ,s the fi’ilow- 
trixiHps It on* of tlw li»uljistrt tlv tvii’"h 

<~vniiun'l*sj .i \iiv i»f t‘K‘ jrv‘1* utrthpnt cipit-’l — ‘th « is tint 
I*Jiii]Mtiv}i of vlui]i t>« hue Iioirvl vn niui.hi 

•run so, s,i,i th,> filco'KT ‘sotulcr stvtj.isAuM Re^stc, 
son ni.s ',‘0 the snmke hosor'csir her .it twentv tni'c*' 
ilisfnnoi*. n<, the ir<i«s luivk htnsts oscr t phhnp e.‘ reunjr snll 
thuks, nji.jo.rhr is tin lu irt of .mil dh thn'’> 

tint sl|o sjncs is felt fniji the eije of S.»I« is to Hui’d.i'lm 
llewl *, soiulei is the o* t Cistle iiitl lee to the riirht. on 
son nsins 00111111] tint is the Ontle of Cri’ciuill ir. which I 
iiise known \ nnirv plsee m ms tune' 

•\Vssi! not there,' s;iid the pigc in n lose so’ce, ‘tint the 
Queen held her eo.irt i” 

‘As •is.’reiihwl the f.ilciiner — ‘ Queen she sens then though 
jo’i must not eill her so non Well, thev nnv say sihii tliey 
svill — rams a true hesrt ssill be s. d for M.irr 'stusrt, era if all 
ho tnic men nis of lur for look you, 51 istor Ro’siid, «he sris 
the l(is<he't eri ituro to lo.ik upon that I eser wn with eye, 
and no I ids in the 1 iiid liked Isittcr the f iir Hisht of i falcon. 

1 ssrts at the pvat inntcli on Roshn Moor betssist Bothnrell — 
he si a bkiek si-^ht to her that Bothnel! — and the Ikiioii of 
Roshii, srlio tonld Jiiil;rc a h'»k& flijrht as siell as sny man in 
.‘teotlaud a butt of I<hcni«h and n nng of gold si.as the xrogcr 
and it SI IS lion II as f iirlsr for as ever nas iwi gold and bright 
ssme And to sec her Aicre on her sshitcp,alf«T. tint ^enr as 
if It sconiCil to tPueh more thin the heather blossom rad to 
licit hersoice, as cleir and street as the masnss whistle mix 
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(imong ovir jolly ■vrhoopiBg and 'riiistling, and to mar^U the 
nobles dashing round her — happiest he Vho got a vratu or a 
look— tearing through moss and hag, and Tcntnrmg neck and 
limb to gun the praise of a bold ndcr, and the blmkof a bonny 
queen's bnght eye * She mil see little hanking nhere die his 
DOT, ay, ay, pomp and pleasure pass anay as speedily as the 
Tap of a faleon’s mug ' 

‘And There is this poor queen noT confined!' said Boland 
Gncme, interested m the fate of a Toman Those beauty and 
giaco had made so strong an impression eren on the blunt and 
careless character of Adam Woodcock 

‘Where IS she nor impnsonedl’ said honest Adam, ‘nhy, 
in some castle m the north, they say I knoT not There, for 
my part^nor isitTorthThiletoTos.one’ssclf anent That cannot 
1» mended An she had guided her power well whilst she 
had It she had not come to so evd a pass Men say she must 
resign her crown to tins little bal^ of a pnnee, for that they 
T ill trust her with it no longer Onr master has been as busy 
as hia neighbours m all this work If the Queen should come 
to her oTu again, Avencl Castle is like to smoke for it, 
lipmakcs Ills bargain all the better* 

‘ In a castle m the north Queen hlarv is confined f ’ said the 
page 


•my, ay^hoy say s^ at least In a castle beyond that 

l»it It IS a branch of the sea, and as bitter as bnne ’ 

all her subjects,' said the pai^e. with some 
cmotira, „ there none that mil adTenture Sythmg for her 


ask 21’ the falconer, ‘and if tou 

poop now, man, and flies so’hwh’ ® 

'V^orth^eknlShh™ tanJ 

m the managemeS o7 S 

loose again, he knoas her too 2ll T I ^ 

now hawA for Hokrooi wh^ Tkl ^ ^ are 

and of cmirtien, to Si it a 

wngh. m. the Scots sar W^L^ and keep a 
I^ecp your own And if jon‘ha2 W ““ ® 

nap to learn any news you hk^ 
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lonp not tip ft«i if \nuttorf to put on nrnioni tlirrct in tlie t.msc 
till! nifl >li ANingnlo Mi.th— nnil iicLnoviHconit uitllonell — 
tlint if \ini an* told nli! hnifr Coiil is come nine apini, ion 
(liionid mm it od m itli, “ And ii he, ni tnilh 7 I heard not nf it,” 
iind Khnidd hPini no iiicna nimrt} th.ui if one fold joii, hr \ta\ 
of inn oil}, that old Isini! (foul wna dead mid litnicd AVhorc* 
fore, look noil to sntn heiiini;, Alustcr Itolnid, for J piomisc 
\oii, \oii I'oiiio iiiiiou^ II f'oncmtinn th.it nicicccn nsnhungit 
liiMk, And iipsoi he dmn'et nut of i-liiMth nt ctoi\ nn viord 
,\ou h(*ni sinkoii , foi sou mil iind ns hot hhdos lis join self, 
ttnd till'll mil III. lettin<! of hliiod without ndMCo uilhci of Iccih 

Ol .dlll.lII.U'k * 

‘Vriii bhill si*o linn Mud I will lie, .iiid limi cniitionis mj* 
(tood fiioiid,' Mid tli.ciiic, ‘hut, hlcs'<orI Lid\, whnt iroodlj 
Iiniise IS tiuit wIikIi is Iiiiio all in ruins •■n chne tn the eitj 1 
JInio thu\ bcpii phtjiiif! .it the Abbot of Unu‘n<-on heic, .*nd 
ended the (niudiol hr Iniiniiiir the church 7* 

''I'lieie lit' nil nnw,' leplitd his cmiipitiioii, 'joii go down 
the wind liken wild hngi'trd, tint minds iicithci tiirc iinr licek 
tliiit IS A quest II HI joii should bate tisked ni ns Inw ii tone as I 
himll nnswet it ’ • 

‘ ff I st t> lieio long, Mild Rnlniid tlrteine, ‘it is like 1 sb.dl 
Inso the n.itiinil mo of iin soicc but wli.ii me the niiiib then!' 

‘'I’lic Kiik nf 1 leld,’ wild the fnlcnnoi, in n low and ini- 
piessiso whis|Hi, Injing nt the •Hime tunc Ills finger on liis lip, 
'nsk no nioic about it somcliodj got foul jikis, mid somebody 
got the blnine of it , mid the g.imo began there which perhaps 
niiij not be pinsod nut in out time I’ooi Iluiiiy' D.unl(n > to 
licnnnss, he uiidcistiHid muiicw li.it of ii }mwk< but tbcj Mint 
linn nil the wing tliroiigh tlieaii himself one bnght moonlight 
night ’ 

The memoij of this i.itastmphe was bo reecnt that the jbigo 
n\erti*i1 his ejes with lioriYii fioin the Kc.ithixi nuns in which 
it hiid t.ikcii place , and the ncuisntionb .ignnibt the Queen, to 
which it li.id gnen use, enme o\cr Ins iiiiiid with such strength 
Its to b'tlniice the coiiipnssioii bo had begun to eiitertniii foi hci 
piescnt foiloin ■rtii.ition 

It was, indeed, with that agitating btate nf mind w Inch nnses 
IHiitlj fioinhonoi but iiioicfioin.uiMOiisintcicstiindcuriositi, 
tlmt joiiiig Rncme found hinibclf ictuallr trasersmg the cceiic 
of those tiomendoub eicnts the icpoitof which had dibtiu bed 
the mobt distant bolitudes in Scotlmid, like the cclioes of distant 
thnudci lolling among the mountains 



THE ABBOT 


1S5 


'No\r,’ ho thought — ‘novi' or nevei sludl I hocome a man, 
and bear mj part in those deeds nhich tbo simple inhabitants 
of onr homlots repeat to each othei as if they nere mought 
beings of a snpeiioi order to their oun > I will know non 
nhorefoio the Kmghtof Avenel comes his mest so much above 
those of tho neighboanng baionage, and how it is tliat men, 
by valour and n'lsdom, work thoir nay fiom. the hodden-grey 
coat to the cloak of scailet and gold Men say I have not 
much nisdom to recommend me, and if that bo truo, conrago 
must do it, foi I will be a man amongst Iniug men, oi a deM 
corpse amongst the dead ’ 

ITrom these di earns of ambition ho turned his thoughts to 
those of pleasuie, and began to form many conjecturos when 
and where ho should see Cathenne Seytou, and m what monnci 
tlieii acquaintance was to be renewed With such conjectures 
ho was amusing himself, when he found that they liad entered 
the mtjr, and all other fcchngs were suspended in tho sensation 
of giddy astonishment with which an mhabitant of the country 
IS affected when, for tho first tunc, ho finds himself m the 
stiects of a largo and populous oity, an unit m the midst of 
tholisands 


Tho prmcipol street of Ekimbmgh was then, ns now, one of 
tho most spacious m Europe The extieme height of tho 
liouses, and the variety of Gothic gables, and battlements, and 
balcomes, by which the sky-line on each side was crowned and 
tonnmated, togcthei with the width of the street itself, miglit. 
have stiuck vnth surpnse a moie practised eye than that of 
young Gneme The population, close packed withm the walls 
o^he city, and at this time increased by the number of tho 
lords of tho Ku^s party who had thronged to TMinTwirgh to 
wait upon tho Rogent Murray, absolutely swarmed like bees 
on tho wide and stately stieot Instead of the shop-wmdow b , 
which are now calculated for the display of goods, the tradeia 
thw open booths piojeotmg on the street, m which, as in 
ttic fashion the modem bazars, all was ctposed which they 
liaa upon sale And tliough the commodities were not of tho 
nehest kinds, yet Gnome tliought he beheld the wealth of the 
whole world m tho vanous bales of Flandms cloths and tho 
speoimons of tapestry; and at othm places the display of 
draestic utonsik and pieces of plate strack him wnth womier 
1 ho Mght of cutlers’ booths, fnrmshed with swoids and poniards, 
Which wcio manulaotmed m Scotland, and with mooes ^ 
dtfensivo i^iout, imported ftom Flandeis. added to his snr- 
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pnsc, and at oveiy step ho fonnd i>o much to admire and to 
gaze upon that Adam Woodcock hod no httle difficulty m pie- 
railing on him to adranco throng snch a scone of enchant- 
ment 

The sight of the ciouds irhiclx filled the streets rras equally 
n subject of 'vroudei Hcie a gay lady, in her muifier, or silken 
red, tiaced her uay delicately, a gontlcman-iisher making war 
foi her, a page bcanng up hci train, and a uaitiiig gcntleuoman 
canymg her Bible, thus mtimating that hci purpose uas 
ton aids the church Thcie he might see a gioiip of citireiis 
bending the same nay, \iitli then diort Flemish oloak^ uidc 
tiousers, and high-capcd doublets — a fashion to vrhicli, as vrcll 
ns to then bonnet and fcathei, the Scots uere long faithful 
Then, i^in, came the clergyman hunsidf, in his black Gcncrn 
doak and band, lending a grare and attmitiro c.ii to the dis- 
course of Bcreial persona trho accompanied him, and irho wcio 
doubtless holding serious conrerse on the idigions subject he 
tros about to treat of Nor did there lack passengeis of a 
diffeient doss and appearance 

At cveiy turn, j^land Gncmc might sec a gallant nifilc 
along in the neuei oi Fiench mode, doublet slashed, Had 
Ills points of the some coloitn uith the limug, his long suord 
on one side, and his poniaid on the other, bdiind him a body 
of stout scning-men, pioporboncd to Ins estate and qiuhty, 
all of u-hom rralkcd rritli the an of militaiy ictainers, and 
ucre armed uith sword and budclcr, the latter being a small 
round shield, not unlike the Highland tnigct, liaiing n steel 
spike ui the centic Two of tlicso parties, cadi headed 
by a person of importance, chanced to meet in the iciy 
centre of the sticet, oi, as it was called, 'the ciowu of the 
causewray’ — a post of honoui as tenaciously nsscitcd in Scotland 
ns that of giving or taking the wall used to be in the moic 
sonthem pait of the idand TIio two Icadms being of equal 
rank, and, most probably, cithci animated by political dislike 
01 by recollection of some fbudnl enmity, maidicd dose np to 
each other, without yielding an inch to the right or the left 
and ncithei shewing the least puposo of giving way, they 
stopped for an instant, and then dicir their swoids Their 
follow CIS imitated their ovamplo, about a scoic of weapons at 
once flashed m the sun, and thcic was an immediate clatter of 
swords and bncklcrs, while the followers on either side cned 
their master's name the one dionting, ‘ Help, a Leslie ’ — n 
Leslie ' ’ while tlic others answered with shoute of ‘ Seyton < — 
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' ' T ith tho additional punning ali^, ' Sot on— oot on ; 
leal ilto knaves to tiio ground *’ 

II tlio falconer found difficulty in getting tiie page to go 
focraid bofoie, it uas non perfectly immssible He lemed up 
bis hoise, clapped his hands, and, delighted vnth the fray, 
coed and shouted as fast os any of those uho uae actually 
engaged m It 

The noise and enes thus ansmg on the Highgatc, as it uas 
oahed, dteu into the quanel tvo or tluee othei parties of 
gentlemen and then servants, besides some smg^o ^ssengers, 
who, heanng a fmy botuivt tliese two distmgmshed names, 
took part m it, either for love or hatred 
The combat became now veiy shaip, and although the 
sword-and-lmekler men made more clatter and noise than they 
did leal damage, yet soi eral good outs were dealt among them, 
and those who woie rapieis— a moio fotmidabic weapon than 
the ordmaiy Scottish sword — gave and received dangerous 
wounds T^ men wero elieady stietchcd on the causeway, and 
the party of Seyton began to ova ground, being much mfenor 
m number to the other, wift which several of the oibsens 


then leader, a noble gentleman, fighting bravely, and hard 
pressed with numbers, could withhold no longer ‘Adam 
Woodcock,’ he said, ‘ an you be a man, draw, and let us toko 
part with the Seyton ’ And, without waitmg a leply, oi listen- 
ing to the falconer's earnest entreaty that he would leave 
alone a strife m which he had no concern, the fiiay youth 
sprung from his horso, drew his short swoid, and shoutme Idco 
theiest,‘ASeytoui-aSaytoni Set on '-set on '’thrust fbi- 
watd uito the throng, and struck down one of those who was 
pcssmg hardest upim the gentleman whose cause he essoused 
Ihis sudden reinforcement gave spirit to the weaka party, 
w ho begm to renew the combat witli much alamity, wheafoui 
of Ihe mamatrates of the mty, distaguished by then velvet 
cl<^ and gold (hams, came up with a guard of holbeidiora 
and eitiaens, mnad with long weapons, and well accustomed to 
such ^oe, thrust boldly forward, and compelled the swords- 
men to separate, who immcdiatoly rebeated m difflaont direo- 
^ iMving 6^ (rf the wounded on both sides as had been 
disced m the fray lymg on the stoeot 

^ ^es rashn^ now rode up to ban with iXsc, 
wbieb bo had caught by the bndle, and acewted him with 
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‘ila-stci iUtluid — itviiitoi jxoobc — mn^tcl iii<ulut]i — will it pliMsc 
jmi to (rot on horso, and btiilgo? ai will joii n'lniin lioiw to Ik* 
uincd to jiijiion, and made to answer foi tins nretts das'h 
woikl’ ' • 

Tlio page, who liad begun Ins ictrciit along with tlio Sci Ions 
just ns if lie li.id been one of then niitural allies, was bj tins 
nnceionioinons application laidc sensible that he was noting n 
foolish pul, and, obeying Adam Woodcock, with some Kcnse of 
shimio, he sjiiiing actnelx on Iioisclmck, and upsetting with 
the shouldei of the aiiiin il a iitj-olhcGi who was in iking towanls 
him, lie began to ndc smaitl^i'donn the stieet, along with Ins 
comiiunon, and was qniekh out of the rcicli of the hue and 
Lr\ In faut, nniLOiintcrs of the kind weie ho common in Jjrlm 
bnigh .it lliat pciKMl tint the distuib.mce seldom cscitcd iimtli 
attention iiftci the alhaj was osei, unless some jicrsnu of mii* 
sequence chanceil to hinc fiillcu, an incident whith nn]Kiscd on 
hiH fi lends the dnlr of asenpung his death on the fiist uiii* 
scniciit uppoitunils 80 feeble, mdecil, was tlic am of the 
twbcc, that It was not iniiisiml foi such skuimshcs to last foi 
lioins, whole the psitios woio mimcrous and well matelicd. 
Ihit at this time the Ucgciit, ti iniui of giv.it sticiigth of ckai< 
nttei, awiiie of the mischief winch nsn.ill\ .irosu fiuni such nets 
of sioluiKC, lind pivs. tiled with the iniigistmtcs to keep a «iti' 
stint guard on foot, foi presenting 01 hcp.snitiiig such aflnijs 
ns hnd happened 111 the present ctse 

'I'lie fnltonci and his \niiiig comp iiiioii wcic now tiding down 
the Caiiung.itc, and hid* slaclienci] then {Mice t'lasoid attmt* 
nig .lUciition. the nithci th it thcic seemed to lie no iip|jeaninee 
of pursuit Itol.iiid Iniiig liis he id ns tine who w.is eoiiheions 
his conduct h.ul lieen none* of tlui wisest, while his conqianion 
thus .iddicsscd him 

‘^^lll JOII Ira pleased to tell me one thinir, .Mnsiei Itni.nid 
(b.i'iiie, and tlial is, sihcthei there be a deiil iiie.niiiite in ymi 
or no ? ’ 

‘Tiiih, Mastei Adam Uouilcock,’ niiswcicd tlic ]>>ge, 'I 
sioiild f nil inqra there is not ’ 

‘ Then,' s ml ^tdniii, ‘I would fain kui in 1 i\ what other iiiflii* 
dice nr 1 list eg'it mil sou nn* (lerpctmllj al one end or llm other 
of some lilooih Imiwlf 'Wlnt, I pnis, had jon to do nnh 
thear Swiotih and Leslies, Hint sou ne\er in .nil theiisni<sof 
111 join life before T' 

‘ \ nil are out tliejo, in) fnend,’ i ml Jtolnnd CJncine. ‘ I leiie 
m,, own IL isun^ foi being a fnend to tlic .Sijtiins ' 
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‘They must have been 'veiy secret reasons, then,’ anewcicd 
Adam Woodcoik, ‘for I thmk I could have uageiod you had 
never knomr one of the name, and I am apt to behero atill 
<^titua8}0ttt unhollovcd passion for that clashing of cold 
non, uhieh baa as miudi charm fm yon as the clatter of abiass 
pan lialdi for a hue of bees, rather than any care cither for 
Soyton or for Leshe, tliat peisnadcd you to tlimst your fool's 
head into a quarrel that novise concenicd yon But take this 
for a rrarmug, my young master, that if you are to draw saoid 
with crciy man who draws sword on the Highgatc here, it will 
be scarce worih yom while to siieath bilbo again for the rest of 
.your life, smee, d 1 guess rightly, it will scarce endure on such 
tcims foi many horns— all whi^ I leave to your senoue con- 
eidmation ' 

‘By my woid, Adam, I honoui jour advice , and I promise 
yon that 1 will practise by it as faithfully as if 1 weic sworn 
apprentice to you, to the bade and mystery of beaimg mys^f 
with all wisdcm imd safety through the new paths of life that 
I am about to be engaged in ’ 

‘ And therein you w ill do well,’ said the falconer, ‘ and I do not 
quancl with you, Mastei Boland, for havii^ a gram ovei much 
sMit, because I know one may bring to tlie htmd a wild hawk, 
wmeh one nevoi can a dunghill hen , and so betwixt two faults 
you have the best side on't But^ besides your pcouluu genius 
for quanelling and luggmg out yonr side companion, my deal 
Jlastei Boland, yon have also the gift of peeing under eiery 
woman’s mufflei and soieen, as if you expected to find an old 
acquamtance Though, were you to spy one, I should hb as 
much surprised at it, well wottmg how tew yon have seen of 
tbcBo samewild-fowkas Iwasatyoui takmgsodeop on interest 
men now m tho Soyton ’ 

' Tush, man < nonsense and folly,' auswcicd Roland Gneme , 
'I but sought to see what eyes these gentle hawks have got 
under then hood ’ “ 

‘Ay, hut itfs a dangeious subject of rnguay,' said the 
falconer, ‘you had bettei hold out yoni baiewiist for an eagle 
to porch upon Look you, Master Roland, jhese pietty wild 
geese cannot ho hawked at without nsk they have as many 
tovm^ boltings, and voReyings as the most gamesome quany 
that falcon ever flow at And besides, every woman of Giem is 
manned with her husband, or hei kind fnend, or hei biother, 
or her cousin, or ha sworn servant at the least But you heed 
mo not, Masta Rdand, though I know tho game so w dl youi 
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Wo must leave the felcouer, hovcvei, m the nudst o! lu& 
diibesi, and follow tiie liotrheaded ^onlih wlto was the eanso of 
his^Jevify 


AUMi wHirwk vwuwvwnu avMavwawauMww HUU 

been in a graii measure lost open Boland, for whose benefit 
It was intended, hecanse, in one of the female fonns which 
tapped along the street, mnSed m a vml of striped silk, Idee 
the women of Brussels at this day, his eye had discerned some- 
thing whtdi dosety lesembled ihe exqnisite shape and spirited 
beating of Catherme Seyton During all the grave advice 
whnh the falconer was dinning mto his ear, his eye contmnd 
intent upon so intcwstog an object of observation, and at 
length, as the damsel, just abont to dive nndei one of the 
aichcd passi^ whidi afforded an ontlet to the Cmongate 
from the houses beneath (a passage graced by a projeefing 
Aidd of anna, supported by two huge twee of stone]^ had 
iittcd her veil for the purpose perhaps of descrying who the 
horseman was wlio for some tunc had ej-ed her so closdy, 
jmn^ Mnd saw, under the shade of the silken plaid, enough 
of the taght imire eyes, fair locks, and blytbe features to 
mnee him, like an inerpeneneed and rash madeaj^ whose nil- 
ml ways had never been traversed by contradiction, nor much 
ailijcc^ to eonsideration, to throw tho bndle of his horse into 

AoQniHOoaAnnVfiltftn/l i.i. .. .v 


icttvc mm w piay poe waiting wntJe- 

man, while ho Wied down the pared court after Catlim nn 
oC\ toii->-alI as afoTGbiiid 

Wi^'s wits are proveibially quick, but apparently those 
d Catoc BMg^ no bettor apedient than fairly to betake 
herself to speed of foot, in hopes of baffling the page’s nvaoitv 
discover where But 
“ ““*«**> m not so easdv 
ouUta^pped Gitone fled across a paved court, decorated 
h large formal rases of stone, in which yews, cypresscsi and 

>“ mllennls, imd »v7a 

ing in front ef which % were placed as nmntn^f . a~nio- 
owarisa square ptionof the Lie lI^TSS^ 
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attracted the rnminendation even of the icflecliTC and cantimis 
Adam Woodcock She hastened toHards a lame door in the 
ecu tie of the lo«ci front of tlie court, pnllcd mc bobhin till 
the latch lieu up, iiud ensconced }ici'>clf in the niieicut mansion 
lint, if she fled like n doe, Koinnd Gneme followed with the 
spe^ and ntdoiii of .i jouthfiil btaghoiind, loosed foi the tint 
tiino on his pic.v lie kcjit hci in \icn in spite of hci ofloits, 
fui it IS iciiiinkible wimt an ndsaiitagc in such n race the 
"iillaiit nliudcsiies to see ])Obsessebo\ei the iDnidcnwhoiMShcii 
nut to ho seen — nii iidsantagc which I hue known couiitci' 
Imiancc a gicnt stall iii ])Oiut of disbincc In slioit, Iiomiw 
the waving of hei sciocii, oi red, nt one cornci, he.iid the tap 
uf hei foot, light as that was, ns it cros‘>c<I the court, and 
caught n glimjisc of hci figiuc just at> she ciitcied the dooi of 
the luaiisinn 

Itoluiid Gneme, iiicoiihidciatc and headlong ns we haso 
described him, Imiing no knowledge of ical life but from the 
lonmnccs w Inch he hud icsd, and not an idea of checking him- 
self in the midst of any cagci iinpiilbc, possessed, besides, of 
much coinage and readiness, never hesitated foi a moment to 
approach the dooi through which tlio object of his senicli had 
disappeared ITo too pulled the bobbin, and the latch, though 
honv'y uiid nnssivo, answered to the summons, and aiosc The 
jxige cnteicd with the same piecipitation winch had nutikcd 
Ins whole proceeding, and found himself in a laige gloomy hall, 
01 vestibule, dimly enlightened by latticed easements of painted 
glass, and icndcicd jet dimmer through the exclusion of the 
sunbeams, owing to the height of the walls of those buildings 
by which the comtjard was inclosed The walls of the hall 
were surrounded with suits of ancient and rusted anuonr, intei- 
ohnnged with huge and massive stone Ecutchcoiis, bcanng 
double trcssiires, ficured and couutci-flcuicd, wheat-sheaves, 
coioncts, and so forth — things to which Poland Gneme gave not 
a moment’s attention 

In fact, he only deigned to observe the flgmo of Cathenno 
Scjtou, who, deeming hcrbclf safe in the hall, had stopped to 
take bicath af^r hci course, and was leposing herself for a 
moment on a largo oaken settle winch stood at the upper end 
of tlio hall The noise of Poland’s entrance at once disturbed 
hci , she stalled up vidi a faint soream of surpnse, and escaped 
through one of the several foldmg-doois which opened into tins 
apai tment as a common centre Tins door, which Poland Gimme 
instantly approaohed, opened on a laige and well-lighted galleiy, 
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at tjie upper eud of \rluch ho could beer seiveial YOicee, and the 
noise of hasty steps approachuig toeraxde the hall, oi vestibule 
A little recalled to sober ihou^t by on appearance of senoue 
danger, he iras deliberating vrhethci ho should sttind fhst oi 
letue, vrhed Cathenne Se^on rc-entei^ from a side dom, 
running towards bnn with as much sp^ as a few minutes 
since ^e hod fled fiom him 

‘ 0 , what mischief brought you bithei 1 ' she said ‘ Fly — ^fly, 
or you aie a dead man, oi stay — they come — ^flight is impoS' 
sihle , say you came to ask f oi Lord Seytou ’ 

She iprung from him and disappeared through the door by 
which she had made her second appearance , and, at the same 
instant, a pan of large foldmg-doors at the uppei cud of the 
gallery flew open with vehemence, and six oi seven young 
mintlemen, nobly dressed, pressed forward into the apaitment, 
having, for the greater port, their sw'otde drawn 

‘Who IS it,’ said one, ‘date mtmdc on ne in oui own 
mansion!’ 

‘Cut him to pieces,’ said anothei , ‘let him pay foi this 
dqy’s msolenco and violence , ho is some follower of the Rothes ’ 
‘No, by St Maiy,’ said another, ‘he is a follower of the 
aich-flend and ennobled clown, Halbert Glendmnmg, who takes 
the stylo of Arciiel — once a chuich-vassal, now a pillauer of 
the ohuich ’ 


‘tt 18 so,’ said a fourth, ‘I know him by the holly-spiig, 
which IB them cognisance Secure the dooi 5 he must answei 
101 tins insolence ’ 

•Two of &e plants, hastily drawing them weapons, passfed 
on to the door by which Roland had entered the haD, and 
stationed tliemeelves theio as if to prevent hie escape The 
others adTOiiced on Grame, who had just sense enough to 
pcmeiie that any attempt at lesistanco would be alike fruitless 
ana mprudent At once, and ly vaiious voices, none of which 
sounded amicably, the page was leqmied to say who he was, 

bjs/rmH and who sent him hithei 
fhe mim^ of tlie questions demanded of him at once afToidcd 

remammg sileTit, and eie that 
Imcf tiuca M ehq^ a personage entered the hall, at whose 

SffimJpMt fiercely around Roland fell 

^ tall man, whose dark hah was already anssled 

S you^ft ” retained all the aSmtim 

J he upper part of his person was undiessed to his 
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Hdlaud almt, whose ample folds weie stamcd with blood But 
ho woie a mootle of cnmson, hoed nith nek fur, cast around 
him, which supplied the deficiency of his diess On his head 
he liad a cnmson velvet bonnet^ looped up on one side with a 
small golden chain of many hnks^ which, going thnee lound 
the hat, ^vas fastened by a med^, ogroeable to the fashion 
amongst the giandces of the tune 

‘ T^om hare you heie, sons and kinsmen,’ said he, ‘aiouiid 
whom you ciowd thus loughly f Enow you not that the shcltei 
of this loof should secure every one fair tieatmeut who shall 
come hitlier eithei in fan peace or in open and manly 
hostility?' 

'But hcie, my loid,’ answered one of the youths, ‘is a knave 
who comes on tieacheious espial *’ 

‘I deny the charge,’ said Boland Gimme, boldly , 'I came to 
inquiie aftei my Loid Seytou ’ 

'A likely talc,’ onsweied his accusers, ‘m tlio mouth of a 
follower of Glendinmng ’ 

‘Stay, young men,' said the Loid Seyton, foi it was that 
nobleman himself, ‘let me look at tins youth By Heaven,^ it 
18 the TBiy same who came so boldly to my side not very many 
mmutos smee, when some of my own knaves bore thomselvos 
with moie respect to then own woishipful safety than to mine > 
Stand bock fiom him, for he well desones honom and a ftiendly 
welcome at your hands, instead of this rough treatment ’ 

The}' fell bade on all sides, obedient to^ Lord Seyton’s 
commands, who, taking Boland Girarae by the hand, thanked 
him foi his prompt and gallant assistance adding, that he 
nothing doubted ‘ the same mteiest which he had taken in his 
cause in the affray brought him hither to inquue aftei his 
hurt’ 


Boland bowed low m acquiescence 

‘ Or IS theie anything m which I can serve you, to diow my 
sense of youi leady gallantly t’ , , , , . 

But the page, thinking it best to abide by the apology iot 
his visit which the Lord Softon had so aptly himrolf su^iated, 
leuhed, ‘That tS be assur^ of his lorddnp’s sofety had iMon 
the only cause of his mtrusion He judg^,’ he added, 'ho baa 
seen him receive some hurt in the oSray ' j 

‘A tnfle,' said Loid Seyton , ‘I had but stripped my doublet, 
that the dhmirgeon might put some diessmg on 
sciotih, when these rash boys mtermpted us with tiieir 

clamour ' 
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fiom hin bonnet tlio goldou ofaam nnd medal, 'and acai it for 
my Hike ' 

With no little piide Roiiiiid Giiomo .icocptcd the gift, ahioh 
ho hastily faiitcncd around his bounoti as lie bad seen gallants 
ticar such nn ouinmcnt, and, lononing lus obcibance to the 
Ixiron, loft the hall, traversed tlio coiu^ and appealed in tbo 
street, just ns Adam Woodcock, resed and nimous at lus delay, 
lind dctci mined to Icaro the hoi'ses to then fate and go in 
quest of hib youthful oommdo ‘ Wliosc bam lust tlioii biokon 
iicstf bo csclainicd, gicntly reiior’cd by bis appeamnee, 
although his countonanco mdioatcd that ho bad poss^ tiuongb 
nil agitating bccno 

‘Ask me no qnostioiis,’ said fiolaud, leaping gaily on lire 
hoiso , ‘ hut boc hai> shoit tinio it takes to um a dioin of gold,' 
pointing to that uliicii ho non uoie 

'Non, God foibid that thou linst eithoi stolon itoricftit 
by sioloncc,’ said tbo falconet , ‘for, otbenviso, I wot not how 
llio devil thou conldst compass it 1 liavo beon often bote, ay, 
foi nioiithb nt .in end, and no one ga\o me eitliet cliain oi 


incd.ll ’ 

'Thou socst I have got one on shoitoi aoqnaintnnoo uiWi 
the city,’ ansMOiod the page, ‘but sot thine honest heart at 
lest that uhidi is fairly non ond freely given is noithra icft 

norslolon’ , „ , , ,, 

•Mnrrv, hang thee, uith thy fiinfniona'^ about thy nock' 
said tbo falcoiioi, 'I think uatei wdl not dioaii nor hemp 
stianglo thee Thou hast been disonrdod ns moody’s page, to 
come in agam os my lord’s sqmie, and, for folloumg n noble 
joniig damsel into some great household, tliou getst a otamn 
and medal, nheio nnotlioi uould linve had the baton araoss his 
shouldeis, if ho missed lia>ing tlio dirk m lire body But hme 
MO come m liont of the old abbqr Beat thy gtwd luck uitli 
jou ulien you cross these p.rved stones, and, by Oui Lady, jou 

may brag Scotland ’ . i, i «ij 

As ho spoke, they chocked then hoisos, ulmie the huge old 
vaulted entaanoe to tbo Abbey oi Pnto of Holyiood lao^ 
the termination of the street doivn yhich they 
The comtvttid of the pnlaco opened -Bitliin this gloomy poic , 
dimirg S front of an mo^ilar pile of monastic bmldmgs, 
ono umg of uliioh is stiU evtant, foimmg a port of the modern 

n^occ. erected in the days of Ohniles I 
^ ^tho gate of the porch the faloonei and page resigned their 

* 6bo Kola 14 » 
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hoises to the senmgwn m ottendimai, tbe falconer com- 
mandng hmi, mth an air of antbontj', to cany them safol}’ to 
tba stables ‘We Mon,’ be said, *tbe £mgbt of Arenel 
We must bear onrselTos for rrbat we are herei’ said bo m a 
whisper to Boland, ‘for ereiy one bine is looked on as they 
demean tbemselTes, and he that is too modest mnst to tbcnali, 
as the pioTetb says, tboisfoie, cock thy bonnet, man, and let 
us bim the cansenay brarelT ’ 


Assummg, tbemfoie, an air of consequence corresponding 


uu uw uuubCA B liupugutuuu uUU qunillivi 

Adam Woodcock led the way into tbe conrfynnl of the Palare 
oflolymod 
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the injuries he had uifiicted on. hts neighbours , the plundered 
fnuiklin, i»ho came to seek Tengeance for that irhich he had him* 
self received Besides, there ttss the mustering and disposition 
of guards and soldiers ; the despatching of messenger^ and the 
receiving them, the tmmplmg and neighing of horses rdthout 
the gate, the dashing of arms, and rustling of plumes and 
Jingling of spurs, vrithm it In short, it was tlmt gay and 
splendid confusion m which the eye of youth sees all that 
is brave and bnlhant, and that of experience mnch that i<, 
doubtful, deceitful, falser and hollow — ^hopes that will never be 
gratified, promises which will never be fulfilled, pnde in the 
disguise of huimhty, and insolence m that of frauk and 
generous bounty. 

As, tired of the eager and enmptured attention which 
the page gave to a scene so new to him, Adam Woodcock 
cudeavouxm to get him to move forward, before his exuberance 
of astouishment should attract tiie observation of the sharp- 
witted denizens of the court, the falconer himself became an 
object of attention to a gay memal m a dark-green bonnet and 
feather, with a doak of a oorrespondmg colour, laid down, as 
the phrase then went, six broad bm of sdver kce, and 
welted with violet and sdver The words of recogmtion burst 
from both at once ‘What • Adam Woodcock at court I' and 
‘What* Michael Wmg-the-Wmd — ^and how runs the hackit 
greyhound hitch now 

‘ The wanr for the wear, like ourselves, Adam, — eiirht vears 
this grass— -no four legs will cany a dog for ever, hutwe’fceep 
her for the breed, and so sbe 'scapes Border doom. But whv 
stand you gazmg there 1 I promise you, my lord, has wished fw 
you, and asked for you ’ 

‘My Lord of Murray asked for me, and he Begcnt of the 
mngdom too '* said Adam *1 hunger and thnst to pay mv 
duty to my good lord , but I famy his good lotdsbip remembe^ 
the toy s sport on Camwath Moor j and my Drununeltier falcon 
ttot Wt the hawks from the Isle of Man, and won his lordship 
a himdr^ crowns from the Southern baron whom they called 

QULTilej' ^ ^ 

‘ Nay, not to flatter thee^ 
remembers nonght of tiiee, o: 
flown many a higher flight smi 
But come— come hither away 
rades on the old score.’ 

‘ What ' ' said Adam, ‘you would have me crush a pot with 


Adam,’ said Ms court fneud, ‘he 
c of thy falcon eitiier. Ho hath 
ee that, and struck his Quarry too 
, I trust we ore to he.good com- 
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>«>u ? )>ijfc I juiist firol: dibmso of inj cja*), T»heio lie %\ill neithci* 
ha\o gill to cliaso noi Jaa lo dran baord u|ion ’ 

* 1b tlio yonngbtcr Mich a ono f * baid Michael 

‘A}, hy mj hood, ho flies atnll game,' lophed M*oodcook 

^ ‘Then hud he better come uitli nB,’ baid Alichael "Wing-Uic- 
Miiid , ‘for wo uniiot have n proper caroiibc jubt now, only I 
would wet mj lips, and bo mubt you I want to hcai the news 
from St Maiy’s Ixiforo you see inj lord, and I will let you 
Know how tlie wind bits up yonder' 

MHiilo he thub hpokc, ho Ictl Uic way to a side dooi which 
opened into tho court, and tiiioading set era] dark paesagos 
with tho an of one who knew tho most Bcorot recesses of the 
]>alicu, conducted tliem to a bmall matted chambci, where ho 
Jiktccd lirtmd and chccbo and a foaming flagon of ale before the 
falconer and hib young corapanion, who immediately did jnstieo 
Ui tho lattci 111 a hc.iity draught, which nearly' emptied tho 
nieasnro H.iting drawn his breath, and dashed the fioth fiom 
his whisker,, lie obsened, tlut lits miMcty foi the boy' had made 
hun deadly dry 

‘Mend your draught,' said his hospitable fnend, again 
supplying tho flagon from a pitcher which stood beside *‘1 
know the way to the buttory-lair And now, mind what I bay' 
This inormiig the Pilar] of Morton came to my lord m a mighty 
chafe ' 

‘MTiat’ they keep tho old friendship, then?' said tVood- 
cock 

'Ay, ay', man, wliatolscf’ said kficluicl, 'one hand must 
scraton the other But in a mighty chafe was my Lord of 
klorton, who, to say truth, looketh on such occasions alto^hcr 
uncanny, and, as it were, fiendish , and he says to my lord — fm 
I was ui tho chamber taking orders about a cast of hawks that 
aic to be fetched from Dnniaway , tlioy' matdi your loiig-w’inged 
fakoni^ fnend Adam ' 

‘I will behose that wben 1 see them Ayr as higli a pitch,' 
icplicd Woodcock, this professional obscr\,ibon forming a soil 
of parenthesis 

‘Howoccr,’ said Micbacl, pursuing Ins fcdo, ‘my Lord of 
Morton, m a mighty chafe, asked my Lord Regent whether ho 
waswcll dealt with—“Foi my laotlicr,” and ho, “should hnso 
had a gift to be commendator of Kennaquhnu, and to have all 
the tomporahtics erected into a lordship of regality fm ms 
benefit, and here,” said he, "the falso monks base had wo 
insolence to choose a new abbot to put Ins claim in my bi others 
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and, moreover, the lOBCahty of the neighbonrhood have 
burnt and plundered all that ivos left in the abbey, &o tlmt my 
brother iiill not hare a house to d'fcell m vhon he hath ousted 
tlie lazy hounds of pnests ” And my lo^d, seeing him chafed, 
said mildly to him, “These are shread tidings, Douglas but 
1 tiust they be not tiue , foi Halbert Gleudinmng vent soutb- 
vard yesterday 11 ith a band of speais, and assuiemy, had eithei , 
of tlicsc chances happened, that the monks had presumed to 
choose an abbot, or that the abbey had been burnt, as you say, 
he liad taken oidei on the spot fbi the punishment of such 
insolence, and had despatched us a messengci ” And the Hail of 

Morton replied Now I puy you, Adam, to notice that I say 

this out of loro to you and youi lord, and also foi old comrade- 
bliip, and also because Sii Halbert hath done me good, and 
may again , and also bccaube I love not the Earl of Morton, 
as indeed moio foai than like him — so then it vrere a foul deed 
m j-ou to betray mo —“But,” said the Earl to the Regent, 
“take heed, mj’ lord, you trust not this Gleiidmnmg too far 
lie comes of churih blood, irhich was never tiue to Gie nobles " 
By St Andrez, these were his veiy words “ And besides,” ho 
Mid, “ho liatli a brothei a monk m St Mary’s, and walks all 
by his guidance, and is making fnonds on the Bolder with 
Bueolcuch and with Femieherst,* and will join hand inth 
them, w^ theio likelihood of a now world " And my loid 
answeied, like a free noble loid as he is • “Tush 1 my Lord of 

1 ?”*’ V foi Glendinnmg's faith, and for his 

Drothei, he is a dicamor, that thinks of nought but book and 
inovmiy , and if such hap have chanced as you tell of, I look 

Morton left the place, and, as it seemed to me. 
fcomewlmt malcontent But since that tune my lord has asked 

horn the Knight of Aveuel And all this I have told you that 

blanked thfliSr SS S SnnTSl'*®?'"" 
mnforcement which ? “I"*® 

tbehonyta altof ^ «ceivcdfiom 
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\tas it lie said about a cborl’s head, tiuit gnm Lord 
of Moiton?’ said the disconcerted ialooner to his fiieud 

‘Nay, it my Lord lli^eiit, -nho said that he expected, if 
the abbey vos injuied, 3 our kuight Mould send him the head 
of the nnglcadei among the noten> ’ 

‘Na}', but IS this done like a good Piotestant,’ said Adam 
liVoodcock, ‘or a true Lord of the Congr^tum? IVe used to 
be then irhite-boja and darlings vhen 11 e pulled doun the 
convents in Fife and Pcrthshiie ‘ 

‘ Ay, but that)' said IklichacI, ‘ m os m hen old mothei Borne held 
her oiru, and her [the] great folksu eie determined she should have 
no shelter for liei head in Scotland But, non that the pnests 
are fled in all quarters, and then houses and lands aie gnen 
to our grandees, they cannot see that «e are uorkiug the uoik 
of rcfomution in destroying the palaces of zealous Protestants ’ 
‘ But I tell you St itery ’s is not destroyed ' ’ said AVoodcock, 
in incieasuig agitation, ‘some trash of painted Mindows there 
■were broken — things that no nobleman could have brooked in 
his house, some stone saints \iere brought on then ntarroM- 
bones, like old Widdnngton at Chevy Chase , but as for fiie- 
niising, there uas not so much as a hghted Innt amongbt'u^ 
sivo the match uhich the dragon had to bght the burning tom 
Mithal, irhich he uas to spit against St George, nay, I had 
c.mtioii of that ’ 

‘How ' Adam Woodcock,’ said his comrade, ‘I trust thou 
h.idst no hand in such a fair work! Look 3011, Adam, ^ 
loth to temfy 30U, and 3'ou just come from a journey , but I 
promise 3 on, Earl Morton hath brought 3 ou doun a 
from Habfav, you ncier sau the like (rf her, and sbell cl^ 
Tou loimd the neck, and 3-onr head will remam m her arms 
‘Pshaw •’ answcied Adam, ‘I am too old to hap 
turned by any maiden of them all I know my Lt^ of 
Mill go as far for a buxom lass as any one, but a hat the dim! 
took hun to Halifax all the way! and if he has got a gamestei 

there, what hath she to do with my head!’ 

^mneh'’ answered Michael ‘ Herod s daughter, who 

did such executipn with her foot and 

off more deanly than this maiden of Morton Tis an 
aS^-an axe which falls of itself hke a sash window, and 

never gives the headsman the trouble to r^d It 

•By my faitli. a shiewd dciice.^ said Woodcock, ‘Hcrncn 
keep ns fiee on’t ' ’ 
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The jugc, teeing no end to tlie con^orsition Ixsfcneen these 
t\io old couiTsides, and ansiovu^ fwm \iliat ho h.id hcdid, con- 
cenung the fate of the ahbot, now mtermpted their confeienee 
* ‘Mcthinks,’ he said, 'Adam Woodcock, thou hadst better 
dclner thy master’s letter to the Begent, questionless he hath 
tlicrem stated a hat has chanced at Eennaquhair, m the way 
most adsautagoous for all concerned ’ 

'The boy is right,’ said Michael Wing-the-Wind, ' my lord 
mil be scry iinimtieiit’ 

"Tlic child hath snt enough to keep himself warm,’ said 
\dAiii Woodcock, predncing from his hawkmg-hag his lord's 
letter, addrcvied to the Esrl of Murray, ‘ and for that mattei so 
bsie I So, Master Roland, you mil ecn please to present this 
jourmlf to the Lord Bcgcnt , his presence mil he better graced 
liy a young page tliau by an edd falconer ’ 

‘Well said, canny Yorkahuc'’ replied his fnend, 'and but 


now you acre so earnest to ego out good lord ' Why, wouldst 
thou put tho lad into tho noose that thou mayst tether 
thyself 1 or dost thou think the maiden wiH clasp his fair 
jnuM neck more mllingly than thy old sunburnt weasandl’ 
Go to,' aimcred the fdooner, ‘thy mt towers high an it 
wuld strike the quany. I tell thee, the youth has nought to 
ter h(. had nothing to do a ith the gambol A rare gambol it 
ans Michael, as madMiaescr played , and I bad made as rare 
a biUad, if ao had bad the luck to get it sung to an end But 
mum fw that— toce, as I said before, is Latin for a candle 
• 1 " P*f«we, and I aill lemam here, with 

^ strike the spurs up to the rowd-he^ds, m 
« e the haak flics my way I mil soon put Soltra T^«- 
1 h lant tho B^cnt and me, if ho means me less than fan play ’ 

k canny Yorkshire ’ So sa^g he 

liill GmiiJmS they ^cUi^Wel’ by 

same time so low as to ^”®d, and at the 

they ind Ascended aLt 

tmide stopped aside, and nuA«i «ragftt«of one story, the 

« '«>•. 1-.. M tj's 
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Ii&loued — ‘ take heed, my young fneud, for those vrho fall on 
those boards seldom use again Seest thou tiiat,’ he added, m 
a still lovei toicc, pointing to some diUk ciimson stains on the 
flooi, oil \ihieh d lay of light, diot through a small apeiinm, 
and trarcrBUig tlic general gloom of the apartment, fell itildi 
mottled ladianco — ' seest thou tiiat, youthl Walk vonly, foi 
men ha\c fallen hcie befoio jou * 

' AVhat mean yonf’ said the page^ his flesh cieeping, thougl! 
ho scaicc know why ‘Is it blc^ f ' 

‘ Av, ay,’ said the domcstio, m tlio same ‘whispering tone, and 
dmgging the youth on hy the atm ‘Blood it is — but tins is 
no time to question, or even to look at it ‘Blood it i^ foully 
and fcaifnlly shed, as foully and fearfully avenged The 
blood,' be added, m a still more cautious tone, ‘of Seignoi 
Da\ id ' 

Bn1nn«t Grtemo’s heart throbbed when he found himself so 
iine\peotodly in tho socno of Eizsio’s slaughtel — a catastrophe 
whieli liad chilled with lioiror all even m that lude ag^ which 
had been the theme of wondei and pity through every cottage 
and castle in Scotland, and had not escaped that of Aveqel 
But Ills guide huiiiod him foiw'ord, penmttmg no furthei 
question, and wilh tlie manner of one who has already tampered 
too miidi with a dangerous subjoot A tap which he mde at 
a low dooi at one end of the vestibule w'as answered by a 
hnissior, oi uslior, who, opening it cautiously, received Mchad’s 
that a page waited the Regent’s leisure, who brought 

letters from tho Knight of Avorml 

•The council is bieaking up,’ said tho usher, 'but give me 
the packet, his Grace the Regent will piesently see the 


'The packet,’ lophed the page, ‘must bo deliveled into the 
Rceont’s own hands , such weie the orders of my master 
The usher looked at him from head to foot, as if surpnsea 
at his boldness, and then replied, with some os^ly, 

so my young mastei? Thou crow est loudly to bo but a chicken, 

can do moi-e than crow , but do youl duty, and let the Rogent 

Thouart^t^^ert knave to toll me of my duty,’ said toe 

oourSer mTffioe , ‘U I wdl find a to 

out of yours , meanwhile, wait thole till yon are uohted So 

saying, ho shut the do* m Roland’s face 
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lliclmcl Wnig-tho-Wind, «ho had shrunk fiom his youthful 
cohipjniou dunng this alteieation, accoiding to the sstablished 
nia\im of courtieis of all ranks, and in all ages, now transgiessed 
their prudential line of conduct so fiir as to come up to him 
once moic ‘Tiiou art a hopeful young Epnngald,’ said he, 
'and I sec nght well old Yoikshno liad reason lu his caution 
Tliou hast been fire minutes in the court, and hast employed 
th} time Ml well os to make a powerful and a moital enemy 
of the uslier of the council-chamber Why, man, you might 
almost as well liaie offended the deputy butlei 

‘I care not what he is,* said Boland Gneme, ‘1 will teach 
w homol cr I speak with to speak anlly to me m letmu I did 
not come from Aicuol ta be biowbeaten m Holyiood ’ 

'Bn«o,mj lad •’ said Michaol, * it is a fine spmt if you can 
hold It , but sec, the door opens ’ 

Tlic udicr appeared, and, m a more civil tone of voice and 
manner, said that his Grace the Regent would reoen e the Knight 
of Aveud’h message , and acomdingly mardialled Boland 
the war into the apartment, fiom which the council had been 
]ii«* dismm'd, after fimslung then- consultabona There was 
in the lOOTi a long oaken table, surrounded hj stools of the 
amicw^, with II laigo elbow -ebatr, covered wrth enmson velvet 
at the head Writing materials and papers wore lymg there m 
appuent , and one oi two of the pnvy-counmllora who 
a I then cloaks bonnets, and swoids. 

a We departmg slowly by 

nlaigcdooi.on the opposite side to that tlmough which the 
page cutewd Apparently the Earl of Murray hifd mdfsome 

of eountenaircos of the statesmen evuressed 
that Mirt of conlial reception which is naid bv 
condcsccndnig plcasantncs of a prmee ^ ^ “"rtnas to the 

dark miner ofaSSmd ^ 

•a*^t a stone j in the roune nf n « wl“oh a traveller has 
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aliiin><t all tli<* noWc qiMlitir*. n)jM» urtil.l j.tti.i. 15. * f t» 
he cpjojcd and lud he >-u«ie<l>4 tn tl.*' ilinnn' an Iin ! ,«•. 
Bwte inlioritance, it i- pmh ihle Im xioiiKl hatt If.'ii nvirlid 
one of Scot! md’i. wi-e^t and «rrt*est him:* But t5.»i he he* * 
hii Huthont;! ht the dojyi«it on ••nd iin[>Ti'0'ini< nt >»f his ‘s‘ti r 
and liencfactross wi<i .i enme nhith oiiU um cv »i \ h<> 
tliink ambition an it]iolo<Q for iiiinntiindo *!!i' vis dn* --1 
plaitih 111 hhick relict, after the riemisli ni.l a.isv in 

his liijtli cmaiKyl liitnjoaflK>dclu.p nliiili lix.ji-d it npiMonn 
side, and foniicd the onh nminient of hii nppinl. Ih* h I 
Ins iKinianl b> Ins side, and hi*( snonl l.ii on ll.e lotnail t d>'< 
Such M.W the porsoiiapo Inifore ahoiii Itoliiid tir'iw i i 
pro.sciiUsl liiinsplf, w ith a feclint: of briMthirs*! nw e, \ i r . dilli n «it 
irom tlionsml lmldiie«s and M\<uitv of hi> Miijsr la f.ii!, 
ho uas fioin (KliiCiitioii and iiittitt>, forw.inl, but itO lltl{•t|d•*al 
.iiid ana tiineh more ei'.ih coiitrolliyl bi the tuned Mi|»n"riii, 
arising from the cle\at>yl t.ilciit>i and niio«ii of thn •> vith 
ahoni he isnitrivxl, thni hv |ia>tcnsmiis foinidisl onh on ? I'd 
or cttoiiinl show He might ha^obnni'/l aith I'liliib’r'iii'e il.e 
prosciicu of an r trl, iiicu h distingnihlHHl bj his bidt and < oroact , 
hut ho foil mcpiwcd in tint of tho oinniiiit MiJdin •nid 
m'lii, the aioldor of a nation's power, iiiitl the l< i>hr of Inr 
nmnos The greatest .nid wiv>«t ins' !l'iHi”Xfl lo thed<f(tiitt» 
of south, ro gnteeful ami liecoiiinig in iisetf an I Mi'rrn ti»)! , 
with «in(h loiirfesv, lheI»tl*T from tin’ hand «i lie a! i-hisl 
.Hid hliisiniig IMge, and iinii\ere<l with <■l.ll|•^<l iiin* !•> lb* ini 
perfect and half nmtUrid gns'tni" vJikIi he ♦iid*'ii>mrisl to 
•leliK r Iniii on the p in of hir Hallien of \ md lli > u n 
jiaiised a moiiifiit cn* lie hrole ih' mIK s.tth v hull tin l•*t^^ 
w rt M’cnnyl, to Bik the jnge h|s name, >■» imuh lu win ’t»*'il 
with his \ers hniid'oiiie frit nriM and form 

'liolind (Jnih.iiii,’ he • ml, lajieiting thi> sonli aftir th* 
hi’iit.iting fsige, • »h it, of the firih'iin-i of the I • niios t' 

‘Xo, im hinl,' rcjihisl H»lind, ‘ins jnrenl dwiU tti lie 
I»ehiti sbli* I. iiid ' 

Miirr.ij mile no r.(rttMT iiH|uin , but pro's b I f,, n id he' 
d> 'patelu'i, dnijiip the jn'ni"-.! «f sthuli he. hr» '• 

assnnii' a •■teni esnri»>s|iiii of di'phssun. •' lint "f o’le s bo 
found MMiiethini! wliirh .it mue mriirn.il .ifd dis"iitu I hm 
111 s,ite doi.n on the iieir.’t «t, frown*'! till i. " *s*'*'nii » 
nlroirtt inil t*>"i*tlir, r. id tlm htt>T Iwi.'e i>s«r. .ii. ! s e th* i 
«i}ent forKsinil inmiit*" \i IfiipiKri*"!*,-' 1.!» h ’d, hi- 
fne.imit.nsl tint ..f lie ndi r, wle. i-i i.i ii ‘teh ii'.'i: I »-» 
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nvnliiingn the look of eager aud ouiioub obseivation vrith 'nhich 
he had been perusing the Begcnifb featmcb for that open 
aud nnnoticmg oxpicssion of countenance 'nhich, in looking 
at all, seems as if it san aud maikcd nothing — a cast of 
look nhich may be practised nith advantage by all those, of 
whatever dcgice, who aie admitted to witness the fanuliai 
and unguarded liomis of their siipenors Gicai men aie as 
jeelons of then thoughts os the wife of Kuig Oandaules 
was of bei chnrm^ and will as readily ptmish those who 
have, howerci invdluntaiily, beheld them in mental dishabille 
and exposure 

'Leave the apartment, Hjoidmon,' said the Regent, sternly, 
‘and caiiy yoiu observafaon elsewhcic You aie too kiiowmg, 
sir, fm youi post, winch, by special otdei, is destined foi men 
of blunter capacity So ' now you look moio like a fool than 
you did (foi Eyndman, as may easily be supposed, was not 
a littio disconcerted by this lebuke) , keep tliat confused stare, 
and It may keep youi office Begone, su ' ' 

The ushci departed m dismay, not forgettmg to register, 
amongst his other causes of dislike to Roh^ Gimme, that ho 
had been the witness of this disgracefbl chiding When lio 
had left the apaitmcnt, the Regent agom addiessed the page 

‘Yom name you say is Atm^ongJ’ 

replied Roland, ‘my name is Gisoine^ so plcoso you — 
Boimd Gneme, whose forhearB were designated of HeatheiEilL 
m the Dcbatcahlo Land ’ ° ’ 


tr ^ “ ““““ the Debateablo Land, 

mst thou any acquaintances here m Edmbiugh J ’ 

‘Jfy lorf,' replied Rdand, rilling rather to evade this ones- 

n finn.f1 f./! nmoTi m vA M .i.t _ * ^ 



the firat tune m my life ‘ 

RoS“^' “'^^“’^Sir Halbert Glendinmng'spagol' said the 
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What hast thou been taught, young man, lu tliy douchtr 
apprenticeship 1’ •’ 

‘To hunt, my lord, and to hank,' said Boland Gnome 
‘To hunt coneys, and to hank at ousels J’ said the Bsgent, 
smilmg , ‘foi such aie the sports of ladies and their follonets ' 
Groeme’s cheek reddened deeply as he replied, notnithout 
some emphasis ‘To hunt red-deer of the first head, and to 
strike down herons of the highest soai, my lord, which, in 
Lothian speech, may be termed, for aught I knoa, conejs and 
ousels , also, I can meld a brand and couch a lance, according 
to our Border meaning, m inland qpeech these may be termed 
water-fiags and bulrushes ‘ 

‘Thy i^eech imgs hke metal,’ said the Begenl^ ‘and I 
pardon the sharpness of it fbr the truth Thou knoacst, then, 
rihat belongs to the duty of a man-atannsr 

‘So &r as eteicise can teach it^ mthout real sernce in the 
field,’ ansneied Boland Gnsme, ‘but our kmght permitted 
none of his household to moke raids^ and I nem had the good 
foitune to see a stricken field * 

‘The good foitune < ’ repeated the Begeut, smihng someahat 
sorrowfully, ‘Inke my word, young man, war is the only game 
from which hoth parhes use loseis ' 

‘Not always, my lord,’ answered tlie page^ with lus cbamctcr- 
istic audacity, 'if fome speaks taruth ’ 

‘How, sir?’ said the Begent, coloming m lus turn, and 
perhaps suspecting an mdismcet allusion to the height which 
^ himself had attained by the hap of mi’ll woi 

'Because, my lord,’ said Boland Gneme^ without change of 
tone, ‘ho who fights well must Lave fame m life or honour in 
death , and so war is a game from which no one can use a 
loser ’ 

The Begent smiled and shook his head, when at that 
moment the door opened, and the Bail of hloiton prcEcntcd 
himself 

*I come somewhat hastily,’ ho said, 'and I enter unan- 
nounced, because my nowe aio of weight It is as I said 

]E!dwHrd Glendiqfung is named abbot, and * 

‘ Hush, my lord ' ’ said the Regent, ‘ I know it, but ' ^ 

‘And perhapa jou knew it before I did, my Loid of Miiiraj,’ 
answered Morton, his dark rod brow growing darker and redder 
as he spoke * 

‘Morton,’ said Murray, ‘suspect me not — tmich not mine 
honour, I have to auflor enough from the calumnies of foes. 
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let mo not have to contend -witii the unjust suspicions of my 
fiionds Wo aio not alone,' said he^ leoolleotuig himself, 'or 
I could tell thee moie ’ 

He led Morton mto one of the deep embiasmes -which ihc 
wmdowB formed in the maasire wall, and which afforded a 
ictmug-ploce foi then conweising apart In this lecess, Boland 
obson'cd them spealc togethei with much earnestness Munny 
appearmg to be grave and eiuuest^ and Morton having a jealous 
and offended an, which seemed giadually to give way to the 
assumnees of tlic Bcgent 

As their conveisation giew moie earnest, they became gradu- 
ally loudei m speech, bavmg perhaps forgotten the presence of 
the page, the moie readily as lus position in the apartment 
placed him out of sight, so tlmt ho found himself unwillingly 
pnvy to moie of their discourse than he caied to hcai Foi, 
mge though ho was, a mean curiosity aftei the seciets of others 
had novel been uumbeied amongst Roland’s failings, and, moie- 
over, with all lus natural rawness, he could not but doubt tlie 
safety of becoming pnvy to the secret discourse of these power- 
ful and dreaded men Stall, ho could ncitbei stop his ears nor 
with propnety leara the apartment, and while ho thought of 
some means of siguifjing lus presence, he bad already heard so 
much that to have produced himself suddenly would hnvo been 
as awkwaid, and perhaps as daugeions, as m quiet to abide 
the cud of their confcieuce l^liat he oveiheaid, howeiei, was 
hut au unpeifect jiait of their communication , and although 
a moie c\pert politician, acqiuunted with the cucumstanccs of 
the times, would have had little difficulty m tmciug tlio meau- 
ing, yet Ronald Grosme could only form veiy general and lagnc 
conjectures as to the impoi-t of their discourse 

^11 IS pcpaicd,' said Murray, ‘and Lmdesay is setfang for- 
ward She must hesitate no longer, thou scest I act by thy 
counsel, and harden myself agauist softei considerations ’ 

‘Tiue, my lord,’ replied Morton, ‘m what is neccssaiy to 
gun power yon do not hesitate, but go boldly to tlie mark 
But nio^u as coioful to defend and pesene what you have 
won? Why this cstahlislimcnt of domestics uround her 7 Hus 
not your sister men and maidens enough to*tend her, but jou 
mu^courant to tins supei&uous and dangeious letmuel’ 

Foi sli^e, Morton • a piiuccs^ and my sister, could I do 
less than allow hei due tcudauoef’ 

‘Ay,’ raplied Morton, ‘even thus flj' all your shafts — smartly 
enough loosened from the bow, and not unskilfuUy n.m«/ 
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bat a bioath of foohsb afibobon Qvot oiosscs m tho mid 10 U 07 , 
and Bways tho oraov fiom tbe miuk ’ 

'Say not bo* Moitou ■’ icpliod Munay, ‘1 bavo both dared 
and done ’ 

‘Yos, enough to goitii bat not enough to keep; leokon not 
that sho vdl think and act thus You hare aouuded her deeply 
both in piide and in poiror^ it signifies nought that yon aoiild 
tent nenv the irouiid erith unavailing salves as mattcis stand 
ivith you, you must foifoit tho title of an afibotiouato biothci, 
to hold that of a bold and determined statesman ' 

‘Morton > ’ said Muiniy, with some impatieuci^ ' I broific not 
those taunts, what I have done I liavc done, eliat I must 
faitlun do^ I must and will , but I am not mode of iron hko 
thee, and I cannot but lomombci Enough of this — mj pui- 
pobo holds ’ 

'And I wanaat me,’ said Morton, ‘the choice of these 

domestic consolations will lest with * 

Hole ho whispered names which escaped Boland (rianno's 
ear Mmiay replied m a siimlai tone, but so mnch nuaod 
towards tho condusion of the sentence that tho page hcaid 
these woids — 'And of him I hold myself seonre* by Glendin- 
umg's lecommendation ’ 

‘Ay, which moy bo os muoh trubtaorthy as his late conduct 
at the Abbey of St Maly’s 3 'ou have boaid that his brothei^ 
election has takou place Youi favounte Sii Halboit, my Loid 
of Murray, liaja as much fiatoruol affbotion ob yombdf ’ 

‘By Heavem, Moiton, that taunt domnuded an unfriendly 
answer, but I paidon it, foi yoia hrotlier also is ooncOTied ; 
but thw eleotion sliall ho aunullod I tell you, Bail of Moiton, 
while I hold the swoid of state m my roj’ul noiihew’s name, 
norther loid noi knight in Scotland shaU dispute my anthorit> , 
and if I beai with insults bom my fiiends, it is only while I 
know them to ho such, and foigivo then foUies foi tlioir faith- 


Tirnifam mutteicd what seemed to bo some mouse, and too 
Bosent aiiBweied him m a mildei tone, and toon Bubjoinca, 
‘ B^des, I liave another pledge toon Glondiniinig’b 
ation fOT this yoiith’B fidelity ba uoaicst lolatno lias pla^ 
hei m my Lid, as I.18 Lmrty, to bo dealt wntoal os Ins 

Morto, 

and Bood-will, I mubt BtiUpray j'ou to keep on yo^i guaw 
Tho foes are sturmg again, us hoiso-fl«os and hemots become 
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busy 80 soon as l^e storm-blast is over George of Seyton Tras 
otossmg the cansevay this morning mtb a sooro of men at his 
back, and had a ruffle nith my fncnds of the house of Leidie . 
they met at tihe Tron, and ivere fighting bard, rrheu the provost, 
nith his guard of partisans, came in tbirdsmaa, and staved 
them asundei mth their halberds, as men part dog and hoar ’ 

' He hath my order for such mterforence,’ said the Regent 
‘ Has any one been hurt!’ 

‘ George d! Seyton hunself, by black Ralph Leslie , the deni 
take the rapier that ran not through from side to side < Ralph 
lias a bloody coxcomb, by a blov from a messan page vrhom 
nobody knew , Dick Seyton of Wmdygowl is run through the 
arm , and tvro gallants ^ the Leslies !^ve suffered phlebotomy 
This IS all the gentle blood which has betm spilled m the revel, 
but a yeoman or two on both sides have had bones broken and 
cots cropped The hostler-wrves, who are hke to be the only 
losers by their miscarriage, have dragged the knaves off the 
sheet, and are crying a dninken coronach over them ’ 

‘You tdketit lightly, Douglas,’ said the Regent , ‘ these broils 
and feuds would shame the capital of the Great Turk, let alone 
that of a Obiistian and Reformed state But, if I hvc, this gear 
shall bo amended , and men shall say, when they read my stoiy, 
that if it were my cruel hap to nse to power by the dethrone- 
ment of a sister, I employed it, when gained, foi the benefit of 
the commonweal ’ 


'And of yoiu fi lends,’ rephed Morton, ‘wherefore I trust 
for your instant order annulling the election of this lurdano 
abbot, Edward Glenduming ’ 

‘You shall he piesently satisfied,' said the Regent, and, 
snnwng forward, he began to caQ 'So ho^ Hruidman i’ when 
TOddenly his eye hghted on Roland Gnome ‘By my faith, 
Douglas,’ said he, turning to his fnend, ‘heic haw been three 
. at counsel!’ 


‘the 


*Ay, hut only two can keep coimsel,’ sard Morton, 
gaUiard must be disposed of ’ 

I Morton— an orphan hoyl Hearken thee, mr 

curia Thou hast told me some of thy accoiralishments — canst 
thou speak truth t’ 

“y replied Grasme 

wi 1^1 serve thy turn now,’ sard the Regent, ‘andfalso- 
hoM shall be thy destruction How much hast thou heoid or 
unflorstood of what we two have spoken togethei !’ 

Bul- little^ my lord/ i^lied Boland Gneme^ boldly, 'TFhich 
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met my dpprebensioti, saving tha6 it seemed to mo as if in 
Kunething jon doubt^ the faith of the Xuight of Avenei, 
under uhose loof I ^raa nurtuied * 

‘And what hast t^u to say on that point, young maiif' 
contmued the fiegent^ bending his eyes upon him tntb a keen 
and strong expression of observation 

‘That,’ said the page, ‘depends on the gnahty of those uho 
speak against his honom whose bread I hare long eaten If 
they be my mfonois, I say tliey he, and will numtam uhat 1 
say with my baton, if my equals sfoll I say they he, and uill 
do battle in the qnaiid, if they list, with my sivord, if my 


Biipenois ne pausea 

‘Proceed boldly,* said the Ecgent ‘ Wliat if thy supeiiois 
said aught that ncaily toudied yom master's honoui J ’ 

‘I would say,' leplied Gimme, ‘that he did ill to slandei the 
and that my master was a man who could render nn 
account of bis actions to any one who should monfnlly demand 
it of him to hia feco ’ ^ 

‘And it weie manfully said,* leidied the Begent What 
tlunkest thou, my Lord of Morton?^ 

‘I think,’ replied Morton, ‘tlint if the young galhaffl 
lesemble a certain ancient fiiend of oius as much m the emit 
of hia disnositiou as ho docs m eye and m biou, theio may bo 
a wide diflbionce botwi-rt what he means and what he speaks 
‘And whom meanest thou that he losembles so olosdyl 

*** ‘Even the true and trusty Juhon AToncl,’ lephcd Jloiton 
‘But this youtii belongs to the Dobateable Laud, said 

^^t^may be so, but Julian was an outlying stiikei of 
venison, and made many a fai cast when he had a f.in doe in 

said the Begent, ‘ttiw is but idle talk Heic, 
thou Hyndmaa— thou ouiiosity,’ calling to the ushei, n?” 
onteiod; ‘ conduct this youth to his companion 1 on w ill bot^ 
he sold to Gnane, ‘keep yomselves ni loading 
short notioe ’ Ani tbea motioning to him conrtoouob 
diaw, he broke up the mtemew 
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It u imd u not— 'tis the tiung 1 sought for, 

Hmo hneel’d for, ^j'd for, risk'd my iiime and life for. 
And yet it is no^no moro than the shadow 
Upon tho hard, cold, flat, and pohsh’d mmor 
Is tho Harm, gracefiil, nnmded, Imng auhstanee 
'Wlaoh it presents in fonn and lineament. 

Old mu 


The mto, \tith gravity tihich ill concealed a jealous scowl, 
conducted Roland Gneme to a loner apartment, where he 
found his comrade the falconer The man of office then briefiy 
ac^uamted them that this would be their residence till his 
Grace’s further orders , that they were to go to the pantry', to 
the butteiy, to the cellar, and to the kitchen, at the usual 
hours, to receive the allowances becoming their station — 
mstruotums which Adam Woodcock's old familianly with 
the court made him peifeoilT undeistand ‘For your bed^’ 
he said, ‘you must go to ttie hostel^ of St Midiacl's, in 
respect the palace is now full (rf the domestics of the greater 
nobles ’ 


No was tho usher’s hack turned than Adam ejailaimed, 

with all the glee of eager ounosrty, ‘And now, Mastei Roland, 
Hie news — ^the ne\vsj come, unbutton thy pouch save ■os 
toy tidmffl R’hat says the Regent? Asks he for Adam 
Woodcock? And is all soldered up, or must toe Abbot of 

Ull¥GQ.SCttl sfmti fra* tf. 9 * 


‘AH 18 weR in l^t quartei,’ said toe page, ‘and foi the 

® Tmegar-faced rogue 

uaavn. ^ uiquue what Popish tran^m you were 

weamm By the n^ the metal would have h^ co^ifiseatS 

tflWAA fiffi 9A m -m _ ** 
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of shoe-buckles Tins comes of canymg Popidi mckmickcts 
about you ’ 

‘The jade I’ esdoimed Boland Gianne, ‘has she melted 
down my rosaiy mto buckles foi her clumsy hoo^ uhich will 
set ofif such a ganudi neaily as woH as n cow's might? But^ 
hang hei, let hei ke^ them j many a dog's tuck hai e I j^ayed 
old Liliae^ foi want of haring something better to do, and the 
buckles will serve foi a lememhiance Do you lemembci the 
reijuice I put into the comfit^ when old Wmgate and she weic 
to bie<ikfast togethei on Eastei monungf 

'In tioth do I, k&stei Boland, the major-domo’s mouth 
was ns ciooked as a hawk's beak for the whole moinmg aftci- 
waids, and any othoi page in youi loom would hove tasted the 
discipline of the portei’s lodge for it But my lady’s favour 
stood between your skin and many a jerking Lord send jou 
may bo the bottei foi her proteebou in such matters > ’ 

* I am at least grateful foi it, Adam , and I am glad yon put 
me 111 mind of it ’ 

'Well, but the newi^ my young master,' said Woodcock — 
'eipell me the tidings , what aie we to fly at ne^t^ 'dliat did 
the Begent say to yon } ' < 

‘Nothing that 1 nm to repeat ngam,’ said Boland Grtemc, 
shaking his head 

‘IVby, h^-day,’ said Adam, ‘how prudent wa are become 
all of a sudden * You have advanced laiely m bnef ^ce^ 
hfoster Boland You have wcllnigh had youi head broken, 
and JOU have gamed your gold ohain, and you liavo made an 
enemy, Alastei Ushei to wit, with his two legs like bawks’ 
peiobes, and yon liave hod audience of the first man m the realm, 
and beiw as much mysteiy in yoni biow as if von bad flown m 
the court-sky evei smee you weio hatched 1 behove m my 
soul you would run witli a piece of the egg-shell on yom head 
like the cuilews, which — I would we weio after them agom — 
we used to call wluups in the hahdome and its neighbotuhood 
sit thee down, boy, Adam Woodcock was nevei the lad to 
seek to enter into foih^den scciets — sit tliee down, and 1 will 
go fetch the viveis , I know the butlei and the pantlcr of old ’ 
The good-natuied falconer set forth upon his errand, biisj- 
ing about piooming their icfieshment, and dnniig hia 

absence Boland Gneme abandoned himself to the strange, com- 
plicated, and yet heaitstinmg loflections to whidi tlie eienb 
of the moining had given nse Yesterday he was of neitlier 
maik HOI likelihood, a vagrant b<^, the attendant on a iclatiie 
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of 'srhose sane judgment ho himself had not the highest opinion , 
hut now he had heoome, he knew not whj, oi wheiefoic, or to 
nhnt extent, the custodier, as the Scottish phrase went, of some 
impoi-tant state semet, in the safe keepmg of which Ao Regent 
\ras conceLiicd* It did not dimunsli {lom, bnt ratha 
added to, the mteiest of a situation so unexpected that Boland 
did not perfcetly understand wheiein he stood com- 
mitted by the state secrets in which he had unwittmgly become 
paitioipator On the contiaiy, ho felt like one who looks on a 
lomantic landscape, of which he sees the featuies foi the fiist 
titng, and then obranied with mist and dnving tempest Tlie 
imperfect glimpse whiidi the ej'e catches of locks, tiees, and 
other objects aiound him adds double dignity to these shrouded 
mountams and daikoned abysses, of which the height, depth, 
and extent aie left to imagination 

But mortals, especially at the well-appetised age which 
piccedes twenty years, are seldom so much engaged either 
by real or conjectuial subjects of speculation but that then 
earthly wrants daun then lioui of attention And with many 
a smile did om heio, so the reader may term him if he will, 
had the leappeorance of his fnend Adam Woodcock, bearing 
on one wooden platter a tremendous portion of boiled beef, and 
on another a plentiful allowance of gicens, oi latber what tho 
Scotch call lang-kalc A gioom followed with biead, salt, and 
the other means of setting forth a meal , and when they had 
both placed on the oaken table what th^ hoie m their bands, 
the falconei ohseived that, smcc he knew the court, it bad got 
hardei and baider oveiy day to the pool gentlemen and yeomen 
letoiners, but that now it was an absolute flaying of a flea foi 
the hide and tallow Such throngmg to the wiwet, and such 
chuihsh answeis, and such hare l^-bonos, such a shouldermg 
at the huttciy-hatch and cellarage, and nought to he gam^ 
beyond small insufBcient sm^e ale, or at best with a smglo 
‘straike’ of malt to counterbalance a double allowance of water. 
'By the mass, though, my young fnend,’ said he, while he 
saw the food disappeanng fast undei Boland’s active exertions, 
‘it is not so well to lament foi formei tim^s as to take the 
adiantago of the present, else we arc hkc to lose on both 
Bides’ 

So saying, Adam Woodcock drew his ohnu towards the tables 
unsheathed his knife (for every one earned that mmistej' 
festive distnbntion for himself), and imitated his young com- 
pauion’s example, who for the moment had lost his auxiely for 
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the future in the eager aatisfaction of an appetite sharpened 
youth and ah^tincnce 

In truth, they mode, though the nutenals frere sufficiently 
simple, a Tciy respectable meal at the expense of the ro}al 
allowance, and Adim Woodcock, notnithstanding the deliberate 
censure si Inch he had passed on the household beer of the 
palace, liad taken the fourth deep draught of the black-jack 
cic he remembered him that he had spoken m its disprai>>e 
Then, flinging himself jollily and luxnnously liack m an old 
Danske elbow-chair, and loobng uith careless glee towards the 
page, extendmg at the same time his right leg, and stretching 
the other easily over it, he reminded his companion that he had 
not yet heard the ballad which he had made for the Abbot of 
Unieasoii’s revel ^d accoidmgly he stmek memly up with 



Poland Grmm^ who felt no great delight, as may be supposed, 
in the falconer's satire, considenng its subject^ began to snatch 
up his mantle and flmg it around his shoulders, an action which 
instantly interrupted the ditty of Adam Woodcock ^ « 

‘^Vheie the vengeance are you going now,’ he said, ‘thou 
restless boyf Thou hast quicksilvei in the vems of thee to a 
certainty, and canst no more abide any douce and sensible com- 
mmiing than a hoodless hawk would keep perched on my wrist** 
‘Why, Adam,’ replied the page^ ‘if you must needs know, 
I am about to take a walk and look at this fan- city One may 
as well be still mewed up m the old castle of th<* lake, if one is 
to sit the Inelong mght between four walls, and hearken to 

old ballads ’ , , , , j 

^ It IS a new bttllsd, the Lord help thee * replied Adanij 
‘and that one of the best that ever was matolicd with a rousing 


choms ’ , , 1. 

‘Be it s(^’ said the page, *I will hear it another day, when 
the ram is dashing agamst the wmdow s, and there is neither 
bteed stamp in g nor spur jmglmg, nor feather waging in tlie 
neighbourhood, to mar my marking it well Bu^ men now 
I want to be m the world, and to look about me ’ j v 

‘But the ne\er a stride shall you go ’"utboul m^’ j „ 
falconer, ‘until the R^t shall take you whole andson^ off 
my hand, and so, if you will, we may go to *«* 

Michael’s, and there j-ou will see company enough, but th^gn 
the casement, mark jou me, for as to rambling through the 
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steesc to eedk Se^^cs <md Le^b?-, and a dczsa bfles 

diiHfcd in your nevr jacksc "snih. lapna: and panfind. I yielji 
no TOy to IE ’ 

‘To ttfi bosfcelryof St SHdufirs. tJifin. ■rah. all myEeart 
tlie page . and tLer left the palace accoE&^y. rsidered 
to tbue sentmelii at the gate who had now tafcan. i£erc pnste irn: 
the evening, a stxun; account of their comes and. hnsnesg were 
dhmfssed Ihrocgh a small mckec of the dcse-borced prrtaL 
and soon reached the mn. or hesteby of St ilichoeL whiLh. 
stood m. a large coextraxd. oS the m.Tin street cIo<ie nnder the 
descent of the Calton HSL Thfc place wide, waste and tmeem.- 
hiitable. resembled rather on Eastern caia-nnsoiy where men. 
found shelter mdeed, bus were cbhged to scpnfy thmeetnis 
with everything else, than one of our mcdeoi Hnc — 


Waste not ooe comrocs sBnTT ta caoEe be lose 
Who never ash. or narat &sL the cost 

But stdL to the mespeneneed ctu of BoLind Gneme. the bustle 
and contusion of this place of public resort fir mwbB O errmBmarr: 
and amusement In the Luge rotan. mto winch they had rather 
&u2d them own way than, been osheced by m-me host trardTers 
and nativeb of the etty entered and departed, met and asreced 
gained cr drank together Pirmmg the strmgEsc contrast to the 
stem and monotonous order and srVre p with which m»n:r3P<i 
were conducted in the wd!-ardeted household of the Enfirfir of 
AveneL Altercation, of every kind fioin. hrawninr to jestos; 
was going ou amreg the groups around them, and vet t£e 
noise and mi ngle d voices seemed to disiairfc no cne and 
to be notio-d by no others than, by those who the 

group to which the speaker bdoeged. 

The fidconer passed throng the apartment to a ptcrectrair 
latticed wmdew which ronned a sett cf recess tem toe rrem. 
Itself a^ luvihg here ensconced hnnself and his enmTui^vThn 
he for some re&eshments - and a Upster. after he had 
snouted for the twentieth tene aceommcdited bnn vrit the 
r>.mains oi a cold capon, and a neat's tonaae tegetherweha 
F^r sroirp or w^ F rench ‘feah a stoup rt 

thou femp. We will be joEy to-c^ 

^land said he. when he saw himself thus acccmmrdinsd ‘and 
let care come toenoBcow.' 

Bra Faili^ tad ea^ tco Ihtdy m cejey the goed cheer. 
^ fe^ hm cuti^ TOch sharper thal ha arpefce. he 
oai-e i., his ccoice to a-os: cut of the lattice, which ewerim-'o^ 
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n lai]gc yard simonnded bj tho stables of the hosteliy, and fed 
hib e^es on tbo busy ugbt beneath, mIiiIo Adam Woodcock, 
aftei be liad compared his companion to the Lau:d of Alac- 
Farlone’s geese, ttIw liked their play better than then mcat^* 
disposed of his time mth the aid of oup and trenchci, occasion- 
ally humming the burden of his birth-sttangled ballad, and 
beating time to it iiith his fingers on the httlc round table 
In this e\ercisc he a as frequently interrupted by the exdama- 
tions of lub companion, as ho saw something nea in the yarrl 
beneath to attract and interest him 

It u as a busy scene, for the numbei of gentlemen and nobles 
uho uere iiour crowded mto the city liad filled all spate stables 
and places of public reception uith then horses and mihtaiy 
attendants Thcie ircie some score of yeomen dressing then 
own or Aeir mastorb’ horses in the yard — ^whistling, singing, 
laughmg and upbraiding each other, m a style of wit whicli 
the good Older of Avrael Costie lendeicd strange to lUfinnd 
Giicmo’s ears Others were busy lepainng tlieir own arms, oi 
olcauing those of their nusters One fellow*, having just bought 
a bundle of tirenty spoara, was sitting in a conior, employed in 
pamtmg tho white staves of the w'oapons with yellow 'and 
vermilion Other lackeys led laigo staghounds, oi wolf-dogs, 
of noble race, carefully musslod to prevent accidents to 
passengers All came and w ont, mixed together and separated, 
under tlio delighted eje of the page, whose imngmation hod 
not even conceived a scene so gaily diversified with the objects 
he had most pleasure in beholding, so that he was perpetually 
breaking the quiet reveno of honest Woodcock, and tlio montal 
piogress w hich he was making m bis ditty, by exclaiming ' Look 
here, Adam — look at the bonny hay hmse, St Anthony, what 
a gallant forehand he hath got' And sco the goodly grey, 
w hich yonder follow in tho fne/e jacket is di easing as awkwardly 
as if bo bad never touched aught but a oow, I would I wcio 
nigli him to teach liim his trade * And 3o you, Adiim, rae gaj 
Miliin armour that tho yeoman is soourmg, all steel and silvei, 
like our kmght^ pnmo mut, of whicli old Wingato m^cs sudi 
account And foe to yonder pretfy* wench, Adam, who comes 
tripping thiough them all with her milk-pad , I wanant me she 
has had a long walk from tlio loaning; slio bM a s^mcl 


waistcoac, UKOyuur ^ 

‘By my hood, lad,’ answered the falconer, ‘it iswoll "r w®® 
Ihon wert brought up whore grace grow Even m tho Castlo 
» [S« The Ueiuattrt I^ote M. V STTJ 
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of AroucI t}iou.woct a ^ild-Uood enough , but Imdet thou been 
nurtured here, 'vnthm a flightehot of the courts thou hodst 
been the Teiicst cmck-homp d a page that erei u ore feather in 
thj bonnet or steel bj* thy ude , tiuly, 1 DiBh it may end veil 
with thee ’ 

'Nay, but leave thy ecuselcss hummmg and dnimnuug, old 
Adam, and come to the umdon oic thou hast drenched tliy 
senses m the pmtrpot thoie Sec, here comes a meny mmstid 
vith his eiowd, and a weneh viih him, that dances vntli bolls 
at hei ankles , and see, the yeomen and pages leave then horses 
and the aimom they veie oleaning, and gathm lomid, as is 
vety natural, to heoi Ihe music Come, old Adam, no mil 
thi&ei too’ 

‘You shall call me “ cut ” if 1 do go don n,’ said Adam , ‘ yon 
oie near as good minstrelsy as the sboUei can make, if you had 
but the giace to baton to it’ 

‘But thei\eneh in the stammel vaistcoat is stoppuigtoo^ 
Adam, by Heaven, they aie going to dance' Fnese jacket 
nauts to dauco vnth stammol vaisteoat, but she is coy and 
lecusont’ 


Then suddenly ohangmg his tone of Iciitj mto ouo of dbop 
mtoiest and surprise, he oiclauncd, ‘ Queen of Heaven ' vhat 
IS it that I see I ’ and then remained silent 

The sage Adam Woodcodr, who nas m a soit of languid 
degree amused with the page’s exclamations, even ahile he 
piofessed to despise them, became at length rathci dosuous to 
set his tongue once moio a^mg, that ho might enjoy the 
supoiioiity affinded by hia on n intimate familianly with all the 
onoumstauces which excited m his young companion’s mind so 
much wondermout 

‘Well, then,’ he said at last, ‘what is it you do see. Master 
Jlomd, that you have become mute all of a sudden?’ 

Boland letumed no answer 

‘ I say, Roland Gimme,’ said the falconer, ‘it is manners 
in my ooiintoy foi a man to speak when ho is spoken to ' 

Hmnnn nwmmA wamrm.J a. * 


W^ooek, ‘he has 

* ,^-7^ to I&B, I thmk 1 ’ 

lioland, who stod like a statue, with bis eyes eagerly beiit on 
Woodeockwas unable to detect 
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'The Itid IS m.\zod ' ' said tlic folcouoi to TinuRolf 

But Bolaud Gireme had good icasons for his snipnsc, 
though they neio uot such os ho coidd communicate to his 
compdiuou 

The touch of the old minsticl’s instiiiment, foi he had 
alicady begun to play, had dmun m scicial auditors fiom tho 
street, whou one outoicd tho gate of tho yard uhose appeal - 
nnco o\clusivcl3' ancsted tho attention of Boland Gnome Ho 
u.is of his oiin age, oi n good deal youngei, and fixnn his 
dicss and hcaiuig might be of tho same rank and callmg, 
having all the an of coicombiy and pretension aliicli .tccordcd 
uith a handsome, though slight and Ion, figtuo and au elegant 
dress, in mife hid by a huge puiplo cloak As he entoied, ho 
cast a glanco np tonaids tlie uiudons^ and, to his evticmo 
astonishment, undci the purple vcliet bminet and nhite 
fcathoi, Bolaud iccogniscd the features so dcDplj* impressed on 
his momoij, tho hnght and clustoicd toesscs, tho laughing 
fall blue eyes, tho ucll-foimed cyehroirs, tho nose uith tlie 
slightest possible inclination to ho aquiline, tlio iitby hp, of 
uhich an aich and half-suppicsscd smile seemed tho habitual 
ovpicssion — lu short, the form and faco of Gathenuo Serton , 
in man’s attire, honorci, and muniokmg, ns it seemed not 
unsuccessfully, the bcaiiiig of a j-outhful M fomard page 

'St Gcoige and St ^Vndicn *’ cvclaimcd tho mazed BoLind 
Gnome to himself, 'n.is thoio eior such an audacious qneanl 
Sho soems a little ashamed of hci mummci^' too, foi she holds 
tho lap of hor doak to hm face, and hot colour is heightened , 
buf^ Sanota Sloiia, hoir slic thiuads the throng, nith ns firm 
and hold a stop as if she had noici tied petticoat round her 
-naist' Holy saints' sho holds up hei ndmg-rod ns if sho 
uould lay it about some of their cars that stand most in her 
nay , by the hand of my fatlier > sho bears herself liko tho 
very model of pagehood Hoy ' uhat < siuo she mil not stiike 
fiiezo jacket in caiiiest f ’ But ho iras not long left in doubt , 
for tho lout M horn he hod bofoie lepeatedly noticed, standing in 
the nay of tho bustling page, and maintaining liis place mth 
doiiuidi obstinaqy oi stupidity, the advanced ndmg-rod iio^ 
mthont a momofit’s hesitation, sharply applied to his shoulders, 
111 a manner \rhich made him spring aside, rubbing tho part of 
tlio body whidi liad icceived so unceromonioiis a hint that it 
■aas 111 the nay of his hettera The party injuied growled 
forth an oath or two of indignation, and Bolaud Gnemo began 
to of flying domistaus to the assistance of the traudated 
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Cafliermc, but tho kngb of the yaid Tras against fnczo 
jacket, arhich indeed had, m those days, small (hance of fan 
play m a qnanel nith rehet and embroideij, eo that the 
fellow, who was a menial m tho inn, slunk hack to finish his 
task of diessmg the bonny grey, laughed at by 'all, but most 
by the wench m the stammd waistcoat^ his fellow -scmnt, 
wht^ to crown his disgrace, liad the craelty to cast an applaud- 
ing smile upon the anthor of the mjniy, while, with a ft^om 
more like the milkmaid of the town than she of the plains, she 
.lecosted him with— ‘Is there any one you want hero, my 
pret^ gentleman, that you seem m such haste I ’ 

'I seek a slip of a lad,' said the seemmg gallant, 'with a 
spiig of holly m his cap, black hair, and black cj'cs, giccn 
jacket^ and the air of a country coxcomb , I hare sought him 
thion^ ermy close and alley m the Canongatc— the fiend gore 
him I’ 


'UTiy, God-a-meicy, nun •’ muttered Roland Gnemc, much 
bewilde^ 

‘ I w ill inquire hun pi esently out for youi fan pnng w orship, 
said the wench of the inn 

• ‘Do,’ said the gallant squue, ‘and if you brmg me to him 
you shall hare a groat to-mght, and a hss on Sunday when 
you hare on a deanei kutle ’ 

'Why, God-a-mcroy, mm " again mntteied Boland, this is 
a note abme £ La ' 

In a moment aftei the servant entered the loom, and usheicd 
m the object of his surprise 

While the disguised vestal looked with nnahmitiat bid, 
and bold and rapid glance of her qyc, through tho vanoin 
partiw m the laige old loom, Boland Giteme, who felt an ni- 
ternil awkward sense of bashful confusion, which lie 
altogether unworthy of the bold and dashng character to which 
he aspired, determined not to be browbeaten and put down by 
this singular female, but to meet her with a glance of recogni- 
tion so sly, so penetrating, so expressively humorous, as sh^ 
show her at once he was m possession of her secret and 
of her fatei and should compel her to hiunble herself towards 
ni^ at least into the look and manner of reroectful and depre- 

GSbinOT nhtoivpnnAA * 


w^ly planned, but, just as Roland had 
® suppressed smile, tlie shrewd, 

ho bold, film, and steady gase of bis Irother or sister page. 
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'nho, Qtshng on him n falcon glance, and locognising htin at; 
onoo as the object of his soaioh, xvalkod up uith tlie most un- 
couceincd look, tlio most fiea and undaunted composuie, and 
InuJod him with ‘You, sn holly-top, I would speak with you ’ 

The steady coolness and assuianco with winch tiieso words 
woro uttcicd, although the voice was the voiy voice he had 
hoard at tho old ooiivcnt^and although the features moie nearly 
resembled those of Gathoiino when seen close than when viewed 
from a distance, produced, uovcithelosfi^ such a confusion m 
lloland's mind that ho became uncortoiu w'hetlioi ho was not 
still luidci a mistake fiom tho burning, tho knowing slirewd- 
noss which should have animated his visage faded into a ».honpii.li 
hashfiihicss, and tho ha If-suppi cased but most intelligible smilo 
became tho senseless giggle of ono who laughs to cover his ow u 
disoidor of ideas 

'Do they undcistand a Scotch tongue iii tliy country, holly - 
top!' sard tlus marvellous specimen of motamoiphosis 'I 
said I would speak with thoc ’ 

'Wliat IS your business wif^i my comrade, my yoimg chick 
of the game 1 ‘ said Adam Woodcock, w’llhng to stop lu to his 
companion’s assistance, though totally at a loss to account fbi 
tho sudden disappcaionco of all Boland’s usual smartness and 
piesonco of mind 

' Nothing to you, my old code of tho perch,’ loplicd tho 
gallant , 'go mmd yoiii hawks’ castings I guess by your bag 
and youi gaontlot tliat you aie sqiino of tlie body to a soit of 
kites' 

Ho laughed as ho spoke, and tho laugh rommded Boland so 
iiiosistibly of the lieaity lit of nsibility in winch Catlienuo had 
indulged at his evpcnso when they first mot in the old nunnoiy, 
that ho could scarce help esolaiming, ‘Catherine Soyton, by 
Heavens I’ Ho ohooked tho exolumatioii, however, and only 
said, 'I tliiuk, sii, we tw'o aio not totally strangers to each 
other ’ 

‘Wo must have met m om dreams, tliou,’ said the youth, 
'and my days me too busy to lomcmbcr what I think on at 
nights ’ 

‘ Or apparently to remomboi upon one day those whom you 
may have seen on the pieccding eve,' said Bdaiid Gimme 

Tho youth in his turn cost on him a look of some sntpnEC, 
as ho loplic^ ‘ I know no mme of what you mean than docs 
the horse I nde on , if there be ofience m yoiu woid^ yon 
Blin.11 find mo os ready to toko it as any lad in Lothian ’ 
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‘Toa know \telV said Boland, 'tkougli it pleases jon to use 
the language of a simnger, that witii pu I can hove no puipose 
toquai^’ 

‘ Let me do mino oiiand, then, and be nd of yon,’ said the page 
' Step hither this uay, out of that old leathem fist’s hearing ’ 

They walked mto the leccss of the wmdow, which Boland 
had left upon the puth’s eutiance mto the apartment The 
messengei then turned his back on the company, after casting 
a hasty and shaip glance aiound to see if they were observed 
Boland did the same, and the page m the purple mantle thus 
addressed him, taking at the same time horn undei his doak 
a short but beautifally*wiought swoid, with the hilt and orna- 
ments upon the sheath of silver, massirdy chased ond over- 
gilded ‘I bnng you this weapon horn a fnend, who gives it 
pa under the solemn condition that }oa will not imRVimihft 
it until you aio commanded by youi rightful sovcingn For 
pui waimth of tempei is known, and the presumption with 
which you intrude youiself mto the quanels of others, and, 
thorefoie, this is laid upon you as a penance by those who wish 
you well, and whose hand will influence your destiny for good 
or fur evil. This is what I was chaiged to tell you So if you 
will give a fnu word for a fmi swoid, and pledge pm piomise, 
with hand and glove, good and wdl, and if not, I will cony 
back Calibum to those who sent it ’ 

‘And may I not ask who these aref’ said Boland Gimme, 
ndmirmg at the some tune the beauty of the weapon thus 
ofleicd him 


‘lly commission m no way leads me to onswei suifli a ques- 
tion,’ said he of the purple mantlo 

‘But if I am offended’ said Boland, ‘may I not draw to 
defend myself?’ 

‘Not thu weapon,’ answered the swmd-bearer; 'but pu 
hap youi own at command, and, besides, foi what do you weai 
pm poniard J’ 

‘For no good,’ said Adam Woodcock, who had now 
approached dose to them, ‘and that I can witness os well as 
anyone’ , 

‘Stand back, follow,’ said the messenger: ‘tliou an 
mtrusiTC, ouiious face, that will come by a buffet if it is found 
where it has no concern ’ 

Malapert?’ said Adam, drawing 


\ 


\ 
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*Bo patients Adam Tyoodcook,’ said Holand GriEmo, ‘and 
tet me pray you, fair sir, since by such addition yon ohooso 
ibi the present to be addrcssedi xa&j I not bardy npubeatTie 
this weapon, m pure nmplieity of desne to know whether 
so fair a lult and scabbard are matched with a befitting 
blade f’ 

‘ By no manner of means,’ said the messengei , 'at a word, 
you must take it undei the promise that you never draw it 
until you receive the commands of your lawful sovereign, or you 
must leave it alone ’ 

‘ Under that condition, and ocamng from your fnendly hand, 
I accept of the sword,’ said Bdlaud, takmg it horn his hand, 
‘but credit me, that if we are to work briber m any weighty 
empns^ as I am mduced to bdieve, some confidence and open- 
ness on your part will be necessary to give the nght impulse to 
my seal I press for no more at present, it is enough that you 
understand me ’ 

‘I understand you >’ said the page^ exhibiting the appear- 
ance of unfeigned snrpnse m his turn ' Bmionnce me if 1 do < 
Here you stand jiggeting, and snigglm^ and loifiuug cunmng; 
as if there were some mighty matter of mtngue and conSmon 
imdeistsndmg betwixt you and me, whom you nevei set yom 
eyes on befoie < ’ 

‘ What ' ’ said Boland Oroeme, ‘ will yon deny that we have 
met before 1’ > 

'Many that I will, m any Christian conrb’ said the othei 
page 

‘And will yon also deny,’ said Bcfiand, ‘that it was recom- 
mended to us to study each othei ’s features well, that, m what- 
ever disguise the time might impose upmi u^ ea^ should 
recognise in the other the secret agent of a mighty woikl 
Do not you remember that Sister Magdalen and Dame 
Budget ’ 

^0 messenger heie mtemipted him, shmgging up his 
shoulders with a look of compassion — ‘ Budget and Magdalen I 
why, this is madness and dreaming ' Hark ye, Master Holly- 
top, youi witaare gone on wool-gathenng, comfort yoursw 
with a caudle, thatw your bmin-sick noddle with a woollen 
nightcap, and so God be with you ' ’ 

As he concluded this polite partmg address, Adam Woodcock, 
who was agam seated by the table on which stood the now 
empty can, said to hun, ‘ WiH you dnnk a cup, young man, in 
the way of courtesy, now you have done your errand, and listen 
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to a good song]’ and mthout mting foi an amvrei, he com- 
ment luB ditty— 

‘Tho Fopo, tbai pagan {OB of pnJo, 

Hatt blinded tu full long — ^ 

It IS probable that the good mne had made Bome mnavation 
in the falconei'B brain, otheinnso he a odd have locollected 
the danger of mtiodnemg anything like political oi polemical 
pleaaan^ mto a pnbhc assemblage, at a time vrhen men’s 
nunds weie m a state of great nntability To do huu justice, 
he peiceiTcd his enor, and stopped shoit so soon as ho saw that 
the a Old ' Pope’ had at once mten opted the sepaiate conreisa- 
tions of the raiious parties ahiih amre assembled m the apart- 
ment, and tbatmany began todiaa themselTesupjbndle, look 
big, and prepare to take part m the impendmg brawl, while 
others, moie decent and cantioua pasons, hastily paid down 
then lawuig, and prepared to leave the place eie bad shonld 
come to worse 

And to worse it was soon hkely to come, foi no soonei did 
Woodcock’s ditty reach the cai of the stiai^pr page, than, up- 
lifting his ndmg-rod, he exdamied, ‘ He who speaks meveiently 
of the Holy Fathei of the chnich m my piesimce is the cub of 
a heietic wolf-bitoh, and I will switch hun as I would a mongrel 

'And I will bleak thy young pate,’ said Adam, ‘if thou 
daicst to lift a finger to me ’ And tlien, in defiance of the young 
Drawcansir’s threats, with a stout hert and Ainntless accent 
he again uplifted the stave, 


'The Pope, that pagan full of undo, 
Hath Winded— ' ^ 


But Adam was able to proceed no fartlier, bemg himself un- 
foitunately blmded by a etioke of the impatient youth’s switch 
aiiross hiB eyes Jkiiaged at once hy the snmt and the mdlgmty, 
the falconer started up, and daiHmg as he was— foi his eves 


nave at close grips iMth his insolent ^versary, had not 
Boland Grosme, contreiy to his nature, played foi once the 
pmdent man and the peacemakei, and thrown hnnself betwut 
them, implonng Woodcock’s patience ‘Ton know not’ he 
said, ‘with whom you have to do And thou,’ addressing the 


bbiiv uwwi Bwrnmuy langmng at Adam’s rage, ‘get 
thee gone, whoever thou ait, if thon be’st what I eu^ 



ISS 


VTArmLET irovEts 


the^ tbon irell ImoTrest there aie earnest reasons trhy tiiou 
shouldst ’ 

' Thou hast hit it right for once, holly-top,’ said the gallant^ 
‘thoughlguessyondreiryoarhoTrataTentun; Here, host, let 
this yeoman hare a pottle of wine to ivash the smart out of his 
e^es, and there is a French cron'n for him ’ So saying, he 
d^ir the piece of money on the table, and left the a^rtment 
inth a qnick yet steady pace, lookmg fiimly at right and left, 
as if to de^ mtemiption, and snapping his fingers at tiro or 
three respectable bmghers, irbo, declarmg it nas a shame tlint 
any one should be snfiered to rant and n^e m defence of the 
Pope, weie lahoarmg to find the hilts of then snord^ nhich had 
got for the present unhappilr entangled in the folds of then 
cloaks But^ as the adversary was gone ere any of them had 
leached hu w eapon, they did not thmk it necessaiy to unsheathe 
cold iron, but merely obsei red to each other, 'This is more than 
masterfnl violence, to see a poor man stneken m the face just 
for smgmg a ballad agamst the TThore of Babylon • If the 
Pope’s champions are to be bangsters m oui vciy cliangC' 
houses, we shall soon have the old shavdings hack again ’ 

•The provost should look to it,’ said another, ‘and hitio 
some five oi sit armed with pnrtisanB, to come in upon the first 
whistle, to teach these gallants their lesson For, look job, 
neigbhoiu Lugleather, it is not for decent householders like 
ouiselves to be biawhng with the godless grooms and pert pages 
of the nobl^ that are hied up to htde else sase bloodshed and 

^or that, neighbour,’ said Lugleathei, ‘I would have 
cumed that youngster as properly os cvei I enmed a lamb^ 
hide, had not the hilt of my bdbo been for the instant beyond 
my grasp, and before I could turn my girdl^ gone was roy 
master ' ’ 

*Ay,’ said the others *dio devil go with him, and peaeo 
abide with us , I give my lede, neighbours, tlint we paj the 
lawing and bo stepping homeward, like brother and hrotlicr, 
for old St Giles’s is tolling omfew, and the street grows danger- 
ous at night ’ • , , j 

With that the good burghers adjusted their cloaks ana pre^ 
pored for their departure, while he that seemed the briskest of 
the tluec, lajung his hand on his Andrea rerraro, rtiscnwl, 
‘That they that spoke in pmisc of the Pope on tlic High^te 
of Edinburgh had best bnng the sword of St Peter to dcfciia 
therm’ 
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While the ill-humour excited by the msolenoo of tlio young 
ariEtocnit XTas thus evaporating in empty menace, Roknd 
Ghmme had to contiol the far more senous indignation of Adam 
Woodcock ‘ Why, man, it -was but a switch amoss the mazzaid , 
blow youi nose, dry youi eyes, and you will see all the better 
foi it’ 

‘By this light, which I cannot see,’ said Adam Woodcock, 
‘thou hast been a false fiiend to me, young man, ncithei 
taking up my rightful quarrel nor lotting me fight it out 
myself ’ 

‘ Fy foi shame, Adam Woodcook,’ replied the youth, deter- 
mined to turn the tables on him, and become m tiun the 
counselloi of good order and peaceable demeanour — ‘I say, 
fy foi shame' Alas, that you will speak thus I Heic aio 
you sent inlb me, to prevent my innocent youth getting into 
snares ‘ 

‘I wish youi innocent youth were cut shoit with a haltei, 
with all my heart'’ said Adam, who began to see which way 
the admonition tended 

— ‘And instead of setting before me,’ continued Boland, ‘an 
example of patience and sobnety becommg the falconer of Sii 
Halbert Glendinnmg, you quaff me off I know not how many 
dagons of ale, besides a gallon of wine, and a full measure of 
stiong waters ' ’ 

‘It was but one small pottle,’ said poor Adam, whom con- 
Bciousneiis of his own indisciefaon now reduced to a merely 
defensive warfare 

‘It was enough to pottle you handsomely, how'ever,’ said the 
page ‘ And then, instead of going to bed to sleep off your 
liquoi, must you sit singing youi loistenng songs about popes 
and pagans, till you have got your eyes almost switched out of 
jour head, and but foi my mteiferencc, whom your drunken 
ingratitude accuses of desertmg you, yon golliard would have 
cut youi thioat, for he was whipping out a whmgci as broad os 
my hand and as sharp as a rozoi And these me lessons for 
an inexpenenoed youth' Oh, Adorn' out upon you' — out 
upon you ' ’ » 

‘Marty, omen, and with all my heart,’ uud Adam, ‘out 
upon my folly for expectmg anything but impertment lailleiy 
fiom a page like tlice, that, if he saw his father m a scrape, 
would laugh at him, instead of lending him aid ' ’ 

‘ Nay, but I wtII lend you aid,’ smd the page, still laughing , 
'that lb, 1 will lend thee aid to thy chamber, go^ Ailrnn^ whcie 
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thou shalt bleep off TTme and ale^ ire and indignnfannj and 
nnafee the next monung nith os mudi fair int as nature has 
blessed thee xnthal Onlx one thing I mil warn thee, good 
Adam, that henceforth and for eier, when thou railestatme 
for being somewhat hot at hand, and rather too prompt to out 
with poniard or so, thj admonition shall serve as a prologue to 
the memorable adienturo of the switching of St Michael’s' 
liVith buch condoling expressions he got the crest^en 
falconer to his bed, and then retired to his own pallet, where it 
iwis somo time ere he could fall asleep If the messenger whom 
he bad seen were reallj Catfaerme Sejton, what a masculme 
Tiingo and termagant must she be ' and stored with what an 
Illimitable command of insolence and assurance > Ihe brass on 
her brow would furbish the front of twenty pages, ‘and I 
should know,’ thought Roland, 'what that amounts to And 
3'ct, her feature^ her look, her light gait, her langhmg eye, 
the art with which she disposed the montJe to show no more 
of her limbs tlion needs must bo seen — I am glad she had at 
least that grace left — the voice, the smile — it must have been 
Catherine Sevton, or the devil m her likeness < One thing is 
good, I have silenced ^e eternal predications of that ass, Adam 
Woodcock, who has set up for being a preacher and a governor 
oxer me, so soon as he has left the hawks^ mew behind him ’ 
And with this comfortable reflection, ;omed to the happy 
indifference which youth hath for the eieuts of the morrow, 
Roland Grseme fell fast asleep 



CHAPTER XX 

Koir have yon icft me Irom my staff, my guide, 

'^^o taught my youth, as men teaidi untamed falcons, 

^ use my strength ducneQy — am reft 
Of oomnae and of counsel 1 

OH Flay. 

Id the gray of the next monung’s daum there was a loud knock- 
ing at the gate of tho hostdiy, and those without, proclannmg 
that they came m the name of tho R^ent, were instantly ad- 
mitted A moment or tn o aftem aids, Michael Wing-thc-Wind 
stood hy the bedside of our travellers 

ciXJp I — up ' ’ ho said, ‘there is no dumber where Murray hath 
work MO ' 

Both deepers sprung up, and began to dress themedves 
‘You, old fnend,' said Wmg-the-Wmd to Adam Woodcock, 
‘must to horse instantly, with this packet to the monks of 
Konnaquhair, and with this,’ delivering them as he spoke, ‘ to 
the Emght of Aveud ‘ 

'As much as commanding the monks to annul their dcction. 
I’ll warrant me, of an abbot,' quoth Adam Woodcock, as he 
put tho packets into his bag, ‘ and chargmg my master to sec 
it done To hawk at one lather with another is less than fair 
play, methinks ’ 

‘Fash not thy beard about it, old bc^,’ said Mukad, ‘but 
betake thee to the saddle presently, for if these orders ore not 
obeyed there will be boro wralls at the kirk of St Mary’s, and 
it may be at the Castle of Avend to boot , for I heard my Lord 
of Morton loud with the Regent, and we are gfi a pass that wro 
cannot stand with him anent trifles ’ 

‘But,’ said Adam, ‘touchmg the Abbot of TTureason — what 
say they to that outbreak 1 An they be shrewishly disposed, 
I were better pitch the packets to Satan, and take the other 
Side of the Border for my bicld ’ 

‘ 0, that was passed over as a ]cst,,smce there was httle harm 
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dono But, hnrk thcc, Adam,’ continued his comrade, 'if there 
ivoro a do/cn mccint ahbaoies m jour load, \ihcthcr of jest or 
caincat, icaaon oi uurcaaon, diau thonnovci one of then mities 
o\cr thy biowa The time la not fitting, man, beside^ otir 
maiden longa to clip the neck of a fat churchman ’ 

'SIio bhall iie\or ahcci mine m that capacil^',’ aaid the 
falconoi, uhildhe knotterl the ketchief intiiooi three double 
folds aionnd his aunbunit buli-nock, calling out at the aamo 
time, ‘Maatci Boland — ^Master Boland, make hostel ne must 
back to perch and mow, and, tliank Heaven more than oui own 
wit, witli oui bonca whole, and without a stab m tlie stomadi ’ 
‘Nay, but,’ said Wmg-tho-Wmd, ‘the page goes not back 
with you the Regent has othci employment for him ’ 

'Saints and sonowsi’ cxolaimcd the faloonei 'Master 
Roland Grromc to lomain hoio, and I to ictuin to Aicnol' 
Wliy, it cannot be the child cannot manage himself in this 
wide woild without me, and I question if Im will stoop to any 
otliei whistle tlinii mine ownj tlieie arc times I myself can 
liudlj bnng him to my lure ’ 

It was at Roland’s tongue's end to B.iy something conceiniiig 
the occasion they had foi using mutually eaoh other’s prudence , 
but the ical anvioty which Adam oimccd at parting with him 
took away his disposition to such migmoioiis i.iilloiy OTio 
faloonei did not nltogotlioi escape, however, for, m turning his 
face tow aids the lattice, his fnond Michael caught a glimpse of 
itj and o\claimcd, *I piitlico, Adam Woodcock, vrluit hast tiiou 
been doing with thobo eyes of thine 1 They aio swelled to the 
staitiiig fiom the socket ' ’ 

‘Nought in the woild,’ said he, nftei casting a deprecating 
glance at Roland Gireme, ‘but the oficot of deeping m tins 
d— - — d ti uckle w itliout a pillow ’ 

‘Why, Adam Woodcock, thou must be giown strangely 
dainty,’ said his old companion, *I have known thee sleep 
all night with no bcttei pillow thon a bush of ling, ana 
start up with the aim as gleg ns a falcon, and now thine eyes 

lescmble ’ ,, . 

‘Tiidi, man,fihnt signifies how mine oyes look now isnia 
Adnm ‘Let ns but loast a crab-apple, pour a pottle « ale 
on It, and bathe oui tbioats withal, thou sholt see a change 

™ ™And thou wilt bo in lioart to smg thy jolly ballad about 
the Pope!’ said Ins oomtadc 

‘Ay, tiliat I will,’ replied the falconer, ‘that is, when wo have 
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left this quiet town five miles behind ut>, if you wnll take youi 
liobhy and ndc so fai on my waj' ’ 

‘Nay, that I may not,' said Michaol, ‘I can but stop to 
pnrtako 3’oui morning’s di aught, and see you fairly to hoise , 
1 will see that they saddle them, and toast the crab for tlicc, 
without loss of time ’ 


During lus absence the falconer took the page by the hand 
'May I iicrer hood hawrk again,’ said tho good-natured fcUovr, 
‘if 1 am not as sony to port wnth you as if you were a child erf 
mine own, craiing pardon foi the freedom , I cannot tell what 
makes mo loro you so much, unless it bo for tho reason that I 
loved tlie ncions deni of a brown Galloway nag, whom my 
master the knight called Satan, till Master Warden eliangcd 
his name to Seyton , for ho said it was over boldness to call a 

beast aftoi tho Kmg of Darkness ' 

‘And,’ said the page, ‘it was over Ixddncss in him, I tiow, 
to call a ncious brute after a noble family ’ 

‘WeD,’ proceeded Adam, ‘Seyton or Satan, I loved that nag 
over ovoiy othci horse in the stable. There was no sleeping 
on his back ho was for ever fldgetmg, bolting, roarmg, biting, 
kjckmg, and giving you work to do, and maybe the measme 
of youi back on tho heather to the boot of it all And I think 
I love you better than any lad in the castle for the self-same 
quabties ' 


‘Thanks — ^thanks, kind Adam I regard myself bound to 
you for the good estimation m which you hold me ' 

‘Nay, mti^pt me not,’ said tho falconer, ‘Satan was a 
^od nag Bul^ I say, I tliink I shall call the two eyases 
after you— the one Solnnd and the other Gnome, and, while 
Adam t^oock lives, be sure you have a fnend Here is to 
tiico, my dear son ’ 

eiasp of the hand, and 
continued his farewell 


MO throe things I warn you agamst, Roland, now 

ti without my expcnonce 

to assist you In the first placi^ never diaw dagger on sheht 

*7*^ “““s doublet 18 not so wcU stuS^as a cer£ 
abbots that you wot of Seoondly, fly not at evmy pict^S 

notalways win a^ld dmin 

fanfarraa, keep it dose, it is weighty, and may heneht vou at 
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V orfchy picaclicr sajs, bcwato of the pottle-pot it has drenched 
the judgmeut of \^iscr men than you I could bring some 
iiibtanccs of it^ bnt I daresay it ncewth not j for if you should 
forget your own mishaps, you will scarce fad to lemember mine 
And so farewell, my dear sou ’ 

Boland returned hia good wishes, and faded not to send his 
humble duty to his kind lady, charging the falcono: at the same 
time to express Ins regret that he £ould have offended her, 
and his dotcrminalaon so to bear him m the world that she 
would not bo ashamed of the generous protection she had 
affbrded him 

Tho falconer ombraced his young fhond, mounted his stout, 
round-made, trotting uog, wmeh tho scrvmg-man who had 
attended him hold ready at tho door, and took tho road to tho 
bouthwranL A sullen and heavy sound echoed from tho horsols 
feet, ns if indicatuig tho sorrow of tho good-natured nder Every 
hoof-tread seemed to tap upon Boland’s heart as he heard his 
comrade withdraw' with so little of his usual alert activity, and 
felt that he was once more alone in the world 

Ho was roused from his reveno by Michael Wing-tho-Wind, 
who reminded him that it was necessary they should mstanEy 
return to the palace, ns my Lord Begont went to tho sessions 
early in tho morning They wont thithci aocordingly, and 
IVing-tho-Wmd, a favoimto old domostw^ who was admitted 
nearer to tho Begent's person and pHYaegf than many whore 
posts were more ostensible, soon introduced Gnemo mto a small 
matted chamber, where ho had an audience of the present bead 
of tho troubled state of Scotland Tho Earl of Munay was 
dad m a sad-coloured mommg-gown, wrth a cap and al^^ of 
tho same doth, hut, oven m this ea;^ dishabille, heldhM 
sboatbed taper in his hand— a precaution which he adop^ 
when receiving strangers, rather m oomphoncewith the earnest 
remonstrances of his fnends and partazans than from any poiv 
sonal apprehensions of his own He answeied iinth a talmi 
nod the respectful ohoisanco of tho page, and tMk one or two 
tums through tho small apartment in silence fixmg his here 
eye on Boland, as jf he wished to penetrate mto his very soul 
At length ho broke ailonce 

‘Your TMiinn 18 , 1 think, Juhan Grteme 1 ’ 

• BoVn.1 Gnome, my lord— not Julion,’ replied the page 
‘Bight— I was misled hysome tnck of 
Gnome, from the Debateahle Land Boland, thou knowest tho 
duties which belong to a lady’s service 1 
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<I Bhould know libem, my Imd,’ leplted Boland, 'having 
been bred so neai Ibe person of my Lady of Avcnel, but 
I trust never more to piactise them, as ibe knight hath 


'Be silent, young man,’ said the B^ent, 'I am to speak, 
and yon to hear and obey It is necessary that, foi some space 
at least, yon shall again enter into the service of a lady, irho 
m rank hath no equal m Scotland, and this service accom- 
plished, 1 give thee my uoid as kmgk and prmce that it shall 
open to you a course of ambition such as may well gratify the 
aspmng wishes one whom cucumstances entitle to entmtam 
much higher vies 8 than thou I will take thee into my house- 
hold and near to my person, or, at yonr own choice, I will give 
you the command of a footcompany, eithei is a preferment 
which the proudest laud in the kmd might bo glad to ensmo 
for a second son’ 

'May I presmne to ask, my loid,’ said Boland, observing 
the Earl paused for a reply, ‘to whom my poor services aie m 
the first place destmed t’ 

‘You will be told hereaftei,’ said the Bcgent, and then, as 
if %vercommg some mtemal lelnctanoe to speak further him- 
self, he added, ‘or why should I not myself tell you that you 

aie about to enter into the service of a most illustrious most 

unhMpy, lady— mto the semoo of Mary of Sootlsnd ’ 

‘Of the Queen, my lord?’ said the page, unable to repicss 

Stisswntiiaa * 


Of her who was the Queen ' ’ said Murmy, with a urngn^T 
imvlure of displeasure and embamssment in his tone of voice 

sS ^ ““ "* 

paia;,ffed‘^’“ “ 

‘And am I to attend upon her Gmce m her place of 
impnwnmen^my lord?’ again demanded the page, with a 
^htforward and haidy simplicity which somSt discon- 
cert^ the sage and powerful statesman 

» not unpmsoned,' answered Mnmy, anenlv. ‘God 
a^rot* sequestrateJLm state affiurs, 

pose, he added, that, while she is to be furnished, as n^t is, 
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iMtIi such attendance iis may befit hoi present acoluded etotc, 
it becotnee iiccctMiiy that those placed around her aio persons 
on nliose prudence I can ha%o reliance Yon sci^ tberefoii^ 
you aio nt once colled on to discluuge an office most honourable 
in itself, and so to dischaigo it that yon may make a fnend of 
tho llcgont of Scotland. Thou art, 1 hai o been told, a smgnlaily 
uppiohensiTO youth , and I pcrccivo by thy look tliat thou dost 
already understand a lint I Mould say on this matter In this 
bolicdulo your jmiticiilai points of duty ate set doan at longtli , 
but tho sum toquiicd of you is fidelity — I mean fidelity to 
myself and to the btnto You are, therofoio, to natch evoiy 
attempt mIucIi is mode, or inclination displayed, to open any 
communication nith any of the lords nho have become banders 
in tho vest — ^Mith Han^ton, Soy ton, \nth Flcnung, or tho like 
It 18 tiuo that my gracious sistei, lefiootiug upon &o ill chances 
that have happed to the btatc of this poor kmgdom, from eml 
counscllorb nno have abused her royal nature in time past, 
hath determined to bcquestrato herself from state affairs m 
future But it is oui duty, as acting for and in the name of 
our infant iicplioM, to guard against 5io evils Mhicb may anso 
fiom any mutation or \aoillatton in her royal lesolutidhs 
Wherefore, it Mill bo thy duty to Match, and report to our lady 
mother, whose guest our uster is for tiro presont;, Mhatover 
lUiiy' infer a disposition to Mithdiow her person from tho place 
of security m mIhoIi she is lodged, or to open commumcntion 
Mith those Mithout If, hoMOvor, your observation should 
detect anything of m eight, and uhich moy exceed mere siib- 
pioion, fail not to send notice by an ospecinl messenger to mo 
diiGOtly, and tins iing sholl be thy ■warrant to oidei hoire and 
man ou such Boivioe And no^ l^gone If there be half the 
Mit m thy bead that theio is apprehension m tliy lool^ thou 
fully comprelicndest oil that I would soy Serve mo faithfully, 
and sure as I am bolted call thy lewaiu shall be great 

Boland Grmme made on oboisaiioe, and mbs about to depm 
The Bail signed to him to remain ‘I have trusted fhoo 
deeply,’ he said, ‘young man, for Uiou ai-t the only one of nor 
suite who has hefu sent to her by my own lecommendafaon 
Her gentlewomen are of hei omit nomrnation • rt Mere too uaitt 
to have barred her that pmuloge, though som^heio ^ mho 
reckoned rt inconsistent with sure policy Thw ort ^ung 
and handsome Mmgle in their follies ond i?®® 
deeper designs under tho appeorance of female levity , 
do mine, dothou countermine For tho rest, boar all deoonmi 
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and rcspBCt to the pcison of thy mistress . she is a princess, 
though a most unhappy one, and hath been a queen, though 
non', alas I no longei snoli Fay, theicfore, to hci all honoui 
and respect consistent nith tliy fidelity to tlio King and mo 
And non, farenell ' Yet staj- — ^jou tiavelnith Lord Lmdesay, 
a man of the old \rorld, rough and honest, though untaught, 
SCO that thou offend him not, foi he is not patient of laillciy, 
and thou, I have heard, nit a craok-haltci ’ This ho said nith 
n smile, then added, ‘I could have nished the Loid Lindesay’s 
mission had been ontiustcd to some other and more gentle 
noble’ 

'And nhoreforo should you nish that, my lordi’ said 
Morton, nho oven then entered the apartment , ' tlio council 
have decided foi the best, ne have bad but too many pioofa 
of this lady’s stubbornness of mind, and tbo oak that resists the 
sharp steel axe must bo men with the rugged non nedge 
And this IS to bo hei page? My Lord Regent hath doubtless 
instructed you, young man, how you shall guide } ourself in 
these mntteis, I will add but a little hint on my part You 
are going to the castle of a Douglas, where tacachciy never 
th*vos the first moment of suspicion will bo the last of yoiu 
life My kmsman, 'William Douglas, understands no lailleiy, 
and if he once have cause to think you false, you will wavci in 
the wind from the castle battlements cio the sim set upon his 
auger And is the lady to have an almoner witlialf ’ 

‘O^onnlly, Douglas,’ said the Regent, ‘it were haid to 
dray the spiritual consolation which she thmks essential to her 
salvation ’ 


‘You are ever too soft-hearted, my lord Wliat I a false 
j^est to commumoote her lamentations, not only to our un- 
fnends in Scotland, but to the Guises, to Rome, to Spam, and 
iknow notwheie’’ 


‘ Real noy mid tbo Regont, * we will take such order that no 
tieacheiy shall happen ’ 

it Morton, ‘you know my mmd 

res^ctmg tho woneh you havo oousented sho shall receive as a 

1 ever 

mimical to us md we not been 
^ y* '>een purveyed of a page as much to her 

^tmg-dai^I r henx a reLur that an old 
mad R^sh pilgiuner, who posses for at least half a saint 
among them, was employed to find a fit subieT^ 

We have escaped that danger atleasV said Murray, ‘and 
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coni crtcd it into n point of ndrnntagc by gcnding this boy of 
Olcndinning’s , and foi lior mutmg-dnmscl, 3011 cannot grudge 
Iicr one poor maiden instead of her four noblo Ifancs and all 
tlicir RillvCn train?’ 

‘I care not so much for the naiting-muidcn,’ said Morton, 
' hut I cannot brook the almoner I think priests of all pci- 
stiasions are ranch like each other Hcio is John Kuos, nlK) 
made such a noblo pullcrdoun, w ambitioiib of becoming a 
setter lip, and a foundci of schools and colleges out of the abbey 
lands, and bishops’ rents, and other spoils of Bomi^ which the 
nobility of Scotland liaio non nith their sword and bow, and 
witli which he would now endow newr lures to sing the old drenc ’ 
‘John IS a man of God,’ said the licgcnt, ‘and his sebeme is 
a dciout iniagnmtion ’ 

The iicdatc smile with which this was spoken left it impos- 
sible to conjecture whether the words were meant m approbation 
or in dctiMon of the plan of the Scottish Reformer Turning 
then to Roland Gnome, ns if he thought he had been long enough 
n w itnoss of this ooiiicrastion, ho bade him get him presently to 
horse, since my Lord of Lindcsny was aheady mounted The 
page made his rerctcncc, and left the apartment t 

Guided by Michael Wing-tlio-Wind, ho found liis horse icady 
saddled and jireparcd for the journey m front of the jxiloce 
poicb, where hovered aliout a score of mcn-atnnns, whose leader 
bhowed no small symptoms of surly impatience 

‘ Is tins the jackanape page for whom we haie waited thus 
long f ' said he to Wing-tlie-Wind * And my Lord Rutbren will 
raaoh the castle long bcfoie us < ’ 

Michael assented, and added that the boy had been detained 
by the Regent to recciio some parting instructions The 
li^cc made an inarticulate sonnd m Ins throat, expressire of 
sullen acquiescence, and calling to one of Ins domestic attend- 
ants, ‘Edward,’ said lie, ‘take the gallant into your diaige, and 
let him speak with no one else ’ 

Ho tlicn addiebsed, by the title of Sir Robert, an elderly 
and lespcetible-looking gentleman, the only one of the parly 
who seemed nbq\C tho rank of n retomer 01 domesbe, and 
observed that they must get to horse with all speed 

Dnnng this discourse, and while they were ndmg slowly 
ninng the Street of tlie suburb, Roland had time to examine 
more accurately the looks and figure of the baron who was at 

thou head , 

LordLindcsayof tlioByies was rather touched tlion stnofccn 
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'Aith yeaxs His upnght staturo and sbong limbs still showed 
him fully equal to all the eserhons and fatigues of wai His 
thick eyehiows, now paitially gnzded, lonei^ ovci loigo cj'cs 
full of dark fire, which seemed yet darker from the uncommon 
depth at whii^ they were srt m his head His features, 
naturally strong and harsh, had their sternness exaggerated by 
one or two scars received in battle These fcatnies, naturally 
caloulated to express the haisher passions, weie sliaded by an 
open steel cap, with a projecting fiont, but having no visor, 
over the gorget of nhich fdl the Uack and giizslcd beard of the 
gnm old baxon, and totally hid the loaei part of his face ^e 
icst of his dress nos a loose buff-coat, whidi had onco been 
lined with silk and adorned ivith cmlnoidcry, hut which seemed 
much stamed with travel and damaged with cuts, leceived pioh- 
ably m battle It coveied a oordet which had once been of 
polished ated, fairly gilded, but w as now somewhat injured with 
rust A sword of antique make and uncommon sizc^ framed to 
he wielded with both hands, a kind of weapon which was then 
hegmnmg to go out of use, hung fiom his neck m a haldni^ 
and was so disposed as to traverse his wliolc person, the huge 
lnlt ajmeanng over his left shoulder, and the pomt leachmg 
wellnigh to the nght heel, and jamng against his spm as he 
walked This unwieldy weapon could only be nnnhwith e d hy 
puUmg the handle over the left shoulder, for no human nnn 
was long enou^ to diaw it m the usual manner The whole 
cqmpmont was that of a rude wamor, negligent of his extenoi 
even to misanthiopioal sullenness, and the short, harsh, 
haijghty tone which he used towards his attendants belonaed 
to tho flaoio uupolisbed character ^ 

Lmdesay at the head of 
toe party iras an absolute contrast to him in mannei. foim and 
features Hm ^n and silky ban was already whito thoutth 
he seemed wt ebmo foity-five or fifty years old ^ tone 
msmuating , his form tom, spare, and bent 
y an stoqt , his pale cheek was expressive of shiewd- 

n^ and mtelligence, his eye was quick though pli P Tf) and hia 
whole d^eanonr mild and wncdiatory Ife ®io£^ ’Sw 

ty clergymeS^ or others of peaci 

andStoS^ ^ '^th a cap 
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IIjo pajty lind now quitted the toiin, and proceeded, at 
a Btoiidy tjol, tonaida the Meal, As Ihoy prosecuted their 
jnimicj, Itolaiid Gnome would gladl} luvic learned something 
of its ]mi]iosa and Icndeiio^, but the conntcunneo of thopei- 
miingo licit to M horn ho had bcoii pi u‘cd m the twiin discouTtiged 
nil iippionch to fnmihuil^ Tho baton htinsclf did not look 
more grim and iti'icccssiblo thou his feudal lotaincr, whoso 
gnsly belli d fell oici his month like tho portoulhs liefora tho 
gate of a c.'istlc, ns if foi the pniposc of i»o%cnting tho csca]w 
of aiir word of mIucIi nbsoltilc necessity did not demand tho 
utteninee Tho icst of tho tram seemed under tho same taci- 
tnni inflnener, and joumc} cd on m ithont a m ord being exchanged 
amongst them, moic like .1 tioop of Carthusian fnars tlian a 
psitj of iniht iry rctaiiicn Boland Gimme Mas Biirpnsed at 
this citrcmity of discipline, for exen 111 tho household of tho 
Knight of Aicnel, though somculiat distinguished for theaccu- 
rac> with mIucIi dcconini was cufmecd, a jonnioj was a period 
of license, dm mg mIiicIi jest and song, imd everything within 
tho linuts of hcconnng nnrtli and pistimo, was freely pennitted 
This unusual silence was, honover, so fat acocpbiWo that it 
gave him tune to bung any slindoM of judgment whioli he p®r 
aossed to council on Ins own situation and prospects, which 
would have appeared to any renviimblo jicrson in tho highest 
dcgico daiigorons and poiplcxing 

It was quite evident that ho had, thiongh v aliens ciicum* 
sbuiccs not nndci Ins own control, formed contradiotoiy con- 
ncsions with both tho contending factions by whose stiifo tho 
kin^om was distmcted, without lieing propcily an adherent 
of eithoi It seemed also clear thxt tho same situation in the 
household of tho deposed Qncen, to which ho was now pomoted 
by tho mfluonco of tho llcgcnt, had been destined to him by Ins 
cntliiisiastic grandmotlici, Mngd,i.len Grmmo. foi on tins sub- 
ject tho wolds which Horton hatl dropped had been a ray of 
light , vot it was no loss oleai that those two persons, tho ono 
thodcckiicd onomy, tlio othci tho cnthusinstio votary, of tho 
Catholic religion , the ono at tho head of tho King’s now 
govoinmciit, tho qthcr, who regarded that govoiaiment as a 
Giiminal usmpation, must have required ond expected very 
dificront set vices from tho individual whom they had thus 
united in locommciiduig It leqmied very httlo reflection to 
foiosco that these oontmdictoiy Unims on his sorvice m^ht 
speedily place him in a situatiou where hvs honour tw well as 
his hfo might bo endnngerod But it was not m Boland 
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Gnome’s nature to anticipate evil before it come, or to prepare 
to combat difficulties before tliey ainvcd ‘I uill see this 
beautiful and unfortunato Mary Stuart^’ be said, ‘of irhoni uc 
have beard so much, and then there mil be fame enough to 
determine vrhether I mil bo kmgsman or quoensmaii None of 
them can say I have given mud or promise to either of their 
factions , foi tliey have led mo up and douu like a hlmd Billy, 
mthout giving me any light into uhat I uas to do But it 
Mos lucky that gnm Douglas came mto the Begent’s closet this 
mommg, otherwise 1 had never got free of him mthout plight- 
mg my troth to do all tlie Eail would have me, which seemed, 
after all, but foul play to the poor impnsoncd lady, to place her 
page os an espial on her’ 

Skipping thus lightly over a matter of such consequence, 
the thoughts of the hare-brained boy went a-wool-gatheimg 
after more agreeable topics Now he admired the Gothic toweta 
of Bambougle, nsmg from the scorbeaten rock, and overlooking 
one of the most ^onous landscapes m Scotland , and now ho 
began to consider what notable sport for the hounds and the 
hawks must be afforded by the vanegated ground over which 
they travelled , and now he compared the steady and dull trot 
at which they were then prosecuting their journey with the 
dehght of Bweepmg over hill and dale in pursuit of bis favountc 
sports under the influence of these joyous recollections, 
ho gave his hone the spur, and made him execute a gambade, 
he mstantly meurred the censure of his grave neighbour, who 
hmted to him to keep the pace, and move quietly and m ordei, 
unless ho wished such notice to be taken of his eccentric move- 
ments as was likely to be very displeasmg to him 

The rebuke and the restramt under which the youth now 
found himself brou^t back to his recollection his late good- 


cook, and from that topic his imagination made a short fli glit. 
to Avenel Castle, to the qmet and unconfined hfe of its mhabit- 
ants, the goodness of his early protectress, not forgetting the 
denizens of its stable^ kennels, and hawk-mews In a brief 
ipace, all these subjects of meditation gave way to the remem- 
brance that riddle of womankmd, Catherme Seyton, who 
appeared before the eye of his mind now m her fAmnli. form, 
now in hw nrale attire, now m both at once, like some strange 
mram, which presents to us the same mdividual under two 
diftont characters at the same instant Her mysterious pre- 
sent also recurred to his lecolleotion— the sword which he now 
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woie at his side, and 'nhioh ho was iiot to diaw, save by oom- 
mand of his legitimato sovcieiga ' But the key of this mystery 
he judged ho was likoly to find in the issue of his piesont 
journey 

Wifli such thoughts passing thiough his mind, Boland 
Grmmo accompanied the poity of Loid Lindesay to the Queen’s 
Ferry, which they passed in vesBols that lay in loadiness for 
them They onoounteied no adventure whatever in their 
passage, esccptiug one horse being lamed in getting into the 
boat — on incident voiy common on such occasions, until a few 
years ago, when the fony was completely legulated TVliat 
was moie peculioily charactcnstio of the olden age was the 
dischaige of a culvcnu at the party fiom the battlements of 
the old castle of Bosythe, on the uoith side of the feny, the 
lord of which happened to have some public oi private quaiiel 
with the Lord Lindesay, and took this mode of expressing his 
resentment The insult, however, as it was haimless^ remained 
unnoticed and unavenged, nor did anything else occur worth 
notice until the baud h^ oome wheie liochleven qnead its mag- 
nificent sheet of wateis to the beams of a bnght summoi sun 

The ancient castle, which occupies an island nearly m* the 
oentie of the lake, recalled to the page that of A\enoI, m which 
he hod been nurtured But the lake was much loigei, and 
adorned with several islets besides that on which the foi tress 
was situated, and instead of being embosomed in hills like 
tliat of Avenel, had upon the southern side only a rolendid 
mountainous scieen, being the descent of one of the Lomond 
hills, and on the other was surrounded by the extensive and 
fertile plain of Bimoss Boland Gneme looked with some 
degree of dismay on the water-giidled foiticss, whiih then, os 
now, consisted only of one large donjon-keep, Bunoimded with a 
courtyard, with two round flanking towers at the angles, which 
contamed withm its oiromt some otbei buildmgs of inf^or im- 
pmtance A few old tiees, olusteied togethei near the castle^ 
gave some lehof to the an of desdate seclusion, but yet the 
page, while he gazed upon a building so sequestrated, could not 
but feel foi thecsituation of a captive pnneess doom^ to dwell 
there, as well as fm his own *I must have been boin,' he 
thought, ‘under the star that piesides over ladies and lakes of 
water, for I cannot by any means escape from the sei vice of tlie 
one or ftom dwelling in the other But if they allow mo not 
the fair freedom of my sport and exercise, they shall find it ns 
hard to confinea wild drake as a youth who con swim liko one ’ 
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Tho liimd liad now readied the edge o{ the water, and one 
of tho paity odvauoing duiplaycd Loid Liudesay’s pennon, wai- 
ing it repeatedly to and fro, while that baron hunbclf blow a 
clamoioua blast on his bugle A bannei was presently displa} cd 
fiom the loof of the castle m reply to these signals, and one or 
two figuics weie seen busied ns if uumoonng a boat which lay 
dose to the islet 

‘ It will be some time cie they can leach ns with the boat,' 
said tho compamon of tho Loid Lmdesay , ‘ should we not do 
wdl to pioceod tothe town, and array ourselves in some better 

ordei, ore we appear before ' 

‘You may do ns you list, Sir Robert,’ replied Lindesay, ‘ I have 
neither time nor temper to waste on such vanities She has 
cost me many a hard nde, and must not now take offence at 
the thieadbaro cloak and soiled doublet that I am arra 3 rcd in 
It IE the Ineiy to which she has brought all Scotland ’ 

‘Do not speak so harshly,’ said Sir Robert, ‘if she hath 
done wrong, die hath dearly abj'cd it, and m losing all real 
powei, one would not depnve her of the little external homage 
due at once to a lady and a pnnccss ’ 

‘1 say to you once more, Sir Robeit Melville,’ replied Lmdesay, 
‘do as you wifl , for me, I am now too old to dink myself ns a 
gallant to grace the bower of dames ’ 

‘The bower of dames, my lord I’ said Melville, looking at tho 
rude old tow or * is it yon dark and grated castle, the prison of 
a capbi e queen, to which you give so gay a name ? ’ 

‘Name it as you list,’ relied Lindesay, ‘had tho Regent 
desiicd to send an envoy capable to speak to a captive queen, 
thoie are many gallants m his court who would have courted 
the occasion to make speeches out of Amadit of Gaul or the 
Minor of Knighthnod But when he sent blunt old Lmdcsav, 
he j^ow ho would speak to a misguided woman, os her former 
misdomgs and her present state render necessary I sought 
not this employment it has been thrust upon me and I will 
not cumber myself with moie form in the disohaige of it than 
needs must bo tacked to such an oconption ’ 

So saying, Loid Lindesay thiow himself Trom horseback, 
ndmg-oloak around him, lay down at lamr 
length upon the swaid, to await the amval of the beak which 

towards the shore Sir 
^bert Mdville, who had also dismounted, walked at short turns 
to and no upon tho bank, his arms crossed on his hrpjn*, 
often lookmg to the castle, and displaying m-his couutouance a 
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matiuo of sorrow and of anuoty. The rest of t1)o paity sate 
hko statues on lioisolxiclc, 'nithout movuig so mudi as the 
points of thou Uncesj which they hold upiightin the on 

As soon as the hoat appro<iohra a rude quay oi landing-placo 
neat to which they had stationed themselves Lord Lmaesay 
stoitcd up from his recumbent postuic, and asked the person 
nlio steered nhy he had not brought a larger boat witih him to 
iianspoit his letinue 

‘ & please you/ieplicd the boatman, ‘ because it is the order 
of out lady that we bnng not to the castle more than foui 
poisons ’ 

'Thy lady is a wise woman,* said Lindesay, 'to su^ect mo 
of tioaohoiy * Oi, had I intended it, nhat is to hindoi us fiom 
tliiowiug you and yotii comiados into the lake and filling the 
boat with my own fdlowsl’ 

The steersman, on heating this, made a hasty signal to Ins 
men to hack their ooi^ and hold off fiom the shoic whirai they 


' wEy, thou ass,’ said Lindesay, ' thou didst not think that I 
meant thy fool’s head soiious harm 1 Hoik thee, 'y™ 
fewer than three aeivants I will go no whither, Sir Botot 
Afelvillo will icqiuie at least tho attendance of one domestic , 
and It will be at your penl and your lady s to refuse w ad- 
missiou. come hither as wo aie on matters of gieat natianal 


^°Tho steersman answcicd with fiimnea^ but wito great 
oivihfy of e\pies8ion, that his ordeis weie positree to ^g ot 
more than four into tho island, but he offered to row book to 

obtain a revisal of his mstruotiOTB „ , „ v i. j 

'Do so my fneud,' said Su Eobert MelTill^ after he had m 
vam oudeivomed to persuade his stubborn oompomon to con- 
sent to a tompoioiy abatement of his tram row 1»* ^ 
mstl" . Bith It will be no hotter, and obtain thy lady’s orders 
to transport tho Lord Lindesay, myself, and our retmue 


^’^d hearken,’ said Lord Lindesay, 
nace, who oomo# os an attendant on youi lad/s gnest Di^ 
. 1 , » hn. flddiessme Boland, ‘and omhaik with 


mount, sirrah,’ said ho, addiessing Boland, 

them in that boat ’ , j r r, 

‘And what is to become of my horsel’ said Gneme, 

answerable for him to my master 


‘lam 


thou wilt 


iBweraoie lor uuu uj 

‘I will relievo you of the charge, said 3^“^®®^,, 
have httle enow to do with horse, saddle, oi bndle for ten 
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jem to come Thoa mayet iftke the halter an thou nilt it 
may stand thee in a tnm ’ 

' If 1 thought so,’ said Maud 

But he was mteinipted hy Sir Robert Melville, uho said to 
him, good-humouredly, ‘Dispute it not, young friend lesist- 
ance can do no good, but may well run thee mto danger ’ 
Boland Grteme fdt the justice of uhat he said, and, though 
ncithei dcbghted with the matter nor manner of Lmdesay’s 
address, dee^ it best to submit to necessity, and to cmhaik 
without further remonstmnee The men plied their oars The 
quay, with the party of horse stationed near it, receded from 
the page’s eyes, the castle and the islet seemed to draw near 
in tlie same proportion, and m a brief space he landed under 
the shadow of a huge old tree which overhung the landing- 
place The steersman and Gimue leaped ashoie , the boatmen 
lemnined lying on them oars ready foi hvthei service 
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Could valour aoghi ovail or people's love, 

Iranco hod not went Ka^srre s biaio Henty slain , 

If nit or liciut} could compassion move. 

The Born of Scotland had not wept m vain 

Lin 18 , in a Jtogat ildutc^eum. 

At the gate of tho courtyatdof Lochlcven appeared the stately 
fonn of tlio Lady of Locliloven, a female whose early charms 
had captivated James V, bj nliom she became mother of the 
cclobmted Regent Murnij As she was of noble birth, being 
a daughter of tho house of Mai, and of great beauty, her 
intimnoy with James did not prarent her being aftenvifrds 
sought in honourable inainago by many gallnuts of tbc time, 
Rinoiig whom sho hod profenred Sir IVilhom Douglas of Loch- 
lovcn But well has it been said, — 

Our pleasant vices 
An mode the whips to wouigs ua. 

Tlie station wbich tbc Lady of Locbloven now held os tlie wife 
of a man of high rank and intcreet^ and the mother of a lawful 
family, did not prevent her uoiuishmg a pamfol sense of 
degradation, even while she was proud of tho talents, tho 
power, and the station of her sou, now prime ruler of the state, 
blit still a pledge of her illicit intercourse ‘ Had James done 
to lici,’ slio said m her sccict heart, ' the justice he owed her, 
she luid seen m hci son, .is a source of nnmiscd delight and of 
uncliastcncd pndc, tho lawful monarch of Scotland, and one of 
tho ablest who qsm swayed the sceptre The house of Mar, 
not iilfciioi III antiquity oi grandeui to that of Drummond, 
would then have also boasted a queen among its daughters, 
and escaped tbc stain attached to female fiailty, even when it 
lias a royal lover for its apology ’ "While such feelings preyed 
on a bosom naturally proud and severe^ they had a ceirespand- 
ing oScot on her countenance, where, with Ihe remams of great 
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beantj, -were nungled traits mdicatiTO nS inTord discoateat and 
peendi melanoholj. It perhaps contributed to increase this 
habitual temperament, that the Lady Lochlercn had adopted 
uncommonly rigid and severe vieus of religion, imitating in 
her ideas of Beformed faith the very \ioist enors of the 
Catholios, m limiting the benefit of the Qospel to those vho 
profess their oim ^ecnlative tenets 
. In every respect, the unfortunate Queen Mary, now the com- 
pulsory guest, or rather prisoner, of this sullen lady, was o1>- 
nonouB to her hostess. Lady I^hleven disliked her as tho 
daughter of Mary of Ouise, the legal possessor of those nghts 
over James's heait and hand of wluch she conceived herself 
to have been injuriously depnved, and yet more so as the 
professor of a religion which she detested uorse than paganism. 

Such was the dame who, with stately mien, and sharp yet 
liandsome features, shroud^ by her black velvet coif, inter- 
rogated the domestic who steered her barge to tho shoie, what 
hod become of Lindesay and Sir Robert Melville. Tho man 
related what had passed, and she smiled scornfully as she 
replied, 'Fools must be flattered, not foughten with Bow 
biiar — make thy excuse as thou canst — say Lord Butdiven hath 
already reached this castle, and that he is impatient for Lord 
Lindosay's presence Away with thee, Bandal — yet stay, what 
galopin IS that thou hast brought hither 1’ 

'So please you, my lady, ho is the page who is to wait 
upon ’ 

'Ay, the new male mmion,’ said the Lady Lodhleven, 'the 
female attendant aiiived yesterday I shall have a well-ordered 
house with this lady and her letmue, but I trust they will 
Mou find some others to undertake such a charge Begone^ 
Bandal , and you (to Boland Grasme), follow me to tho gaiden ’ 

She led the way with a slow and stately step to the small 
garden, which, inclosed by a stone wall ornamented with 
statues, and an aitifioial fonntam in tho centie, extended its 
dull partones on the side of tho courtyard, witli which it com- 
municat^ by a low and aiched portal. Within the narrow 
cnoiut of Its foimal and hunted walks, Maiv Stuart was now 
Icaniing to perform the weary part of a pnsoner, which, witli 
little mtorval, she was doomed to sustam dunng the remainder 
of her life She was followed m her slow and melancholy 
cx^se W two female attendants, but m tbe first glanra 
wmdi Roland Gn^e bestowed upon one so illustnous by 
birth, so distinguished by her beauty, necomphohments and 
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misfortune^ he iras sensible of the presence of no otlier thm 
the unhappy Queen of Scotland 

Hei face, her form, hare boon so deeply impressed upon the 
imagination thal^ eren at the distance of neoily three centime^ 
it 18 unnecessary to lemind the most ignorant and uninformed 
leadei of the striking traits uhich oharacteiise that remailrablo 
countenance^ which seems at once to combine our ideas of the 
majestn^ the pleasing, and the bnlhanl^ learuig us to doubt 
uhether they ei^iesa most happily the queen, the heauly, or 
tile accomplished woman Who is theie thal^ at the reiy 
mention of klaty Stuart's name^ has not her countenance 
befoie him, fomihar os that of the mistress of his youth, or the 
favDuiite daughter of his advanced ogef Even those who feel 
themselves compelled to btiieve all, or much, of uhat her 
enemies laid to her oharge, cannot think without a sig^ upon a 
countenance expressive of anything mthei than the foul cranes 
with which she was ohoiged uhen living, and which still con- 
tinue to ahade^ if not to blacken, bei memoiy That brow, so 
tiuly open and lugal, those eyebious, so icgularly gnux^I, 
whioh yet weie saved from the chaige of regular insipidity by 
the beautiful efiect of the hazel eyes which they ovemreked, 
and which seem to utter a thousand histones, the nos^ with 
all its Gieouin pieoision of outlme, the month, so uen-propoi- 
boned, so sweetly formed, «s if designed to sp^ nothing but 
what was delightful to hear, the dimpled chin, the stately, 
suon-like neok — form a countenance the like of wluch we knou 
not to have existed in any otiier character moving in that high 
class of life uheie the actresses as well as the actors command 
general and undivided attention It is m vain to say that the 
poiboits which exist of this lemorkable woman are not like 
each other, for, amidst then discrepancy, each possesses general 
featuies ufoch the eye at once acknowledges as peculiar to the 
vision which oui imegmation has raised while ue lead her 
history for the first tunc, and wbudi has been impiesscd upon 
it by the numeious pnnts and pictnies which we have seen 
Indeed, we cannot look on the worst of them, however deficient 
in point of exeoution, without saying that it is meant for Queen 
Jfory , and no small mstance it is of the power of bcauly, that 
hei charms sbonld have remained the subject not merely of 
admirattou, but of warm and tiiivalrous mteicst* after the 
inpif P of snob a length of time We know that by for the most 
acW of those who, in latter days, have adopted the unfavour- 
able view of ifory's character, long<^, like the executaonor beforo 
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lu8 dtcadfnl task'was petformed, to kiss the fair hand of her on 
Trhom ho 'was about to perform so homble a duty 

Dressed, then, in a deep mourning robe, and uith all those 
charms of face, shape, and manner \rhi^ faithful tradition 
has made each leadei familiar, Haiy Stuart advanced to meet 
the Lady of Lochleven, vrho, on her part, endeavomed to conceal 
dislike and apprehension under the appearance of respectful 
iiidifTcronce The truth iras, that she had expenenced re- 
peatedly the Queen’s supenoniy m that species of disguised 
yet cuttmg sarcasm uith vrhich iromen can successfully avenge 
thcmselTca for real and substantial injuries It may be ivml 
doubted vrhether this talent vras not os fatal to its possessor 
ns the many others enjoyed by that highly gifted, but most 
unliappy, female, foi, uhile it often aSbided hei a momentaiy 
triumph over her keepers, it failed not to exasperate their 
resentment, and the satire and sarcasm m vrhich die hod 
indulged uore frequently letaliated by the deep and bitter hard- 
ships uhich they had the power of inflictmg It is well known 
thathci death's as at length hastened by a letter which shewrotc 
to Queen Elizabeth, m which die treated hei jealous rival and 
the Countess of Shrewsbury with the keenest irony and ridicule 
As the ladies mot together, the Queen said, bending her 
head at the same time in letum to the obeisance of the Lady 
Lochleven — ‘We are this day fortunate we enjoy the company 
af om amiable hostess at an unusual hour, and during a period 
'sliioh we have lutherto been permitted to give to our private 
exorcise But our good hostess knoa s wdl she has at all famiM. 
access to our presence, and need not observe the useless cere- 
mony of requiring our permission ’ 

‘I am soriy my presence is doomed an intrusion by youi 
Grace, said the Lady of Loohloven ‘ I came but to announce 
the amval of an addition to your tram,’ motionmg with her 
Iiand ^ards Boland Gnmne, 'a cucumstance to which ladies 
ate seldom mdiifcront ’ 

ladyship’s pardon, and am bent to tho 
muh with oblipitions for the kindness of my nobles— or my 

^ “i tlieml— who have pqpnitted me such a 
rcsj^tablo addition to my personal retinue 

They liai c indeed studied, madam,’ said the Ladv of Loch- 
Irillo tdwarfsyour Gra^LmSt 

‘ Impossible 1’ said the Queen; ‘the bounty which penmts 
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tho daughter of bo many lnng% and who yot » queen of tho 
realm, tlio attondnnco of two irnitiug-nomon and a boy, is a 
gtnco which Atnty Stuart can ncrci sufficiently acknowledge 
Why I my tiaiii will bo equal to tluit of any conntiy dame m 
this }Oitr kingdom of Fife, s>iTiiig but tho lack of a gontlemui- 
nshot .ind a pan or two of bliiCHiDatcd scrvmg-men Hut 1 
must not foigct, in my selfish joy, the additional tioublo and 
charges to which this magiiincent augmentation of our tiam 
will put oui kmd hostess and tiio whole house of Lodilcion 
It IS this piudcnt anxiety, I am awote, which clouds yoni brow^ 
my w 01 thy lady But bo of good cheer tho croivn of Scotland 
lins ninny n fan manor, and yoiu afibotioiiato son, and my no 
loss afibotioiiato biotlior, will endow tho good knight your 
husband with tho best of thorn, cio kbuy should be dismissed 
fiom this hosptablo cnstlc fiom youi ladjship's lock of means 
to siippoit tho ohatges ’ 

‘The Douglasses of Lochlovon, madam,’ answered tho lady, 
‘liavo known fot ages liow to discharge tliou duty to tho sta^ 
without looking foi icwatd, oven when tlio task was botli 
nkaomo and dangotons ’ 

‘Nay I but, my doai Lochicvmi,* said tlio Queen, ‘you sio 
orei-BoiapuIous» I pray you ooeopt of a goodly mnnoi, what 
should snppoit tlio Queen of Scotland, m this her pmoely court, 
sniung hot own crown-lands, and who should minister to tto 
wants of a mothoi, save .m aflbotionate son like tho Eail rf 
Miiiiay, who possoasos so woudeifiilly both the power and 
inolinatiouf Or said you it was the dnngoi of the task which 
clouded youi smooth nud hospitable brow 7 No doubt, a p^ 
18 a foiraidablo addition to my body-guard of females, ond I 
bethink me it must have boon for tliat reason that my Loid of 
Lmdesay xotiiscd even now to souturo withm the reach of a 
force 80 foimidablo, without being attended by a competent 


Tho Lady Lochlovon staited, and looked sometlimg smpnBod , 
and Maiy, suddenly changing hei maunoi from tho smooth, 
ironical ofibohition of mildness to an accent of austere command, 
'and diawmg up at tho same tune hci fine person, said, with 
tho full majesty d hex xank, ‘Yes ' Lady of I^hloven, I Imw 
thatBuOivon is already in the casUe, and that Lmdesay waits m 
tho bank tlio xetiiin of youi ba’rge to bring him 
Sii Robext Mdvillo For what pnipose do these nobles come* 
and why am I not in ordinary dooency applied of tteix amvun 
‘Thoir puipose^ madam,’ replied the Lady of Locliloven, 
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' they musb tiunnselvea orplain , l>\it a formal onnanciation \rero 
needleBa^ 'Wlieie your Grace hath attendanta 'who cau play the 
espial 80 well ’ 

‘Alas > poor Meimng,’ said the Queen, turning to the older 
of the female attendants, ‘thou 'wilt be toed, condenmed, and 
gibbeted for a spy m the gamsou, because lliou didst c^nce 
to cross the great hall while my good Lady of Lochleron Was 
parleying at the full pitch of hei voice with her pilot Bandal. 
Put black wool m thy cars, ^ 1 , as you value tho wearing of 
them longer Remembei, in tho Castle of Loohleren, ears and 
tougues aio matters not of use, but for show merely. Our 
good hostess can hear, as weU as speak, for us all We excuse 
your fuithei attendance, my lady host^,’ she said, once more 
addressing the object of her lesentment, ‘and letiie to piepaie 
for an mterview with our lebd lords We will uso tho ante- 
chamber of our sleeping apartment as our hall of audience 
You, young man,’ she proceeded, addressmg Roland Gioime, and 
at once softenmg the ironical sharpness of her manner into 
good-linmouied mlloiy — ‘ you, w ho aie tdl oui male attnndimm, 
from om Lord High Chamberlain down to our least galopin, 
fcilow ns to piepare om court * 

She turned, and -walked slowly towards tho castle Tho 
Lady of Loohleven folded her arms, and smiled in bitter resent- 
ment, as she watched her lotiring stops 

‘Thy whole male attendance i ’ she muttered, repeatmg the 
- Queen^ last words, 'and well foi thee had it been had thy train 
never bem lai^’, then turmng to Roland, in whose way she 
liott stood while making this pause, she made room for him to 
pass, cajiiig at the same time, ‘Art thou alieady cavesr 
dropping 1 follow thy mistress, minion, and, if thou wilt, toll 
1101 what I have now said ’ ' 


EoJnnd G^e hastened aftei his royal mistiess and hei 
lust entered a postern gate oomnmnicating 
betwixt ae castle and tho smaU garden They ascended a 
w ming Stan as high as the second story, which was in a great 
memuro ^ipied W a suite of three rooms, opening mto^ch 
othoi, and assigned as tho dwelling of thn ^pUvl pnn“ffl 
The ontemost was a small hall or onte-rLi, intU S 
^ed a ]ai |3 pailour, and from that againho Queen’s 
Snr ftimtment, which^oned into the sSi 

^ gentlewomen m waiting 

Roland Gnemo stopped, as beoame bis station, m the ontei- 
of Gicse apartments, there to nwiut such orfors as 
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Alas'’ die added, \rliea die had lepeated aith a smile these 
lines of an old ballad, ‘ violence has already lobhed me of the 
oidmoijr decorations of my rank , and the few that natuic gave 
me have been destroyed by sorrow and by fear ’ Yet, while she 
ipoko thu^ she agam let W slender fingers sfciay through tho 
i^demoss of the beautiful tresses which veiled her kingly neck 
and Ewelhi^ bosom, as if, m her agony of mmd, die had not 
altogether lost the consciousness of hei imnvalled charms 
Boland Gneme, on whose youth, inexperience, and ardent sense 
of what was dignified and lovely die demeanour of so fair and 
high-hom a lady wrought like we diarm of a magimnn, stood 
rooted to tho spot with surprise and mtercst, longing to hasaid 
his life m a quanel so fair as that which Mary Stuart's must 
needs he She had been faicd m France — she was possessed 
of tho most distingmdied heanty — she had reigned a queen, 
and a Scottidi queen, to whom knowledge of character was 
as esscutuil as the use of vital am In all thauft m ptiwfap fi 
Mary was, of all women on tho earth, most alert at perceivmg 
and nsmg the advantages which her charms gave her over 
almost all who came withm tho sphere of then She 

«Rt on Boland a glance which might have melted a heart of 
stone ' My poor boy,’ die said, with a feehng partly leal, 
partly politio, ‘thou art a stranger to ns, sent to this doleful 
captivity from the society of some tendei mother, or sister, oi 
maiden, wi* whom yon hod fieedom to tread a gay measure 
roimd the Jtfaypole I gneve foi you; but you aie the colv 
household— wilt thou obey my oidcrsV 
said Gneme, in a determined tone 
«i,««i I Fu ® apartment,’ said the Queen — 

Keep It tUl they offer actual violence, or till we diaU he fitlv 
arrayed to receive these intrusive visitra ’ ^ 

^ “y ^y>’ said Boland 

any hesitafaon which he had felt concerning the hne 

■Not so, my good youth,’ answered Mary— ‘not so. I mm 
aS*ffwofcVl«fvJta“® beside ^ much 

thenmfe^^v^L^ ^“lence, and 

w ith ? fim.i ^ ®bnrge you Eemember my oommands ’ And 

w tai2:r’*;s 

bedroom. ’ “y attendants, entered the 
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'IIm' jrtiniui'st jtiMKivI fur linlf n •nvonJ oro rfin folloiNwl 
lit r r-(»it{i iiiioti, ntul iiuuli'> n to Itnlund (inm? vith her 
h'Jiul Up Imrl Ir-i-ii hln ady hinj; .\w(irp tliit t!iw w.isCathcniiu 
'k 'nhtpli (uiilil iint iiiiji'h Mii7)riMMi;hniith 

•»r tjHwh int'IUvtM, \vliii Its ol|pi‘t< tl ilic pnrt. of intsteurms 
•hsmuri* nhiih Irul juswsl iN'ttuvt (lie tvo iimtroiis at the 
i|> «»t. il iMiiimrs, ’iiid till t.hiph hm ineclinf! with C.ithcrinc 
III thiK |»l.n i< oiiiisl to list to imitli light \ of, Mieli u.w the 
I ll!^^■»"•lllgonts>^ of Mtiiv'a iirp-piMH', that it suMiioiinlcd for the 
iiiiiiiii<nt PMii the fpolitigs of i youthful lot pi , and it tins not 
mttil f'ltiKiiiiP .Vitori hid (hoiitjipitcd that Jltolntid lKg.111 to 
miiMdii 111 wlril itlnlioii they were f»» Mind to cich other 
* .‘'111' held iiji hiT Imiid to nip iii n ronimniuhng iiimnci,’ he 
thought, ' ]i(i hit])') 'hp milted to confirm nij pnrjio'ic foi the 
i'\Pciition of the (JiuPii'i) eoinmntids for I think 6 hc could 
hi net' ]iiir|Ki.-p to spue me tilth the borl of discipline tihich 
hill’ tulininihtpnsl to thi gniom in the fiiere jacket niid to poor 
All tin ^^oolk'lpk lint ttpti til hpc to that nnon, mcintimc, 
let IIS do just UP to Hip tni'l iepo“ed 111 ns hr this nnhnpp}* 
tjiif cii 1 think nit I/ml of Mtimr nill hiin«crf ovn that it is 
the dtilt of It faithful p.igo to defend hm liidj ngiiiist intnisiOn 
<l|| llPI pi It not * 

Appuitlindji, lip htepiKxl to the little vosfihule, mode fast, 
nitli lopk and lui, the uooi tthich opened from thence to tho 
Inigp stinioasc, mid then (.at himself donn to attend the iCbiiU 
Up litul not lont; to tinit * n indc and stiong hand first cssajed 
to lift the httih, then piiiihrd and shook the door ttiUi moIciicc, 
mid, ttheii it nisisted Ins attempt to open it, exclaimed, 'Undo 
thodooi Ihi'ip, ton Mitliinl’ 

'Whx, mid nt mIioms pommand,’ hiid the page, ‘om I to 
undo tlio dooi of the .ipailmenth of tho Queen of Scotland 1' 
Another t. nil nttcinpt, \iliich made hinge and liolts jingle, 
photterl that the imjnticiit applicant nitlioul noiild xullingly 
hiue ciiteied altogether regmdicss of his clmllougOj but at 
length an .uisacr xias ictmned 

‘ Undo the dooi, on jonr pciil tho Lord Lmdcsaj comes to 
bpedt with the Lads XIar\ of Scotlind’ 

‘Tho Lord I.uideFn, ns a Scoltisli noble,' answered t1icp.igo, 

' must iiwait Ins fos eioign's loisnic ’ 

An on nest altercation ensued amongst those without, in 
whioli Kolnnd distinguished the icmarknblj harsh loice of 
Lmdcsaj in replv to Sir lioliert Mclxillo, who appeared to liaxo 
been using some Footluiig lauguago — * Ko ' 110 * no ' 1 tell tlieo 
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n»' lyiiUplaMapitotdagiiinrttheaootmtotihmbolffluIked 
b a proSigftte Tsoman, and bearded by an ineolent footboy. 

‘fetv at least,* said MeWle, ‘let me tty &it means m the 
first instance Violence to a lady nonld stain yont scutcheon 
forcvei Or asrait till my Lord Buthven comes* 

‘I mil Mfeit no longer,’ sa^ lindesay, ‘ it is high tone the 
business we done, arf ne on our retnm to the council But 
thou mayat by thy fair play, as then callest it, ¥hile I cause 
my tram to piepare the pet^ I came hither provided mth 
as good gunpoador as bleu up the Kirk of Field ’ 

‘For God’s sahe^ be pubenVsaid Melvillo , and, approaching 
the door, he said, as speaking to those mtbin, ' Let the Queen 
knon that I, hei fait^ servant, Bobert Mekille, do entreat 
bei, for her ovn sake, and to prevent worse coneeguences, that 
she uiil iiido the door, and admit Lord Lindesay, who brings a 
mission from the conned of state ’ 

‘I ndl do yonr errand to the Qneen,’ said the page, ‘and 
report to yon her ansner’ 

He went to the door of the bedchamber, and, tapping agamst 
it gently, it was opened by the elder My, to wW he com- 
mintoaM his ensnd, and returned mth dnnebons Mm the 
Queen to admit Sir Bohat klelnlle and Lord Lmdesay. 
Beland Gneme rotumed to the vesUbnle, and qiened the door 
accordmgly, into uhioh the Lord Lindesay sUode, with fte mi 


M v>MW ussa ivugusi IJIO TiViJ UlliV XUfiWVBB ^ 

uhile Melviflc, deeply dejected, followed him more slowly 
'I draw you to mtness and to record,’ said to pngo to this 
last, ‘tbah save for to especial commands of to Queen, I 
would have made good to entrance, with my best sbeneth 


Bilout, jonng man,’ said Mdrilie, m a tone of grave 
rohuke ‘add not brands to fire, this is no tune to make a 
flotiruh of thy ohiTOby * 

‘Sho has M appeared oven jet,’ said Lmd«ay, who bad 
now naclicd to midst of to pailour or audience-room, 'how 
call yon tins tiiflingj' * 

Patiw^ my lord,’ tephed Sir Hohert, '^me pies‘es not, 

and Lord Buthven hath not as yet descended’ ^ 

^ apartment opened, 

Queen Maiy ^ted beiself, advanunf with an m of 
'“““B totally nnraled, 

Mowed Her dress was a robe of black velvet; a small r^ 



WAVLIlLfcV NOVEIS 


Ki 

HIM'JI in fr.»nt, g-nfa full mcw of Itci Itcautifully formed chm 
and JiwI,, lull \ piled llie ty),om On her haul (>hc woro a 
ai|« of Imo, mid n tnitw[*m>nl while \eil hung from her 
sluniMnr) o\er tin* hmi' hhttk rol>c, in huge loo^c folds, bo that 
It t’oiilil lie dnwn at iilcxsttre otcr the face and person. Sho 
Wine a ('ni'os of gold around her neck, and had her roiAiyof 
gold and elwiij Imiigiiig from her girdle She was closely 
fulliiwid I13* her two liidiei, who reiii'uiied btuidiiig behind her 
dunin; the (onferciice. K\eti l^nd Liiidcsa}, though the 
nidest noble of that rude age, was (>iiri>n«cd into bomctliing 
like ic<i{ii.ct hy the iiiiconccrncd .ind majestic mien of Lcr 
wlinni lie hid espected to find frantic witli impotent passion, or 
iIisvo1m.i 1 111 iisdcv., iiiicl Miin sorrow, or overwhelmed with the 
fcirs likolj III Midi a situiition to nssiil fallen royaltj* 

‘ Wc feir wc Ime detained joii, inj Lord of Lmdesay,’ said 
the Qiu'Cii, while she courtcsiLd with digmtj m answer to his 
rdnetint ubLi-Mucc, 'but a feinilo dixai not willmgly receive 
lirr visitors witliniil sonic minutes spent at the toilette. Men, 
inj hml, lire less dependent on mu.Ii ceremonies ’ 

Lord Lindcv.13, cisting his eje down on Ins own tmtcl- 
f Imned nnd disordcnKl dress, muttered bomctrnng of a batty 
joiinicv’, nnd the Queen paid her greeting to Sir Robert Mel* 
villc with courtesy, and even, as it seemed, with Jkmdncss 
TJiero was then n dind juusc^ during which Lmdesay looked 
towards tho door, ns if ci;pcbtuig with impiticucc the colleague 
of tlicir omimssy. The Queen alone was entirely uuemb.irnissed, 
mid, ns if to brctik the silence, she addressed Lord Lmdesay, 
with a ghiiicc at the largo and enuibrous sword which be vrore^ 
ns aircadjr mentioned, hinging from bis neck 

‘You have there a tnistj nnd a weight}' travidling com- 

C inion, m} lord I trasl 30a etpcctcd to meet witli no enemy 
fro, against whom such a formidable weapon could bo neces- 
sary t 1 1 is, incthinks, somew hat a singular ornament for a court, 
tiioiigh I am, as I well need to be, too much of a Stuart to 
fc<ir n bword ' 

' It IS not the firbt time, madam,' replied Lmdesay, bringing 
round tlic wcii|»ib.>so as to rest ito point on tho ground, and 
leaning ono band on tlio huge cro«s*hnudlc — ‘ it is not the first 
time that this weapon has intruded itbclf into the presence of 
tho house of Stuart ’ 

‘Possibly, m3' lord,’ replied the Queen, 'it mayliaTC done 
service to my nneestorb Your auccstois weio men of lovalty. 
•A}', madam,' replied he, 'scivicc it Lath done; but such as 
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wloventattiar to acknowledge nort^aid 
sJcewluc>the tovie 



‘ XOU wilt nuuwa, uy "*'*1 ^ 

explanation camca nothing insulting >nth it ^ 

‘You Aall lodge, madam,’ answered Lin^y Wrth tins 
goodsNSord wuaAtohibald Dougl^M of "^^5 
^memorable day when he aoqmied the name of MbthihlM 
for dragging fwni the presence of your gieat-gr^dfather, tho 
thud James of the race, a crew of mm^ Mtei^ and 
favourites, whom ho hanged over the bndge d 
naming to such reptiles how they app^h a Scottiah ^c. 


honour and nohdity dew at one blow Spens of Kihpmdic, a 
oourber of yoni grandfather, James the Fourth, who had darro 
to speak lightly of him m tho loyal presence Ihcy fought 
neat tho hiook of Fala , and BeU-lhe-Celi, with tins bla^ 
sheared tluough tho thigh of his opponent, snd lopped the 
Imd) as easily as a shepherd’s hoy slices a tnig from a sapling, 
‘My lord,’ rephed the Queen, leddemng, ‘my nerves are too 
good to bo alarmed even hy this ternhlo history May I ask 
how a blade so illnstnous passed from tho house of Douglas to 
that of Lmdesay ? Methirdia it should have been preserved os 
a consecrated relic hy a family who have hdd all that th^ could 
do (gainst their king to be done m favour of their country.’ 

‘ Nay, madam,' said Melville, anxiously interfering, ' e^ not 
that qpiesbon of Lord Lmdesay And you, my had, fra shame 
—for decency, forbear to reply to it’ 

‘It 18 time that this lady should heat tho tiiith,’ rephed 
Lmdesay. 

‘ And he assured,’ said the Qneen, ‘ that she n ill he moved to 
anger by none that you can tdl hei, my lord There are cases 
in which just scom Jias always tho mastery over just anger’ 
‘Then know, ’said Lmd«ay,'that uponthefiddof Cuhetty 
HiH, when that false and infamous traitor and jnnrdorei, James, 
sometime Sail of Bothwell, and mcknamed Duke of Oikney, 
oSbred to do personal battle with any of the associated nobles 
who came to drag lum to justice, I accepted his challenge, and 
was hy the noble Bari of Morton giftw with his good, sword 
that I mi^t therewith fight it out Ah > so hdp me Heaven, 
had hiB presumption been one gram more, or his cowardice one 
gram less, 1 should have done such work irith this good steel 
M 15 
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nil hi<i Imtmmm axrpw tliai tlie hnundt and camon-orotvB 
ulnniM I 1 .U 0 found tliinr inotw*ls daintily car\cd to tlicjr me I’ 
'Hip Qitpcn'i inum"o iiptlnt}'}i gA\o nnj nt tlic mention of 
Itoihvpll'fl ii'inip — A nnnip connected uith siioli a tnun of guilt, 
ili'iiip*, find dii^istf r. Hut the imdonpcd liomtof Lmdesay gave 
tier tiiMP to nl!\ lii.r'clf, tun) tonusuci Mithnn appcaranco of 
ijild (iiiitcnipt — *Jt IS pw to slaj .in cneni\ tvho enters not 
the lists itiit Iisd Mnry Stnnrt inlicntcsl ber fiitlici'B saord 
(IK wpl] IIS Ins •'■pjiiro, till* lioldcst of tici retxils Mioiild not upon 
tb.it liny Iiaic (Otnpl'inns] timt (tic^ bnd no one to cope nitiui 
Your ionlsbip will forgisn me if I nlmdge this conference A 
lincf dc^iriptmii of 11 liloorh fiplit is long cnougli to raiisfy a 
lidj's (iinu'.it} . inid iinIc'S mj Lord of Lnidcsn} lias some- 
tliuii; iiiiin* unjiortant to tell us tliiin of the deeds which old 
]5»11 tlipCit u*hi(‘Md, and how he would himself ha\c emulated 
tiiPin, li id time and tide pciimttcd, wo will retire to our pmatc 
npirtniPiil , and jou, I IcniinGr. hliall finish re.-iding to us sonder 
little treatise D'^ Ltjnnnunn' 

'Tony, III elaiii,' said LnKles.ir, his completion reddening in 
his turn* ‘I know yijurqnickwittoowellofold to hiivcsoiight 
in inten’pw that son might shaiyien its tdge at thccTpcnse 
of my hmiom Lwl Huthacn nid nnself, with Sii Ilolicrfc 
Afpi\ille as a <oncnmvit, come to aoiirCmcc on the part of the 
Hand pouneil, to tender to \on whit much concerns the safety 
of sour own life and the welfaie of the state ’ 

'‘TIio scoiot toumil " s.iid the Queen ‘By what powers 
c.an It subsist or act, while I, from wliom it holds its chameter, 
am here del lined under unjust restraint 7 But it matteie not 
wli.it eoncems the welfare of Scotland aliall he acocptahle to 
Jfirv SUiiirl, umio fioin w bates ci ipiartor it will, and for wrhnt 
romcnis her own life, -lie has hied long enough to weary of 
It, cieii at the age of twenty-fnc Wicro is your collcnguo, my 

lonl, win tames he?’ , .. i 

* Ho conics, iii.ulnm,’said Melvallc and I/»rd Ruths car c^cred 
at the iiist mt, holding in his hand a jiacket As the Queen 
letumcd his laliitation, ahe became deodly pale, but instantly 
rccoiciad hcrselHlij dint of strong and auddeii rcsoliitioD, just 
ns tlio noble, whoso iippcarnncc aeemod to exato such emotions 
m her liosom, entered the ajautmciit m company iwth Gc(^ 
Douglas, the youngest son of the Knight of LoeWeven. srh^ 
diiniig the absence of his father and brethnm, aoh^ ns 
of the c.istlo, under the direction of tho elder Lady Loclilcvcn, 
litb fntlicr s mother 



CHAPTER XXn 

1 ^vo this from ofT uky hcsdi 

And this tuniiefd; sceptre from my hand , 

AVitli mme aim i^is I irssh away my balm, 

'VTith my oim hand I gire away my crown, 

'With mine own tongne deny my sacred state, 

With nune onn breath release ^ dnteous oaths 

Siehardn 

Lohd Ruthvek had the look and bearing which became a soldier 
and a statesman, and the martial cast of his form and featmes 
piocured him the popular epithet of Greystcil, by whudi he was 
diStmguished by his intimates, after the heio of a metrical 
ronunce then geneially known His dress, which was a buff 
coat embioidered, had a half-mihtary chaiactei, but exhibited 
nothing of the soidid neghgence which distmguisbcd that of 
Lmdesay But the son of an ill-fated sue, and the fathei of 
a yet mme unfbrtimate family, bore m bis look that cast of 
inauspicious melandioly by which tiie physiognomists of that 
tune pretended to distmgnish those who were predestmed to a 
violent and unhappy death 

The terror which the presence of this nobleman impressed 
ou the Queen’s mmd arose from the actave shaie he had home 
mthe slaughter of David Bizzio, his father having.piesided 
at the perpetration of that abonunable otune, although so weak 
fiom long and wastmg illness that he could not endure the 
weight of his armour, having ansen fiom a sick-bed to commit 
a murder in the presence of his sovereign On that occasion 
his sou also had attended and taken an aftive part It 'was 
httlc to be wondered at that the Queen, considering hei con- 
dition when such a deed of honor was acted in her presence, 
should rctam an mstmctive terror for the principal actors m the 
murder She returned, however, with grace the salutation of 
tord Bnthven, and extended her hand to Gemge Douglas, who 
kneeled and kissed it with respect— the fiist mark of a subject’s 
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hoiDogo which Boland Gname had seen any of them render to 
tlic captive sovereign She returned his greetmg in silence 
and there was a biief panse, dunpg nhich the steward of the 
castle, a man of a sad brow and a severe eye, placed, under 
Gcoige Douglas's directum^ a table and writing motensls, ond 
the page, ob^ent to his mistress’s dmnb signal, advanced a 
largo chan to the side on which the Queen stood, the table 
thus formmg a sort of bar which divid^ the Queen and her 
personal followers fiom her unwelcome visitors The steward 
then withdiew, after a low leverenco When he had closed the 
door behind bun, the Queen broke silenoe ' With your favour, 
my loids, I will eit , my walks are not indeed extensive enough 
at present to fatigue me greatly, yet 1 find lepose something 
moie necessary than usual ’ 

sat down acooidin^j', and, shading her cheek with her 
beautiful hand, looked keenly and impressively at each of the 
nobles m tmu hlhiy Blenung applied bm keichief to her 
eyes, and Gathenue Seyton and Boland Gneme exchanged a 
glance, wbidi showed that both were too deejdy engrossed with 
Bnnt.miBnfa of interest and commisaiationfor their nyal mish^ 
to think of anything which regarded themselves 

'I wait the purpose of your mission, my lords,* said the 
Queen, after she had been seated for about a minnte without a 
word being spoken — ‘I wait your message horn those yon coll 
the secret oouncil I trust it is a petition of pudou, and a 
desiro that I will lesume my rightful throng without using 
with due seventy my nght of punishing those who have diw 
possessed me of it?’ 

‘Mathim,’ replied Bnthven, ‘it is painful for us to speak 
liftrah tiuths to a pOTCoss who has long ruled us But wo 
come to offer, not to implore, pardon In a word, madi^ we 
have to propose to you, on the part of the Beoret council, tot 
yon Bign these deeds^ which wiH contribute greato to to 
iw ci fi ff»ti"n of the state, to advancement of God’s Word, and 

the welfere of your own future life’ 

‘ Am I expected to take tiiese fair words on trust, my Undl 
or may I hear the'eontents of these roooncilmg papers eie I am 
asked to sign them)’ 

‘Unquestionably, madam, it is our purpose and w^ you 
should read what you are required to sign,’ repbed Ruthveu 
•Beqmied)’ rallied the Queen, with some er^hasiB, hut 
the phrase suits well Ibe matter Read, my lord 

The Lord Bnthven proceeded to read a formal instrumcms 
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running in the Queen’s name, and sotting forth that die had 
been c^cd, at an eaily age, to the adnunistiation of the crown 
and realm of Scotland, and had toiled diligently therein, until 
she was in body and ^int so weaned out and disgnsted that 
she was unable any longer to endure the trawail and pain of 
state afihirs, and that, smeo God bad blessed her with a fan 
and hopeful son, she was desmms to ensure to him, even while 
she yet lived, his succession to the mown, which was his by 
right of hereditary descent ‘Wherefore,’ the mstrnment pro- 
ceeded, 'we, of the motherly auction we beai to our said son, 
have renounced and demittro, and, by these our letters of fiee 
good-will, renounce and demit, the crown, government, and 
guiding of the realm of Scotland, m favour (d oui said son, that 
he may succeed to us as native pnnee thereof, as much as if we 
had been removed by disease, and not by oui own propei act 
And that this demissiaa of om loyal authority may have the 
more full and solemn efTect, and none pretend ignoranci^ wo 
give, grant, and commit full and fice and plain power to our 
trusty cousins. Lord Lindesay of the l^res and William Lord 
Ruthven, to appeal m oui name befoie as many of the nobihty, 
c^^y, and buigesses as may be assembled at Stilling, and 
there, m our name and behalf, publicly, and in then presence, 
to renounce the mown, guidance, and government of this om 
kingdom of Scotland ’ 

^e Queen hme hioke lu with an am of extreme surprise 
‘How 18 this, my lords!’ she said ‘Aie my ears turned rebels, 
that they deemve me with sounds so extraordinary ? And yet 
it 18 no wondm that, having conversed so long with lehclhon, 
they should now force its language upon my understanding 
Say I am mntoken, my lords— say, for the honoiu of yom- 
Bolves and the Scottoh nobility, tbot my n^t trusty cousius 
of Lmdesay and Buthven, two barons of wailike fame and 
aument hn^ have not sought the pnson-bonse of their kind 
mistress foi such a purpose os these wmds seem to imply 
Say, for the sake of honour and loyally, that my ears have 
dccenedmc’ 

‘No, madam,’ said Ruthven, gravdy, ‘your ears do not 
deceive you , they deemved you when they^vere closed against 
the preachers of the Nvangel, and the honest advice of your 
faithful subjects , aud when they were evm open to flattery of 
pickthanks and traitors, foreign cubicalars and domestic mimons 
The land may no longer brook the rule of one who cannot rule 
herself , wherefore I pray you to comply with the last lemam- 
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lug tn'sh of jom subjocta and counsellors, and spare yomself 
and us the further agitation of matters so painful ’ 

'And IS tins all mj loriog subjects lequiie of me, mv lordf' 
said Maiy, m a tone of bittei iiony 'Do they really stmt 
themsidvea to the easy boon iliat I should yield up tlie down, 
which IS mine by biitluight, to an infant which is saucely 
more than a year old , fling down my sceptn^ and take up a 
diBtaflff 0 no ' it is too httle for them to a^ That otliei 
loll of paichment contains something holder to be complied 
with, and which nuy moie highly tax my icodiness to comply 
with tihe petitions of my lieges ’ 

'This paichment^' ausaeied Buthven, in the same tone of 
inflexible giavity, and uiifblding the msiaument as ho spoke, 
'is one by which your Gioce constitutes yom neaiest in blood, 
and the most honourable and Irustaoithy of youi subjects, 
James Bail of Murray, legont of the kingdom dunng the 
mmoiityof the young £ing He olieody holds the appomtmont 
fioin the seciet council ’ 

The Queen gave a sort of shnok, and dapping hei hands 
togethei, exolaimed, ‘Comes the arrow out of Ins quim l—out 
of my biothor’s bowl Alas* I looked for his letum fron 
Biance as my soloi at least my leadiesfi chance of dehyoranco 
And yat, when I henid that ho had assumed the government, 
1 guessed he ivonld shame to widd it m my name ’ 

*I must pray yoiu answei, madam,’ said Loid Buthion, 'to 
the demand of the council ’ 

' The demand of the council * ’ said the Queen , * say rather 
the of a sot of robbeis, unpatient to divide the spoil 

they have seized To such a demand, and sent by the 
of a tiaitoi, whose scalp, but foi my womanish miaoy, should 
long since have stood on tlie city gates, Moiy of Scotland lias 

no answer ’ . , 

‘I trust, madam,’ said Lord Kuthvon, 'my being imacccpt- 
ablo to yom piesenco will not odd to your obd^oy of ii^u- 
tion It may become you to lomember that the death ol the 
Eizzio, cost tho housc of Enthven its Lead and loadiw. 
My father, moie worthy than a whole prownco of sudi wlo 
BTOophants, died m oxil^ and broken-heorro 

The Queen clasped hei hands on her face, and, wstmg hoi 
aims on the table, stooped down hei head and wept so 
that the tears were seen w find their way m sticams 
the white and slender fingers with whiiih she endeavoured to 

conceal them 
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*My lords,’ sold Sir Koberb MdvUle, ‘ this istoo much ngour. 
Under your lordships’ favour, vre came hither, not to revive old 
gnef^ but to find the mode of avoidmg nea ones ’ 

‘ Sir Itobert Melville,’ said Euthven, ‘ u c best know for w hat 
purpose we were delated hither, and wherefore you were some- 
what unnecessarily sent to attend us ' 

‘Nay, by my hand,’ said Lord Lmdesay, ‘I know not why 
we were cumbered with the good knight, unless he comes m 
place of the lump of sugarwh^ pothicarsput mto theirwholc- 
Eome but bitter medicaments, to please a frowaid child — a 
needless labour, methmks, where men have the means to make 
them swallow the physio dherwise’ 

' Nay, my lords,’ si^ MelviHc, ‘ye best know your own scciet 
instructions I conceive I shall best olx^ mine m striving to 
mediate between her Grace and you ’ 

‘Be silenl^ Sir Robert Melvdl^’ said the Qnecn, ansing, and 
hcrface still glowing with agitationas she spoke ‘My kerchief, 
Flommg • I shame that traitors diould have power to move me 
thus Tell me, proud lords,* she added, wipmg away the tears 
as she spoke, ‘hy what earthly warrant can hege subjects pro- 
tend to ohal^ge the rights of an anomted sovereign, to throw 
^tho allegiance thoy have vowed, and to take away the crown 
fiom the head on which Divine warrant had placed it?’ 

‘M^m,’ said Ruthvon, ‘I will deal plainly with you. Your 
Men, from the dismal field of Pinkie Clench, when you were a 
bato m toe cradle, till now that ye stand a grown dame before 
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^ 0^ Bath 

mused the gift of hearkening to wise counsel, and on w]io<.o 
dealings and projects no hlc^g hath ever descend^ L ° 


WATERLUy NOVELS 


ing at no ciueltj to gratify yom xrrath, taking deep levonge for 
the slightest offences, and setting at defiance those mse laws 
'nhich yom ancestors made foi stanching of snoh cruelty, 
rabelhng against the lanful anthoiily, and beanng yonrselvcs 
as if there vrere no king in the land, or rather as if eadi ^rcre 
king m his own premises And now you thnni the blame on 
me — on me, whose hfe has been embittered — ^whose sleep has 
been bioken — ^nhose happiness has been wrecked, by your 
dissensions Bare I not myself been obliged to traverse wilds 
and mountains, at the head of a few faithful followers, to 
maintam peace and to put down oppression 1 Have 1 not worn 
harness on my person, and earned pistols at my saddle fain to 
lay aside the softness of a woman, and the di^ty of a queen, 
that I imght show an. example to my followers}’ 

' Wo granif madam,’ said Lindesay, ‘ that the afirays occa- 
sioned by your misgovoniment may sometimes have startled 
you lu the midst of a masque or galhard , oi it may be that such 
may liave inteirupted the idolatry of the mass, or the Jesmtiod 
counsels of some Ikenoh ambassador But the longest and 
severest journey whioh your Grace has taken m my memory 
was from Hawiok to Hermitage Casde , and iihetiior it wa^oi 
the weal of the state, or for yom own honom, rests with your 


Grace’s couBCienae ’ 

The Queen turned to him with inexpressible sweetness of tone 
and manner, and that engagmg look which Heaven had assigned 
her, as if to show that the choicest arts to inn men’s affections 
may be given m vam ‘Lmdesay,’ she said, ‘you spoke not to 
me in this stem tone, and with such scuml taunt, yon fair 
summer evening, when you and I shot at the butts agpinst the 
Wnil of Mar and Maty Livingstone, and won of them 
evenmg’s coUation, m the pnvy gaiden of ^ Andiows Tlio 
Mastei of Lmdesay was then my friend, and vowed to “c my 
soldier How I haxe offended the Loid of Lmdesay I know 
not, unless honours have changed manners ' 

Haid-hearted as he was, Lmdesay seemed struck with this 
imexpected appeoJ, but almost instantly replied, ‘iMnm, it is 
well known tW your Grace could in those days make fools of 
whomever approached yon I pretend not t^ave been ww 
than others But gayer men and better oon^ers soon josUod 
aside my rude hom^e, and I think your Grace cannot ^t 
lemei^ tunes when my awkward attompta to toke to o 
manners that pleased you were the sport of the court popinjays, 
toe Maries and the Fienchwomon ’ 
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‘My 3 orf, I gnovo if I liftve offended yon through idle gAicty/ 
said the Queen, 'and can hat say it was, most nnwittangly 
done You are fulty icrenged , for throng gaiety,’ she said 
aith a s^h, ‘will I newr ofibnd any one more ’ 

‘ Oim time is wastmg, madam,’ said Lord Bnthvcn , ‘ I must 
pray your decision on this weighty matter which I have suh- 
miUed to yon ’ 

‘What, my lord <’ said the Queen, ‘upon the instant, and 
without a moment’s tune to dehbemtef Can the connoil, as 
th^ term themselves, expect this of me ! ’ 

‘Madam,’ rephed Buthven, ‘the connciI hold the opinion 
that, since the fatal term which passed hetwizt the night of 
King Homy's murder and Ihe day of Carberry Hill, your Graec 
dionld hove held yon prepared for the measure now proposed, as 
the easiest escape hum your numerous dangers and difBcnltics ’ 
'Great Cod'’ exdauned the Qneen, ‘and is it as a boon 
that you propose to me, what every Christian king onght to 
regara as a loss of honour equal to &e loss of life ' You take 
from me my crown, my power, my subjects, my wealth, my 
state What, m the name of every sami cam yon offer, or do 
you offer, m reqmtal of my compliance ! ’ 

'We give you pardon,’ onaweied Buthven, sternly, ‘we 
give you space and means to spend your lemammg life in pern- 
tcncc and seclusion , w e give you tune to make your peace with 
Heaven, and to receive the pare Gospel, which you have ever 
iqjccted and perseented ’ 

The Queen turned pale at the menace which this speech, as 
well 08 toe rough and inflexible tones of the speakei, seemed 
distmi^y to mfer ‘And if 1 do not comply wito your reqpiest 
Be fiercely urged, my lord, what then followsf ' 

She said this m a voice m which female and natmal fear 
was contending with the feelmgs of msulted dignity There 
was a pause, as if no one cared to return to the question a dis- 
tinct answer. At length Buthven spoke ' There is little need 
to tol] to your Grace, who are well read both m toe Taws and 
m too chronicles of toe lealm, that murder and adultery are 
crimes for which ere now queens toemselTes have sufibred 
death’ » 

'And where, my lord, or how, found you an accusation so 
homblo agomst her who stands hkore youl’ said Queen Mary. 
' Tlie foul and odious calumnies which have poisoned toe general 
mind of Scotland, and have placed me a helpless prisoner m 
yom hande, are surely no proof of gmlt?’ 
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'Wo nocd look foi no farther proof,' rephod the stem Lord 
Rnthvcn, ' than the shameless maniago hot^vixt the widow of 
the murdoied and the loader of the hand of murderers > They 
that pined hands in the fated month of May luid already 
united hearts and counsd in the deed which preceded that 
maiiiage hut a few bnef weeks ’ 

‘Myloid — amyloid >' said the Queen, eagerly, ‘lememherwell 
theie were more consents than mine to that fatal union — that 


most unhappy not of a most Unhappy life The oiil steps 
adopted by sorereigus are often the suggestion of bad coun- 
sellors , but these coiinsolloia ate worse toan fiends who tempt 
and betray, if they thomselres ore the first to call then unfoi tu- 
uato pnucos to answoi for the consequences of then owm advice 
Heard ye noi'er of a bond by the noblb, my lords, lecommenduig 
that ill-fated union to the ill-fated ItoyJ Methmks, were it 
caiofully examined, w e should see that the names of Morton, and 
of Lindosay, and of EuthTon may be found in that bond, which 
picsscd mo to many that unhappy man Ah • stout and loyal 
Lord Hcrncs, who nevet knew guile oi dishonour, you bent 
your noble knee to me m vam, to warn mo of my danger, and 
wort yet the firat to diaw thy good sword in my cause when I 
suffered for neglecting thy counsel ' Faithful knight and teue 
noble, what a difieieuce betwixt thee and those counsellois of 
evil who noiv tineaton nyrJife for having fallen into the snaies 
they spread foi me * ’ 

'Miidam,' said Euthven, ‘we know that you aio an oiatoi , 
and peihaps for thot reason the council has sent hither mm 
whose converse hath been more with the ware than with the 
langnjgo of the schools or the cabals of state We but deme 
to know if, on assmonce of life and honour, ye will demit the 

inlo of this kingdom of Scotland 1’ 

‘And what warrant have V the Queen, that yo will 
keep treaty wth me, if I should bartei my km^y estate ftr 
seclusion and leave to weep m secrotl’ , t, * 1 . 

‘Oiw honour and our word, madam,’ answered Xtotovm 

‘Thev are too slight and unsolid pledges, my lord, said tlio 
Queen, ‘add at Jeast a handful of thistledown to givo them 

w'curht in the halanco ’ ’ j f 

‘\way, Euthven,’ said Lmdesay, ‘*o tos evei d^ to 
counsd, rave of slaves and sycophants let her remam by her 

n. S«4trtew»m>uWpm»K 0«» 
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If my presence 'niilv you could uviul nugbt, it must be as a 
mediator, do not, I conjure you, lea\c the castle, oi break off 
the conference, until I bnng you void bov ber Gmce shall 
finally stand disposed ’ 

‘Wo inll lemam m the ball,* said Lmdesay, 'for half an 
hour’s space, but m despising om uords and oni pledge of 
honour, she Ms touched the honour of my name let her look 
heiself to the course she has to pursue If the half-hour should 
pass au ay u ithout hei deteiminmg to comply m ith the demands 
of the nation, hei caicer mil be hnef enough ’ 

With little ceremony the tno nobles left the apartment, 
traversed the vestibule, and descended the mnding stairs, the 
clash of Lindcsay’s huge snoid being hcoid as it rang ^amst 
each step in his descent Gcoige Douglas followed them, after 
mchaugmg mth Melnlle a gestme of surprise and t^mpathy. 

As soon as they uere gone, the Queen, giving uay to gnef, 
fear, and agitation, tlircu herself into the seat, mung her hands, 
and seemed to abandon herself to despair Hei female attend- 
ants, veepmg themselves, endear oured yet to pray her to bo 
composed, and Su Hobeit Melville, kncelmg at her fcct^ made 
the «ame entreaty After givmg nay to a passionate burst of 
Bonon , she at length said to MeMe, ‘ Kneel not to me, Meh illo 
— mock me not mth the homi^e of tiie person, uhen the heart 
IS far away Why stay you behind mth the deposed — the con- 
demned I-— her uho has but few hours peicbance to live f You 
have been favoured as veil os the rest , u by do you continue the 
empty shou of gratitude and thankfulness any longer than they?’ 

' Madam, * said Sir Robert Melvdle, ‘ so help me Heaven at 
iny need, my heart is as true to you os when you were in your 
highest place ’ 

‘ True to me i— tine to mo > * repeated the Queen, mth some 
Morn, ‘tush, Melville, uhat signifies the truth vhioh ualks 
hand m hand u ith my enermes* falsehood 1 Thy lian d and thy 
Bvoid have never been so uell aoquamted that I can trust 
thee in aught uheie manhood is required 0, Seyton, for thy 
bold father, "ttho is both ■ftise, true, and valiant * ’ 

Maud Gneme could mthstand no longer Jjis earnest desiru 
to offer his s^ces to a pnneess so distressed and so beautiful 
If one svord, he said, ‘madam, can do anything to back the 
•msdoni of this grave counsellor, or to defend your rightful 
cause, here is my ueapon, and here is my hand ready to diav 
and use it And laismg Ins sword mth one hand, he laid the 
other upon the hilt 
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As ho thus held up tiio Trcapou, Cathorme Scjton exchumed, 
‘Methiuks I sco a token fiom my father, madam', and im- 
mediately crossing the apartment, she took Boland Gmume by 
the skirt of the doak, and asked him earnestly 'nhence ho had 
that snoid 

The page onsuoiod with suipns^ ‘Methinks this is no pte- 
sonco in which to jest Surely, damsel, you yomself best know 
ishonco and how I obtamed the weapon ’ 

‘Is this a time for folly t' said Cathenne Seyton 'Un- 
sheathe the sword instantly > * 

‘If the Queen commands me,' said tlie youth, looking to- 
wmds his mistress 

‘For shame, maiden > ' said the Queen, ‘wouldst thou ln8t^ 
gate the poor hoy to enter into useless st^ with the two most 
approved soldiers in Scotland I' 

‘In yonr Grace’s causey' replied the page, ‘I will ventnio my 
life upon them ' ’ And os he epoke he drew his weapon partly 
from the sheath, and a piece of parchment, rolled around the 
blade, fell out imd dropped on the flooi 

Catherine Seyton caught it up mth eager haste ‘ It is 
my father’s handwntmg,’ she said, ‘and doubtless conjr^ 
his best duteous advice to your Majesty, I knew that it was 
prepaiod to bo sent in this weapon, but I expected another 

messengei ’ , , » , 

‘By my feith, fair one,’ thought Boland, ‘and if you knew 
not that I had such a secret missive about me, I was yet more 


ignoiant ’ „ - j » 

The Queen cast her eye upon the sraoll, and lemouiea a fw 
mmutos "wrapped in deep thought * Sir Bobert Melville; ane 
at length said, ‘this soioU advises me to submit mysou to 
iiooossity, and to aubsenbe the deeds these baid men Imve 
brought with them, as one who gives way to the natural fear 
inspired by the threats of lebels and murderers lou, Sir 
Boberlt aie a wise man, and Soyton is both sogamow and 
brave Neithei, I think, would mieaead me m this matto 
‘Madam,’ said Melville, ‘if I have not the stiength of my 
of the Lords Hemes or Seyton, I will yield to nather m z^or 
vour Majesty’s servioe I cannot for you like these lords, 
but naflior of them is more wiUing to die Iot ^0”^ _ 

‘ I believe it my oW and faithful counsellor, said the Queen, 
• and heheve nm, Melville, I did thee but a “0®“* « “i,”™ ™ 
-what my Lord Seyton bath written to us, and give us 

thy best coun^ ’ 
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Ho gtanoed over the paiohment) and instantly replied, ‘ 0 ' 
my dear and roj^ miatresa, only tieason itself could give you 

He^ Hemes, 


Huntiy, the Ihglish ambassador Thio^orton, and others, 
your mends, ate aU alike of opmion tlmt whatOTer deeds or 
iDStroments you execute uitiun these trails must lose all force 
and effect, as extorted fnmi your Grace by duresse, by sofibi- 
ance of present evil, and fear of men, and harm to ensue on 
your refusal Yield, Gierefoie, to the tide^ and be assmed that, 
m Bubscnbing trhat parchments they present to you, you bind 
yourself to nothing, since youi act ot signature tnints that 
uhich alone can make it valid, the free uiU of the grantor ’ 

* Ay, so says my Lord Seyton,’ replied Mary , ‘yet methinki^ 
for the daughter of so long a line of sovereigns to resign her 
birthright, because rebels press upon her ui& threats, argues 
little of royalty, and mil read ill for the fame of Mary in future 
chronicles Tush ' Sir Bobert Melville, the traitors may use 
black tbeats and bold uords, but they will not dare to put 
them hands forth on our personl* 

‘ Alas < madam, they have already daied so fai, and meurred 
men peril by the lengths which they have gon^ that they are 
but one step from the worst and uttermost ' 

the Queen, her fears agam predominating, 
^ttish nobles would not lend themselves to assassuate a 
nolplc&s woman 1 ' 

niada^'he rephed, ‘what homd spectacles 
act 18 BO daik tEinS 
to dare It? Loni Lmdesay, 
bcsidra his nati^ sullcimeas and hardness of temper is the 
nmi tansman of Henry l^ey, and Buthven has his^ deep 

S® SP«* ot proofs 1^ 

‘Ah? letters-of I know niwhat^ 

mteitP ny jndges^Sm;^^ “ 

He looked round and paused. 

IMgc, uhom I have today seen for the&a?°h,r“ , P®” 
can trust safelv with vrvnv • ^ twHB lu my lif^ I 
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‘Nay, nuidam,’ answeiod Molvillo, ‘m snch emtagenco, and 
he being the bonier of Loid Scjton’s message, I mil Tentuie to 
saj before him and these ihir ladie% nhose trath and fiddify 1 
dispute not — Bay, I mil venture to say, that there aie other 
modes besides that of cmon tiial by irhich deposed soreroigDS 
often diO; and tha^ as Machiayel saith, theie is bnt one ^ep 
betmvt a king’s pnson and his grave ’ 

‘ Oh ' nere it but smft and easy for the body,' said the im- 
fortunate pnncess, ' weie it but a safe and happy ohangpe foi the 
soul, the nomon lives not that nould toko the step so soon as 
1 1 Bn4 alas < Melville, when ue think of death, a thousand 
sins, which wo hare tr^ as worms beneath our feel^ nee up 
ngniTiirfi ns as flaming seipcnts Most mjunously do they accuse 
me of aiding Damley’s death , yet, blessed lady ' I affinded 
too open oceasion foi the suspicion 1 espoused Bothwell ’ 

' Think not rf that non , madam,' said Melville, ‘ think rather 
of the immediate mode dP saving yourself and son Comply 
with the present umeasonable demands^ and trust that better 
times will shortly arrive ’ 

‘ Madam,’ said Roland Gneme, ‘ if it pleases you that I should 
do so, I mil piesently smm tluough the lake^ if th^ refnaffme 
othei conveyance to the shoie , I mil go to the courts successively 
of England, Franco, and Spam, and will show you have rob- 
senbed these nlo instruments from no strongei impulse than 
the fear of death, and I will do battle agamst them that say 


The Queen turned hei round, and with one of those sweet 
smiles which, dimng the oia of life’s romance, overpay every 
iisk. held hei hand towards Roland, but without sp^ng a 
woid Ho kneeled leveiently and kissed it, and Mdnlle again 

icsumed bis plea ^ i * 4.1. 

' Madam,’ he said, ‘ time presses, and you must not lot toose 

boats, which I sec they oie even now prepnnng, put forth on 
tho lake Heio aie enough of witnesses-yonr ladi^tos 
bold youth—mysel^ -when it can seive ;ronr rause effectual, 
S I would not hastdy stand committed m this matto, ^ 
even without mf heie is evidenoe enou^ to show ^ 
Irave yielded to the demands rf the oo^ofl 
feai, but from no sincere and unconstramed assent 11^ 
boats me alieady manned for their letum, ob' permit your 

old servant to reoall them 1’ -nny+iei 

‘Mdville,’ said the Queen, ‘thou art an 
when didst thou ever know a soveraign prmoe recall to tos 
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presence eabjects who M parted {torn him on each tenns as 
those on which these enyojs of the connoil left us, and who 
yet weie recalled without submission or apology ! Let it cost 
me both life and crown, I will not ogam command them to my 
presence’ 

'Alas I madam, that empty foim should make a bamei ' 
S I rightly undeistand, you are not unwilhng to listen to leol 
and adrantageeua connsd, but yom scruple is saved, 1 hern 
them returning to ask your final resolution 0 1 take the advico 
of the noble Seyton, and you may once moie command those 
who now usuip a triumph ovei you But hush' I hear them in 
the vestibule ’ 

As ho concluded speaking, Geoige Douglas opened the dom 
of the apartment, and maishalled m the two noble envoys 
‘ W e come, madam,’ said the Loid Ruthven, ‘ to reguest yoni 
answei to the pioposal of the council ’ 

‘Youi final answa,’ said Lord Lmdesay, 'foi with aiefusal 


fate, and lenounced the lost opportunity of making peace with 
God, and ensuring yuui longei abode in the woild,’ 

* Jly loids,’ said llaiy, with inerpiessible grace and dignify, 
' the evils we cannot lesist we must submit to I will snbsoiibe 
these parohments with such hberfy of dhoice as my condition 
penmts me Were I on yonder sboie, with a fleet jennet and 
ten good and loyal kmghta aiouud me, I would subsenbe my 
sentence of eternal condemnation as soon os the lesignation of 
my throne But heie, m the Castle of Lochleven, with deep 
wate aiound me, and you, my loids, beside me^ I have no 
fieeto of choice Give me Gie pen, Melville, and beai witness 
to what I do, and why I do it’ 

‘It IS oui hope youi Giace will not suppose yourself com- 
pelled, by any appiehensions from us,’ said the Lord Enthven, 

to C'COCUtO Vb&t must be tout own volnntnrr * 


tto pawhment befoie hci, with the pen between hei fingeis, 
Tl ™ «t of signature But when fori 


y -- r— BQrtu, * am cvutmnKl w aeoiate 

1 give away my crown of fiee will, oi otherwise than because I 
am compelled to lenoimce it by the threat rf worse evils to mv- 
solf and my subj^ I wiB not put my name to such an untrufli 
—not to gam full possession of England, Pu 
all once my own, in possession, or by right ’ 
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'Bcvarc, madam/ said Lmdcsay, and, snatching hold of the 
Queen’s arm vith hib onii gauntlctcd hand, he piesaid it, m 
the rudeness of his passion, moro closdy, perhaps, than ho nas 
himself avate of — ' bcitarc hon you contend nith those nho are 
the stronger, and liaso the mostciy of jour fate <’ 

Ho hold lus grasp on her ann, bending his eyes on her with 
a stem and intimidating look, both Buthven and Melville 
cried ‘Shame I’ and Douglas, nho hod hitheito lemomed m a 
state of appaicnt apathy, had made a stride from the dooi, as 
if to mterfere Tlio rude baron then quitted his hold, disgmsmg 
the confusion n hich he i eally f clt at hiiTmg indulged his passion 
to such e\tcnt under a sullen and contemptuous smile 

The Queen immediately began, uith an expression of pam, 
to bare the arm \ihich he had grasped, by dranmg up the sleeve 
of her goun, and it appeared ^at lus gnpc had left the puiple 
marks of his non fingers upon hei flesh ‘ My lord,’ she said, ‘as 
n knight and gentleman, you might have spared my broil arm so 
severe a proof that you have the greater strength on your side, 
and are resolved to use it But I thank you for it — it is the 
moat decisive token of the terms on which this day’s business 
18 to rest I draw you to witness, both lords and ladies,' she said, 
showing the marks of the grasp on her arm, ‘that I subsenbe 
these instnimonta lu obedience to the sign-manual of my Lord 
of Lindesay, which you may see impnntw on nune arm ’* 
Lindcsay would have spoken, but was restramed by his 
oolleagno Buthvon, who said to hun, ‘Peace, my loid Let 
the Lady Mary of Scotland asonbo her signature to what 
she will, it IS our business to pioouro it, and carry it to the 
Should there be debate hereafter on the manner in 
which It was adhibited, there will bo tunc enougji tor it’ 
Lmdesay was silent accordm^y, only muttonng withui ms 
beard, ‘I meant not to hurt her, but I think womens flesh 

bo as tender as new -fallon snow’ . 

The Queen meanwhile subsenbed the rolls of parehmmt 
with a hasty indiirorenoe, as if tiiqr been rnatt^ (rf slight 
consequence, or of more formality When ^e 
this painful task,ohe arose, and, having cour^^ to the lor^ 
was about to withdrew to her chamber 
Boberb Melville made, the first a formal revmmi^ *! 3 v 
an obeisance, m whioh his desire to adinowledge 
was obviously checked by the feai of appe^g “ 
his colleagues too partinl to his former mistress But Lindesay 
• Bee Xhe nealgimHon of Q’le'” Mety Kote M 
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stood motionless, even i&heii they were pieparing to ivithdntw 
At length, as if moTod hy a sudden impulse, he walked round 
the table which had hitherto bocn be t wi xt them and the Queen, 
kneeled on one knee, took hei hand, kissed it, let it fall and 
atose ‘ Lady,' he said, * thou art a noble creature, even though 
thou hast abused God's choicest gifts I pay that devotion to 
thy manhness of spint uhich 1 would not have paid to the 
power thou hast long undeservedly wielded I kneel to Moiy- 
Stuart, not to the Queen ’ 

‘The Queen and Mary Stuart pity thee alike, Lmdesay,' said 
Mniy — ‘alike th^ pity, and they forgiic thee An lumoured 
soldier hadst thou been by a kmg's side, leagued with rebels, 
nhat art thou hut a go^ blade m the hands of a rufSant 
Fares eU, my Ixitd Bnthicn, the smoother but the deeper 
traitor Faiewell, kldviUe Mayst thou find masters that can 
imderatond state policy better, and have the means to toward it 
moie ncbly, than Maty Stuart ' Faiewell, George of Douglas ; 
make your respected gnmd-dame comprehend that ue would 
he alone foi the remainder of the day God w ot, we have need 
to eollcot out thoughts ' 

AU bowed and withdraw, but scarce had they entered the 
\ cstihnle ere Buthron and Lmdesay were at vanance ‘ Chide 
not with m^ Buthven,’ Lmdesay was heard to say in answer 
to sometiung moie indistinctly urged by hia coDeague— ‘chide 
not with me, for I will not baook it » You put the hangman's 
office OT me in tius matter, and even the vety hangman hath 
of those on whom he does his office. 
I irould I had as deep cause to be this lady’s friend as I ha\c 

her ^ “ 

‘Thou irt a sweet mimon,’ said Euthven, ‘to ficht a ladv**! 

and a tear m theliyo » Such 
toys have been cm of thy thoughts this many a ycJ' 

^oab*, ,«d u.™ to*?, ft ta 
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CHAPTER XXm 


Give me a monel on the greensnatd rather, 

^atse as yon will tlie oookmg Let the ficsh spnne 
Bubble beside my napkin, and the free budi^ 
Twittering and emt^nff, hop Irom bongh to bough. 

To daim Qie crumbs I leaic for perqmsites , 

Yonr pnaon-feaata I like not 

Tkt Woodsnum, a Dranui 


A BEGINS in tihe Testibule was enlightened a small amdow, 
at which Roland Gimme stationed himself to mark the depaituio 
of the lords He could see then faDoweis mnstenng on hoisc- 
back under their re^ctiTO banner^ tiie western snn glancing 
on their corslets and sted caps as they moved to andrfio, 
mounted or dismounted, at intervals On the narrow space 
betwixt the castle and the water, the Lorda Ruthven and 


Lindesav ueie already moviug slowly to their boat^ accom- 
panied by the Lady of Lochlcven, her grandson, and their 
pnncipal attendants They took a ceiemonioua leave of eodi 
other, os Boland could discern by their gestures, and the boats 
put off from then landrag-jdace, the boatmen stretched to 
their oar^ and they speedily diminished upon the eye of the 
idle gaser, who had no better employment than to watch their 
motaons Such seemed also the occupation of the Lady Loeb- 


leven and Geoigc Douglas, who, retmnmg from the landing- 
place, looked fiequently Wck to the hmts, and at length 
stopped, as if to observe then pogress, undoi the wmdoa at 
which Boland Grmrno was stations As they gored on tho 
lake, he could hear the lady distinctly say, 'And she has bent 
her mind to save her life at the expense of her kingdom 1’ 

‘ Hei life, madam i ’ replied her son , ‘ I know not who would 
dale to att^pt it m the castle of my fathoi Had I dreamt 
that it was with such purpose tliat Lindesay insisted on bnng- 
ing his followers hither, neither he noi they should liave passed 
the iron gate of LocUeven Castle ’ 

‘I ^eak not of pninte slaughter, my son, hut of open tnal, 
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condemnation, and execution, foi vith such she has been 
threatened, and to such thieats she has ^ven nay Had she 
not more ^ the fcdse Guisian blood than of the lojal lace of 
Scotland m her veins, she hod bidden them defiance to their 
teeth But it is all of the same complexion, and meanness is the 
natural compamon of profligacy. I am dischoiged, forsooth, 
from mtmding on her gracious presence this evening Go Aon, 
my son, and lender Ac usual sem&o of Ae meal to Ais un- 
queeued queen ’ 

■So please you, lady moAei,’ said Douglas, 'I care not 
greatly to approa A her presence ’ 

‘ TIiou art right, my son , and Aerefoie I tinst Ay prudence, 
even because I have noted thy caution She is like an isle on 
the ocean, surrounded vnA shelves and quicksands its veidure 
fau and minting to the eye, but Ae irreck of many a goodly 
vessel irhiA had appoaAed it too rashly But for Aee, my 
son, I feai nought, and ire may not, niA oni honour, suffer 
liei to cat mAout Ae attendance of one of us She may die 
by the judgment of Heaven, or Ae fiend may have ponci ovei 
her m hei despau , and then ire n ould be touched m hououi to 
shisv that, in om house, and at our table, Ae bad had all fair 
play and fitting usage ’ 

Here Boland naa mteirupted bya smart tap on Ae Aonlders, 
lemmdmg hun Aaiply of Adam WoodcoA’s adventure of Ae 
preceding evening Ho turned round, tdmost expecting to see 
Ae page of St Michael’s hostelry He sair, mdeed, GaAerine 
Seyton, but Ae iras in female attiie, diifenng, no doubt, a 
great deal in shape and matenals horn that irhiA she had nom 
■when Aoy first met, and becoming her buA as Ae ilMigTitar of 
a groat baron, and her rank as the attendant on a pnneess 
* S<H foil page,’ said Ac, ' eaves-dropping is one of your paffe-bke 
quolitios,Ipie8umeJ’ ^ 

‘Fair sistei,’ answered Boland, in Ae same tone, ‘if some 
mends of mme be as it ell acquainted with the rest of our 
mystay as Aey aie with the arts of sweann& swaggering, and 
switching, they need ask no page m Chnstendom for furAer 
insight into his vocation ’ 

‘Unleffl Aat pretty speech mfer that you have yourself had 
tlie disoiplmo of the switch since we last met, the piobabAty 
whererf I noAmg doubf^ I profess, fair page, I am at a loss to 
oonjectmo your meaning But there is no tune to debate it 

»>Pl««ed,orp,|!% 
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Four bcrvnnts cntoied bcanug disbe^ preceded the somo 
{ilciii old stouard whom Itolond had alr^y seen, aud fblloTicd 
Geoigo Douglas, already mentioned as the grandson of the 
Lady of Lochicven, end uho, acting ns Boncbclml, leprescntcd 
upon this occasion lus father, the loid of the castle He 
entered uith lus anns folded on Lis bosom, and his looks bent 
on the gioiind With the assistance of Poland Giaaie, a table 
nas suitably coraicd in the next or middle npartmouf^ on 
iibich the domestics placed their Lindens with gicat reierencc^ 
tlio steiraid and Douglas bending low when they had seen the 
table piopcily adoiiiM, as if then royal prisoner hod sat at the 
hoard in question ilio door opened, and Douglas, nusmg his 
eyes hastily, oast them again on the earth, when he petcoivcd 
it ivas only the Lady Mary Fleming who entered 
‘ Her Giaec,’ she said, ‘ will not cat to-mght ’ 

' Let us hope she may be othern tse persuaded,’ said Douglas , 
‘ meanwhile, madam, please to see onr duly performed ’ 

A servant presented bread and salt on a silver plntt^ and the 
old steward caned for Douglas a bmall morsel in succession 
from each of the dishes presented, which he tasted, as was then 
the custom at tho tables of pnnoc^ to which death was often 
suapooted to find Its way m the disguise of food 

‘The Queen will not then come forth to-mghti said 


Douglas 

'She has so dcteimined,' replied the lady 
• Om further attendance then is unnecessary we leas o you 
to 3 ’our supper, fair ladies, and wish you good-oven ’ 

Ho retired slowly as ho came, and w itb the same air of deep 
doiootion, and was followed by the attendants belonging to the 
castle The two ladies sate down to their meal, and Bwana 
Gimme, with ready nlacnty, pepaicd to wait upon them 
Catherine Ses’ton whispeicd to her companion, wboiepliea witn 
the question, spoken in a low tone, but looking at tho page— 

* la ho of gentle blood and well nui tuned 1' . 

Tho answer which she leeoivcd seemed satisfactoiy, for slie 
said to Boland, ‘ Sit down, young gentleman, and eat with your 

^^^PomuT^me rather to peiform iny duly in 
them ’ said Boland, ansious to show he was posses^ of tM 
hiMi tone of deferenoc presenbed by the rules of ^ 
towards the fiur sex. and especially to dames and maidens of 

will find, Bii pagq,’ said Cathenne, ‘jou wdl have little 
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time alloired you for your meal ; TiaBto it not in ceremony, or 
you may rue your politeness ere to-mortovr morning ’ 

‘ Your speech is too ficc, maiden,' said the elder lady , * the 
modesty of the youth may teaoh you more fitting fashions 
ton aids one nhom to-day you hove seen for the first time ’ 

Catherine Seyton cast down her eyes, hut not till she had 
given a single glance of inexpressible archness ton aids Boland, 
irhom hei more grave companion now addressed m a tone of 
protection 

‘Begaid her not, young gentleman , she knonrs little of the 
iroild, save the forms of a coimtiy nimnery , take thy place at 
the board-end, and refresh thyself after thy journey ’ 

Boland Gnemc obeyed mlhngly, as it nas the first food he 
had that day tasted, for Lmdesay and his foUoners seemed 
icgaidlcss of human nants Yct^ notnithstanding the shaip- 
ncss of his appetite, a natural gallantry of disposition, the desire 
of shoning nimself a n ell-nurtured gentleman in all courtesies 
towards the fair sex, and, for aught I knonr, the pleasum of 
assisting Cathenne Seyton, kept his attention awake, during the 
meal, to oil those nameless acts of duty^ and service which 
gaBants of that age were accustomed to rendci Ho carved 
with neatness and decorum, and selected duly whateier was 
most delicate to place before the ladies Eie they could form 
a wish, he spnmg from the table ready to comply wnth it — 
poured wme — ^tempered it with water — removed and exchanged 
trenchers, and performed the whole honours of the table, with 
an air at once of cheerful diligence, profound respect, and grace- 
ful promptitude 

When he observed that they had finished eatmg, he hastened 
to offer to the elder lady the silver ewer, basm, and napkin, 
with the cciemony and gravity which he would have used 
towards Mary herself He next, with the same decorum, having 
supphed the basm with few water, presented it to Catherine 
Seyton Apparently she was determined to disturb his self- 
possession if possible , for, while in the act of bathmg her hands, 
she contrived, as it were by accident, to flirt some drops of 
water upon the face of the assiduous assistant But it such 
was h(w mischievous purpose she was completely disappointed, 
for Boland Grannc, internally piquing himself on his self-com- 
mand, neither laughed nor was discomposed , and all that the 
maiden gained by her frohe was a seveie rebuke from her 
taxmg her with roal-address and mdeconim. 
Gamenne replied nol» but sat poutmg, sometlung m theliumour 
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of A spoilt ciiifdi iilio tratchos the opportunity of 'nreaking upon 
some one oi otliei its icsentmcnt for a deserved reprunand 
The Lady 31ary Fleming; m the meanuhii^ was naturally 
veil pleased \iith the o\act and reveient obsemmeo of the 
pigc, and said to Catherine, aftci a favourable glance at Foiond 
Gimme, ‘You might ucll say, Cithciiuc^ our companion in 
captivity nos noil bom and gently nurtuied 1 nould not 
make him vain by my praiii^ but his sen ices enable us to dis- 
pense nith those nliieh George Doughs condescends not to 
aflord save nhen the Queen is her^ in piesence ’ 

‘Umphl 1 thmk hardly,* onsneted Ca&enno 'Geoigo 
Douglas 18 one of the most handsome gallants m Scotland, and 
*ti8 pleasure to see him c\en stall, nhen the gloom of Lochleven 
Castle has shed the same melandioly ovei him that it has done 
Orel ovciything else When he nos at Holymod, nho nould 
liaie said tlio joung sprightly Geotge Douglas would have been 
contented to play the locksman heie in Lochleven, nith no 
gayer amusement than that of turning tho key on tno or three 
holploss nomen 1 A stionge ofiBco for a knight of tho bleedmg 
heaxt , n by docs ho not leave it to his father or his biothers t 
‘Poihnps, like ui^ he has no choice,’ ansneied tho lady 
Fleming ‘But, Catheime, thou hast used thybuef space at 
couit noil, to remembei what Geoige Douglas nas then ’ 

‘ I used nunc eyes, nhioh I suppose nos nbat I nas designed 
to do, and they neio north usmg there When I nas at Uie 
nnuneiy, they neio voiy useless appurtenonces , and now I am 
at Lochleven, tliey are good foi nothing, save to look over that 
eteiiul woik of cuibioidcty ’ 

'You speak tliu^ nhen you bavo been but a few Imef hours 
amongst us nas this tho maiden nho would hvo rad die in a 
dungeon, might she but have pei mission to nait on hci giacious 

'^"'•S’av, if you elude in earnest, my jest » ended,’ said Oathermo 
Seyton’ ‘1 nould not jield m attachment to my pooi 
mother to tho gravest dame that ever bad tim sans upon her 
toneiie, and a douUe-starehed mff around hei throat you know 
I would nof> Dame Maiy Flemmg, and it is puttang shame on 

mo to say otbemise ' 1 1 

‘She will challenge tho other court lady, thought Bo^d 
Gneme-'sho nill to a oertamty flmg donn hw “ 

Dame Mary Fleming hath but tke soul 
a combat in the lists ' ’ But the answer of Lady Mary Flemmg 
was such as tunis away wrath 
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‘Thou, art a good child,* she said, ‘my CaiJierme, and a 
faithful , hut Heaven pity him who shall have one day a creatuie 
so beautiful to dehght him, and a thmg so mischievous to 
tonnent hun . thou ait fit to drive tuenty husbands staik mad ’ 

‘ Hay,’ said Gathemi^ icsummg the fidl caieei of her careless 
good-humour, ‘he must be half-vutted beforehand that gives 
me such an opportunity. But I am glad you are not angry_ 
with me m smoonty,’ casting herself as she ^ke mto the arms 
of her fnend, and continnmg, with a tone of apologetic fondness, 
while she kissed her on either side of the face — ‘ You know, my 
dear Fleming, that 1 have to contend with both my father’s 
lofty pnde and with my mother’s high spirit God bless them ’ 
they have left mo these good qualities, havmg small portion to 
give besides, as times go , and so I am wilfid and saucy , but 
let me remain only a week m this castle, and 0, my deai 
Flemmg, my spirit will be as chastised and as humble as 
thine own ’ 

Home Maty Fleming’s sense of digmly, and lovo of form, 
could not resist this affectionate appeal ^le kissed Gatherme 
Seyton m her turn affectionately , whil^ anew enng the last part 
of dier speech, she said, ‘ Now, Our Lady forbid, deai Gatbenne, 
that you should lose aught that is beseeming of what becomes 
so well your light heart and hvely humour Keep but your 
sharp wit on this side of madness, and it cannot but be a blessing 
to us But let me go, mad wench — hear her Grace tomfa 
hci silver call ’ And, cxtncating herself from Gatberme’s grasp, 
she went towards the door of Queen Mary’s apartment, from 
which was heard the low tone of a silver whistle, which, now 
only used by the boatswains m the navy, was then, foi want 
of bells, the ordinary mode ly which ladies, even of the very 
highest rank, summoned then domestics T^en she had made 
two or three stops towards the door, however, she turned back, 
and advancing to the young couple whom she left together, she 
said, m a very senous though a low tone, ' 1 trust it is impossible 
that w e can, any of us, or m any cironmstance^ foiget thaf^ few 
as we are, we form the household of the Queen of Scotland, 
and that, m her calamity, all boyish mirth ^nd childish jesting 
can only serve to give a great tnumph to her enemies, who have 
already found their account in Directing to her the lightness of 
every idle folly that the young and the gay practised m her 
court ’ So saying, she loft the apartment 

Gathonuc Seyton seemed much struck with this icmon- 
strance She sufiered herself to drop into the scat winch she 
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had quitted whon eho went to embmoo Damo Moiy Heimng, 
and for some time losted her brow upon hw hands, while 
Boland Gnemo looked at Lci oamestlj, with a nuxtura of 
emotions which poihaps he himself could neither have analysed 
nor o'cplaincd As sho iwised her face slowly from the posturo 
to which a momentary feeling of ailf-iebuke hod depressed it, 
hei eyes cncounteicd tlioso of Boland, and became gradually 
aninicited with their usual spmt of malicious diollezy, which 
nob unnaturally excited a sumlai expiession in those of the 
equally volatile page They sat for '^e space of two nunute^ 
each looking at the other with gieat sonousnesa on then 
foatuios, and much mirUi in their eyes, until at length HutlmTinn 
w'as the first to break silence 

‘May I pray pn, fan sir,’ she began very demurely, ‘to tell 
mo what you see in my face to arouse looks so extiemety 
sagacious and knowing ns those with which it is pm worship’s 
pleasure to honoui mol It would seem as theie were some 
wondmful confidcnco and intimaqy betwixt u^ fair sir, if ono 
is to judgo fiom pm oxtiomoly onnnmg looks , and so help 
mo, Our Lady, os I navor saw pu but twice m my life befoie ' 
‘And whore were those happy oocnsions,' said Boland, ‘ef I 
may bo bold enough to ask the question 1 ’ 

‘At tiio nuunoiy of St Gatfaerine’sy’ said the damsel, ‘m 
the first instance ; and, in the second, dm mg five mmutes of a 
coitaiii laid oi foray which it was yonr plensme to make mto 
the lodging of my lord and fathei, Lorn Seyton, fPra which, 
to my aurpiise, as probably to pur own, pu retnrned with a 
token of fiieudship and favour mstead of biokon boncs^ whioh 
were the moie piobablo lewurd of yom intrusion, considermg 
tlio prompt 110 of the house of Seyton 1 am deeply mortified,’ 
she added, iionically, ‘that your recollection should requiie 
rofieshmcnt on a subject so important, and that my memory 
sliould be sbongci than yours on such an occasion is truly 
humiliating ’ ^ 

‘Tour own memoiy is not so exactly collect, fair mistress 
answoicd the page, ‘seeing you have foigotten meeting the 
tlmd, m Ibo liostplry of St Miohaol’s, when it pleased you to 
lay yom switch aoioss tho hico of my comiad^ in order, I 
wall ant, to show that, m tho house of Seyton, neither tlie 
prompt ue of its descendants^ uoi the use of tho doublet and 
hose, are subject to Saliqne law, or confined to tho use of tho 

males ’ ^ ,.1. * 

‘Fair sa,’ answered Catbonno, looking at him with great 
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stcadincis and some snqjnsc, ‘unless your fair \Mts lia%o for- 
saken yon, I am at a loss nhat to conjectnro of yoiii mcuninp'.’ 

‘By my tiotli, fair mu>trc<-s,’ nnsnered Roland, 'and ncio I 
ns niso anailoclc as kliclincl Scott, I could scarce nddlc the 
dicam you icad me Did I not see j'ou last night m the 
hostoliy of St Miclincrsf Did )on not bung mo this snoid, 
Mith command not to dmn it 8a\c at the command of mj 
natiioandiiglittnl soicrcignf And h>i\o I not done ns ;sou 
rcquiicd mo 1 Or is the sword n piece of lath, my non! a bul- 
rush, my memory n dream, and my eyes good for nought — 
espials which corbies might pick out of my hendf ' 

‘And if jour eyes sene jou not more trulj* on other occa- 
sions tlian m your nsion of St Michael,' saicl Cathcniio, ‘I 
know not, the pain apart, that the corbies would do j*ounny 
gicat injurj- in the deprivation But hark, tlic boll , hush, foi 

Gods sake, we aro mtemiptcd ' 

The damsel was right, for no sooner had the dull toll of 
the castlo bell begun to resound through tho i suited apait- 
ment than the door of the vestibule flew open, and the steward, 
with luB severe countenance, his gold cliniii, and his white rofl, 
entered tho apartmont, followed by tho same tram of domestics 
w*ho had placed tho dinner on tho table, and who now, with 
tho same ceremonious formality, began to remove it 

The steward remained motionless ns some old picture, while 
the domestics did their office ^ mid hen it wus ncconiplished. 
everything reraosed from tho table, and the boanl iteclf taken 
fiom its tresscls and disposed against tho wall, he said aloud, 
without addressing any one m particular, and somewhat in the 
^0 of a herald icadmg a pioolamation, ‘My noble ladv. Dame 
Ma^rat Erekmo, by mamage Douglas, lets the Ladv Man of 
Scotland and hex attendants to wit, that a servant of tho true 
Jimngol, hw reverend chaplain, will to-mght, os usual, evpound. 

ofGM^lW congr^ation 

®» 7 fosdale,’ said Catherme, 'I 
understand this announcement is a nightly form of youis 

yZ'I IJcming and I— for 

only— base chosen 
Hoaicn, so I see no ono whom your 
^ly exhortation, catechise, oi lecture can benefit, cxce^ine 
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Ilf fli^v*. p'litir il '1: P'«' 1 1" I **•' 1 ' ' 
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"[is amai; lib tills 

VsuUs OTSAesd, snd gntss snd bsn STonnd m, 
dud mj ssd boms s^t mth ss ssd companions, 

'Wboso tiiou^ts onWiding o'er then onn misdimcos, 

Par, far too dee^y to tabs in mino 

The frontaidii 

TnE cottiBe of Mo to nheh Mniy and her little retmne trere 
doomed nae m the lest degree secluded and lonely, Toned 
only ns the veath^ permitted or lendered impossible the 
Queen’s usual nalk m the guden or on the battlements 
The greater part of the mommg she nrought irith her ladies 
at those pieces of nWewoik mary of uhieh still remani, 
pioofa of her indefatigable sppheation At such hours the 
page nas permitted the fieedom of the castle and idet; nay, 
he sraa sometimes msited to attend George DouglM a hen ho 
aent a-sporting upon the lake or on its margm— i^iportnmtios 
of diTeiaon whioh aero only clouded by the lemaikable mdon- 
iholy vhich alirays seemed to hood on that gentleman’s hov, 
and to mark his rrhole demeanour— a sadness so piofonnd 
that Poland never observed him to smile, or to sp^ any 
aord unconnected with the namediato object of their aercise 
The mi^ pleasant part of Roland’s day was the oocasianal 
space w hich bo was penmtted to pass m personal attendance 
on the Qua® and hei ladies, togethei with the ngulaT dmne^ 
tu^ whuh he always spent witii Dame limy Hemmg and 
Qithmne S^n At these periods, he had freqnrat oc^on 
to admire tto feely spmt and mvative imagination of the 
tatter ^1, wto was unwearied m her contrivances to amuse 
hM mistress and to banish, for a timo at least the melancholy 
ae danced, she sung, she recited 

fts vanity of display- 
ing it to ofliers, hut m the OTthnsiastio consciousness te we 
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possess it oiiTsoIrcs And > ct these high wcomphshnients xt ere 
mi'ccd xiith an an of nisticit^ and hntc-bntUKd Mxncitx vliuli 
seemed ratlicr to belong to some Mllngc mnid, the (OQiiottc nt 
the ring nioiuid the ifaxpolo, than to the high broil du'ceud'nit 
of an ancient baton A touch of .uidneitv, nlfogctlicr Khort nt 
cfirontci7, and far lees approaching toxiilgint}, ginc, ns it 
ncrc, a nildncss to all tkit hlicdid , niid Man. xvhilpdefendiiit; 


hoi from some of the oc&t&ioiul ccusm cs of her gn\ e comp imoii. 
compared hci to a trained siug^ng-binl c«cn]i<Hl from n 
Trhich practises in nil the Itixunancc of frcciloni, and in full 
possession of the giccniiood liough, the nirs nhiili it liiid 
learned during its cm her c.i])ti\ity 

TIio moments \ihich the page wns pennitlctl to jiks in the 
piescnco of this fnscinnting creatine d.uicc(l so mjndh n«,ii 
that, brief as thovucro, tlici compeiiMtcd tlicnoiri diiltux 
of all the icst of the day The sjmcc of nidulgciiKs liimcii'i, 
sinhalnnya bnef, noi -ncieam pmato intonicfts betwixt him 
and Catherine pcimittcd, oi oxen possible \\holliPi it w err 
some special precaution ics|iocfing the Queen's hi>n''ehiild or 
xilictlici It XI ore her general idais of propnetx, Dam" !• liming 
bccmcd partioulaily attcntnotoproiont the xoiing people fi*>m 
holding niix'scpanito corresixindencc together, and bestow eii, 
for Catheniic’s solo bonoht in this msttei, the full stotl of 
piiulcnco and oxporionco xihich rfw hid acquired ii hen iiintlnr 
of the Queen’s maidens of luiiionr mid bv iilm.h she had g.iiMid 
then heiitx* hatred Casual raectingi, liowcvci, timid not ih 
proxciitcd, 'unless Cathciino hnd been nmio de^iums of "bini 
iiing, or Jlolaiul Gr.cmo Ic's anxnms in wnti lung for, them A 
smile, a gibe, a vin-isin, diMuiicd of its •.cier.ti lix tlm ireb 
look XI itli xihith it xins ntcoinpnnicil, xins nil tlist lime j>miutt» d 
to pass lictii con them on such «a isiitii« Ihit mu li Ji i^Miig inli r 
X 10X18 neithci nflonlcd menus iioropportiinilj to renew the ili- 
ciission of the on cumsUinces altcnding their c ulior ..tnu mit uio . 

„oi to permit Holaiid to .Ve 

tenons appuititni of the pigc in the pin pie x tlx el tlmW nt lli 

Jio&tcirv of St MioIiMcFb , „ , 

Hio^mntoi iiiiyillis nlippetl Iicixilx iwiix ‘I’""" , 
nlroadv sdx anted, \i hen Iloland (Iniiiie oleerxtd n I'nub d 
cl!!m<ro m the iiiniiiicp. of bis fi Hon -priwiiei> j*'*'*'"' 
liiisinexs of his own to sltend to. anil bmng. Id (> thn » td hi 
u-'c Uucation, and dcgn'c. huniiiciilK tiinoiis iom<Tnmjr ' 
S»amtind:hc he,mi. hvdtgrecs l« ^ 

be conxmeed, that there wss fointthing m agitation miif nj. 
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compamons m captivity to iduch they did not desire that he 
should be pnvy hTay, he became ak^t certain that, by some 
means unmtelligible to him, Queen hlaiy held correspondence 
be} ond the walls and waters winch surrounded her pnsem-house, 
and that she nounshed some secret hope of deliverance or 
escape In the conversations betwixt her and her attendants 
at winch he was necessarily present, the Queen could not always 
avoid showmg that she was acquainted with the events which 
were passmg abroad in the world, and which he only heard 
through her report He observed that she wrote more and 
ivoihra less than had been her former custom, and that, as if 
desirous to lull suspicion asleep, she changed her manner to- 
wards the Lady Lochleven mto one mote gmcions and wltich 
seemed to express a resigned submission to her lot. ‘They 
thmk I am bmd,' he said to himself, ‘and that I am unfit to 
he trusted because I am so young, or it may be because I was 
sent hither by the E^cnt Well i be it so , thi^- may be 
glad to confide m me in the long nm, and Catherine Se^n, 
for as saucy ns she is^ may find me as safe a confidant as that 
sullen Douglas, whom she is always running after. It mav be 
they are angiy with me for listening to Master Ehas Hcnder^ 
son, hut it was them own fault for sending me theru, and 
speaks truth and good sense, and preaches onlv 
the Word of God, he is as hkely to he right as either Pope or 
councils ' ^ 


It is probable that ra this last conjecture Boland Gnome had 
hit upon the real cause why the ladies had not entrusted him 
with aeir counsels He had of late had sevend conferences 
subject of r^on, and had given him 
to understod that he stood m need of his instructions, although 
he not thought there was either prudence or nccessit^r 
^essmg that hitherto he had held the tenets of the ChLch 


V. ® propagator of the Reformed foith, 

had sought the seclusion of Lochlevai Castle with the eroress 
pumose and emenhitini, . -ir “press 


“'^“8 converts from Home amongst 
of thow^ f (Spnfimnng the fiS 
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to him, save to convey some necessary command fot her scr^ ice 
llio lltdy Fleming lostncted her notice to the most diy and 
distant expressions of emUty ; and Cathenne Scyton became 
bitter in her plejs<intncs, and shy, cross, and pettish in any 
mtcrcourse they had together What xms yet more provoking, 
he saw, or thought he sair, marks of mtclligcncchctaixt Geoigc 
Dougl^ and the beautiful Cathenne Scyton , and, sharpened 
hy jealousy, ho monght himself almost into a certainty that 
the looks nhicli they etchauged conveyed matters of deep and 
senoiis import ‘No nonder,’ he thought, *if, courted by the 
son of a proud and poirerful baron, she can no longer spans a 
nord or look to the pooi fortuneless page ’ 

In a uord, Roland Gneme’s situation became tnily dis- 
agreeable, and hts heart naturally enough icbcllcd against the 
injustice of tins treatment, nhith depmed him of the only 
comfort rrhich ho had received for submitting to a confine- 
ment in other respects irksome He ausnsed Queen Mary and 
Oatbenne Seyton {for concerning the opmion of Dame Fleming 
he was mdifierent) of mconsistency in being displeased with liim 
onaocount of the natural consequences of an order of their own 
W4y did they send him to hear this overpovrenng preacher! 
The Abbot Ambrosius, he recollected, understood the weakness 
of ^cir Popish cause better, when he enjoined him to repeat 
witmn his mni mind aves, and credos, and paters all Uie while 
old Hmry Warden preached or lectured, that so lie might bocuto 
himself against lending even a momcntaiy ear to his heretical 
dootrme ‘But I will endure this life no longer,’ said he to 
hunself, mn fully , ‘ do they suppose I w ould betray my mistress, 
because I see cause to doubt of her religion! That would be a 

^ forth into 

i serves fair ladies may at least expect land 
iTOks and ^d welds , and I bear not the mind of a gentleman. 

“ T **^*“®<^ “d suspicion, and a h&g capl 

les^S’^mrfn* ^ tbw magnanimons 

i^lutiim, and ho arose m the morning nt* perfecGj decided 

aWby It or urt K 
V Q“e® at an unusual 
« A® ^ SO out with George Doimlas 

proS ration oiToumstance announced bis 

previous intention, and the Queen, turning to the Lady Fleming, 
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r ml inii> imi-! •««!<• (ithor niiiii«/'iiw«t for «s »«* 

1 >' rtiJii' ■ iittr (ItJ-ii'it )ic'i till niti htj his jnrt^ fnr 
llif il'i X t>li'» 'iri* * 

‘I 1 ii't tniiii till' itti*ni'iv<) tho I^ih neintng, 

' Ih t iirtir tJr.iri' ii'i» i.i n’K «'i twin;: f'rtrtutu'l mill tlio 
I of ii jiiiith i*lhi III*' ‘■'i nuiiii lliii'iiriioL iii|ii<iinttnccs 
ntt<l h I'l till' in* till ‘>f nitiiiMiiif liiiii--ntf far utni\' ajnpcv'ihlv titan 

tilth III ' 

'I «I h/ ' 11(1 I'ldicnii**, her •iiiiiwit’il f(*.iiu«s lorldi'iiinp; 
tilth tiHrtth' ifi'iii. 'that hi' frsi-ti'Is wimlil ‘•'ill naiiv with him 
f >r nii'l htinu u* in ii'tiini n {mm*— if mi* h i tliitit; c.iit liC 
finiint -fuilhfiil to ills tt'iiiVR ntid t« his !■ hi'iAii ' 

‘•hit |iitt itf jotir tivlii*! iimj la Kniiittsli iniiflam,’ aaid 
i;>i| .n 1 Uw'in *. itnahh* ant hinjriT to iT'lniiii his iwim* of the 
tn.iltmat t.hnh h** item td on .ill snli*', mitl lii* ttii' nlmnf to 
’.till, * I hi irtilt tti'Ii ton *1 OBUjianioii in int rtumii if 'iitli I'ln 
t«t fiiiiml, wlio is I ipthli* of rinhiniic women’s c:i}niies without 
I'l.hiif ili'lrwhsl ' J.urkilj, ho niollrnt'sl the itmioiM* whith 
hi* h 1*1 fi It lit h’lMiiif intoii wnt to the titnuyr of his temper 
up >ii ft nimliir ‘ict 'sio'i ; nii'l tlo'itiir his lijr*. impn'oncd. until 
tf ilic<l oil his toiipK) a tepnaieh i-o iiiislitcomm^ the preiC'ico 

of iiiftjc* 1 1 . ^ , 

•Wilt ill* toil romniii then*/ 1 ml the Qiicoii, ‘ns if jou ticro 

i.ioliil To till* jvirti’iu*!' 

' 1 hut nlteiiil tour (inuo'i. ^olllll1nllfl^ asiu llio jnge 
Mhito none to ptc toll Ih’jmw*,*''’’'’. , . ^ 

Vs he h ft the {omleii to jro to the limit, he ili'tinrth lienra 
Mart uphnul one ofher ftltcmlauts in thci.e words* ‘^nu mc 

111 wiiiit vou Into ctposwl ns’’ . 

Tins hnef hCi-ne at once ilclcnnmcil Ihihiml Qncmes icsotu- 
lion to. put the ostle. if »t were imsaihle, and to Ins 

w,<dul|(m to r,wrac Pmiglns withonl l<w. of tune Tlmt 
wntlemin, tn his usinl inwal of silciite, 'do m the 
the little slafl wluih they uswl on such ocoi'ions, tnmnmig hw 
nJui.i' tackle, mid, fnmi time to time, indicating NP*’’ 
ttneiiw. t ho pulled the oats which way ho bhoidd 

tlict wtwa fiirloif' or two fmiii the eastlc, Imhind on 

the oirs mid mlilic-scd his eraniMiiion •smicwhal nVmtpttt 
il hTbomci^^ of importanei to 'ly to jou. under jour 

c-m* way L> tho eager, keen, and startled look one who 
miwom Ui hoar fcomolhing of dcoi. and alamiiug import. 
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*I mu \reariod to tho Tory de&tti of this Gustiic of Ijochleven, 
continued Boland 

‘Is that all 1 ’ said Douglas } 'I know none of its mhahitants 
who aro much better pleased uith it * 

< Ay — ^but I am neithei a native of the house nor a prisoner 
in it, and so I may leasonahly desiic to leave it ’ 

‘You might desire to quit it with equal reason,’ oiisneied 
Douglas, ' if you were both the one and the othei ’ 

‘But,’ said Roland Gitcme, ‘I am not only tmed of living in 
Lochleven Castle, but 1 am deteimined to quit it ’ 

‘Tliat IS a resolution more easily token tlian executed,’ 
leplied Douglas 

‘Not if yourself, sir, and your lady [grand-] mothei choose 
to consent,’ answered the page 

'You mistake the matter, Boland,’ said Douglas ‘you will 
find that the consent of two other persons is equally essential 
— ^that of the Lady Mary, your mistiess, and that of my uncle 
the Regent, who placed you about her person, and who will 
not thmk it proper that she should change hei attendants so 
soon’ 

‘Jmd mu&t I then remain whether I will or not’ demanded 
the page, somewhat appalled at a view of the subject which 
would have occurred sooner to a person of nioie e\perience 
‘At least,’ said George Douglas, ‘you must will to remain 
till my uncle consents to dismiss you ’ 

‘Frankly,’ said the page, ‘and spcakmg to yon as a geutlo- 
man who is incapable of Wraymg me, 1 will confess that, if I 
thought myself a prisoner here, neither walls noi water should 
confine me long ’ 

‘Frankly,’ said Douglas, ‘I could not much blame you for 
the attempt , yet, for idl that, my father, or nude, oi the earl, 
01 any of my brothers, or, m short, any of the Kin^s lords into 
whose hands you fell, would m such a cose hang you like a dog, 
or like a sentinel who deserts his post, and I piomise you that 
■you wnll hardly escape them But low towards St Serf’s 
Island there is a hrwse fiom the west, and we shall have 
sport, keeping to wundwoid of the isle, whese the iipple is 
strongest lYe will speak more of what you have mentioned 
when we have hod an hour’s sport ’ 

Their fishing was snceessfol, though never did two anglers 
puTstU! even that silout and unsocial jdeasure with less of i erbal 
mtei course 

YHion their time ■was expired, Douglas took the oars m his 

XI ty 
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turn, and by bis oidci Boland Gttcmo steered the boat) diieotuig 
her course upon the landing-place at the castle But he also 
stopped in the midst of his course and, looking around him, 
said to Gimme, ‘Thera is a thmg uhich I could mention to 
thee, but it is so deep a secret that even here, surrounded as 
Me are by waves and slgr, uithout the possibility of a listener, 
I cannot prevail on mysdf to speak it out ’ 

‘Better leave it unspoken, mi,* answered Boland Gnem^ ‘if 
you doubt the honour cS him uho alone can hear it ’ 

‘1 doubt not your honour,’ leplied Geoige Douglas, ‘but 
you are young, 'imprudont, and changeful ’ 

‘Young,’ said Boland, ‘I am, and it may be imprudent, 
but Mho bath informed you that I am idiangeful 

‘One that knows yon, perhaps, better than you know youi^ 
self,’ replied Douglas 

‘I suppose you mean Catherine Seyton,* said the pag^ his 
heart rimng as he spoke, ‘but she is herself fifty times more 
variable in her humour than the very water which we are float* 
mg upon ’ 

‘My young acquamtance,’ said Donbas, ‘I pray you to 
remember that Catherine Seyton is a lady of blood and Isrth, 
and must not be lightly spoken of ’ 

‘Master Geoige of Douglas,’ said Gimme, ‘as that speocli 
seem^ to be made under the warrant of somethmg like a threat, 
I pray you to observe that I value not the threat at the cstin^ 
tion <rf a fin of one of these dead trouts , and, moreover, I \rould 


of every lady of blood and birth whom men accuse of change 
of faith and of fashion is like to have enough of work on bis 

* Go to,’ said the seneschal, but m a tone of good-humour, 
‘thou art a foobsh boy, unfit to deal with any matto^ more 
serious than the casting of a net or the flying “ ?■ . 

‘H your seoiet concern Catherine Seyton, 8“^ the I 
care not for it and so you may tell her if you will I ^ she 
can ^pe you opportunity to speak Mitb her, as she has ere 

“°'^e flush M^icb passed over Douglas’s face nmde flie ^ 
he had h^^d on a truth when be Mas, in uiet, 

rSaa,; t«b.8 tw b. w a™ » ™ 

mthout further answw, rraumed ^ Ve servante 
till they arrived at the island and the castle ihe serv 
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received the produce of Uioir sport, and the two hsheis, turning 
from each other in silence, went each to his several apartment 
Unlatiil Gimme had spent about on hour in grumbling against 
Gdthcnne Seyton, the Queen, the Begent, and the whole house 
of Loohlcven, with George Douglas at the head of it, when the 
time approached tiiat his dui^ called him to attend the meal of 
Queen hfaiy As he anangcd his dress for this purpose, he 
giudged the trouble, which on similar occasions he used, with 
boyish foppeiy, to consider as one of the most important duties 
of his day, and when he went to take his place behind tho 
chan of the Queen, it was with an oir of ofiended dignity which 
could not escape her obsei ration, and probablj appeared to her 
iidioulons enough, foi she whispined somothmg m Fiemdi to 
her ladies, at which tlie Lady Ilemiug laughed, and Cathenno 
appeared half diverted and disconcerted 'nus pleasantly, 
of which the subject was concealed from him, the unfoitunato 
page received, of course, os a new offence, and c>illcd an 
additional degioe of snllon d^ity into his mien, which might 
have exposed him to foithei lailleiy, hut tliat Mary appeared 
disposed to make allowance for and compassionate his feelings 
^Vith the peculiar tact and delicacy whudi no woman pos- 
sessed in gioatei peifcotion, she began to soothe hy degiecs tho 
vexed spirit of hei magnanimoub attendant Tlic excdicnce of 
the fish whieh he bad taken in his expedition, the high flavour 
and beautiful led colour of the trouts, whudi have long given 
distinction to the lake, led her flist to expiess hei thanks to 
her attendant for so agreeable an addition to hei table, especially 
iipoiiayoin dejtdne, and then brought on luqiiincs into the 
place w here the fish had Ixien token, their size, then pccuhanties, 
the tunes when they wcic in season, and a comparison between 
the Loohlcven tiouts and those which aro found in tho lakes 
and nvers of the south of Scotland The ill-lramoni of Boland 
Gimme was never of an obstinate diameter It i oiled away 
like mist before the sun, and he was easily engaged m a keen 
and animated dissertation about Lochlevou tioul^ and sea trout, 
and nvci trout, and hull trout, and char, which never iise to a 
fly, and pai, which some suppose infant s.ilmon, and ‘herluigp,’ 
which ficqiicut the Kith, aud 'vciidisses,' wlifch aie only found 
III the Cflstlc Loch of Lochmnhen , and ho was hurrying on 
with tlie engoi impetuosity aud enthusiasm of a young sports- 
man, when ho observed that tho smile with which the Queen 
at first listened to him died languidly away, and that, in spite 
of her efforts to suppress them, tears rose to hei eyes He 
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Stopped suddenly short, and, distressed m lus turn, asked, 'If 
lie had lind the misfortune itnu ittiu^y to give displeasure to 
)ict Glace f 


' 2s o, nij poor boy,' replied the Queen ' bul^ as you numbered 
up tlio htlkCs and risers of my kingdom, imagination cheated 
me, ah it uill do, and snatched me from these dieatyuaUsasras 
to the roenuntte strciins of Nithsdajc and the royal towers of 
Luchinabeii 0 laud, winch my fathers lusc so long i tiled < of 
tlie plcasiiics uhich you ettend so freely your Queen is now 
depiircd, and the pooicst hcggai, who may wander free from 
one landward town to another, would scorn to change fates 
w ith litnry of Scotlaud < ' 

‘Youi Highness,' said the Lady Fleming, ‘will do well to 
withdraw ’ 

‘Come with me then, Fleming,’ said the Queen ‘I would 
not hntden liearts so young ns tlicse arc with the sight of my 


sorrows’ 

She accompanied these words with, a look of melancholy 
oompjhsion towards Roland and Cathoniic, who weie now left 
tilono together in the apartment 

The page found his situation not a little embarrassmg, *i, 
ns cieij lender has cvpononced who may hare cihaaced to be in 
such a situation, it is extremely difficult to mnmtam the full 
dignity of an ofTended person in the presence of o beantiM ^1, 
whatcicr reason we may hate foi being nngiy with her 
Cathenne Seytou, on her part, sate stiU hkc n Imgenng ghost, 
which, conscious of the awe winch its presence imposea is 
charitably disposed to give the pom confused mo^l whom it 
visits tune to iccoter hw senses, and complj with me grand 
lulc of dcmonologj' by speaking fiiot But ns Roland 
m no hurrv to atari himself of her condesoension, she earned it 
a step farthoi, and herself opened the converaation 

‘I pray yon, fair su, if it may he pemu^ m to di^ 
tour miguBt loteiie by^ a question so simple, wliat may have 

become of your losaiy f ' _ , 

‘It 18 lost, madam— lost some time since, said Roland, 

partly ombanasse^ and partly 

^ ‘ And may I ask farther, sir,' said Catbranc, why tto Mve 

not leplaced rt with anothei t I » JTSomrf S 

taking^from her pocket a stnng of ebony heads 
Eold,^to bestow one upon jou, to keep for my sake, ]ust to 

lemindyonof fbnncracquamtanee’ fj,o «me with winch 

Tlime was a little tremnlons accent m Gie tone with wmen 
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these Tiords \reie dclireied, Tthieh at once put to flight Boland 
Greome’s losentment, and hnraght him to Catheime’s side, 
but she instantly resumed the bold and Arm accent whudi 'll as 
more familiar to hei 'I did not bid you,’ she said, ' come and 
Bit so close by me , for the acquaintance that I spoke of has 
been stiff and cold, dead and buned, for this many a day ’ 

‘ Now Hearen forbid I ’ said the page, ' it has only slept , and 
now that you desnre it should awake, fan Catherme, beheve me 

that a pledge of yom retutning favour * 

‘Nay, nay,’ said Cathenne, withholdmg the losaiy, ton aids 
which, as be spok^ he extended bis hand, ‘ I have changed my 
mind on bettei rsfieotion What should a heietio do w ith these 
holy beads, that have been blessed by the Fathei of the chmch 
himself 1' 

Boland winced gnevously, foi he saw plainly nhich nay the 
discourse was now hkely to tend, and felt that it must at all 
events be embarrassing ‘ Nay, bnV he said, ‘ it was as a token 
of your own legaid that you mfered them ’ 

‘Ay, fair sir, but that regard attended the faithful subject, 
the loyal and pious Catholic, the mdmdnal nho was so solemnly 
denoted at the same time with myself to the same grand duty , 
which, you must non understand, was to serre the church and 
Queen To such a person, if you evei heaid of him, nas my 
legaid duo, and not to him nho associates with hoiobcs, and is 
about to become a renegade ' 

‘I should scaicc believe, fau nusbess,’ said Boland, indig- 
nantly, ‘that tbb vane of your favoiu turned only to a Catholic 
nind, considermg that it pomts so plamly to Ueoige Douglas, 
nho, I thmk, is both kmgsman and Protestant ’ 

‘ Think better of George Douglas,’ said Cathenne, ‘ than to 

believe ’ and then che^ii^ heiself, as if she bad spoken too 

muoh, she nent on, ‘ I assure you, fair Mastei Boland, that all 
nho n isli you well are sorry foi you ’ 

‘Tlieu numbci is veiy few, I behove,’ answered Boland, 
‘ and then sonow, if they feel any, not deepei than ten mmutes’ 
time nil] cure ’ 

‘ They are more numeious, and thmk moicxlei^ly conceimug 
you, than you seem to be awaie,’ ansneicd Cathenne ‘But 
pmhaps they think wrong You are the best judge in your onn 
amura , and if you prefer gold and oburoh lands to honom and 
loyally, and the faith of your fathers, nhy should you be 
hampered m conscience mme than others 1’ 

‘May Heaven bear witness for me,’ said Boland, ‘that if I 
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&ith of your &1ihei8,’ answered Catbenne, ‘ a worse midiap than 
aught that tyranny can inflict on himself ’ 

‘ But why,’ said Boland, Tory much mowed — 'why should y ou 
suppose that— that-^ihat it is with mo as you say 1 ' 

'Do you yourself deny itf ’ replied Catherine, 'do you not 
admit tMt you have drunk the poison which you should hare 
dashed from your lipsf Do you deny that it now ferments in 
your veins, if it has not altogether corrupted the qinngs of 
hfef Do you deny that you &ve your doubts, as you proudly 
term them, respeetmg what popes and coumals have dcclaicd 
itnulawful to doubt of) Is not youi faith wavering, if not 
overthrown t Docs not the hoiotie preacher boast his conquest? 
Does not the heretic woman of this pnson-honsc hold up thy 
c\ample to others? Do not the Queen and the Lady Mcming 
believe in thy follmg away? And is there any eveept one — 
yes, I will speak it out, and thmk as lightly as you please of 
my good-will — is there one except myself that holds even a 
hngenng hope that you may yet prora what we once all bdievcd 
of you?’ 

* I know not,’ said our poor page, much embarrassed by the 
view which was thus presented to him of tiie conduct he was ex- 
pected to pursue, and by a person m whom he was not the less 
interested that so long a lesidence in Lochleren Castle, with 
no object so hfccly to attract his undivided attention, had taken 
place siuco they bad first met — 'I know not what you expect 
of mo, or fear from me I was sent hither to attend Queen 
Maij, and to hA I acknowledge the duly of a servant through 
life and death If any one had expected seriice of another 
kind, I was not the party to render it I neither avow noi dis- 
claim the doctrmes of the Baformed Church Will you have 
the truth ? It sooms to me that the profligacy of tho Catholic 
clorp has brought this judgment on them own heode, and, for 
aught I know, it may be for their reformation But, for betray- 
ing this unhappy Queen, Gkid knows I am guiltless of the 
thou^t Did I oven hehei'C w orse of her tlian as her servant 
I wreh— as her subject I dare— to d(^ I would not betray hei 
far from it— I would aid her m aught which could tend to a 
fair tnal of her cause ’ 

'Enough'— enough'' answered Oathonne, olaspng her hands 
togetaoTj ^theu thou "wait not desert us if any means arc pre- 
sented hy which, pladng our royal xmstiess at freedom, fliis 
caw may ho houe8% tned betwixt hei and her rebelhous 
subjects?’ 
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bu^ fnir Cathennc,’ leplicd tho page, ‘beai bnt 

vbat the Loid of Mumty said when ho seat mo hither ' 

‘Hero but iihat the donl said,’ leplied tho maiden, ‘rather 
than -nhat a folso Bubjeot^ a false biother, a false counselor, 
a false fnend said ' A man raised £iom a potty pensioner on 
the croxrn’s bounty to be the counseiloi of majesty, and the 
pnme distnbntoi of tho bouufaes of the state, one mth ahom 
ranlc, fortune, title, consequonci^ and ponei all grew up like a 
mnshioom by the mere watm good-will of the sistei whom, in 
reqnital, he hath mewed up m this place of melancholy 
seclusion, whom, in fuilhoi requital, he has dqiosed, and whom, 
if he daied, ho wronld murdci < ’ 

‘1 tliink not so ill of the Eoil of Mnrmy,' said JRoland 
Gnnmc, ‘ and sooth to speak,’ he added, witli a smile, 'itwould 
require some bnbe to make me embrace, w ith firm and de^eiate 
resolution, eithci one side or the otlier ’ 

‘Nay, if that is all,’ lephed Catherine Seyton, in a tone 
of onthiisijsm, ‘you shall be gueidoncd with prayers horn 
oppressed subjects — fiom dispossessed cleigy — fiom insulted 
nobles — with immortal praise by futuio ages — with eager 
gratitude by tho present — with fame on earth and with fe]i«u<y 
in Heaven * Your countiy wnll thank you — youi Queen will be 
debtoi to you — you will achieve ot once the highest from tho 
lowest degiee m chivaliy — all men will honoui, all women will 
lovo you — and I, sworn with you so early to the accomplish- 
ment of Queen Maly’s fiecdom, will — jes, 1 will love you hettoi 
than — evei sister loved biotliei I ’ • 

‘Say on — say on I ’ whispered Boland, kneding on one knee, 
and taking hei hand, which, m the warmth of exhortation, 
Catheiine held towards him 

‘Nay,’ said she, pausing, ‘I have already said too mu*— 
fai too mudi if I prevail not with you, far too little if I do 
But I pieraiV she continued, seeing that tho oonnt^nce ot the 
■vouth she addressed returned the enthnsu^ of her own— l 
pievail, 01 rather tho good cause preyails thiough ite own 
Length-thus I devote thee to it’ And ns *e spoke die 
appicMhed hei finger to the biow of thei^sh* 
wiSiout touching ft, signed the oioss over his foiehead , 
her face towards him, and seemed to kiss the empty space in 
which she had traced the symb®’ » 

ovtiicating herself fiom his grasp, darted into the Queens 
‘‘^ToTaTd Gimme icummed as the cntbusustio maiden had left 
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him, kneelmg on one hnee, mth bicnth xnthhcld, and mth eyes 
fixed upon the space 'which the fauy form of Catherme Scyton 
had so lately occupied If his thoughts 'were not of nnmixed 
delight, they at least partook of that thnlhng and intoxicating, 
though mmgled, sense of pam and pleosuic, the most overpower* 
mg -which life offers in its blended cup He rose and retired 
slowly , and although the chaplain, Mr Henderson, pleached on 
that evening his best sermon against the errors of Popery. I 
would not engage that he was followed accurately through the 
tiam of hiB lessoning by the young proselyte, -with a -new to 
whose especial benefit he had handled the subject 



CHAPTER XXV 


And when Love's toich hath set the heart u flame, 
Comes Soimor Beeson, mth hu sens and cautions. 
Giving siimi aid as the old grej-heord sexton, 

Who iiom the chnroh-vault dngs lus enqr ongmc^ 
To ply Its dnbbling inefibetnol stroumlot 
Agaiim a conflagiation 


In a mu&ing mood, Itolaud Gisome upon the ensumg moining 
botook himself to the battlements of the castle, as a spot nhem 
ho might mdulge tlie course of his thiok-aommg fancies mth 
least chance of mtciiuption But his place of retiiemeutvaas 
in the pieacnt case iH ohoson, foi he nas presently jomed by 
Ml Dims Heudoison 

‘I sought you, young man,’ said the pcnchei, 'hating to 
speak of somothing iihi<£ concems you noaily ’ 

The page had no pretence for aroidmg the conference which 
the chaplam thus ofibred, though he felt that itf might prove an 
emb<irrassiug one 

‘In teaching thee, as fai as my feeble knowledge hath pei- 
mitted, thy duty towards God,’ said the chaplain, ‘theie are 
parbculars of your duty towards man upon which I was un- 
willing long or much to maist You are here in tho service of 
a Indy, honourable as touching her biith, deservmg of nil com- 
passion as respects her misfortunes, and garnished with evra 
but too many of those outward qualities which win men’s legard 
and "tfeofann Have you evei considered your regard to this 
Lady Mary of Scotland in its true light and beanng ? ’ 

‘I tius^ reverend sir,’ieplied Boland Gnnme, ‘mat I ^ 
well aware of tho duties a servant m my condition owes to his 
royiil mistress, especially m her lowly and 

‘True,’ answe:^ tho preacher, ‘but it is oven that hon«^ 
feeling which may, m the Lady Maly’s case, cany thee into 
great crime and tieachery ’ 
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' How SQ, reverend sir 1 ’ replied the page ; ‘ I profess I under- 


BUtUU Aivu 

* I Speak to you not of the dimes of tnis ill-adnscd 
said the preacher, *th^ are not subjects for the ears of her 
sworn servant But it is enough to say that this unhappy 
person hath rejected more offers S grace, more hopes of ^ory, 
than ever were held out to earthlj' princes , and that she is 
now, her day of faTour betn^ passed, sequestered fn this lonely 
castle, for the commonweal of the people of Scotland, and it 
may he for the benefit of her own soul ’ 

‘Beverend sir,’ said Boland, somewhat impatiently, ^‘1 am 
bnt too well aware lhat my unfortnnate mistress is imprisoned, 
since I have the misfortune to shore m her restramt myself. 


of which, to speak sooth, I am heartily weary ’ 

‘It is even of that which I am about to speak,’ said the 
/ ^IwpTniti, mildly , ‘ but first, my good Roland, look forth on the 
pleasant prospect of yonder cultivated plain You see, where 
the smoke arises, yonder village standing half-hidden by the 
trees, and you know it to be the dwelling-place of peace and 
indostry From space to space, each by the side of its own 
stream, you see the grey toners of barons, with cottages mter- 
speised , and yon know that they also, with their household, 
are now living in unity — ^the lance hung upon the wall and the 
sword resting in its sheath You see, too, more than one fair 
church where the pure waters of hfe are offered to the thirsty, 
and where the hungry are refreshed with spiritual food 'What 
would he dcserVh who should bring fire and slaughter into so 
fair and happy a scene — ^who should hare the swords of tlic 
gentry and tarn them against each other — who should give 
tower and cottage to the flames, and slake the embers with the 
blood of the mdwellersi What would he deserve who dioidd 


lift up again that ancient Dogon of superstition whom the 
worthies of the time luve beaten down, and who should once 
more make the ohurohes of God the high places of Baal ! ’ 

‘You have limned a frightful picture, reverend sir,’ said 
Boland Grasme, ‘yet I guess not whom you would diarge with 
the purpose of effectmg a change so homblei 

‘ God forbid,’ lephed the preacher, ‘ that I should say to thee, 
thou art the man Yet beware, Boland Greeme, that thou, in 
serving thy mistress, hold fast the still higher service which 
thou owest to the peace of thy country and the prosperity of 
her inhabitants; else, Boland Grceme, thou mayst be the very 
man upon whose head will fall the curses and assured punish- 
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ment due to such work If thou art won by the song of these 
^ aid that unhappy lady's escape fiom this® place of 
penitence and security, it is over ■with the peace of Scotland’s 
cottoges^d with the piosponty of her pateces, and the babe 
unborn shall omso the name of the man who gave inlet to the dis- 
oider which will follow the war betwixt the mother and the son ’ 
^ huow of no such plan, leveiend sir,’ answered the pag«% 
and theiefoio can aid none such My duty ixmerde the Qneen 
lias bo^ simplj thafc of an attendant, it is a task of \thiGh, at 

time^ I would willingly have been fwed , nevertheless 

^ 18 to piepaio thee foi the enjoyment of something more 
of liberty, said the pieachoi, ‘that I hare endcavouied to im- 
picss upon yon the deep iffiponsibihty undei whiih lour office 
must be disohaiged George Douglas hath told the Udy Looh- 
leven that you aie wcaiy of this semce, and my intcrcessiou 
hath partly dotonniiied hoi good ladyship that, as your dis- 
chaige cannot be granted, yon sball, mstcad, bo employed in 
ceitain comnussiona on tbe mainland, whicb have hitheito been 
disohaiged by other persona of confidence 'Wherefoie, come 
with mo to the lady, foi ovon to 4 ay such duty will be unpoacd 
on you ’ m 

'1 bust you Will hold mo ovcubcd, lovoiond bii,’ 8 (ud the 
who felt that an marcasc of confidenoo on the part of the 
y of tlie castle and hoi family would lendei his situation 
in a mmol view doubly enibaiiassmg, ‘one cannot servo two 
mosteia, and I muob feu that my mistiess will not hold mo 
excused for taking employment nndei another^ 

'Feai not that,’ eaid the pieaoher, ‘hci consent shall be 
<iskcd and obtained I fooi she inll yield it but too easily, as 
hoping to avail hoiselt of ymu agency to mamtam cone- 
spoudence with liei fiiends, as those falsely call themselves 
who would nuiko liei name the watchword foi ciiil war’ 

‘And tlins,' said tho page, ‘I shall be exposed to suspicion 
on all sides , foi my imstress will considei mo os a spy placed 
on hoi by hei enemies, seeing me so fai ti listed by them, and 
the Lady Loobleven will nevei cease to snspeot the possibility 
of my betraying^ei, because ououmstancos put it mto my 
power to do 80 , Iwoiild rather remain os 1 am ’ 

Theie followed a pause of one or two mmutes, dunng which 
looked steadily in Boland’s countenance, os if de- 
sirous to osoertain whether there was not more in the answer 
than the pieoise words seemed to imply He faded m this 
pointy however, foi Boland, hied a page horn ohildhood, knew 
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how to ossume a sulleu petiash oast of coimtenanoe, well enough 
calonlated to hide all internal emotions 

'I understand thee not^ Boland,* said the preacher, 'm 
rather thou thmkest on this mattei moie deeply than I appre- 
hended to he m thy nature. Methought the dehght of gomg 
on shore with thy how, or thy gun, or thy onglmg-iod, would 
have home away all other feelmgs ’ 

‘ And so it would,’ replied Bo&nd, who perceived the danger 
of suffeiing Henderson's half-^aiacd suspicious to become fully 
awake — ‘I would have thought of notiung hut the gun and 
the oar, and the wild water-fowl that tempt me 1^ sailing 
among toe sedges yonder so fat out of flight-shot, had you not 
spoken of my gomg on shore as what was to occasion humiug 
of town and tower, the downfall of the £i angel, and the up- 
setting of the mass ’ 

‘Follow me, then,’ said Hondoiwon, 'and ire irill seek the 
Lady Lochleven ’ 

'They found her at breakfast with her gmnflq;,,, Oeorge 
Douglas ‘Peace be with your ladyship'* said the preacher, 
bowmg to hia patroness , ‘ Roland Gmeme awaits your Older ’ 
•young man,’ said the lady, ‘om ohaplain hath warremted 
for thy fidehty, and we are determined to give you certain 
ertunds to do for ns in our town of Kmwng > 

•Hot ^ my adnoe,’ said Douglas, coldly 
‘I said wt that it was,* answered the lady, sometbms 
sharply ‘The mother of thy father may, I should thmV 
old enough to judge foi herself m a matter so simple Thou 
w ilt_ tak e the skift, Roland, and two of my people, whom 
Uryfe^e m Randal wiU order out, and fetch off certam stuff 
of plate and hangings which should last night he lodged at 
Kinross Ly the w ams from ® 

George Douglas, ‘to a servant 
i ™ It w the report 

mmtioned to hinster Hendeison,’ said Roland 
Grame, that, as my du^ requiies my attendance on the Queen 
.01 Gr«e’8 pemisaiou for my journey ough^l to bToblS 
hefoie I can undertake your <4imssion ' 

“» 

' Craving your pardon, madam, I have no wish to lnr«. 
self oubci piesence tlius early.’ said Don^, m a^bdlffereJt 
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tonCj ‘it luig^t displea&e liei, and neFc no waj agiceablo 
to me’ 

'And I/said tlio Lady LoohloTou, ‘although hei temper 
hath been moia gaatie of late, b&ve no mil to nndeigo, uith* 
out ncoesutj, too rancoiu of hot «it ’ 

‘Under your peimission, madam,' said toe chaplain, *1 util 
mfsdf render youi icquest to the Queen Dunug my long 
residence in tots house she liato not deigned to see me iii 
pnvate, oi to heai my dootrme, yet so may Heaven proiqicr 
my labours, ns love foi her soul, and dcsiie to bnng her into 
the right path, was my ohtef motive for coming hither' 

‘Ihko caie, Master Henderson,’ stud Douglas, m a tone 
which seemed abnost soicasticv ‘lest yon rush hastily on an 
.idrentnie to which yon have no vocation, you are learned, 
and know the adages A^e aceetsetit t» eonahim nm meatus 
Tf^io hath lequued tois at your handl’ 

'The Master to whose service I am called,' aiisneiod the 
pieachor, looking upward — 'He alio hath commanded me to 
be earnest in season and out of season ’ 

'Your aoquamtance hath not been much, I think, with 
courts or pnnoe^’ oontmuod the yoiuig esquire 

'No, Bii,’ loplied Henderaon, ‘but, like mymnstci Knot, J 
see nothing fiightful m the fan feoe of a protiy lady ’ 

' My son,’ said the Lady of Loohleven, 'qiienoh not tito g^ 
man’s seal let him do toe miand to this unhappy piiiitoss 
‘With more wilbngness than I Mould do it myself, said 
Gooigo Douglas Yet something in Ins maqncr appeared to 

contradict hib woids n , j n 

'Tlio muiistcr wont acoordmgly, foUoued by Bol.uid Oncme, 
and, deman dmg on audienoo of too impnsoiicd pnnee^ was ad- 
mitted Ho found hei into her ladies ongagod in toe dailv task 
of ombtoideir Tho Queen loceived him wito toat coiutow 
which, in ordmuiy oases, she used towards all who 
her, and the oleigyman, moponmg 

somewhat more ombanassod than ho had ospwted to bo Tlic 
good Lady of Lochlovon, may it P^ea*® J®"* . 

^ He m^c a shoit pause, dunug which Mn^ a 

Mnilc, ‘My Gradb would, in tiuth, bo wdl plo^ 

Sy of I^chleven oui yoorf lady, but go on— what is too will 

will permit this yoimg gentleman, your P?g®> 

to p^Tto Kmioss, to look aftei some household stuff ai«I 
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hangings, sent hither foi the better fnnubhing jom Grace’s 


‘The Ladf of Lochleren,’ said the Queen, ‘uses needless 
ceremony, m lequesting our permission foi tWt nhich stands 
Ti ithin her on n pleasuie Wo n ell know that this young gcntle- 
man's attendance on us bad not been so long permitted nere 
ho not thought to be more at the command of that good lady 
than at ours But ire cheerfully yield consent that he shall 
go on her enand, mth our will tie would doom no living 
cieature to the captivity nhich ne ourselveB must suffea.' ’ 

‘Ay, madam,’ answered the pieacher, ‘and it is douhtiess 
natural for humanitjr to qiionel with its prison-house Yet 
there have been those who have found that time spent in the 
house of temporal captivity may be so emplcyed as to ledeem 
ns fiom spiritual slavery ’ 

‘I apfmhend your meonmg, sir,’ replied the Queen, 'but 1 
have heaid youi apostle — I have heara Master John Knox , 
and Here 1 to be perverted, I would uillmgly resign to the 
ablest and most powerful of heresiarohs tbe poor bonoui he 
might acquire by ovei coming my faith and my hope ’ 

{Madam,’ said the preacher, ‘it is not to the talents oi skill 
of the husbandman Mat God gives the increase the uoids 
which woie offered in vam by him whom you justly call oui 
apostle, dunng tbe bustle and gaiety of a court, may yet find 
better acoratimee dunng tbe leisuie foi reflection which this 
place afioids God knows, lady, that I speak in smgleness of 
health as one who would as soon compaie himself to the im- 
mortal angels as to the holy man whom you have named 
Yet would you but condescend to apply to then noblest use 
those talents and that leainmg which all allow jou to be 
possessed of— would you afford us but the slightest hope that 
you would hear and legard what can be urged against the 
blmded superstition and idolatry m whuh you weie biought up, 
sure am I, that the most pow eifully gifted of my brethren, that 
oven John Knov hunself, would hasten hither, and account the 
rescue of your smgle soul fiom the nets of Bomish erroi— 

‘I am obliged to you and to them for then chaiity,’ said 
Mary, ‘but as I have at present hut one ^esence-dbamher, I 
would reluctantly see it converted mto a Huguenot mmod ’ 

At l^ffit, madam, be not thus obstmately blinded in your 
eirers Hear one who has hungered and thnsted, watched 
and piajed, to jmdertoke the good work of youi canversion. 
and who would be content to die tibo instant that a woik so 
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contempt by eudcavounng to iccollcct and repeat tlie reasons 
'nhicb schoolmen and counmlB give foi the faith that is in me, 
although I fear that, God lidp mo < my Latui has deserted mo 
mth my othei possessions This must, hon crci, be foi another 
day Mcanwh^, sir, let the Lady of Lochleven employ my 
page as she lists , I nill not affoid suspiCKm by speaking a iioid 
to bnn before he goes Boland Giceme, my &icnd, lose not an 
oppoitunity of amusing thyself * danc<^ smg, ran, and leap — 
all may be done meinly on the mainland, but ho must have 
more Imn qiucksilvei in ^ veins who nonld frohc here ’ 

‘Alas I madam,’ said the preachei, ‘to what is it you exhort 
the youth, while tune passes and eternity summons ' Con onr 
salvation bo ensmcd by idle mirth, or onr good uoik wrought 
out iiithojit feai and trembling? * 

‘I cannot feoi or tremble,’ replied Uio Queen ‘to Mary 
Stuart such emotions are unknown But, if weeping and 
sorrow on my part will atone for the boy’s enjoying on hour of 
boyish pleasure, be assuied tho penance shall be duly paid ’ 
‘ITay, but, gtaoious lady,’ said the preacher, ‘m this you 
greatly err our tears and our sorrows are all too little for our 
own Saiilta and follies, nor con we tiansfci them, as your ohurch 
falsely teaches, to the benefit of others ’ 

‘May I pray yon, sir,’ answered the Queen, ‘with as httle 
ofihnce as such a prayer may import, to tronsfei yourself else- 
where 1 We aie sick at heart, and may not now be distuibcd 
with further coutcoveny, and thou, ]^lBnd, take this httle 
purse’ — Then tiAiung to the divine, she said, showing its 
contents, — ‘Look, reveiend su, it contams only these two or 
three gold testoons — a coin which, fhou^ bearing my own poor 
fcatmcs, I have ever found more active against me than on my 
side, jnst as my subjects take arms against me, with my ov n 
name for their sammons and signal Take this purse that thou 
mayst want no means of amusement Fail not — ^fail not to 
bnng me back nows from Kinross , only let it be snob as, with- 
out suspicion or offence, may be told in the presence of this 
roverend gentleman, or the good Lady Loihleven bersedf ’ 
Tho last hint was too irresistible to withstood, and 
Henderson withdrew, balf-mortified, half-pleas^ with his ncep- 
tion, for Mary, from long habit and the address which was 
natural to her, had learned, m an extiaordinaiy degree, the art 
of evadmg discourse which was disagreeable to her feebngs or 
prejudices, without afirontmg those by whom it was proffered 
Bolaud Orteme retired intli the chaplam at a m gnal from 
3^1 rS 
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Ills lady, but it did uot escape him tliat, ns ho left Uic room, 
bteppiugr backuards and making the deep obeisance duo to 
loyalty, Gathenno Sejton hold up hei sleiidci forofingci, with 
a gestoio vbich he alone could uihicss, and a Inch seemed to 
Bay, ^Bemcmboi 'll hat has passed botTiiTt iis * 

The young page had non his last ohnigo ftom the Lnd\ of 
Lochloven ‘ There aio levels,’ she said, ‘thisdnyat the Milage 
My son’s autlioiity is, as jet, unable to pi event these con- 
tinued iroikings of the ancicut leaven of folly which the Honiisli 
pnests have kneaded into the veiy souls of the Scottish 
jieasantiy I do not command thee to alistnin from them — 
that aould be only to lay a snaie foi thy folly, oi to tench thee 
falsehood , but enjoy tlicse ^anltlcs with modcmtioii, and nuuk 
them as something thou must soon Icaiii to icnounco and con- 
temn Oui obamlieilain at Einioss, Luke Lundm — ^Doctoi, 
as he foolishly colletli himself — mil ncQiiniiit thee vhnt is to bo 
done in the mattoi about ahicli thou gocsl Bcmembci thou 
aittiustcd, shots tliysclf, tiieiofoic, tsoithj' of trust’ 

When tieiocollect that Boland Oiicmc was no! jot nineteen, 
and tliat he had spent his whole life in the solitni) Castle of 
Ateiiol, eveeptmg the fen houta ho had passed in kchnltirgh, 
and hts late residence at Lochlcten, the Inttor pciiod hating 
vciy little seivcd to eulnigo his acquaiutiiico with the giij 
woild, tie cannot wondoi that his hoait beat high with hope 
and cunosity at the prospect of pnitokuig the bpoit men of it 
Goimtry w ako He hastened to his little lubni, and tin iicd o\ ci 
the w.udrobe with which, in <uci j lespcct bcccmnig his btiitioii, 
ho Lad been supplied fiom Edinbuigli, piobnbly bj’ order of the 
£ail of Murraj' Bj’ the Queen’s command he hod bithcito 
waited upon hoi in mouiiiin^ oi at least in bad-coloured i-umcnt 
Hei condition, she said, admitted of nothing moic gaj But 
now ho selected the gayest dress his wardiobc afibroed, com- 
posed of scailet, slash^ with black satin — ^tlio loj'al colours of 
{=icotln.nd , combed Ins long onilcd linir , disposed his cliniii and ' 
medal round a boaierhat of the newest blodv, and with the 
gay falchion which had icachcd him in so nijbtciioub a manner 
hung bj' hia bid&in an embroidcicd bolt, his apjiaral, added to 
Ins natural frauk mien and handsome hgiue, formed n most 
commendable and pleasing specimen of tho j'omig gallant of 
the period Ho sought to make Ins paitmg reiercnce to the 
Queen and hei ladies, but old Diyfcsdale liumcd liim to Uio 
boat 

‘We will have no pmate audiences,’ ho said, 'inj uiastci, 
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Since yon arc to lie tiostcd \ntli wmenlut) nc mil tiy at least 
to SATO thco fiom the temptation of opportunity God help 
thee, child,’ he added, mth a glance of contempt at his ga}' 
clothes, ‘an the beat -n aid bo ydndci from St Andreas, base a 
care thou go not near lum ’ 

‘And ahorofore, I pray yon?’ said Boland 
‘Lost he take thee for one of his runarraj jackanapes, 
ansaeied the steward, smiling sourly 

‘ l a cai not my dothes at thy cost,’ said Boland, indignantly 
‘ Nor at thine oan eithci, my son,’ replied the steaard, ‘ else 
would thy gaib moie neaily resemble thy mentand thy station ’ 
Boland Grteme suppressed aith difficulty the lepartec ahich 
arose to his lips, and, aiapping hn, scailet iiiontlo annmd him, 
thiew himself into the boat, which tao loaers, thcmsclres urged 
by oimosity to see the levels, pulled stoutly toaards the west 
end of the lake As they put off, Boland' thought he could 
discover the face of Oatheriue Seytoii, though carefully aith- 
draan from obsenation, pcepmg from a loophole to Mew his 
departiiic He pulled off his Mt, and held it up as a token 
- that he saw and aislicd hci adieu Aahitc kcichicf aaved foi 
a second across the a indow, and for the lest of the little voj'ago 
the thoughts of Catherme Soyton disputed ground m his breast 
AVith the expectations exmted by the approadiing revel As 
they drew neater and nearer the shore, the sounds of mirth and 
music, the laugh, the halloo, and the shout came thicker upon 
the ear, and in a tnce the beat was mooied, and Boland Gnemc 
hastened m que^ of the chambeilam, that, being informed ahat 
ti^ ho had at his oani disposal, he might lay it out to the best 
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Rdom for the master of tiie ring, ye snsms, 

Dmdo your cioudcd ranks , btforo him maroh 
The rural minstrelsy, the ratthng dnmi, 

The damorous rror-pipo, and farecbom^hois 

SousnviLUS, Thtntl i^iorli 


No long apace inteivoned ere Roland Gionne tiaa able to disr 
covQi among the croud of levdlois, xrho gambolled upon the 
open space which extends betwivt the village and the lak^ a 
person of so great importance as Doctor Luke Lundm, upon 
whom devolv^ officially the chaige of repiesentiug the lord of 
the land, and uho was attended for support of his authoiity-jiy a 
piper, a drummer, and foiu sturdy clowns turned with lusty hal- 
berds, garnished witli party-coloured nbands — myimidons wh<% 
early os the day was, hod ^eady broken moie than one head in 
the awful names of the Laud of Lochleven and his ehamborlam * 
As soon as this digmtaiy was informed that the castle skiff 
hod arrived, with a gallant, dressed like a lord’s^n at the least, 
w'ho desired presently to speak to him, he adjusted his ruff and 
hiB black coat, turned round his girdle till the gaimshed hdt of 
Ins long rapier became visible, and walked with due solemnity 
towards the beach Solemn mdeed he was entitled to be, even on 
less impnitamt. occosions, for he had been hied to the veneraWo 
study of medicine, as those acquainted with the science very 
soon discovered from the aphorisms which ornamented his dis- 
course His success had not been equal to his pretenses; 
but as ho was a native of the neighboming kingdom of Fif^ 
and bore distant relation to, m dependence upon, tto oiraent 
family of Lundm & that ilk, who were bound m close fnondship 
with the house of Loohloven, he hod, through their interest, 
aot planted comfortably enough m his present station 
^e tanks of that beautiful lake The profits of lus chamb^ 
Ipmahip bang modaate, especially in those unsettled times, no 
* Seo ScotUili Fain Hole 18 
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had eked it out a little inth bomo practice in his ongmal profes- 
sion , and it -was said that the mhabitanta of the Tillage and 
barony of Kinross ivete not more effectually thirled (which may 
be translated enthralled) to the bnion’s mill than they w ere to tho 
medical monopoly of the chamberlain Woe betide the family 
of the nch boor nho presumed to depart this life without a 
passport from Dr Luke Lnndm • for if ms n^resentativcs had 
aught to settle with the baron, as it seldom liappened other* 
wise, they were sure to find a cold fnend in the chamberlain. 
Ho was considerate enough, however, gratuitously to help the 
poor out of their ailments, and someUmes out of all their other 
distresses at the some tune 

Formal, m a double pioportion, both as a physician and as 
a person in office, and proud of the scraps of learning which 
rendered his language almost universally unmtclhgible, Di. 
Luke Lundm approached the beach, and hailed the page as he 
advanced towards him ‘ The fres^css of tho morning upon 
yon, fail sir You arc sent, I warrant mc^ to see if we observe 
heie the regimen whioh her good ladyship hath presenbed, foi 
eschewmg tul superstitious ccremomcs and idle anilities in these 
our revels I am aware that her good ladyship would wilhngly 
have altogether abolished and abrogated them But ns I had 
tlie honour to quote to her from the works of the learned 
Hercules of Saaony, omnu curatio csl vd cantxnca vel coaeta — 
that IS, fair sir — ^for silk and velvet have seldom their Latin ad 
wiyuem — every cure must be wrought either by art and induc- 
tion of rule or bv conBtFaint, and the wise physiCian diooseth 
the former Winch argument hsr ladyship bemg pleased to 
allow well of, 1 have made it my busmess so to Ifiera instruc- 
tion and caution with delight— mtxtto, as we say — that I 
con. answer that the vulgar mmd will be defecated and purged 
of anile and Fopsh foolenes by tiie medicament adhibited, so 
that the prmia mas bemg cleansed, Master Henderson, or any 
other able pastor, may at will throw in tonics, and effectuate a 
perfect moral cure, tuto, cito, jueunde’ 

‘I have no chaige. Doctor Limdm,’ replied the page 
‘Call me not doctor,’ said the cbamberltyn, ‘since I have 
laid aside my furred gown and bonnet, and retired me into this 
temporality of chamberlamship * 

‘0, sir,’ said the page, who was no stranger by report to the 
character of this ongmal, ‘the cowl makes not the monk, 
neither the cord the fnar we have Ml heard of the cures 
wrought by Doctor Lnndm ’ 
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'Toja, young hii — tiifle*),' Aiisiroicd tlie leecb, uith glare dis- 
clnmatiou of i>apGiior skill, 'the hit<H-inu>s pracbee of a poor 
ictiicd gcntlcniAii, m a bhoit c1o.ik and doublet Manr, HcoAcn 
<tCiit its blessing, and this 1 must say, better fashioned medi 
(‘iiiers hn^e bi ought fenm patients through — lu«/ia rolaeorta 
fcteitzia, saith the Ttulkin — ha, fair sii, ^oii lia\o the louguagef’ 
lloland Gnemo did not think it uccessnn to expound to 
this learned Theban uhcthoi he understood him or no. but, 
Icai ing that inatter iuiccrt.iin, he told him he came in quest of 
cel bun packagea uhich should liaro amacd at Kmross and 
been placed iiudci the cliauibci lam’s olsiigothooicumg before 
‘Body o' me'' said 2>octor Lnndiu« ‘I fear om common 
earner, Joliu Aiichtcnnuchtr, hath met mth some miBciiaucc, 
that lie camo not up last night nitli his nains bad loud this 
to jounioy m, mj'inastci . and the fool irill tra\el by night toc^ 
although — ^besides nil mnlndic^ from votii to joxii/>asti*, 
uliich ■n.ilk abroad in the night nil — lie mn) well foil in infh 
half a dozen snaslibucklcr^ nho mil ease him at once of his 
liaggago niid his caithlr complaints I must send forth to 
inquire aftoi him, sinco ho hath stnfi of the honoiunblo house- 
hold on hand, and, by Our Lady, ho hatli stuft of aiiiio teo — 
certain drugs sent me from the city for composition of my 
aloMpliamucs, this gear must be looked to Hodge, said he, 
addxessing one of his redoubted body-guard, ‘do thou and Tobr 
Tcifoid the mickle bnmu avei and the black cnt-taileu 
male, and make out towards the Keuy Cimg,* and see what 
tidings you oim h.iTO of Auchtormuchly and ms mnnB, I trust 
It 18 only the medicine of the pottle-pot— being the only medica- 
mfifiiim which the beast useth — ^whicli hath caused mm to tany 
on the road Take the nbands from your halber^ ye Imares, 
and got on your jacks, plate-sleoaes, and knapreuUs, that yiw 
prosrace may work some terror if you mee* opposeis He 
then added, tmaimg to Roland Greme, ‘I wnirant me we sliall 
have new a of the wains m bnef season Meantime it will please 
>ou to look upon the sprats but first to entei my poor lirf^ng 
and take your mornmg's cup Fra what saith the school of 

Salerno — « 

Poculnni, mwB lianstum, 

Restanrat naturam evhanatsin • 

‘Youl le.arning wtoo profound foi me,’ rephed the page. 

‘ and so would your draught bo likewise, I fc-u 
‘See Koto 1« 
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' ‘ Not a Trhit, fau su a cordial cup of cack, impregnated with 
iioimuood, IS the best anti-pcstilential draught, and, to speak 
truth, the pestilential miasmata arc nenv raj nfe in the 
atmospheie lYe lise m a happy time, yotmg man,’ contmued 
he, in a tone of grare iiony, ‘and ha\e many blessmgs un- 
known to oui fathers Here are tao sovereigns in the land, 
a regnant and a claimant , that is enough of one good thing, 
bul^ if any one wants moie, he may hud a lung in every 
peel-house iDi the country , so, if we ladr government, it is not 
for want of governors Then have we a cml war to phleboto- 
mise IIS eveiy yeai, and to prevent oui population from stan lug 
foi want of food , and foi the same purpose we have the plague 
pioposiug us a visit, the best of all recipes for thmurag a land, 
and convertmg yotmger brothers into elder ones Well, each 
man m his vocation You young follow s of the sword desue to 
wiestle, fence, or so forth with some evpert adversary , and for 
my part, I love to match myself for life or death against that 
same fdague ’ 

As they proceeded up the street of the little village towards 
the doctoi’s lodgings, his attention was successively occupied 
by the various personages whom ho met, and pointed out to the 
notice of his compamon 

‘ Do you see that feUow’ with the red bonnet, the blue jerkin, 
and the gieat rough baton in his hand ? I believe that down 
liath the strength of a towei he has lived fifty yeais m the 
woild, and never encouraged the Iibeml soienees bybuymg one 
peunj-wortli of medicaments But see you tliat man with the 
Jaeus SijfpoaattcaV said he, pomtmg out a thm peasant, witli 
swelled legs, and a most cadaveions countenance, ‘that I call 
one of the worthiest men m the baiony he hieakfasts, 
luncheons, dines, and sups by my advice, and not without my 
medicine , and, for his own single part, will go farther to dear 
out a modemte stock of pharmaceutics than half the country 
besides How do you, my honest fnend t ’ said he to the party 
m question, with a tone of condolence 

‘ ^ ery weakly, sir, since I took the electuary,’ answered the 
patient, ' it neighboured ill with the two spoonfuls of nease- 
pomdge and the kim-milk ’ 

* Pcase-pomdge aud kim-milk f Have you been undei medi- 
cine these ten years, and keep your diet so illl The next 
moniing take the dectuaiy by itself, toudi nothmg foi 

81V horns ’ Tlie poor ohjeet bowed and hmped off 

The next whom the doctor deigned to take notice of was a 
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]amc fellon, bj nhooi tho hononi wns uliogctlici imdescrrcd, 
for nt Bight of tho mcdicmoi ho began to bhuffle away m the 
crovd as fast as Jus uiSmutira vould permit 

' There IS an ungrateful lionnd for you,’ said Doctor Lundm 
‘ J cured him of the gout m bis fcot^ and non he talks of the 
cliaigcablcucss of m^ioine, and makes the first use of Jus re- 
stored legs to fly fiom his physician Hisywdtiym hath become 
a clmagta, as lione&t Marl^ hath it the mut has got into Jus 
flugen, and he cannot dran his purse Old sajmg and true — 

Fniiim cam poscit medicus, Sathon cst 


AVe aie angels nhen no come to cure, de\ilb nhen xro ask pay- 
ment, but I mil administer a piugation to his pmee^ I 'nairant 
lam. Theic is his brother too, a sordid chufl* So h(^ there ' 
S<iundcrB Darlct < you have been ill, I heart* 

'Just got the turn, as I nas thinking to send to your honom, 
and I am branly novr agam, it vras nae great thing that 
ailed me ’ 

'Hark yon, sirrali,’ said the doctor, 'I trust you remember 
yon are omng to the laird foui stones of barley-meal and a bon 
of oats, and I nouM have you send no more sucli fcam-fonls 
as you sent last season, that looked as nietchcdly as patihnts 
just dismissed from a plague-hospital , and there is haid mon^ 

omng besides’ _ ^ 

•I nos thinking, sii,’ said the man, mere Seoiieo, that is, 
rotnramg no direct ansner on tho subject on which be nas 
addiessed, ‘my best nay nould be to come down to 
honour, and take your advice jet, m case my trouble should 


comeback' . , -i » 

‘Do so then, knave,’ rophed Lundm, ‘and remombw what 
Eoclosiasticus saith— “ Giv e phioe to the physimon let bun not 
iro from thee, foi thou host need of him ” ’ 

His exhortation nas intemipted by an nppantion wnich 
seemed to stake the doctor with as much honoi and surpnge 
as his onn visage inflicted upon snndiy of those persons nhom 

he had addiessed . ^ , t 

The fieuro nhich produced tins efibet on the Esculapiua o 

tho village nos that of a tall old noman, 
crowned hat and mufSer The first of these h^ilnnents 
apparently to her stature, and the other ^ed to 
iS- part of her face, and as the bat it^ was 
OTuld seen beside^tno hromi 

sna^y fire, that gleamed from under two shaggy grey oyo- 
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broTts She was dressed m a long daik-colonrcd robe of miusual 
fashion, bordered at the skirts and on tbe stomacher with a 
sort of white Uimming rescmblmg the Jewish phylacteries, on 
which were wrought oharactors of some unknown language 
She held in her hand a walkmg-staff of bladk ebony 

‘By tbe soul of Celsns,* said Doctor Luko Liindin, 'it is old 
Mother Nicneron heiself , she hath come to beard me within 
nune own bounds, and m tho very execution of mine office ' 
“ Have at thy caa4 old w oman,” as the song says Hob Anstcr, 
let her piesently be seized and committ^ to the tolbooth, 
and if theie ore any zealous brethren here who would give the 
hag her deserts, and duck hei, as a witch, in the loch, I pray 
let them m no way be hmdered ’ 

But the myrmidons of Doctoi Lundin showed m this case 
no alacrity to do his bidding Hob Anster even ventured to 
lemonstiate m the name of himself and his brethren ‘ To be 
sure he was to do his honour’s bidding , and for a* that folk 
said about tho skill and witcheries of Mother Nicneven, he 
would put his trust m God, and his hand on hei collar, with- 
out dieadom But she was no common spae-wife, this Alothcr 
Hicpeven, like Jean Jopp that hved in the Bnono Baulk She 
had lords and lands that would ruffle for hm There was 
MonenefF of Tippermalloch, that was Perish, and tho loud of 
Carslogie, a kenn'd queensman, were in the fair, with wha 
kenn’d how mouy swoids and bucklers at their back , and they 
would be sure to make a break-out if the officers meddled with 
tho auld Popish witch-wifc, who was sae wed fnended , mair 
especially as tho laud’s beat men, such as were not in the castle, 
were in Edmburgh with him, and he doubted his honour the 
doctor would find owet few to make a good backing if 
weie bare ’ 

The doctor listened unwillingly to this prudential counsel, 
and was only comforted by the feithful promiBe of his satellite 
that • The old waman should,’ as he expressed it, ‘ be ta’en canny 
the next time die trespassed on the bounds ’ 

‘And m that event,’ said the doctor to his companion, ‘fire 
and fagot shall be tho best of her wdeome.’ 

This ho spoke in hearing of the dame hen^, who even then, 
and m possmg the doctor, diet towards him from under hei 
grey eyebrows a look of tho most insulting and contemptuous 
Bupenonty ^ 

‘ Thisway,’ contmued the phynoian- 
his guest into his lodging, ‘take care 


this way,’ marsballmg 
you stumble not over a 
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lotoit, for it 18 lineoidouB foi the ignorant to walk in the to^s 
of nit ■' 

The page found all reaBon for the caution, foi, hpaMoa 
Btuffod biute, and lisnrds, and bottled snakes, and bundles of 
simples made up, and othoi paicols spend out to dry, and all 
the confusion, not to mcntioii tlio mingled and sickening 
iiioidental to a diuggist’s stook-m-trade, ho had also to avoid 
heaps of ehnieoal, crucibles, bolt-head^ stoves, and tlio other 
fuiiiituie of (I chemical Inhointoiy 

Amongst his othci philosoplucal qualities, Doctoi T.n«ilin 
failed not to ho a confused sloven, and his old hoiisekeepei, 
ulioso life, as she and, iins spent in 'redding him up,' had 
trotted off to tho mart of gaiety uitii othci and youngoi folks 
kfuoh clnttoiing and jangling tlierefoie thcie nas among jars, 
and bottles, and phials, oio tlio doctoi produced the salutifeious 
potion vrhich ho recommended so stiongly, and a seoioh equally 
long and noi^ followed among biokon cans and oiackcd pip- 
kins oie he oouM bring foith a cup out of w'hich to dnnk it 
Both mattois being at longtii ao&evcd, the dootoi set the 
example to his guest, by quaffing off a oiip of tho cmdiol, and 
smacking his lips with approbation as it dcsoended bis gqllet 
Boland, in turn, suhmitt^ to swallow the potion which his 
liost so earnestly recommended, but which he found so m- 
suftorobly bittei that ho became eager to escape from tho 
laboratory in scaicli of a draught of fan: watei to evpel the 
taste In spite of his ofibrts^ ho was nevertheless detamed by 
tho gaiiulity of his host, till he gave him oome account of 
Motlier Nicnoveu 

‘I care not to speak of hci,’Baid the doctoi, 'in the open 
nil, and among the throng of people not for fnght, like yon 
cowardly dog, Anstei, but because I would give no occasion for 
a fmy, ^ving no leisnie to look to stabs, dashes, and broken 
bones Men call the old hag a prophetess, I do scarce believe 
die could fmetdl when a br^ of dnekens will chip the shell 
Men say she icads tho heavens , my black bitch knows as much 
of them when sho sits baymg the moon Men pretend the 
anraent wretch is ji soiceiess, a witch, and what not , infer not, 

I will nevei oontradiot a rumour which moy bring her to tho 
Btakfl \rhioh she so iiehly deserves, but neither wdl I bdiwe 
that the tales of witches which they dm mto our ems are ought 
but knavery, cozenage, and old women’s fables * , , 

‘ In tho name of Heaven, what is she then,’ said the page, 
‘that you make auoh a stir about herl’ 
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‘She 18 one of those enrsed old women,' replied the doctor, 
‘who take cuiientlj and impndenidy upon themselves to act 
as advisers and cm era of the sieik, on the strength of some trash 
of hcibs, some rhyme of spells, some jnlep or diet, dnnk or 
coidial’ 

‘Nay, go no farthei,’ said the page, *if they brew cordials, 
evil be their lot and all then partakers < ’ 

'You say well, young man,' said Doctor Lundin , ‘ foi mine 
own part^ 1 know no such pests to the commonwealth as these 
old incarnate devils, who haunt the chambers of the brain-sick 
patients, tliat luc mod enough to sutler tliem to interfere with, 
disturb, and let the regular progress of a learned and artificial 
cine, with then syrups, and then juleps, and diascordmm, and 
mithndate, and my Lady What-shall-call’um’s powder, and 
worthy Dame Ttashem’s pill, and thus make widows and 
orphans, and cheat the reg^ar and well-studied physician, in 
Older to get the name of wise women and skeely neighboiir«, 
and so forth But no more on’t Mother Nicneven'^ and T 
will meet one day, and she shall know there is danger m dealing 
witli the doctor.' 

^It IS a true word, and many have found it,' said the page , 
‘but, under yom favour, I wovdd fain walk abroad foi a little 
and see these sports ’ 

'It IS well moved,' said the doctor, ‘and I too should be 
showing myself abroad Moreover, the play waits us, young 
man, to-day, fot/ua tmndvt agit htstnmem ' And they sallied 
forth accoidmgly into the mirthful scene 


* See Wot* sa 
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Sro an } oil Mmlant lann, t}io ntlienne ennrd 
Tiiickcin amain , the Imxoiii ]i>ni]ilia adranciL 
L^iioril 1 )^ joilj clonus, distinetioni ccaac, 
liost 111 tha roninimi joj, ami the botil alas a 
Leans on Ins noatih} master nnniprai^ 

SoMimi LP, Jtural l^porU 

Tur rcappcnrancc of the dignified chamborinin on the street of 
the villiigo was eagerly luiilcd by tbo rovellcrs, ns a pledge that 
the pliij, or dnnnntie representation, svhich had been positioned 
on mg to his absence, was non full surely to commence Any- 
thing like an approach to this most interesting of all nmi'iEc- 
nicnts nas of icecnt oiigin in Scotland, and engaged public 
attention in proportion All otlier sports noro discontinued 
The dance around tlic Maypolo nns anested, tho nng Wken 
up and dispersed, nhilc tlic dancers, caoh Ic^ing his partner 
In the hand, tupped ofT to the silsan theatre A truce inis m 
like manner aoliioi cd betnaat a huge bronnbear and certain 
mastiils, nho ncio tugging and pnlling at his shaggy coat, 
under the mediation of the bcar-vard and half a dozen butchers 
and } comcn, « ho, by dmt of * staving and tailing,' os it v ns techni- 
cally termed, scjiaratcd the unfortnuato aninuds, hose fury had 
for an hour past been their chief amnsement Tho itinerant 
minstrel found Iinnsolf deserted by the audience he bad oollccted, 
oven III the most interesting passage of tbc romance sihich he 
recited, and just as lie vas sending about his boy, with bonnet 
111 hnnd, to collect then oblations Ho mdignnntly stopped 
short in tlie mid<j^j of Howctd and Lilian, and, replacmg his 
thrco-stnngcd fiddle, or rebeck, in its leatiiem cose, followed 
the croud, uitli no good-uill, to tlie exhibition uhioli bad super- 
bcdcd Ins on n Tlio juggler had ceased bis exertions of emitting 
flame and smoke, and uas content to respue m the manner 
of ordinary moitals rather than to play gratuitously tho ^rt 
of a fiery dragon In short, all other ep^ uere suspenoed, 
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80 engorly did tho rovolleis throng to\m<dB the placo of loprc* 
sentatiou. 

They vrould err gieatHy nho should icgnlato thoir idcss of 
this dramatic eslubition upon those derived from a modem 
thoitie, foi the lude shons of Thespis were for less diffmeut 
from those exhibited by Ennpides on tho stage of Athene nith 
all its magnifioent decorations and ^lomp of dresses and of 
sceneiy In the present case there n ere no scones, no stage, 
no machinery, no pt, box, and gallery, no box-lobby, and, 
nrhat might in poor Scotland bo some consolation foi other 
ncgatiouB, there vras no taking of money at the door As m the 
devices of the magnanimous Bottom, the aotoTS hod a greensnard 
plot for a stage, and a hanthom bush for a greenroom and 
tnnng-honso, the spectators bemg accommodated with seats 
on the artificial haw which had been raised aionnd three- 
fourths of the playground, tho remainder bemg left c^en for 
the entrance and exit of the performers Hero sate the un- 
cntical audience, the chamberlain m the centre, as the person 
highest m office — aU alive to enjoyment and admiration, and all 
therefore dead to cnticism 

'Qie charactetB which appeared and disappeared before the 
amused and interested audience were those which fill the 
eaiher stage m all nations — -old men, cheated by their wives 
and daughters, piUe^ed by their sons, and imposed on by their 
domestic^ a braggadocio captom, a lavish jiaidoner or gume- 
tionaiy, a country bumpkin, and a wanton city dame Atniii 
all th^, and mere acceptable than almost the whole put to- 
gether, was the all-hoensed fool, the Gracioso of tho Spanish 
drama, who, with his cap fashioned mto the resemblance of a 
coxcomb, and his bauble, a truncheon tenmnated by a carved 
figure, wearing a fool’s cap, m his hand, wont, came, and 
returned, minghng m every scene of the piece, and interruptmg 
the husmess, without havmg any share himself in the action, 
and ever and anon transferring his gibes from the actors on 
tho stage to tho audience who sate around, prompt to applaud 
the whole - r rr 

^10 wit of the piece, which was not of tjio most polished 
x™ chiefly directed against tho siiperstitionB practices 
of tho Cathoho rehgion, and the stage artdleiy had on this 
^“asion been levelled by no leas a person than Doctor Lundm, 
who had not only commanded the manager of the entertedn- 
ment to select one of the numerous satues which had been 
written agamst tho Papists ^several of which were cast m a 
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itr.iinilic fonn), Imt liarl c\rii, )il>c tlio Piincc of Denmark, 
c niihrd \ hem 1 o nwprl, or, ncrording to Inii o'r n jilmihc to riihis^ 
]icrc nii(] ttieie, n feu iilctsnnlties of Itu onn |ienningon the 
■t-uno i»(*Yli.iUit)b]c Mihjcct, fhctcbj toinoHifj thengonr 
of till* Tiu1\ of linchiu\eii touanlh iHisttincs of tiub dcscnption 
lie fiiiluil not to jog lloIttiKl’h ellton, \ihn un‘! Bitting in htato 
licUinil him, nnd lecoinmciul to In<s jmrticiil'u Attention tliosc 
fa\oinitc As foi tite piuc, to ulioin the set}' idci of 

M>(,li nil vxhihitKin, Himplr ns it nnf>, uns ciitiiclj lieu, he beheld 
it null till' imitiiiiiiiislicd nnd ecstntic delight uitii uliioh incii 
of nil mnks look fm the first tune on dianintic icpicsontntion, 
And linglicd, hlioutcd, nnd clajijicd his liAiids as tlic performance 
nrocceded An iiieidcnt nt htiglh took plnre uliiofi cfTectaall} 
hniko oft' Ills iii(('re->t in (he busmens of the bcenc 


One of the |>rmci])iil jicrMiiiigcs in the comie pait of the 
dniin Uiis, ns uo hnse nhondy wid, n qiiicstioiini} or pardoner, 
one of those iliiicmnls ulin bnuked nboiit fiom pliicc to place 
ji'bcs, ical or jiietendcd, uith uliich he excited the desotioii nt 
once nnd the tlunitj* of the jminilnce, niid geiicmllj deceived 
both the one nnd the otliei The Iijpocitej*, impudence, nnd 
iirofligiirs of these Ucnoal unndeiow had mndo tliom, the 
Miiijcct of BAlne from tlio time of CliBncer doun to that of 
llosuooil Tlioir present icpicsciitntiso failed not to folwu 
the* hiiuie hno of humour, exhibiting pig's hones for leln^ and 
boasting the s ii tucs of small to crosses, u Inch hod been shaken 
in the hob liomngoi nt Iniiotto, and of cooklo-shclla, which had 
been brought horn the slinno of St James of»iCompostclIi^ all 
uhicli he disposed of to the dexout Catholics at nearly im high 
n imco ns nntiqiinucs nro nou uilliiig to my for baubles of 
Mmilnr inlnnsic xnluc At length the pardoner pnll^from 
his sciip n bmnll phial of clear watci, of which he xomitcd the 
quality m the follouiiig lorscs — 


‘ lastiiotli, gmlo Jiooplc, cicnchc one. 

Tor in the londc of Babylone, 
rw cutuard 1 wot it lyoth, 

Ami is the first lomle the sonno cspieth, 
Tlier, ns lie coiueth fio out the so , 
Infills ilk londe, as Hnnketh mo, 
lliglit ns hollo Icgcndcs toll, 

SnoUnth tTom a lokc a uell. 

And fallotli into ano hath of ston, 

Wlior chnst Snsaniw, w bmcsloim gon 
^V■lS uoiit to unah her hodic md lini 
Micklo sortoo hath that strome. 

As yo shaU sc or that ye pns, 
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Ensanmle by tbu littk glu 
TIitou^ sight4s cold and day& bote, 

Hidcnrsid 1 ba> e it biondit , 

Hath a vnfe made slip or uide, 

Ot a maiden stepp’d aside, 

^tteih this natn imder her ncse, 

VTold die tiold she, she ^all snese ’ 

The ]cst, as the leader skilfnl m the antique language of the 
diama must at once pciceiTe, turned on the same pivot as in 
the old minstrel tales of the J)nnL%ng-Han of King Arthur 
and the Mantle madeAmus But the audience a me umthm 
learned noi critical enough to challenge its vrant of onginalitj 
The potent lelio vos, .iftei such grimace and buffoonery as 
befitt^the subject^ presented successively to each of the female 
personages of the drams, not one of nhom snstamed the sup- 
posed test of disoietion , buf^ to the infinite delight of the 
audience, sneezed much loudm and longer than jimhaps they 
themselves had coimtcd on The jest seemed at last worn 
threadbare, and the pardoner a os passing on to some neir 
pleasantly, ivhon the jestei or clotm of the drama, possessing 
hiiq^olf secietly of the phial abieh contained the trondrous 
liquor, applied it suddenly to the nose of a young vroman, 
iiho, iiith her black silk muffler, or scieen, drawn over hei 
face, was sitting in thefoiemost rank of the spcctatoi^ intent 
apparently i^n tlie business of the stage The contents 
of the phial, well calculated to sustain the credit of the 
pardoners legend, set the damsel a-sneezmg violently, an ad- 
mission of frailly wliioh was loceived with shouts of raptme 
by the audience These wore soon, however, lenewcd at the 
expense of the jestei himself, when tho insulted maiden extri- 
cated, eio the paroxysm was well over, one hand from the folds 
of hei mantle, and bestowed on the wag a bullet, which nude 
him reel fully his own length from the paidonei, and then 
acknowledge the favour by instant piostiation 

No one pities a jester overcome in his -vocation, and -the 
clown met with httle sympathy when, using ftom the gionnd 
and whimpering forth his complaints of harsh tieatment, ho 
imokcd tho assistance and sympathy of the audience But 
tho chamhmlam, fcelmg his own dignity insulted, oidcred two 
of his halberdiers to hnng the culpnt before him 1\lien these 
official persons first approached the 'virago, she threw herself 
into on attitude of firm defiance, os if dotormincd to resist their 
autiionty , and from tho sample of strength and i^iiit which 
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she had aheadj dii^layed, they showed no alacntj at execut- 
ing then: commission But on half a mmute’s leflectioii, tho 
damsd changed totally her attitude and monnet, folded her 
doak around her arms in modest and moiden-liko fashion, and 
walked of hei own accoid to the pieseuce of the gieat man, 
followed and guaided by the two manful satelhto As she 
moved across the vacant spacer and moie eapeciallyas she stood 
at the footstool of the doctoi’s judgment^eat, the maiden dis- 
covered that lightness and dastimty of stCp^ and natural grace 
of mannei, which connoisseura in female beauty know to ho 
sddom divided fiom it Moreovei, lier neat nisset-colourcd 
jacket, and short petticoat of the same cdour, displayed a 
handsome foim and a petty 1^ Hei featuies weie concealed 
by the screen , but the doctm, whoso gravity did not pevent 
his pietensions to be a connoisseni of the school we have hinted 
at, saw enough to judge favourably of the piece by tho sample 
He began, however, with oousideiable austerity of mannoi 
‘And how now, saucy quean ■' said the medical man of office, 
‘what have yon to say why I ^ould notorder yon tobedneked 
m tho loch foi lifting youi hand to the man m my piesencoJ’ 
‘Marry,’ repbed the oulpnti ‘because I jud^ Uiat j»ui 
honour will not thmk the cold bath nocessmy for my oom- 


^ ‘A pestilent jade,’ said the doctor, whispenng to Bolnnd 
Gnome, ‘and I’ll warrant Lor a good one hei voice is m sweet 
as syiup But, my pretty maiden,’ said he, 'tou diow iw 
wonderful little of that countenance of yours f bo pleased to 

throw aside your muffiei ’ , 

' I trust your honom w lU excuse mo till wo are more pnvat^ 
answeiod the maiden, ‘foi I have acqimmtonce, and I should 
Ilk© ill to be known m the countiy as tho pooi gui whom that 

of candied manna ' ’ replied the dootoi , ‘ for i “ 

I am chambeilmn of Lochloven, Kmross, and so forth, 

Susanna hoiself could not have snn^ thot dnn w^- 
ont stemutotion, being m tiuth o ouiioiis disblhition of leoti- 
S the sun, prepared by mine own bim& 

Wherefore OS thou sayest thou wilt come to mo in pnrat^ 

Staton for the offimee wberaef thou hast 

^ gmlty, Irotimiand that all for the present ^ 

sS fntoimption of the presc^d^iso to^ 

The <1«n»«el oourtcsied and tupped back to hei p 



'nTB abbot 


2B9 


play proceeded, Init it no longer attracted the attention of 
Roland Gneme 

The voice, the figure, and what the veil penmtted to he 
seen of the nei^ and tresses, of the village damsel hore so 
ationg a resemblance to those of Cathenno Seyton that he fdt 
like one bewild^ed in the mazes of a changeful and stnpif jhig 
dream. The memorable scene of the hosteliy rushed on his 
recollection, mth all its doubtful and marvellous circumstances 
Were the tales of enchantment irhich he had read m romances 
realised in this extiaordinaiy girl 1 Could she transport herself 
fitom the walled and guarded Castle of Loohleven, moated with 
its broad lake (towards which he cast back a look as if to ascer- 
tam itwos still m existence), and watched with such scrupulous 
care os the safety of a nation demanded Could she surmount 
aU these obstacles, and make such careless and dangerous use 
of 1^ libmty as te engage herself pnbhdy in a quanel m a 
village fair! Itoland was unable to determine whether the 
exertions which it must have coat her to gam her freedom or 
the use to which she had put it rendered her the most un- 
accountable creature 

Loft m these meditations, he kept his gaze fixed on the 
subject of them, and m eveiy cosi^ motion discoveied, or 
thought he discovered, something which reminded him still 
more strongly of Catherme Seyton It occurred to him more 
than once, in^ed, that he might be deceivmg hunself by ex- 
(^erating some casual likeness mto absolute identify But 
then the meetm^ at the hostelry dl St Michael’s returned to 
his mmd, and it seemed m the hipest degree improbable tha^ 
under such various cucomstances, mere imagination should 
twice have found omortumty to play him the sdt-same tnek 
This time, however, he detenmned to have his doubts resolved, 
and for this purpose he sate during the rest of the play like a 
gr^honnd m the slip, ready to spnng upon the hare the instant 
that she was started The dai^l, whom he watched atten- 
tively lest she should escape in the crowd when the spectacle 
was closed, sate as if perfectly unconscious that she was ob- 
served But the worthy doctor marked tbe.,direchon of his 
eye% and nu^anunously suppressed his own mdmation to 
become the Theseus to this Hippolyta, m deference to the rights 
of ho^itality, which enjoined him to forbear mterference with 
the pleasurable pursuits of his young hnend He passed one 
or two formal gibes upon the fixed attention which the page 
paid to the unknown, and upon his own jedomy , addmg, how- 
XI 19 



WATBRI/BT NOVELS 


m 


cvci, that it both vcic to be presented to the patientat once, h 
had little doubt slio uould think the joungei man the soundc 
piescnption 'I feai me:,' he added, 'we aha]} have no nen 
of the knave Auchtermuohty foi some time, smee the vermi 
whom I sent after him seem to have proved ccnbie-messengen 
So }oa have an horn or two on jom hands, LJastei Page, am 
as the mmstiols aie boginmng to stiike up, now that the pla; 
IS ended, why, an you inolme foi a dance, yonder is the grecs 
and tlioie sits yom partnei I trust youwill hold mepeifeotn 
my diagnostics, smoo 1 see with half on eye what disease yoi 
are sick oi^ and have administered a pleosmg lemcdy 

Discemit sapiens res (os Cbombeis hath it) guns eoaihniht asellns * 


The page hardly heard the end of the learned adage, or thi 
charge which the chambeilam gave him to be wnthin leach, n 
case of the wains arriving suddenly, and soonei than expected, 
so eager was ho at once to shake himself free of his Icainec 
associate and to satisfy his cunosity regaidmg the unknowi 
damsel Yet, in the liasta with which he made towaids hei, h( 
found fame to reflect that, m ordei to secure an opportunity ol 
conversing with her in pnvate, he must not alarm hei fiist 
accosting tier He therefoie composed his mannei and gau^ and 
advancing with becoming self-confidence befiae thiee or foui 
countiy-fellows who weie mtent on the same design, but knew 
not BO well how to put their lequest into shape, he acqTOinted 
her that he, as the deputv of the venerable ohamberlain, re- 
quested the honoui of her hand as a portnei , 

‘ The venerable chambeilam,' said the damsel, frankly, reach- 
ing the page her baud, ‘ does very well to exercise this part of 
hispiivdege by deputy, and I suppose the laws of the revels 
leave me no choice but to accept of hia faithful delegat& 
‘Provided, fair damsel,’ said the page, ‘bis choioe of a dele- 
gate IS not altogether distasteful to you ’ 

' Of that, fau sn,’ replied the maiden, 'I will tell you more 

when we have danced the first measuie ' 

Catherme Seyton had admirable skill m gestio 1^ and wm 
<»H netimea called on to dance for the amusemrat o* W 
mistress Bolaifd Grtsroe bad often been a spectator of hmstall, 
and sometimes, at the Queen’s command, ® 

on such occasions He was, theref^, 

Cathenne’s mode of dancing, 5®^" 

partner, in grace, in agility, m qmolmess rf 

Ef exeoition, exactly resembled her, save that the Scottish jig 
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'nbicli be now danced witb bei required a more violent and 
rapid motion, and more rustic agilitj, than the sbitely pavens, 
lavoltas, and courantoes wbiob he bad seen her execute m the 
diamher of Queen Mary The active duties of the dance left 
Iimr httle time for reflection, and none for conversation , hut 
Mhen then pat de deuv was finished, amidst the acclamations of 
the villagers, who had seldom witnessed such an exhibition, he 
took an opportumty, when thi^ yielded up the green to another 
couple, to use tlie privilege of a paitner, and enter into conversa- 
tion w ith the mysterious maiden whom he still held hy the hand 
'Fair partnei, may I not crave the name of her who has 
graced me thus fari’ 

' Ton may,' said the maiden , ‘hut it is a question whether 
I shall answei you ’ 

' And why i ’ asked Boland 

'Because nobody gives anything for nothing, and you can 
tell mo nothmg m return which I care to hear ’ 

‘Coidd I not tell you my name and lineage, in exchange for 
yours 1’ returned Boland 

* No > ’ answered the maiden, ‘ for you know little of either ’ 
‘ How * ’ said the page, somewhat angnly 
'Wrath you not for tlie matter,’ said the damsel, 'I will 
show you m an instant that I know moxe of you than you do 
of yourself ’ 

'Indeed'’ answered Graeme , 'for whom then do you take met’ 
'Poi the wild falcon,’ answered she, ‘whom a dog biought in 
lus mouth to a certain castle, when he was but an unfledged 
eyas, foi the liawk whom men dare not lot fly, lest he should 
check at game and pounce on camon , whom* folk must keep 
hooded till he has the proper light of his eyes, and can discover 
good from evil ’ 

‘ W ell — be it so,’ rephed Boland Grceme , ‘ I guess at a part 
of your parable, fair mistress mine , and perhaps 1 know as mudi 
of you as you do of me, and con well dispense with the mforma- 
tion which you aie so niggard m givmg ’ 

‘Prove that,’ said the maiden, ‘and I will give yon credit for 
moio penetration than I judged you to be gift^ withal ’ 

‘It shall be proved nistantly,’ said Boland Graeme ‘The 
first letter of your name is S and the last N ’ 

‘ Admirable ' ’ said his partner , * guess on ’ 

‘It pleases you to-day,’ continued Boland, ‘to wear the snood 
and kirtle, and perhaps you may be seen to-morrow in hot and 
feather, hose and doublet ’ 
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‘ In the dout • — lu the dout ' you have hit the veiy white,’ 
said the damsel, suppi rasing a gieat ludination to laugh. 

‘ You can switch men’s ^ra ont of then heads, as well os the 
hearts out of their bosoms ’ 

These last words were utteied m a lowr and tender tone, 
which, to Boland’s gic<it mortification, and somewhat to his dis- 
pleasure, was so fat from allaying, that it greatl} mci eased, his 
paitnci’s disposition to lauglitei She eonld scarce compose 
herbolf while she icplied, ‘If you had thought my hand so 
foimidable,’ e\tncatmg it fiom his hold, ‘you would not haie 
grasped it so hard, but I peiceiie you know me so fully that 
tlicie IS no occasion to show you my face ’ 

‘Foil Catherine,’ said the page, ‘he weie unworthy ever to 
luivo seen you, for leas to have dwdt so long m the same 
service, and under the same loof with yon, who could mistake 
j’our an, your gestme, your step m wdkmg or m donemg, the 
turn of your nock, the qonmetiy of yom form none could be 
BO dull as not to lecoguise you by so many proofs , but for mo, 
I could sw ear oven to that tress of hau that escapes from under 


youi muffler’ 

‘And to the faee, of course, which that muffler eoversr said 
the maiden, lemoiing hei leil, and m nn instant endeavouiing 
to replace it She chowed the features of Cathenne, but nn 
unusual deg^rco of petulant impatience inflamed them when, 
fiom some awkwardness m hei management of the muffler, she 
w.ia unable agam to adjust it with that devtenty which was a 
niincipal accomplishment of the coquettes of *fche time 

‘ The fiend live the rag to tatters ' ’ said the damsel, as the 
veil fluttered alwut hoi shoulders, with an accent so earnest 
and decided that it made the page start He looked again at 
the damsel’s face, but the mformation which hu eyes recaied 
was to the same pui pmt as before He asu^d to 
hermufflei, and both wore foi an instant silent The damsel 
spoke fiist, foi Boland Grmme was overwhelmed with sniprise 
at the oontranotira which Catherine Seyton seemed to molwdo 
in lua peiwon and ohnractei ‘ 

‘YovTaio Mu^nsed.’ said the damsel to him, 
see and heai ^t the timrawhieh make females 
of all fitted foi men to become women , yet you yourself are 

‘I in danger of becoming efifeminate said fho page 
‘ myouffor all the boldness of your 
‘ Wn y^hould hold fast your leligion, because it is assailed 
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on all Bides by rebels, traitoxs, and beretics, you lot it glide ont 
of your breast like \rater grasped in the hand If yon are 
driven from the faith of your fathers from feai of a traitor, is 
not that iromanisbi If yon are cajoled 1^ the cunning argu- 
ments of a trumpeter of here^, or the praises of a Fimtanio 
old nomon, is not that uomanishi If you are bribed by the 
hope of spoil and preferment, is not that nomanishf And 
irhon you \(onder at my ventmg a threat or an execration, 
should you not vronder at yourself, nho, pietendmg to a gentle 
name, and aspmng to knighthood, can be at the same time 
coaardly, BiUy, and self-interested i* 

‘ I iro^d that a man irould brmg such a charge ’ ’ said the 
p<igo, 'he should see, ere his life was a minute older, iihetlicr 
he had cause to term mo coward or no ’ 

'Beware of such big woids,’ answeied the maiden, ‘you 
said but anon that I sometimes wear hose and doublet * 

‘ But remain atiU Catherine Seyton, w ear what you list,’ said 
the page, endcavounug agam to possess himself of her hand 
'You indeed are plea'ira to cml me so,’ replied the maiden, 
evading bn intention, 'but I have many cither namee besides’ 
'And will you not reply to that,’ said the page, ‘by which 
you aie distingmahed beyond every other maiden m Scotland!’ 

The damsel, unaUmed by his praises, still k^ aloof, and 
sung with gaiety a verse frcmi an old Inllad — 

‘ 0 somo da call me Jock, sweet love, 

And acme do call me Gill , 

^nt when I nde to Holyrood, 

My name is lYiUul will ' 

‘ "Wilfnl "Will ' ’ exclaimed the page, impatiently , ‘ say rather 
IViH o’ the liVisp— Jack with the Lantern, for never was such 
a deceitful or wandering meteor < ’ 

‘H I he such,’ replied the maiden, 'I ask no fools to foltow 
mo If they do so, it is at their own pleasure, and must he on 
their own proper peril ’ 

‘Nay, but, dearest Qithorme,’ said Eolaud Gimm^ ‘be for 
one instant senoos ’ ^ 

‘If you will call mo your dearest Cathenno, when I have 
given you so many names to choose upon,’ replied the damsel, 
'I would ask you how, supposing me for two or three hours of 
my life escaped from youdei tower, you have the cruelly to 
ask mo to be senons during the only merry moments I have 
seen perhaps for months ! ' 
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linl, fiiii (IntiimiiGi tlinv nrc moments of deep and 
fiito feeling vliich me MOitii leu thousand joan of tho Inc- 
iiesl imitlij nnd eiirh simi that of 3'cslcnlii}', nhcu jou so 
ncarlv * 

'(<0 nest 13’ uhatl’ demnnded the damsel, }mstn3 

' When 3011 njijironchcd 30ur lips m> non to tlie sign 30U had 
Irnei’d on 1113* fon'lieml * 

•Mother of Heaven •• ctclatincd hhe, in .1 3ctflcrecr tone, 
niul mill It more nuLseuhne Muiiincr than she had 3 ct eshibitcd 
•rntheinie Km (on appiiMoh hei lips (o n nmn'h hron, and tlioii 
tliiit man 1 ^ nss-d, thon bc*.t >' 

The irige stoiKi astonished , hut, concciMiig he had nlniraed 
t he dniiisers dclienct 113 nllndnig to the cnthiisinun of a moment, 
.ind the in inner 111 which fclic had ospiessed if^ he oiidoasonml 
to falter fill til nil npiilogr lln. esciises, though ho was niiahic 
10 pno (hem 11113 reguini sliajx;, were ncbcptcd by his com- 
panion, who had" indeed hiipinvsscd her indignation after its 
ln>t esplosion. 'SixmI. ho nioic on't,' she slid 'And now let 
11H paifc, oui coinersntlitn in 13 nttmet more notice than is 
tomonieiit foi (stiicrof us' 

• X«3, hilt allow me iit least to follow 3011 to some scquoauacd 
place ’ 

• Yon diiro not,' icplictl the nwideii 

•How'.'wid the 3outIi, ‘daic notf wlicio is it 3011 dare go, 

wlicio 1 date not follow t' . , , , , ,, w 

'■iou foai a will o’ the wisp, siid thodanibcl, iiot would 
>011 face a hen dragon, with an cnclmnticsS mounted on its 


Sn ISgci, Sn Giiiuc, 01 Sii Gicistoil,’ fcoid tlic page, 
• but 1)0 thcio Mich 103 « to Iw wicn here f' 

‘I CO to Jlother NiciicicnV answcicd the mnid, and she 
IS witsdi enough to lom tho honied dciil, with a red silk throid 
for a hiidlc, and n lownii-ticc switch for a whip 

• 1 will follow 30U,’ said the page 

• la't it lie at some disUnee,’ snd the mniaeu 

Viid wrappin" her mantle round hei with more success than 
on 1« SS Vlompt. she mingled with the throng, and 
wnlS iSb the Sdllogc hocdfnlly followed by Ro and 
GrmiS at some distance, mid undoi oioiy 
could use to picicnt bis punioso from being obsened 
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Yos, It u fchc vltosc cjcs look'd on tby childhood, 

And nateh’d nith tiombling hot>Q thy dawn of yonth, 

That non, nith theso same ojchmla dimm’d nitu age, 

And dimmer ytX vntli tears, secs thy dishonour 

Old jPlay 

At tho entrance of the principal, oi indeed, so to speak, tbe 
only, atiect in Kinro&s the damsel, 11 hose steps were pursued by 
Roland Giasmc, cast a glance behind hci, as if to be ccrUin bo 
bod not lost trace of bei, and then plunged down a veiy nanow 
lane wbicb lau betwixt two rows of pooi and mmous cottages 
Sho paused foi a second at the dooi of one of those miserable 
tenements, again cost her eye up the lane toTrnrds Roland, then 
lifted the latch, opened tho dooi, and disappeared fiom his view 
With wbatcvei haste tlio page followed hei example, tho 
difficulty which he found in discovering the trick of the latch, 
which did not work quite m the usual mannei, and in pushing 
open the dooi, which did not yield to his finit cfibit, delayed 
for a minute or two his cntiauco into the cottage A daik and 
smoky passage led, as usual, betwixt tlio extenoi wall of tbe 
house and the ‘hallan,’ or olay wall, which seivcd as a paitition 
betwixt it and the mtonoi At the end of this passage, and 
thiongh tho partition, was a dooi leading mto the ‘ ben,’ 01 inner 
chamhci of tbe cott^o, and when Romnd Gimme’s hand was 
upon the latch of this door, a fcmolo voice piouounced, 'Re»e- 
dietus gni veatat i» nomine Domim, damnandia <pt% in nomme 
inimict ' On entering the apartment, he perceived the figure 
which the chamberlain hod tinted out to hiqi as Mothei Nic- 
noven, seated beside the lowly hearth But there was no other 
person in the room Roland Gncme gazed around m surprise 
at the disappearance of Cathenne Scyt^ without paying much 
regard to tho supposed sorceress until she attracted and nveted 
lus regard by the tone m whudi she asked him — 'What seekest 
thou horel’ 
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‘I (>v<*k,‘ Miifl tbo iMgc, ^iith much embarrassment — ‘I 
wok * 

Ant his answer 'nas cut short 'nben the old rroman, draitnig 
licr huge gicy c\chn>n8 stcmljr together, vitb a fxonn'uhich 
Knittcil her bn>« into n thoiUuind unnkle^ aiosc, and erecting 
herself up to her full natural size, tore the kerchief from her 
lic.vl, niiti bciring KoUnd bj tlic arm, made Uo strides across 
the floor of the npirtmciit to a small nindov through vbich 
the light foil full on her Lice, and shoacd the astonished jouih 
the coiiiitcnauco of Ulngdalcn Gr,emo ‘Ves, Roland,’ she said, 
‘thine c\cs deceno tlicc not thc> sbou thee tnilj the features 
of her \\liom thou hast thjself dcccired, uhoso 111110 thou hast 
turned into gall, her bread of J03 fnlness into bitter poison, her 
hope into tho blackest dcsimir It is she uho noir domands of 
thee, uh.it scekest thou here?— she whose hcaiiost sm towards 
Ifcaicn hath been, that she loicd thee eicn better than tho 
veal of the uholc chinch, and conid not uithout reluctance 
siirrondcr thee 01 on in the cause of God — she non o^s you, 
IV hat scekest tiiou beref* 

■\Vhilc she spoke, she kept her brood blaok eye nrcted on 
tho youth’s face, uitli the esprcssion uitli uhich the faglo 
legarfs his prey ere he tc ira it to pieces Boland felt himself 
at the moment iiic.ipnbIo either of icply or erosion This oitrar 
ordinary enthusiast had picsorved over linn in some mcasi^ 
the ascmidencj uliich she had acquired diinng Ins childho^, 
and, besides, he knew tho siolonce of her passions and her 
impatience of contradiction, and uas acnsiblocthat almost any 
roply uhich ho could nuke uas Iikelj to throu her into an 
ecstasy of rage Ho m as therefore silent , and Magdalen Gimme 
proceeded with increasing enthusiasm in hci apostrophe—* Once 
niom, wh.it scck’st thou, false boj t-scek’st t>>oii the h^ 
thou hast renounced, tho faitli thou hast ahaodoned, thoj^cs 
thou hast destroj ed 1 Or didst thou seek the sole ]^et- 
icss of thy south, the only parent whom thou liost known, 
that then mj-st trample on my grey hair^ evra as thou hast 
alroadv trampled on the best wishes of mj Heart 1 

‘Panion me, mother,’ said Boland Grromc, tat, 
and tmon, I dcs'eno not your blame I have taen 
nmnnerst vou— Bvon by youTSolf, my leveied paiont, as well as 

brdU-as onewhoLked the 

«^1] and human reason, or was at least deemed unfit to merciM 
1 cm A™o?^nchantmcnt base I been led mto. and 



TTrB ABBOT 


297 


every 00.0 hos spokion to mo m patablos— I heve been like one 
nlio nnlkB m aneaiy and bowildenng dxcam, and non you 
blame me that I have not tbe sense, and jndgmenl^ and steadi- 
ness of a vokm^ and a disenchanted, and a reasonable man, 
nbo knows what he is domg, and wheiefoie ho docs it * If one 
must walk with masks and qiectres, who naft themselTes from 
place to place as it acre in vision rather than icality, it might 
shake the soundest faith and torn the wisest head I sought, 
since 1 must needs avow my folly, the same Cathenne S^yton 
with whom you made me first acquainted, and whom I most 
strangely find m this vdlage of Kinross, gayest among the 
leicllors, when 1 hod but ]ust loft her in the well-guarded 
Castle of Lochleven, the sad attendant of an imprisoned Queen 
I sought her, and in her place 1 find you, my mother, moie 
strangely disgmsed than oven she is ’ 

‘And what hadst thou to do with Cathenne Seytonf ’ said 
the matron, sternly , ‘ is this a time or a w oi Id to follow maidens, 
or to dance around a Maypole 1 When the trumpet summons 
oveiy true-hearted Scotsman around the standaid of the true 
sovereign, shalt thou be found loitming m a lady's bow erf' 
^'No, by Heaven, noi imprisoned m the rugged walls of on 
island castle'’ answered Boland Gnerne *I would the blast 
were to sound even now, for I fear that nothing less loud will 
dispel the chimencal visions by which I am sunoimdcd ’ 
'Doubt not that it will be winded,’ said the matron, ‘and 
that so fearfully loud, tliat Scotland will nevei hear the like 
until the lost and loudest blast of all shall announce to moun- 
tain and to valley that time is no more Meanwhile, be thou 
but brave and constant Servo God, and honour thy sovereign 
Abide by thy rehgion I cannot — will not — I daie not nsk 
thee the truth of the temble surmises I have heard touchmg 
thy falling awray — ^perfect not that accursed sacrifice , and yet, 
even at this late hour, thou mayst be what I have hoped for, 
the son of my dearest hope What say It The son of my hope t 
Thou shalt be the hope of Scotland, W boast and her honour > 
Even thy wnldest and most foolish wnshes may perchance be 
fulfilled I might blush to mingle meaner motives with the 
noble guerdon I hold out to thee It shames me, being such 
as I am, to mention the idle passions of youth, save with 
contempt and the purpose of censure But we must bnbe 
ohildien to wholesome medicine by the offer of cates, and 
youth to honourable achievement with the promise of pleasure 
Mark mo, therefore^ Boland 'The love of Cathenne Seyton 
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Will follow lum 011I7 who shall achieve the fteodom of her 
mistiess, and behcra^ it may be one day in thine own power 
to be that happy lover Out, theiefore^ away doubt and foai, 
and piepaio to do what loligion oalls for, what thy country 
demands of the^ what thy duty as a subject and as a sen'ont 
alike regime at yom hand, and be assur^ even the idlest or 
wildest wishes of thy beaitwill be most leadily attamed by 
following the call of thy duty ’ 

As she ceased speaking a double knock was heaid agom&t 
the inner door The mation, hastily adjusting hm muffler 
and resmning her idiaii by Ibe beam, demanded who ms 
there 

*S<iloe ttt nomme taneto,' was answeied fiom withont 
‘Salvete et voi,' answeied Magdalen Gimmo 
. . And a man enteied m the ordmaiy diess of a noblom.m*s 
rotamoi, weanng at hia gudle a sword and buoklei ‘ I sought 

? on,' said he, *my mothei, and him whom I see with yon’ 
‘hen addtessmg himself to Boland Gianue, ho said to him, 
‘Hast thou not a padret from Gcoigo Douglas 1 ’ 

‘I have,’ said the page, suddenly recolleotmg that which Imd 
been committed to his ohaige in the mommg ‘but I may *ot 
deliver it to anyone without some token that they have a light 

to ask It ’ j V j «• 

‘You say woll,’ replied the serving-man, and whisperto inio 
his ear, ‘The packet which lask is tho xqiort to bis father, 
will this token suffice r . 

‘It will,' lephed the page, and taking the picket fiom his 

bosom, gave it to tho man 

* I will return piesontly,’ said the sonnng-man, and lett tno 


*”*^^fand had now sufficiently recovered his surpiiso to acoost 
hib lelativo in tum, and lequost to know the 

1I5 SSilewii fora to 5 ™-“"* ” 

tovTte h» ora .c»« ». =»T. »* * 
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'I know that, vom of his schooloiaft and oamal wisdom, Luke 
LuQ&n views with jealousy and hatied the blessmgs which the 
samts have confeim on my prayers, and on the holy lelics, 
before the touch, nay, before the bare presence, of which disease 
and death have so often been known to ret^t I know he 
would rend and tear me ; but these is a cham and a muzzle on 
the ban. dog that shall restnun his ftuy, and the Master's servant 
shall not be offended 1^ him until the blaster's work is wrought 
When that horn corner let the shadows of the evening descend 
on me in thunder and m tempest the tune shall be welcome 
that lelieves my eyes from seemg guilt, and my cars fiom 
listemng to blasphemy Do thou but be constant , play thy 
^ part as 1 have pkyed and will play nune , and my release shall 
be like that of a blessed martyr whose ascent to Heaven angels 
hail with psalm and song, while earth pursues him with hiss 
and with cvecration ’ 

As bho concluded, the somng-man again cnteied the cottage, 
and bald, 'All is well ' the time holds foi to-morrow night ’ 
'What tuufit what holdsl* exdaimed Boland Gncmc ‘1 

tiust 1 have given the Douglas’s packet to no wrong ’ 

•‘Oontent yoiuself, young man,* answered the servmg-man , 
‘ thou hast my word and token * 

'I know not if the token be n^t,* said the page, 'and I 
care not much for the word of a stranger ’ 

‘What,* said the matron, 'although thou mayst have given 
a packet doliveicd to thy chaigo by one of the Queen’s rebels 
mto the liaud 8f a loyal subject— there were no great mistake 
in that, thou hot-hiained boy ' ’ 

'Bj' St Andrew, theio were foul mistake, though,’ answered 
the page , *it is the very spirit of my duty, m tins first stage 
of chivalry, to be faithful to my trust, and had tho devil 
given me a message to dischaige, I would not — so I had plighted 
my faith to the contrary— betray his connsel to an angel of 
light * 

‘Now, by the love I once boie thee,’ siud the mation, ‘1 
could slay thee with mine own hand, w'hen I hear thee t^ of 
a dealer faith hemg duo to rebels and heretics than thou 
owest to thy church and thy pnnee '* 

‘Be patient, my good sister,’ said the serving-mnn, ‘T will 
give him such reasons as shall counterbalance the scruples 
whioh beset him the spint is honourable, though now it may 
be mistiiued and misplaced FqUou me, young man * 

‘ Ere 1 go to call tins strangei to a leckonuig,’ said the pngn 
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to the matron, 'ib there nothing I can do for jour comfort and 
safety f’ 

‘Nothmg,’ she replied — ‘nothing, save nhat \nll lead marc 
to thy oim honour the saints \rho have protected mo thus 
far \iml lend me succour as I need it Tread the path of 
glory that is befoie the^ and only think of me as the creature ou 
earth who will be most debgihted to hear of thy fame Follow 
the stiangei , he hath tidings for you that you little e^ect ’ 
The stranger remomed on the threshold as if waiting foi 
Boland, and as soon os he saw him put himself m motion ho 
moved on befoie at a quick pace Dinag stdl deeper dou n the 
lano^ Boland peiceived that it was now bordoicd by bnildmgs 
upon the one side only, and tliat the other was fonced by a 
liiirTi old wall, over which some trees extended their biandhos 
Descendmg a good way forther, they came to a small door lu 
the wall Boland's guide paused, looked around for an instant 
to see if any one wore within sights then taking a key from 
his poo^t, opened the door and entered, making a s^ to 
Grmme to follow hnn Ho did so, and the stranger 
looked the dooi carefully on the inside Dunng tins operation 
the page had a moment to look mennd, and perceived that,ho 
was in a small orchard veiy tnmiy kept v j j ■!„ 

The stranger led him through on alley or tuo, shaded 
trees loaded with summoi-fiuiti into a pleached aibour, ''“Oie^ 
the tuif-eeat which was on the one sid^ he motiraed to 
Boland to occupy that which was opposite to him, and, into 
a momentary eilence, opened the conversation awfollows lou 
hove a hettoi warrant tlian Uie word of a mere rtninMr 


^ 

uc point c.. T - ^ 

von,’ said 'Boland' ‘ I fear I have acted hastily , if so, I must 

redeem my error as I best may ’ . , j *1 « 

‘You hold me then as a perfect stamgeil the mim 
‘ Look at my fooe more attentavely, and sm if 
not lesemblo those of a man much known to you fonncrly 
Boland gased attentively , but the ideas 
ware so mronsistent w ith the mean and sorvilo dross of m 
pSm bSri that ho did not ventui^ express tiie 
opmion which ho was irresistibly mdui^ to form 
^ ‘Tob, my son,’ said the stranger, 
ment, ' Wdo indeed see before you 
^mTiwngniB, who oucc aocoun^ his imnistry crow } 
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preservation from the snares of heresy, but who is now con- 
demned to lament thee as a castaway ■ * 

Boland Gimme’s kindness of heart was at least equal to his 
vivacity of temper ho could not bear to see his ancient and 
hononi^ master and ^intual gmde in a situation which in- 
fened a change of fortune so melancholy, but, throwing himself 
at his feet, grasped Ins knees and wept aloud 

‘What mean these tears, my son?’ said the abbot, 'if they 
are died for yoiu own sms and folhes, surely they aie giadous 
bhoweis, and may avail thee much, but weep not, if they fall 
on my account You indeed sec the superior of the com- 
munily of St Maty’s m the dress of a poor swotder, who gives 
his master the use of his blade and budclei, and, if needful, of 
his life, foi a coarse hvery coat, and four marks the year 
But such a garb suits the time, and, in the period of the church 
militant, as well becomes her prelaw as sti^, mitr^ and crosiei 
in the days of the church's triumph’ 

‘By what fate,’ said the page — ‘and yet why,’ added he, 
checking himself, ‘need I askf Catherine Seyton in some 
soit prepaied mo for this But that the change should be so 
absolute, the deatruction so complete > ’ 

‘Yes, my son,’ said the Abbot Ambrosius, ‘thine own eyes 
beheld, in my unworthy elevation to the abbot’s stall, the last 
especial act ^ holy solemnity which shall be seen m the church 
of St Mtuy’s, imtil it shall please Heaven to tom back the 
captivity of the church For the present, the shepherd is 
smitten — ay, wdlnigh to the earth, the flocks are scattered, 
and the shrmes of somts and mar^^ and pious henefoctors 
to the chinch, are given to the owls of night and the satyrs of 
the desert ’ 

‘And your hi other, the BLnight of Avend — could he do 
nothing for your protootion V 

‘ Ho himself hath fallen under the suqncion of the ruling 
powers,’ said the abbot, ‘who are as unjust to then friends as 
they aic cruel to their enenues I could not gneve aj- it, did 
1 hope it might estrange him from his course ; hut 1 know the 
soul of Halbert, and 1 rather fear it will dnve bun to prove 
his fidelity to thcii unhappy cause by some deed which may 
he yet more destructive to the church, and more offensive to 
Heaven Enough of this, and now to the husmess of our 
meeting I trust yon wull hold it snfSoient if 1 pass my word 
to you, that the packet of which you were latdy the hearer 
was designed for my hands by George of Douglas!’ 
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‘Than,’ said the page, ‘is Geoigo of Douglas ’ 

‘A true friend to his Queen, Soland, and uill soon, I trust, 
have hiB eyes opened to the enois of his — ^misealled — ohuroh ’ 
'But vhat IB he to hiB fathei, aud uhat to the Lady of 
Loohleveii, \rho has been as a mothei to hunt’ said the page, 
impatiently 

'The best fiiend to both, m time and thiough ctcmity,’ 
said the abbol^ ' if he shall pi ore the happy mstiument foi 
) adeeming the evil they have Aironght, and are still ^roiking' 
‘Still,’ said the page, 'I like not that good semce uhich 
begins in fareaoh of trnst ’ 

'I blame not tiiy seiuples, my sou,’ said the abbot, ‘but 
the time vrhich has \neuohed asundei the allogiance of Chns- 
tians to the chinch, aud of subjeots to thou king, has dissolved 
all the lesser bonds of society, and, in such days^ meie human 
ties must no moie restiain oui piogress tlinn toe biombles and 
biicrs, irhich catch hold of his goimenta, should delay the path 
of a pilgnm yrha travds to pay Jus vous ’ 

‘Bnt» my father ’ said the youth, and then stopt short 


in a hesitating mannei 

‘Speak on, my son,’ said the abbot — ‘speak tiithout foa^ 

‘Lot mo not ofiend you, then,’ said Boland, ‘ivhon I nnsoer, 
slinh it IS oven this wnioh our adversaijes ohnige against u% 
vhen they say that, shaping the means according to the end, a e 
aie willing to commit great moial e\il in oidoi that ae may 
work out eventual good ’ , 

“The heiotiCB have played then usual arts op you, my son, 
said the abbot , ‘ they irould wiHmgly depme us ot the pooci 
of acting wisely and seexotly, though then possession of supwioi 
foioe foibids om contending uitii them on the t^ of oquolity 
They have leducod us to a state of exhausted weakness, and 
now w ould fain posciibo the means by which 
aU the range of natuie, supplies the lack of stamgai, and 
defends itself agamst its ptent cuemies ^ well 
linund say to the hoie, “ Use not these wily tui ns to 
but oontmd with mo in pitched battle,’ as the 
ful heretic demand of the down-tioddeii and opiessed Catlioho 
to lay aside the wisdom of the serpent, by 
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siBtci Alagdalcn, is a \ 7 oman of oxccllcnt gifts, lilcsscd vntli a 
Teal vrluoh neitiici doubt nor dangci can quencb , but yet it is 
not a seal altogether according to knovrlcdge, therefore, my son, 
I would willingly be myself thy interrogatoi and tby counsellor 
m these days of darkness and stratagem ’ 

TTith the icspeet wbiob he oned to Ins lint mstnictor, 
!Roland Gncmc went rapidly tbiough the events which the 
leadei is acquainted with, and while ho disguised not from 
the pielatc the impression which had been made on his mind by 
the arguments of the preacher Henderson, he accidentally, and 
almost lUToluntanly, gave his fatlier confessor to understand 
the influence which Catherine Seyton bad acquired over him 
*It 18 with joy I discover, my deaicst son,* replied tlic 
abbotj ‘that I haie amved m time to arrest thee on the verge 
of the precipice to which thou wert appioachmg '^csc doubts 
of which you complain arc the weeds which naturally grow up 
m a stioug sod, and require the careful hand of the husl^dmnn 
to eradicate them Thou must study a little volume, which I 
will import to thee m fitting time, in winch, by Om Lady’s 
grace, I have placed in somewhat a clearer bglit than bereto- 
fo^ the pomts debated betwixt us and these hcictio% who sow 
among the wheat the same tares which woio formerly pnvily 
mingled with the good seed by the Albigenses and the Lollards 
But it IS not by leason alone that you must hope to conquer 
these insinuations of the enemy It is sometimes by timely 
lesistancc, hut oftcnei by timely flight You must your 
cars against the aigumente of the heiesiarch, when circumstances 
permit you not 'to withdraw the foot flom his company 
Anchor your thoughts upon the service of Oiu- Lady, whfle he 
IS expending m vam Ins heretical sophistry Ate you unable 
to mamtam yoiu attention on Heavenly objects, think rnthei 
on thino own earthly pleasures thou tempt Providence and the 
somts by givmg an attentive ear to the cmng doctzinc t.tunlf 
of Ihy hawk, thy hound, thme anglmg-iod, thy swoid and 
Inickler— think even of Cathenno Seyton, rather than give thy 
soul to the lessons of the temptei Alas • my son, believe not 
that^ worn out with woes, and bent more by aflSiction than by 
year^ I have forgotten fte efieot of beauty over the heart of 
youth Hveu m the watches of the mght, broken by thoughts 
of on immsoued queen, a distracted kingdom, a church laid 
waste and ruinous, come other thoughts thm thusA 
and feelings which belonged to an earlier happer course of 
life Be it BO — ^we must bear our load as we may, and not m 
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vnin an t^cse passions implanted m our bieasty smce^ os no\r 
in thy oase^ th^ may come in aid of resdiations founded upon 
higher grounds Yet bewan^ my son — this Onthenue Sejixm 
18 tfao daughtei of one of ScotLind's proudest^ as veil as most 
worthy barons, and tiiy state may not suffer thee, as jet^ to 
aspue BO high But thus it is — Heaven works its purposes 
through human fblly, and Douglas's ambitious affection ns 
well as thine shall eontnbute alike to the desued end ' 

*How, my hither,’ said the page, ‘my saspieums aie then 
true ' Douglas loros ’ 

‘He does, and nth a lore as much misplaced as thmc own, 
but beware of him — cross him not — ^thwart him not ’ 

‘Let him not cross or thwart me,’ said the para, 'for I will 
not yield him an moh of way, had he in his body the soul of 
creiy Douglas that has bred since the time of the Daik Grey 
Man’* 

‘Nay, hare patience, idle boy, and reflect that your siut con 
novel interfere with his But n truce with these vanities, and 
let- us better employ the little space which still remains to us 
to spend together To thy knee^ my son, and resume the 
long-interrupted duty of confession, tha^ happen what 
the hour may find in thee a faithful CaGiobi^ lehevro from roe 
guilt of his sms by authonty of the Holy CSiureb Oould I but 

tell thee, Boland, the goy with which I see thee once mre put 
thy knee to its best and fittest use ' Qmd duta, mfili f 
•Gvlpasmms,’ answered the youth, and, according to tte 
utiud of the Catholic Church, he confessed end received abrolu- 
tion, to whidi was annexed the condition of performing certam 


inioined penances , 

When this religious ceremony was ended, an old man, in tno 
dress of a peasant of the better order, aTOioaoh^ the ai^r 
and greeted the abbot ‘I have waited the condusiOT of ^ 
iovoLia,’ he said, ‘to tell you yo“tb “ 
the chamberlain, and it were well he Aoidd app^ v w 
Slay Holy St IVanoiB, if the halber*ers were ^ 
her/ they might sorely wrong my garfen-plot *®y ^ ™ 
ofiR aS not where they tread, were each step on 

‘bu^ alas I IS rt possible that such tofles 
W ^a onsiB sTawfol as that which is now . 

‘ Eovetend fatho,’ answered the proprietor of toe garde , 


* Beo Vote !1 
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such ho \ias, ‘how oft shall I piay you to keep youi high 
counsel foi high nuiids like your own? 'What have yon 
required of me, that I have not granted unresistingly, though 
with an aoluug hcartl’ 

‘Iwould icqiuio of you to ho yourself, my hrothei,’ said tho 
Ahbot Amhi-osius 'to rcmemhoi what }ou wcic, and to what 
youi caily vows have hound you ' 

‘I tell thee, Father Amhrosuis,’ replied tho gaidcnei, ‘the 
patience of tho best saint that evci said patcmostoi would he 
exhausted by tho trials to which you have put mine IMiat 
I have been, it skills not to spctik at present no one knows 
bottoi than yourself, hither, wliat I renounced, in hopes to find 
cose and quiet dmiug the icmaindei of my days , and no one 
bettei knows how my retreat has been mvaded, my fruit-trees 
broken, my flower-beds trodden down, my quiet fiightcned 
iiway, and my very sleep driven fiom my bed, since ever this 
pool QiiCeu, God bless hei ' hatli been sent to Lochlcveii I 
blame hci not being a piisonci, it is natural she should w ish to 
got out fiom so vile a hold, wheio tlioio is scaicely any place 
even foi a tolerable gaideii, and where Uio watei-mists, as I am 
told,»bhght all the early blossoms — I say, I cannot blame hci 
for oiidcavounng for hm fieedom 5 but why I should be diawii 
into tire soheme, why my haimlcss aiboius, that I planted 
with my own hands, should become places of piiiy conspiracy, 
why my little quay, which I built foi my own fislung-boat, 
should have become a haven for sooict embarkations , m short, 
why I should beTlragged into matters w'hoio both heading anil 
liangmg ate like to bo tho issue, I profess to jou, reverend 
fatliei, I am totally ignorant ’ 

'My biothei,’ answeied tho abbot, 'you are wise, and ought 
to know ’ 

'I am not — I am not — am not wise,’ replied tho horti- 
oultunst, pettishly, and stopping his eais with lus fingers , 'I 
was never colled wise, hut when men wanted to engage me m 
some action of notonous folly ’ 

‘But, my good biothei,’ said the abbot— 

'I am not good, neithei,’ said tho peoiisb gatdenci — ‘I am 
neithei good noi wise Had I been wise, you would not have 
been admitted here , and were I good, methrnks I should send 
you elsewheie to hatch plots foi destroying tho quiet of tho 
country What signifies disputmg about queen or kmg, when 
meu may sit at peace tub vmbra vitu mf And so would I do, 
after the piccept of Holy Wnt weio I, as you term me, wise or 
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good But such as I am, my neck is m the yoke, and yen 
make mo draw -what weight you list Follow me, youngster 
This levercnd father, who makes in his jack-man’s dress nearly 
as icverend a figure as 1 myself, woll agree with mo in one 
thing at leasts and that is, that you have been Jong cnongli 
hcio ’ 

‘Follow the good father, Boland,’ said the abbot, ‘and 
lemembcr my words — a day is approving that mil ^ tlio 
temper of all true Scotsmen , may thy heart pro\o fiutliful as 
the steel of thy blade *’ 

The page bowed in silence, and they ported, the gardener, 
uotwithstandmg his advanced age, walking on before Turn veiy 
briskly, and muttering as ho wont, partly to himself, partly to 
his companion, after the manner of old men of weakened 
intellects ‘When I was great,’ thus ran his maundenug, 
*aud hod my mule and my amblmg palfrey at command, 1 
warrant you I could have as well fiown through the air as liavo 
walked at this pace 1 had my gout and my rheumatica; and 
an hundred things besides, that hung fetters on my heels, and 
now, tbftnlfw to Our lady and honest labom, I can walk with 
any good nun of my age m the kingdom of Fdo Fy uppn it, 
that ezpenenoe ahould be so long m commg i ’ 

As he was thus muttering, his eye fell upon the branch of a 

pear-tree which drooped down for want of support, and at once 

forgettmg his haste, the old man stop^ and set senously 
about bmdmg it up Boland Gneme had both readmess, neat- 
ness of hand, and good-nature m abundance*' ho immediate^ 
lent his aid, and in a mmute or two the bough was sapportra, 
aud tied up in a way perfectly satisfactory to the old man, who 
looked at It with great oomplaisanoo ‘They ate bergamot^ 
he said, ‘and if you will come ashore m autumn, you shaJl 
tasto of them, the like are not in liodileven ^sUe The 
eaiden there is a poor pmfold, and the gardener, Hugh Hoult- 
ham. hath littlo skill of his craft, so come asho^ Mast« Pa^ 
in autumn, when you would eat poais Bat what am I thi^- 
mg off ere that time come, they may ba^e 8*'®“ 

for plums Take an old man's advice, one who 

K seen Lny days, and sat m higher places 
hone for bend thy sword into a prumn^hook, and “ 
di^le of thv daggei — ^thy days shall bo the longer, 
health the bettor for it— and come to aid mo m 
Bad I will thee the real French fashion of ^ . 

tte Smthr^oall graffing Do this, and do it without loss of 
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time, for tlicio is a ivliirl\nnd coming ovci the land, and only 
those shall escape nho lie too much toeath the stonn to have 
iheur houghs hrohon by it ’ 

So saymg, he dismissed Boland Grtcmc thiough a diflcrcnt 
door from that hy ahidi ho had entered, signed a cross and 
prononneed a haudmtt as they parted, and ^en, still mutter- 
ing to himself, ictired mto the g^en, and locOred the door on 
the inside 



CHAPTEE XXIX 


1’i.iy God alio pitiio not masLuline on long ' 

A'«y iftwfy /K 

DihiussEi) from the old man'b guidcu, Bohuid Gimmo found 
that <1 grassy paddock, in in Inch Stiuntcicd two co\r^ tho pio- 
]X!ity of tho gaidcnoL, still bopamted him from tho village Ho 
jMccd tbiough it, lost in meditation upon Uic iNordb of tho 
abbot Fathoi Ambiosius had, noth success enough, m.cibcd 
oitir lumthat povNoiful influence which tho guardians and iii- 
btruotors of oui childhood possess o\oi oiu moio matuio youth 
And yet, ■nnIiou Eoland looked back upon nhat the fathei had 
said, ho could not but suspect that ho hod rather sought to 
evade ontciuig into the controversy bctiviiLt tho ohuiches than 
to lepd die objections and satisfy the doubts which tho 
lectures of Henderson had excited ‘ For this he had no tunc^' 
said tho page to bunself, ‘neither have I now calmness and 
looming sufiiciout to judge upon pomts of such magnitude 
Bcsidos, it nero base to quit my faith while tlfo wind of fortune 
sets against it, unloss I were so placed that my conversion, 
sbonld It take placi^ weio free as fight from the imputation of 
sdf-intcicst 1 was bred a CathWic — hied in the faith of 
Bruce and 'Wallaoe— I will hold that feith till fame and reason 
shall oonvinco mo that it oils I will serve this poor Queen ns 
.1 subject should servo an impnsonod and wronged sovoioign. 
They who placed mo in hoi service have to blame themselves 
they sent mo luthoi, a gentleman faamod m tho paths of 
loyalty and hoiioiu, when they should havo sought out wmo 
tiuckung, cogging, douhlesiealing knare, who would Mvo boeu 
at once the obson'ont page of the Queen and tho obseqmons 
spy of her enemies Since I must choose botwist aiding a^ 
botiaying her, I will demdo as beoomes hm 
Bubjeot,%ut Ctitlierme Sqyton— Catbeimo 
Doilglra. and holding mo on or off « 
loisuic or capneo rvill permit — bow shidl I deal w 
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coquette 1 Hcayon, Then I ncct have an opportnnity, she 
bljdl tender me some reason foi her conduct, or 1 uill break 
nitli hei for ever i' 

As ho formed this doughty rcsolntion, he crosoed the stile 
u hich led out of the little inclosure, and u ns almost immediately 
gi'ceted by Dr Luke Lundin 

'Ha' my most excellent young fnend,’ said tho doctor, 
‘fiom whence come youl — but I note the place Yes, neigh- 
bour Blmkhoolie’s garden u, a pleasant lendczrous, and 3*011 arc 
of tho age when lads look after a bonny kss uith one 03*6 and 
a dainty plum u ith anothoi But hey ■ 3 ou look snbtnstc and 
melancholic , 1 feai the maiden has proved cruel, 01 the jilnras 
unripe, and surely, 1 think nei^bour Blmkhoolic’s damsons 
can Bcaieely have been well preserved thioughont the uniter — 
he spares tho saccharine juice on his confects But courage, 
man, there aio moie Kates in Kinross , and foi tho inimatiue 
fniii^ a glass of my double distilled aqua tmiaUliK > iin^mhtm 
e»f' 

Tho page darted an ireful glance at the kcetimis ph3 sicmn , 
but presently lecollcotuig that tho name ‘ Kate,' which tied pro- 
vok^ his displeasuie, was probably but mtrodueod foi the sake 
of allitoratioii, he suppressed his uratli, and only* asked if the 
wains had been heard of 

* ^Yhy, I have been seekmg for yon this hour, to tdl you that 
tho stuff IB in your boat, and that tho boat waits yom plcasnie. 
Auchtormuchty liad only fallen into company w ith on iiBe knave 
like himself, and a stoup of aquavitro between them Yoiir 
boatmen lie ou their oars, and there have already been made 
two -wefta flora tho warder’s turret, to intimate tliat those in 
tho castle me impatient for your return Y^et there is time tor 
30U to take a shght repast, and, os your fnend and physician, 
I hold It unfit you should face the water-breeze with an empty 
stomach ’ 

Boland Gimme had nothing foi it bnt to return, with such 
cheer as ho might, to tho place '\vheio his boat moored on 
the beach, and resisted all offei of lofreshment, although the 
doctor promised that he should proinde the collation with a 
gentle appetiser — a decoction of Whs, gathered and distilled 
by himself Indeed, as Boland had not forgotten the contents 
of his mormng cup, it is possible that the recoUeotion induced 
him to stand firm m his refusal of all food to which such 
an unpalatable preface was the prelimmaiy*. As they passed 
towards tho boat (for the ceremonious politeness of the worthy 
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cluimboiliun \(ou]d not permit tho pago to go tluthei Mithont 
nttoiidanco), Bolniid Onome, amidst a group nho soemed to bo 
assembled aiound apoitjrof nandciingmusieioiu^distingmsliod, 
os ho thought^ tlie ^ ess of Cntbonno Sey tan He shook bim- 
self olcoi fiom liis attendant, and at one spring was in the midst 
of the oioiid, and at the side of the damsel ‘Gathcnm^’ bo 
uhibpoicd, ‘is it well foi }on to bo still hero f— will }ou not 
letiiin to tbo castle?’ 

‘To tho dcMl with }OUi Oathoiinos and jour castles'’ 
aiisncied the maiden, siiappislilj', ‘liayo jou not had timo 
enough alicody to get iid of joui follies? Begone' I desuc 
not join farthoi company, and there will be dongei in tin list- 
ing it upon mo ’ 

‘Nay, but if tlicio bo danger, funost Gnthoimi^’ icplied 
Roland, 'wh} will you not allow mo to stay and shore it with 
J’OU?’ 

'Intruding fool,’ said tho maiden, ‘the dangei is all on 
tluno own side the iisk 1 % in plain terms^ tliat I stiikc ^lee 
on the mouth with the hdt of my daggei ’ So saying she 
tiiiiiod haughtily from him, and moved through tho crowd, who 
gave way in some astonishment at tho masouhne aotivitycWith 
which she forced her w'ay among them 

As Roland, though much imtated, piepated to follow, ho 
was grappled on tho other side by Doctor Luke Lundni, who 
lomiudcd him of tho loaded boatj of the two weft% oi sign^s 
with tho flag, which had been mado from tho tower, of two 
danger of tbo cold bieezo to an empty stoiliaoh, and of the 
y nni iy of spondmg moio time upon ooy wenchra and sour 
plums Roland was thus, m a manner, dragged back to his 
boat, and obliged to launch hei forth upon his letmn to Loch- 


lovon Castle , j 

That httlo TOTngo was speedily accomplished, and the pi^o 
was irreeted at tho Undrog-placo by tho severe and oansbo 
welcome of old Dryfesdale ‘So. young gallonti you mo ^e 
Ob last, after a delay of 8i\ horns, and after two ^ 

the^o? But, I wananti some idle junketmg hod oc^rf 
vou too deeply to tlimk of your service or your duly mere 
« the note Kho pinto nud Imuaehold stufi ? Pray 
hath not boon diminished under the sleeveless caio of so heed 


DiChS under my caie, su stew aid?* retorted the pa«, 
angid^yso in eami and by Heaven yoni giey hair shall 
baldly protect youi sauiy tongue > 
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‘A trnoo with your Bnaggormg, young e&quirc,’ lotumed the 
steward j 'we have bolts and dungeons foi biawlers Go to 
my lady and swagger before her, if then darest, she will give 
thee piopei cause of offence, fOr she has waited for thee long 
and impatiently ’ 

‘ And where then is the Lady of Lochlevcn f ’ said tiie page , 
'for I conceive it is of her thou speakest * 

'Ay, of w horn else 1 ’ replied Dryfesdale , ' oi who besides tlie 
Lady of Lochlevcn hath a right to command in this castle ' ’ 
‘The Lady of Lochlevcn is thy mistress,’ said Boland 
Gimme, 'but mme is the Queen of ^tland ’ 

The stewoid looked at him fixedly foi a moment, with an 
air in winch suspicion and dishke were ill concealed by an 
afihctatiou of contempt 'Thebioggingcock-dlucken,’ he said, 
'will betray himself by his lash crowing I have marked thy 
alteicd mannei m the chapel of late — ay, and your changmg 
of glances at meaLtune with a certain idle damsel, who, like 
thyself, laughs at all gravity and goodness There is somc- 
thmg about you, my master, whufii should be looked to. Bnt, 
if you would know whether the Ladj' of Lochleven oi tliat 
oth^r lady hath right to command thy service, thou wilt find 
them together m tiie Lady Mary’s anto-toom ’ 

Boland hastened thithei, not unwilhng to escape fiom the 
ill-natured penetration of the old man, and man’elling at the 
some time what peoulianty could have occasioned the Lady of 
Lochleven’s bemg m the Queen’s apartment at tins tune of the 
afternoon, so much coutraiy to her usual wont His acuteness 
instantly penetrated the moaning ' She wislics,’ he concluded, 
'to see the meeting betwixt the Queen and me on my return, 
that she may form a guess whether there is any pnvato mtclli- 
gence or undoistondiug betwixt us 1 must be guarded ’ 

With this icsolution he entered the parloui, where the 
Queen, seated m hci diair, with die Lady Fleming leaning 
upon the back of it, hod already kept the Lady of Lochleven 
standing in her presence for the space of neariy an hour, to 
the manifest increase of hci veiy iisiblo bad-humoni Botod 
Gimm^ on entering the apartment, mode a deep obeisance to 
the Queen, and anodiei to the lady, and dien stood still as if 
to await their further question Speakmg almost togethci, the 
Lady of Lochleven said, 'So, young man, you are returned at 
length f ’ And then stopped indignantly short, while the Queen 
went on without legardmg her — ' Boland, you are welcome homo 
to us , you have proved the true dove and not the raven Yet I 
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am TOic I conid Imro foigi\cn yon if, onco disnusscd from libis 
-natci-ciicled ark of ouijBi,you hud neror again letnmed to lu 
T tnist yon havo Inoiiglit back an ohre branch, for onr kmd 
and n 01 thy liostcss ]iai chafed herself much on account of 
yonr long absence, and ue nc\oi needed moie some symbol of 
]X!aco and leconciliation ' 

*1 gneve I should Imre been detained, madam,’ answered 
the page, 'bnt^ from the delay of the person entmsted with 
the nutters foi which 1 was seni^ I did not rocen’c them till 
late 111 the daj' ’ 

'See you tlicie non,’ said the Queen to the Lady Loofaleren, 
'we could not persuade you, oiu dearest hostess, that }our 
household goods weie m all safe keepmg and smofy True it 
IS, that we con c\oubo your anxiety, considenng that these 
- august apartments aio so scantily furnished that we haie not 
been able to offoi you even tho lelief of a stool duiing the long 
time you linie affoided us the pleosuic of your society ’ 

‘The will, madam,’ said the lady — 'thewriU to offei Sadi 
accommodation was moie wantmg tlian tho means ’ 

‘Wliaf’ said die Queen, lookmg loiind, and offeoting 
suipuse, ‘there aio then stools in this apaitment— one, two- 
no loss tliaii fom, iiiclnding the broken one— a garnitaro ' 

^Ve obseivcd tliom not , will it please youi ladyship to sit? 

‘No, madam, I will soon rehere you of mypiesenco, rophed 
the Lady Lochleicn, 'and, while with you, my aged limte can 
htill bottei brook fatigue than my nuiid stoop to accept of coii- 


stiained couitcsy’ , ^ • , , , 

‘Nay, Lady of Loohleven, if you take it so deeply, mid the 
Queen, rising and motionmg to hei own Tocant ehmr, 'I would 
lathor you assumed my seat, you aie not the first of your 

family who has done so ’ . . ^ 

Tho Lady of T,odiloven coiurtcsied a negative, but seemeU 
witli much difficulty to suppress tbo augiy answ-cr which rose 


tine sliaip oonvei-sation, the pges attenbOT had 
been aln^ entnely oorapiod by 
Seyton, who came from the inner apaitmenli in 
m wbioU she attended upon Ihe ^leen, and with notlimg m h 

SaTinei which maiked oithoi hinrj' or confusion m^^t to 

a hastv of disgmso oi tho ooiisoious fear of do^ion in 

a uSm euteipnso Holaud Gimme ventured to make hj ® 
olmisance as she entered, but she letmnod it with an an of fte 
utaiost mdiffeienoo, wludi, m Ins opinion, wos exbemclyincon- 
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sistcnt 'vnth the cucamstancos m vrhich they stood towards each 
otlici ‘Surely,’ he thought, 'she cannot m leason expect to 
bully me out of the belief due to mine own eyes, as she tnod to 
do concerning the nppantion in the hostelry of St Michael’s I 
will tiy if 1 cannot make hoi feel tliat this will bo but a vain 
task, and that confidence in mo is the wisei and safei couise to 
pursue ’ 

These thoughts had passed lapidly tlirougb his mind, when 
the Queen, having finished her altci cation with the lady of the 
castle, again nddiessed him — ‘What of the levds at Kinross, 
Boland Giaunel Metbonght they w ere gay, if I may judge fiom 
some faint sounds of mirth and distant music whicli fou^ then 
way so far as these grated window s, and died when they entoicd 
them, as all that is mirthful must But thou lookest ns sad as 
if thou hadst come fiom a conventicle of the Huguenots ' ’ 
‘And so peichance he hath, madam,’ icplicd the Lady of 
Lochleven, at whom tins sidc^haft w as launched ‘ I trusty amid 
yonder idle foolenes, there wanted not some pounng foiiih of 
doctnne to a bettor purpose than tliat vain mirth wliieh, blaring 
and vamshing hke the crackling of diy thorns, leaves to the 
fook who love it nothing but dust and ashes ’ 

^Mary Fleming,' said the Queen, tmning lound and drawing 
ha mantle about hoi, ‘ I would tliat we litd the chimney-giate 
supplied with a fagot or two of theso same thorns which the 
Lady of Lochleven desoiibes so well Mcthinks the ^mp air 
from tlio lake, winch stagnates in these vaulted looms, icndeis 
them deadly cold ’ 

‘Ycui Graces plcasuie shall be obeyed,’ said the Lady of 
Lochleven, ‘yet may I picsumc to lemind you that wo me 
now m sununoi f ’ 

‘I ttuink you foi the information, my good lady,’ said the 
Queen, ‘foi piisonois bottei learn their calendar from tho 
mouth of their joilor than fiom any change they themselves 
feel m the seasons Once moie, Boland Giieme, what of the 
levels?’ 

‘They wcie gay, madam,’ said tho pngo, ‘but of the usual 
sort, and httlo worth your Highness’s eai ’ 

* know not,’ smd the Queen, ‘ how very indulgent my 
eai lias become to all that speaks of fieedom and the pleasures 
of tliG fieo Mcthinks I'uould rsitlioi Iihyo seen thcgaTvillsgcis 
oanco thou iing loiuid the Maypole than have ivitnessed the 
most stately masques within the pieomots of a palace The 
absence of stone walls, the sense that the green turf » under 
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tilio foot nliich may trend it ftcc and uuicstramcd, is \iarth all 
that art oi splendour can add to moro comtly raids ’ 

'I tiiist,’ said the Lady Lochlercn, addressing the page in 
her turn, ‘thcic nero amongst these follies none of tlie note or 
distuibonces to iihich they so naturally lead!’ 

Koland gave a dight glance to Cathenno Sojton, os if to 
bespeak hci attention, as ho rephed, ‘ I nritnessra no ofihncc, 
madam, northy of marking — nono indeed of any kind, saio that 
a bold damsel made her hand somoirhat too familiar 'mth the 
oheok of a playcr-mau, and nm some nek of being ducked in the 
lake' 


As ho uttered these n ords ho cost a hasty glance at Cathenne, 
but sbe sustained, mth the utmost seremty of manner and 
countenance, the hmt nhioh bo had deemed could not have 
boon thronu out before her nitbout oscitmg some fear and 
confusion 

‘ I mil oumboi your Grace no longer mth my piesenoe,' 
said the Lady Lochlcrcn, ‘unless you hare aught to com- 
maiid mo ’ 

‘Nought, our good hostess,’ answeied the Queen, 'unless it 
ho to pray you, that on another occasion you deem it not nped- 
f 111 to postpone ymir better employment to \rait so long upon us ' 
* ifay It please you,’ added the Lady Loohloven, ‘ to command 
this youi gentleman to attend ns, that I may receive some 
account of these matters which hare been sent hither for yom 


Grace’s use f ’ , , , , 

‘ We may not refuse n hat you ore pleased to require, madam, 
answered the Queen ‘ Go mth the lady, Ro^ if ow com- 
mands be indeed necessary to tiiy doing so mil hear ^ 
morrow the history of thy Kinross pleasures For this mght 
we dismiss thy attendance’ 

Roland Gnome wont with the Lady of LooUevra, who faded 
not to ask him many questions concerning what had passed at 
the sports, to which ho rendered such angers ^ ^ J””* 
likely to luU asleep any suspicions which *e might ratertam 

of his disposition to faioui Queen ^^ 7' 5 
avoid all allusion to the apparition of Magdalen Gnesra and « 
the Abbot Ambrosins At length, aftei a l^and 

somewhat close evomination, ^ Tlo^- 

nrpiainns 08. oommif from the reserved and stern Lady oi Ijoch 
feveii, miSseemtooicpressadegreBof^ourandOTuntoa^ 

His firat care was to obtain some "frcsbmenl^ whi^ 
moS cheerfully affiiidcd him by a good-natured pautlm thon ly 




THE ABBOT 


SIS 


Diyfesdale, 'nrho vas, on this occasion, much disposed to abide 
by tiie fashion of Pudding-bum Honsi^ \rbere 

The; aho came not the Snt call 
Get no more meat till the nett meal 


When Poland Grieme had iinidicd his repast, harmg his 
dismissal, from the Queen foi the evemng^ and bemg little in- 
clined for such society as the castle afforded, he stoic into the 
garden, in which he had permission to ^end his leisure time, 
when it pleased him In this place, the mgenmty of the eon- 
tnver and disposer of the walks had exerted itself to make the 
most of httle space, and by screen^ both of stone ornamented 
with rude sciilptore and hedges of livmg green, hod endeavoured 
to give as mu^ mtncacy and variety as the confined limits of 
the garden would admit 

Here the young man walked sadly, considenng the events of 
the day, and comparmg what had dropped horn the abbot witli 


‘ It must bo so,’ was the painful but mevitable conclusion at 
whidi he arrived — 'it must bo by his aid that she is thus 
onQbled, like a phantom, to tiansport herself from place to place, 
and to appear at pleasure on the mainland or on the islet It 
miistbeso,*beiepeatcdoncomore, ‘with him aheholdsa close, 
seciet, and mtimate conespondence, altogether mconsistent with 
the eye of favour which she has sometimes cast upon m^ and 


have necessary inspired ’ And yet (for love will hope whero 
reason despairs) the thought rudied on his mmd that it was 
possible she only encourogkl Douglas’s passion so far as might 
sem her mistress’s mtoi^ and that she was of too ftwnV, 
iroble, and candid a nature to hold out to himself hopes which 
she mowt not to fulfil lorst m these various conjecturei^ he 
mtM himself upon a bank of turf, which commanded a view 
TO the lake on the one side, and on the other of that front of 
the^Ue along which the Queen’s apartments were situated 
The sm had now for some tune sei^ and the twilight of hfav 
was rapidly fadmg mto a serene night On the lake, the et 
panded water rose and fell, with the slightest and softest influ- 
onoc of a southera breezy which scaroely dimpled the surface 
ovCT whi^ It ]^ed In the distance was still seen the dun 
wtlme of the island of St Ser^ once visited by many a sandalled 

trodden by a man of God, now 
neglected or violated, as the lefuge of la^ priests, who had 
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Ti ifch jiistico boon compelled to give place to tlic slicep and the 
Iieifors of a Protestant baion. 

As Boland gazed on the dark speck, amid the lighter bine of 
the aters %hich siuromidcd it, the mazes of polemical discussion 
again stictchcd themselves bcfoio tlio eye of his mind Had 
these men justly suAeted then cvilo as licentious dioncs, the 
lobbcrs, at once, and disgrace of the busy hive , ot had tlie hand 
of aval ice and inpiiio cspellcd Bom the temple not tiie nbalds 
who polluted, but the faithful piicsts a ho sen*ed, the slinne in 
lionont and fidelitj’ f The nigumeiits of Henderson, m tins con' 
tomplativc houi, rose with double force before him, and could 
scaicely be pamed by tlio appeal which the Abbot Ambrosius 
luid made fiom his understanding to his feelings— an appeal 
wlueh ho had felt moio foioibly amid the bustle ^ stimiig life 
thnu now when his loflcotions seio moio undistmbcd It lo- 
quiicd nil effort to divert his mind hota this cmhnnassing topic, 
and ho found that he best succeeded by tninmg bia eyes to 
the front of tho tosei, watching wheio a tninkhug light still 
stroamed from the casement of Oathcime Soyton’s apnrtmont, 
obsourod by times foi a moment, as the shados of tlie fan in- 
habitant possed bctsivt tho tapei and tho sindou At length 
tho light was lomoi od or oxtinguishod, and that object of spconla- 
tiou sab also nithdrasu from tho eyes of tlio meditative lovei 
Dnro I confess the fnoti sithout iiyuniig his ohniaotor for ovci 
ns a hero of romance 1 Tlieso eyes gradually became heavy , 
speculative doubts on tho subject of religions oontrovony, and 
auMons conjcotuies conceramg tho state of his mistress’s 

became confiisodly blended togethei m his musmgs jOio 


con^plntion which occupied hia mind, and he fdl fast 

Sound woio his slumbois, until they were suddenly i^elled 
bv tho non tongue of the cnstlo boll, whidh Mnt ite dc^ oM 
miiinn sounds wido over tho bosom of the lake, nnd awakanm 
tho echoes of Benmuty, tho hill wlueh descends rteoply ^ ite 
Bouthom bank Boland staited i^, for this hell 
tolled at ton o'clock, as tho signal for lookmg tlio ens^ gate% 
and nl ee«i|r tho keys niidoi tho charge of the senos^al He 

mnmoatedvwith tho building, and had the 

Saohod it, to henrtho holt leave its sheath with a discordant 
<>r»Rh and entor tho stone groove of tho door-hntd 

« Hold— hold,’ oned tho page, * and lot me m ere you lock t 

wioket’ 
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Tho voiLo o! Dtyfeadalo icplied from m hu> usual tone 
of uubittcred sullenucss, * The boar ia past, fair mabter , }ou like 
not tliG inside of these 'ffalls, even make it a complete bobday, 
and spend tbo n^ht ns well as the day out of bounds ’ 

‘ Open the door,’ exclaimed tbc mdignant page, 'or by St 
Giles I irill make tby gold chain smoke for it ' * 

‘Make no alarm hero,’ letoited the impenetrable Dryfesdelc, 
‘ but keep thy sinful oaths and silly threats for those tbaticgard 
them I do mme irSce, and carry the keys to tho seneschal 
Adieu, my young master < the cool night air inll advantage your 
hot blood ’ 


The steward was nght m iifaat he said, foi tho coobng 
bicezB was very necessary to appease tbc fevensb fit of anger 
which Roland experienced, nor did the remedy snccecd for some 
tune At length, after some ha&ty turns made through tbc 
garden, exbanstmg hia passion m vain vows of vengeance, 
Roland Gnemo began to be sensible that his situation ought 
rather to be held as matter of laughter than of senous resent- 
ment To one bicd a sportsman, a n^bt spent in tho open air 
had m it little of hardsmp, and the poor mabce of the steward 
seqpied more worthy of his contempt than his anger * I would 
to God,’ he said, ‘that tbo grun old man may ^ways havo 
contented himself with such sportive revenge He often looks 
as he were capable of doing ns a darker tom ’ Retunung, 
thoiefore, to the turf-scat which he had formerly occupied, end 
which was partiaUy sheltered by a tnm fence of green boDy, 
ho diew his mwitle around him, stretched himself at length on 
the verdant settle, and endeavoured to resume that slemi wluch 
tho castle hell had mterrupted to so little purpose 

Sleep, like othm earthly blessings, is niggard of its fitvours 
when most courted The more Roland mvoked hei aid, the 
furthei she fled fiom his eyelids He had been completely 
awake^ first by tho sounds of tho boll, and then by his own 
aioused vivacity of temper, and he found it difBcult agam to 
compose himsoR to dumber. At length, when his mind was 
w caned out w ith a mze of unpleasing meditation, he succeeded 

*^Ued by the vmces of two persons who were walkmg m the 
gaidcn, the sound of whose conversation, after mmgW 

® ® ^®eth succeeded in aw^g 

himsdt from his reclmmg posture 
m Ae utmost astonishment, which the eaenmstance (rf he^g 
two persons at that late hour conversing on the outside of the 
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^\aticlifully guarded Castle of Lochlcven -^bb so \rell oalculated 
to excite His first thon^it ^ras of supematunl beings , hu 
next) upon some attempt on the part of Queen Maly’s fnends 
and followers, his last was that George of Douglas, possessed 
of the kejs, and having the means of mgress and egress at 
plcasnic, nos availing himself of his office to hold a rendezrous 
with Cathonno Scyton in the castle garden Ho was confimied 
in tins opinion by the tone of the voice wliioli asked m a low 
uhispci ‘Whether all was leadyl’ 
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In some bteasta passion lies conceal'd and nlont, 

Liko xrar's snart ponder n a oastia \aull^ 

Until occasion, liko tho linstock, lights it , 

Then conics at once the lightning ^ the thunder, 

And distant echoes tell that all is rent asunder 

Old Play 

llouKD Giubme, availing himself of a bteaoh m the ho% scicen, 
.uid of tho assistance of the full moon, nhich nas non anuin, 
h.id a perfect opportumtj, himself unobserved, to reconnoitre 
tho persons and the motions of those by mhom his lost had 
been thus imevpcctcdly disturbed, and his obsortations con- 
linflcd his jealous appr^ensions They stood together m dioso 
and earnest conversation nithm four yards of Ibe place of his 
lotrcat, and he could easily recognise the tall form and deep 
>oicc of Douglas, and the no less remarkable dress and tone of 
tho page at the hosteliy of St Micliael’s 

‘1 have bc<in at too door of the page’s apartment,* said 
Douglas, ‘but ho is not there, or bo Mill not onsMcr It is fast 
boltra on tho inside, as is tho custom, and vro cannot pagg 
tlmn^h it , and Mhat his silence may bode I knoM not ’ 

‘You have trusted him too far,’ said the other— ‘n feather- 
headed coxcomb, upon nhoso changeable mmd and hot biam 
there is no making an abiding impression ’ 

‘ItMos not I Mho MMs Mdlmg to trust him,’ said Douglas; 
‘but iMas assuied be Mould proie fnendlj Mhen called upon, 
for — - Hero ho qioke so low that Roland lost tho tenor of 
Ills MOids, Mluch was the more provobng ns ho Mas fully aMara 
tho subject of then conversation 
1 1 stranger, more aloud, ‘I have on my side 

put him off intb fair words, which make fools fam, but now. 
« jou distrust him at the push, doal with him with vour 
dagger, and so moke open passage ’ 

‘That were too rash,' said Douglas , ‘and besides, os I told 
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%»ii, t1u< <lo>ir(if III HiNittuicnt i<i nhiil And bolted IviUcssay 
M^fiiu to him ' 

(ftfi'iiii in<iiiiiitly toni|m*hondi'd tbnt the ladies, hAung been 
‘<'ii)ii*hou nuidc iiuiire of Ins Iwiiig in the gulden, had accural 
till' do'ir of till' outer tixim in uliich he nsuiilly fclept, ns a sort 
of b'’ntiiit>I iiiufii th.it oiiU ttecc'S to the Queen's npurtniciits 
IS'il till'll, lio'i riiiie fntlimiii’ l^stnii to lio abroad, if the 
Qiiteii mill the iilh'‘i liidi nerehttll nilhiii theii chnmbcni, iind 
the 'ii'ii -s to iliiMii huhpfl mid l>otUd I ‘f uiil Ik. instiiitlj at 
till* liottniii Ilf tluM' lll^^tellL he H.ud, '.ttid then th.uik 
('.ilhirtiii'. if tins Ixi n ilh iJii., foi the hind use uhich she 
tshoitid Ihiiittlis to tii'iko of his duggci , thes acek me, as I 
(oiiipii'hi lid, iiti( tlies shall iint seek mo m s.iiii ’ 

Diiiii;l‘LK Ind by this timo ro-cntensl the aistlo by tlio 
sskki't, whiili IS .IS now ojien Tlic strungei utood .done in the 
,ninli>ti wnlk, Jus »inns folilisl on bis bie.ist, mid Ins cjcs (visl 
iiii]sitienil> iiji to the moon, .is if iitciising hei of betraying 
him l« the iimgiiiliLcnto of lur liistic In a inoinciit Rokiiid 
(Jreme sto<xl before him ‘A goodly night,’ he wild, ‘Mr^ 
Ctthcriin*, foi a joiiiig I.kI} to stray foith in dikgiuae, and to 
meet ailh ineinil iiimichiml.” < 

' Hush 1' md the ufrangir page— ‘hush, thou foolish p.it«h, 
«ml till us III I uord if thou mt fiieaJ or foe ’ 

'IIo« should I ho fnond to one «ho doccisos luc bs fan 
nnnl'* mid who would h<iso Douglas deal with mo with his 

twiii'mll’ iipliwl llulmid ..in 

‘The fieiiu retenc tlcoige of Douglas iind<tnco too, tlion 
lioni inmiiip nnd h-woin inaiplof’ s.nd the othci, 'wo diall 
bo discoscrcd, and then dcadi is the word ' , , 

•Calhcnno,' said the page, 'yon liiise dealt fiiUely and 
imellj with me, m«l tho moment of csplanatiou is now oomo 

licit hci It nor you sh.ill eseayio me ’ -ir i 

‘ JUlinmi " said the straiigei, '1 nm ncithci Mite wn 
C’utheiine the moon shines blight onoiigh suicly to know the 

h.ut from tin* hind ’ , . . i n,„ 

‘’rh.it sliift slwll not seise sou, f.iir mistress, said the page, 
his mg hold on the hip of die stranger’s donk, this tune, at 
li.W I will know with whom Ideal 

•rnlMiul me,' -ud she, endcnsoimiig to extniate heaMH 
from his grasii , and in .i tone wlicro niigci sefimetl to con^ud 
sMth a dc^iro to laugh, ‘Use you so littlo discietiou towarfs a 
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poM his -nolence -waft nbt unpatdoniibly oEfensire, kept hold on 
her mantle, she said, ih a sterner tone of iinmixed rcSentinebt, 
‘Madman, let me go ' there is life and death ifa this moment 
I \rauld not illingly hurt thee, and yet benaie 

As she spoke, she mode a sudden effort to escape, and m 
doing BO a pistol aiubh dio calmed m her band or aboiit her 


person aront on 

This narlikc sound instantly aaakebed the Mell-narded 
castle The ardor bloa' Ins horn, and began to toll the castle 
boll, crying out at the same time, ‘ ¥y, treason * — ^treason * cry 
all ' — cry all ' ’ 

The dppantion of Catheimc Seyton, trhich the page had let 
loose m the first moment of astonislment, vanished m doik- 
iicss, but the plash of oars uas heard, end m a second or two 
file 01 si\ harquobUsscs and a falconet \reic fired from the 
battlements of the oastle successively, os if levelled nt some 
object on the isater Confounded uith these incidents, no 
uaj foi CatJlouno’s protection (supposing hci to bo in the boat 
'nluch ho had hcaid put fiom the shoie) occurred to Boland, 
saso to hilse recourse to Gcoi^e of Douglas He hastened for 
this surposo towards the apartment of the Queen, uhcnco he 
heard loud soieea and much trampling of feet When he 
ctitorcn, ho fouud liimsclf added to d. confused and astonislicd 
group, wlildi, assembled in that apartment, stood gasang ntion 
cvich othci At the upper end of the loom stood the Queen, 
quipped as for a journey, and attended not onlv by the Lady 
fiotiung, but bjtho omiupi<«ent Catherme Seyton, dressed m 
the habit of bfct own sex, and Irearlng m hci band the casket 
m which JInty kept such jewels as she had been pemutted to 
retain At thd other end of the hall was the Lady of Locli- 
Icicn, hastily dtc^cd, us one startled from slumlwr by the 
s^den a arm, and surrounded by domestics, some bearing 
^•hes, ntliera holding naked sword^ partimns, pistda or such 

Y "P " S a night 

parties stood George d Doudas. 
on hn breast, Ins eyes bent on the ghmndJike 

to I® y®** eonhnuKrwilhng 

to ai ow, the guilt m w Inch he has heeii detected ® 


Ihmchs '' T ™>-oie^ to ms trust, aUd I am a 

Miv E, ni ”*'* *^®irest son, and it is atl I ask thee to 





322 


WAyKRIiKV NOVTM 


H IS l*n* llip ssile «f tlicse ntiimppy uomcn nntl fliw false Loj 
nJurh plotted an cvcapc w> fatal to Srollnnd, so destructire 
to tin fatlier's limiso ' 

‘Mndinn,’ said old Dt^fesdnlc, tlic Btenard, ‘tLisninchdoI 
vi\ for tilts Htll,v p (li it lie could not be acccssaiy to unlock- 
ing the doors, sinn* I imsdf this nifflit bolted him out of tlie 
<u<dle mionter iimncii tins niglit-picee, the ind'asiiaiiB in it 
accins to ime boon hnmil ' 


‘Tlioii liesl, J)nfcsdnlo,' said tbclndj, 'andvouldst throw 
till' bliuno on tli}' tniistcrV iioii'K', to sasc the nortlilcss life of 
a gip,s bo,\ ' 

* Ills do.if li wero more dcstmbio to mo tlinn Ins lifoi' ausnerod 
the steuanl, snlicid.s , 'but the truth is tlic truth ' 

At those uonis, Doiipiss raised liis head, drew iip his firare 
to Its full iioiitlit, and spoke boldly and sedately, as one uliose 
resolution uas t,iken ‘Lot no life lie endangered for mo I 
alono ' 

'I)oiigIn<v‘*-'nd the Qiiocii, iittemiptiDg him, ‘art tiioumadi 
SjvBk not, 1 cliiHTgo you ’ 

• Mad'im,' ho replied, boning nith the deepest respect, 'gladly 

nmild loboi j our commands but they must have a victii^ and 

let It lie the’ true one Yes madam,’ he continued, addressing 
the Ijidv of I/ichIcccn, 'I alone am guilty m this matter If 
the noixl of a Doughs has jet any weight with you, bebero 
mo that Ibis Iwj is innocent, and on jour conscience I eba^ 
sou, do him no mvng, nor let the Queen su/Jbr haraship for 
tmbrocmg the opportunity of freedom nhiclnsmcero Iqral^-— 
uliicli asciitimonl yet deeper — offered toherawp^ce Yes 
I luul planned the csc.ipe of the roost beautiful, the roost 
sccutcil of women, and far from regretting that I, Iot a whi^ 
deceivrf the midioo of her enemies, I gloiy m it, and am most 
willing to yield up life itself m her cause ^ 

' Now, aui} God base compassion on mv “p' 
of Ty^ktcm, ■«rf “ Sw to 


xaat 0 ancient house of Lochlosen, famed so long tm 

l«mo"d was the hour which brought the deceiver 

™*1^J?'aotTO,mirfMn,*i«pljedJiargnui^, 

to. toi, 

of women ’ 
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‘Douglas,’ said the Queen, ‘must I at thu. moment— ay, even 
at this moment, vhcn I may lose a faithful subject for ever — 
ehido thee for forgetting what is due to me as thy queen 1 ' 

‘ Wretched boy,’ said tlio distracted Lady of Lodilevcn, ‘ hast 
thou fallen oven thus far mto the snare of this Moabitish vromani 
— thou bartered thy name, thy allegiance, thy knightly 
oath, thy duty to thy parents, thy country, and thy God, for 
a feigned tear, or a sickly smile, from lips which flattered the 
infir m Francis— lured to death the idiot Damley — rend luscious 
poetry with the minion Chastelar — ^mingled in the lays of love 
which were sung by the beggar Bissio — and which were joined 
in rapture to those of the foul and hceutioiis Bothu ell 1 ’ 
'Blaspheme not, madam >’ said Douglas, 'nor you, fau 
Queen, and virtuous as fair, chide at this moment the presump- 
tion of ihy vaaral > ^mk not that the meie devotion of a 
subject could have moved me to the part I have been perform- 
ing Well you deserve that each of yoiu lieges should die for 
you, but I have done more — ^iiave done that to which love 
alone could compel a Douglas 1 have dissembled Farewell, 
then, queen of all hearts, and empress of that of Douglas! 
When you are freed from this vile bondage — ns freed you shall 
be, if justice remains in Heaven — and when you load with 
honours and titles the happy man who shall deliver you, cast 
one thought on him whose heart would have despsed eveiy 
reward foi a kiss of your hand — cast one thought on his fidelity, 
and drop one teai on his grave ’ And throwmg himself at her 
feet, he seized hta hand, and pressed it to his lips 

'This befoio my face < ’ evclaimed the Lady of Lochleven — 
'writ thou court &y adulterous paramour before the eyes of a 
parent 1 Tear them asunder, and put him imder stnet ward * 
Seize him, upon your lives < ’ she added, seemg t^t her attend- 
ants looked on caifii othei with hesitation 

‘They aie doubtful,’ said Maiy ‘Save thyself, Douglas, I 
command thee ’ ’ 

He started up from the floor, and only evclaimmg, 'My 
life 01 death are yours, and at yom di^sal'’ drew his 
sword, and broke through those who stood betwixt hun and 
the door The enthusiasm of his onset was too sudden and 
too lively to have been resisted by anything short of the most 
decided iqiposition, and as ho was both loved and feared by 
hiB fathei^s vassals, none of them would oSer bum any actual 
mjuiy 

The Lady of Lochleven stood astonished at his sudden 
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*Aii) I hiimiiiivim!,' ftlic *b} traitors? Upon 
limi, iilliiiiis' — M.'ib, cut hiin iWni* 

' Jb' ( ininit !< iii' Itii* t-lftiiil, inmlniii,’ «.iirl Dzj’fc&dalc, Jnte^ 
fiTiii„'' ‘ 1 li*ni‘ till* 1 f} of tlin bott>Lhniii ' 

IJiit luii nr tliii't' tliu^c n]in ininitlwl fiom ciinosity 

nr of tlirit iiiihIu'-'i cjcib'intud fmm bclon, tbnt he 

h III 111111*-) tf inln ih>> Hkc 

'IJr-n** Jl)iiit»lii» «<ill " (•ttlniiiiMl the Queen ‘ 0 , tnic and 
indtlo Iwail, ilmi |Hvfc« dritli to iiiijinsoiwiicnt • ' 

* I'iii' iipiii liiru *' Kipi the of Lochlcecii ‘i/ there bo 
iiriv .1 tnic M*n.titl nf his Jhlhcr, kl liim shoot the niiiiigate 
ill I'l. niul lot the hike onoi niir (111.11110 *’ 

'J'Jk* i<*}K(it <if <1 fiiiM nr Inn «.«> hc.iid, hut ihoj trere prob- 
•ibh sh<»t iiillii*r In oIh'i the kidi thin \uth anj purpose of 
liitihi;; the iiwiik, niid li'iiidil iiniiicdi'itelj cutonnp, •Bid that 
Minor t{ot)rjro had 1(0011 likoii up by a boit fioin the eiatlc, 
nhioh lay at n little distance 

' \I*i!i n hiiae 'iiid puriiio thorn •’ s,iid the Indv 
Mtiu’io quite 1.1111,’ s,iid Ifcimhil M)i this time they are 
h’llf'uay t)i slaue, mil a chiml has cmiio oicr the moon ' 

'And 1 ns iho ti 11(01 then cscifitflf’ Mid the lady, pre* 4 mg 

horlrinds igunst her forelwid luth a gesfureof dcsp.iir, ‘the 

himniir of our house is foi eier pone, and all will be deemed 
ncLnmiillus 111 tins bise Ireachciy ” 

■Lidi of Lnclileieii,’ siid 3 Ian, adiancing tonards li^ 

« VMi h.nc this iiipht cut oil nil f.orcit hopes ,ion hnio turned 
nn espeelcil ficcdom into bondage, and d.ishcd away the cup 
of io\ in the ven instant I w.ib ndiancing it tomj bps. and 
set I feel for \our ‘orrow the pity that you deny to mine 
(Jhidh would I comfort you if I might, but us 1 may not, I 
MiniW at least part fimn you in chanty 

•Awai, THOud woman '’said the I.idv, ‘iiho cier faicw so 
well ns tlion to deal the deepest wounds nndet 
kindness and comtesr ? M’ho, since tho great tmitoi, could 

eaci so lielnrt with a kiss?’ , rv 4.i,,s 

‘I.idy Douglas of laitUeien,’ said tbc Queen, in tins 

inomcnl tlion ciust not ofiend me-m^ not oion by ^ 
;.d unwomanly lanpnapc, heW to me in he Ff 
and aim«l mtiiners I liase tins 

Miember of the bouse of Lochlcscn as to cancel wtotci or iu> 

nHstn*ss cm do 01 -ay m the w ddness of ^"i^Mcveu, 
■M*o .ire boimden to yon, PJiuccs^ said Lady 
putting a strong constraint on hcisclf, and passing from 
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tione of Yiolence to tliat of Mtei irony, ‘oui poor house hath 
hcen hut seldom giaced unth royal smiles, and ynll hardly, ii^’ith 
my choice, exchange their lOUgh honesty foi such court honour 
ns ]Mary of Scotland has norr to bcbtoii ’ 

‘They,’ lephedhlaiy, ‘nho knew so well how to take may 
think themseWes excused from the obligation implied in rceeix- 
ing And that I have now little to offci is tlio fault of the 
Douglasses and then allies ’ 

‘Feai nothing, madam,’ rephed the Lady of Lochleven, in 
the same bittei tone, ‘you letain on exchequer which neither 
your own prodigality can dram nor your ofTended country dc- 
pnve you of While you have fau words and delusive smiles 
at command, you need no other bnbes to lure youth to folly ’ 
The Queen cast a not ungratifled glance on a large minor, 
which, lianging on one side of the apartment, and lUnminated 
by the toich^ight, lefiected her beautiful face and person 
‘Our hostess grows complaisant,' she said, ‘my Fleming, we 
had not thought that gnef and captivity had left us so well 
stored with that soit of wealth which ladies prize most deaily ’ 
*Youi Grace will dnve this severe woman fmntio,’ said 
Flqpaing, in a low tone ‘On my knees I implore you to 
remember she is already dreadfully offended, and that wo are 
in her powci ’ 

‘1 will not spore hei, Fleming,’ answeied tlio Queen , ‘it is 
against my nature She returned my honest sympathy with 
insult and ahuse, and I will gall her in return If her words 
aio too blunt f« answer, let her use her poniard if she dare i ’ 
‘^ 0 Lady Loohleven,’ said the Lady Flemmg aloud, ‘would 
surely do well now to withdraw and to leave her Grace to 
repose’ 

‘ Ay,’ leplied the lady, ‘ or to leave her Grace and her Grace’s 
tninions to tbmk what siUy fly they may next wrap their meshes 
about My oldest son is a widower — were be not moie worthy 
the uattoimg liopes with which yon have seduced his brother 
[son]? Tiui^tlie yoke of mamago has been aheady thnee fitted 
on, but the Church of Borne calls it a sacrament, and its votaries 
may ue^ it one m which they cannot too often participate’ 
And the votaries of the Ohuich of Geneva,' replied hlary, 
coiommg wi^ indignation, las they deem mainage no sacra- 
ment, me mid at times to dispense with the holy ceremony’ 
Ihon, ns if nfmid of the consequenoes of this home allusion 
to the ortors M Lady LocUeven’s early life, the Queen added, 
Lome, vay Flenung we gmoo her too much by this alteica- 
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turn e mil to our sleeping-apaitment If she \rould disturb 
us Again to-mght, she must cause tlie door to be forced ’ So 
sa} iiig, she retired to her bedroom, folloired by her tno iromen 
Lady LochleMm, stunned as it ircre by this last sarcasm, and 
not tho less deeply incensed that she h^ drawn it upon herKlf, 
ronuuned like a statue on the spot which she had occupied when 
she rcceiied on affront so flagrant Lxyfesdale and fiandal 
endeavoured to rouse her to recollection by quesbons. 

'What IS jour honouroble ladyship’s pleasure in the 
promises f* 

'Shall we not double the scntmels, and place one upon the 
boats and anothci in the garden t’ said Randal 

'TFould you that despatches were sent to Sir TViUiam at 
Rdinbui]^ to acquaint him with what has happened?’ de- 
manded Dryfesdalo , 'and ought not the place of Sinross to be 
alarmed, lest there be force upon the shores of the lake?’ 

'Do all as thou wilt,’ said the lady, odUectmg hersd^ and 
about to depui; ‘Ihou host the name of a good soldier, 
Diyfesdale, oil precautions S;icied Heaven ' thnti shoiild 
bo thus openly msnltcd I* 

'Would it bo your pleasure’ said Dryfesdol^ besitabng, 
‘that this pon^n— this lady— be more severely restiamed?’ 

'No, vassal*’ answered the Indy, indignantly, 'myrovei^ 
stoops not to so low a gratifioation But I will have more worthy 
vongoaucc, or the tomb of my ancestors shaD cover my Mamo 

'^d you Shull have it, madam,’ rephed Diyfesdalo Ere 
two suns go down, you shall teim jourself amifiy reionged. 

The lady made no answ er, perhaps did not bear bis wot% 
as she piesontly left the apartment By the commoud of 
Dryfesdale, the rest of the attendants were dismi^, rome to 
do the duty of guard, others to their repose ’The rteyrd 
himself lernained after they had all departed, 

Gtmme, who was alone in the apartmenti was 

the Sd soldier advance towards him ™ f 

diahty than he had evei before assumed to hnn, but wbidi sat 

ill on hiB scowling features , 

is seem^3i to me i»^ 
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ihoa didst make to detain the companion of tbe perfidy of him 
nho IB no longer n’orthy to be oalled by his father’s name, bnt 
must bo cat off from his house like a rotten branch I tras just 
about to come to thy assistance when the pistol vrent off, and 
the warder — a false knave, whom 1 suspect to be bnbed for the 
nonce — saw himself forced to give the alam, which, perchance, 
till then ho hud wilfully withheld To atone, therefore, for my 
injustice touaids you, 1 would willingly render you a courtesy, 
if you would accept of it from my hands ’ 

'May I first crave to know what it isl’ rephed the page 
'Simply to cany the news of this dhsoovery to Holyrood, 
wheie thou mayst do thyself much gmoe, as weu with the Earl 
of Morton and the Eegent himself as with Sir William Douglas, 
seeing thou hast seen the mattm fiom end to end, and borne 
faithful part theiein The making thme own fortune will be 
thus lodged lu thme own hand, when I trust thou wilt cstmnge 
thyself from foolish vanities, and learn to walk m this world as 
one who thinks upon the n^ ’ 

‘Snr steward,’ said Boland Gneme, ‘I thank you for your 
rourtesy, but I may not do your errand I pass that I nm tho 
Queen’s sworn servant, and may not be of counsel against her. 

settmg this opart, methinks it wore a bad road to Sir 
William of Lochlcven’s favonr to be the first to toll him of his 
sous defection, neither would the Bogent be over well pleased 
to hm the mfidebly of hia vassal, nor Morton to learn tho 
lalsobooQ of his ’ 


Dm soid'the steward, making that inarticulate sound 
wmoh erprossos surprise mmgled with disrfeasure ‘Nav 
then, mu fly where ye list, for, giddy-pated as yc may bl 
you know how to bear you lu the woild? ^ ^ ^ 

' I will show you my system is less selfish than ye thmk 
for, said the pi^ , ‘for I hold truth and mirth to be better 
^ gravity and cunmng-ay, and m the end to be a match 

at tlua moment I know yon will give me no real confidence, 
Md I am xosolved to accept no false protestations as current 
Besumo your old wurso suspect me as much andSih 
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‘He cannot commit treaohoiy who lefasos tinst^’eaid tiio 
pagCj 'and foi my head, it etimds os seonioly on mme pitn 
shouldoie as on any tmiet that cm nutbpn hmit' 

'Fdtowell, thou piatiiig and speckled pic^‘ said Diyfcsdalc, 
‘tlut ait BQ vam of thmo idle tpnguo and Toiiegat^ co!)ti 
Bcimo tiup and hmo-twig ’ 

‘And fine thee ivcll, thou lioaraa dd mien,’ answoicd the 
p<igc, ‘tliy solemn flight, enhie hno, and deep cionk aic no 
ohaiina against hud-holt oi hail-shot^ and that tlioi} mayst find 
It IS oppn liar hotwivt ua, each foi the canso of our misticss, 
and God show the light < ’ 

‘Amen, and defend His oun people I ' said the stonaid ‘I 
inll let my nusticss know what addition thou hast modo to 
this mess of tiaitois Good-iiight, Mopsieui Fcatheipnte’ 

'Good-night, Soignoi So\)eis%,’ lephcd tho page, and, 
when tho oM man depoitcd, ho betook mmsplf to lest 
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Pmoi'd— ill Hud ' dead, fotsook, cut off ' 

KtnsJolm 


I(mm, hotcerer mngli he might tcish that the plm foi Maty’s 
escape had been petfected, I questum if he over atroke \iith 
moio pleasing fedmgs tkn oq the morumg after Gooige 
DougWa plan foi accomphshmg hei detiverance had hem 
fniteted In the first ptaee, he had the clearest couyictian 
that he had misundentood the innuendo of the ahhot, and 
that the afiections of Douglas irere flted, not on Cathenno 
Sejton, but on the Queen , and in the soeoud place, horn the 
BOit of evplanation mtuch had taken place betnixt the stenaid 
and him, he felt hunseU at liberty, uitiiout any bleach of 
honour tonaids tho family of Lccbleven, to contribute ks best 
aid to any scheme uhich should in futuie be formed for tho 
Queen’s escape , and, mdependontly of the good^iill sphich he 
himself had to the eeterpnse, he knetr be could find no snier 
lood to the favoui of Catherine Scyton He noy sought but 
an oppoitumty to mfoim hot that he had dedicat^ himself to 
this task, and fortune was propitious in nfiindmg km one 
Tfkoh teas unusually favourable 
At the ordmmy hour d breakfast, it tras rntpoduced by tho 
steward with ks usual forms, who, os soon os it was placed on 
the board m the inner apartment, mid to Roland Gtfeme, with 
a ghiM (rf saieastio nnpott, ‘I leave you, my young su, to do 
too office of seiw, it has been top long rendeied to toe ladv 
0"® belonging to toe house of Ponglas ’ 

^ 

sai^oland, toe office Tjeie an honour tp km ’ 

busied kmeelt, as rac engaged m a labanr of Icve, to 
mutate, as well as he could, the grace and courtesy withw^ml. 
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Gcoige of Douglas was ^vont to render his ceremonial service 
at meals to the Queen of Scotland Theie was more than 
youthful Yamty, there was a generous devotion, m the feeling 
with which ho took up the task, as a brnre soldiei assumes the 
lilaoe of a comrade who has fallen m the front of battle 'lorn 
now,’ he aaid, ‘then only champion, and, come weal, come 
woe, 1 will be, to the bert of my skill and power, as laithfn], 
as tiustwoithy, as brave, os any Douglas of them all could 
have been ' 

At this moment Catheime Ssyton entered alone, contrary to 
her custom, and not leas contoaiy to her custon^ aha entered 
with hei keichief at hei eyes Boland Ghmme approached her 
ivith beating heart and with downcast eyes, and o^ed hei m a 
low and hesitatmg voice whether the Queen were well 

'Can you suppose it}’ said Catherme, ‘thmk you her 
heart and body oie framed of steel and non, to endure tlio 
cruel disappomtment of yestereven, and the utfamons taunts 
of yonder Pmitamo hag? Would to God that I were a man, 
to Old her more efiectu^y i ’ 

‘H those who carry pistols, and batons and ponuuds,’ said 
the pag^ ‘are not men, they are at least Amazon^ and tlmt 

IS as formidable ’ , , , 

'You are welcome to the flash of your witj air,’ iqrlicd the 
, ‘I am neither m apinta to enjoy m to reply to it’ 
‘Well, then,’ sard the page, ‘list to mo rn all senous truth 
AnH, first, lot me say, that the gear last night had been smoother 

hod you taken me mto your counsels ’ ' 

‘And so we meant, but who could have guessed that Mastei 

Page should choose to pass all night m the garden, hto 
moon-etncken kniglit m a Spanish i-oman^ mstcad of 
m his bedroom, when Douglas came to hold communicatron 

^*^^d '^y°’^d°i^ pflS‘5, ‘defer to so late a momonb so 

pardon— the rurturol impetuosity and ^^eu^f ^ 
ton, made ns dread to entrust you with a secret of such con 

a»tSkS<nml-'why«l ttato. ™, 

had the misfortune to mour so much ^ to 
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magnammouB, and ansvrer yovir questton Enov, then, otir 
icnson for trasting you 'vras t\rofold In the first place, 'ws 
coidd scarce avoid it, since yon slept m the room thiough 

vrhi(^ lie hod to pass In the second place ’ 

‘Nay,* said Ihe page, 'you may dispense uith a second 
icason, when the first i^es pnr confidence m me a case of 


MiGaoayj 

' Good now, hold thy peace,’ said Cathenne ‘ In the second 
place, as I said before^ theie is one foohsh person among us 
who bdicTcs that Roland Gneme’s heart is worm, though his 
hood IS giddy, that his blood is pure, thou^itboilstoohastdy, 
and that his fiuth and honour are true as the loadstar, though 
his tongue sometimes is far less than ^scieet ’ 

This avowal Cathenne repeated m a low tone, with her eyes 
fixed on the floor, as if she dumned the glance of 'Rnin.nfl while 
she sulTeied it to escape her bps ‘And this sm^e friend,’ 
evclaimed the youth in rapture — ‘this only one who would do 
pistioo to tlie pool Roland Grasme, and whose own generous 
heart taught her to distmguish between foUies of the bram and 
fiiulte of the heart — wdl you not tell me, dearest Catherine^ 
w grateful, my most heartfdt thanks?’ 

Nay, said Cathenne, with her eyes stiU fixed on the eiound, 
u your own heart tdl you not—-’ 

‘Dearest Cathenne i ’ said the page, seizing upon her hand, 
and Kneeling on one knee 

‘If jour OTO h^ I say, teU you not,’ said Cathenne, 

Ik! ungrateful, for smeo 
the maternal kmdncss of the Lady Fleming——’ 

on hBfeet ‘By Heaven, Cathenne, your 
^CTOwears as many disgmses as your person' Butyra^y 
moj mo, ct^ girl You know the Lady Flemmg has no 
more legaid foi ony one than Iiath the forlmn pnne^ who ra 

wrought into yonder piece of oldM eouxt-toS ^ ” 

apaxk Seyton, ‘butySu^d not 

heradf’ ^ ®o—uot that of Queen Maiy 

tal, to Qate™,. a,e pag,, 
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damp my ardoui, nhon I nm deroting myself, body and soul, 
to too cauoo of joiir xnistzcss V 

‘It 18 betauso m doing so,’ said Cathenne, ‘you dobaso a 
cause so Doblc by iiainiug along with it any Ion or or more 
selfish motira Boliere me,’ she said, \nth kmdimg eyes, and 
uhilo the blood mantled on hei olieek, ‘they think rilely and 
falsely of 'nonicn — I mean of those who deserve the name — who 
deem that they love the giatification of their vamty, or the 
mean pmposo of ongiossing a lo^oi’s odnuiation and affection, 
bettoi than they love tho vii tne and houoiu of the man thi^ 
may bo brought to piofer He that serves his religion, his 
piiuco, and his country with ardom and dorotion qecd not 
2)lcad lus cause with the commonplace rant of romantic passion 
tho woman whom he honours with lus love becomes his debtor, 
and hoi oorrcsponding affection is engaged to repay his glonons 
toil ’ 


‘Ton hold a glonous piize foi snob toil,’ said tho youth, 
bonding his eyes on her with enthusiasm 

‘Only a heart which knows hpn to value it,’ stud Cathenne 
‘He that should flee this izijmed princess fknn these dungeon^ 
and sot her at libeity among hei loyid and woilike nohlei^ w^oso 
hoarts are huramg to wroloome hei — wheio is the maiden m 
Scotland whom the love of suoh a hero would not honour, were 
she apiung from the blood lojol of the land, and he the ofikpnng 
of the pooicst cottagei that ever held a plough I ’ 

‘I am dptermip^,’ said Boland, ‘to take the adventure 
Toll me first, however, fair CSithenne, and speak it as if you 
weie confessmg to the pnest — ^this poor Queen, I know she is 
unhappy — ^but, Cathenne, do you hidd her mnoceutl She is 
accused of murder ’ 

‘Do I hold the lamb guilty, because it is assailed by tho 
wolff’ answered Cathenne. ‘Do I hold yonder sun polluted, 
because an earth-damp snlhea his beams)’ 

The page sighed and looked down ‘Would my conviobon 
wore as deep as thme’ But one thing is (dear, that m this 
captiviby she hath vwJi® She rendered herself up on a capitu- 
lation, and the terms liavo been refused her I will embrace 
her qnunel to the death i ' 

‘Will you— will you, mdeed?’ said Cathenne, taking his 
Wnnit in hei turn ‘0 be but firm m mind, as thou art bold m 
deed and qmok m lesolution , keep but tl^rphgh^ fMth, and 
oftoi ages shall honour thee as tho saviour of Scouand 

‘But when I have toiled auccessfolly to wm mat Leah, 
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hodour, tiiou \nli> not, mj Catherine,* said the page, ‘condemn 
me to a now teem of service for that Bachel, love f ’ 

'Of that,’ said Catheiine, ogam extricating her hand from 
his grasp, shtill hal'e flUl time to speak, but honour is the 
elder sistm, and must he ^^on the first ’ 

' I may nob in her,’ ansn eied the page ; ' hut I will venturo 
failly fot het, and man can do no moie And know, fair 
Catherine — ^fot ydu shall see fhe i-ery seciet thought of iny 
heart — ^that not honour only, nob only that other and fairei 
sister, whom you frowli on me for so much aS mentioning, but 
the stein commands of duty also, compel me to aid thb Queen’s 
dehveiance ’ 

'Indeed ’’ said Cathenne; 'you were wont to have doubts 
on that matter ’ 

‘Ay, but her life was not then thleahmed,’ rephed Boland 
'And' IS it now moie endangeied than heietofoiel’ asked 
Catherine ^yton, m amious terroi 

‘Be not alarmed,’ said the page, ‘but you heard the terms 
on which yoiir i oyol mistress part^ u ith the Lady of Lochleven t * 
‘Too uell — ^but too well,’ said Catherine, ‘alas' that she 
canjiot rule hei princely lescntmcnt, and icfiain from euconn- 
teis like these < ’ 

‘That hath passed bctuixt them,’ said Roland, ‘foi uhich 
woman nevci forgives uoman I saw the lady’s brow turn 
pole, and then black, uhen, before all the mensie, and m her 
moment of power, the Queen humbled hei to the dust by tavmg 
her with hei slIimD And I heard the oath of deadly lesent- 
meht and revenge which she muttered m the eai of one uho, 
l^' his answer, uill, I judge, be bub too ready an exebutionei of 
hcruill’ 

‘You tomfy me,’ said Catherine 

‘Do hot so take it, caQ up the masculine patt of your ^nt, 
ue will counteraob aud defeat her plans, be they dangerous 
as they may 1Vhy do you look upon me thus, and weqi f ’ 
'Alas I’ said Cathenne, ‘because you stand there before me 
a living and bteatilmg moll, m all the adventurous glow aud 
cntcrpnsb of youth, yet still possessing the frolic spints of 
childhood — ^thcro you stand full alike of generous ehterpnsd 
and childish iecklcssness , and if to-^y, to-moiiow, oi some Such 
brief space, yoU ho a mangled and lifeless corpse upon the flooi 
of these hateful dungeons, uho but Catherine Seyton will he 
the cause of your btaVe and gay career being broken short as 
you start &mn the goal ? Alas ' she whom you have ChOsen 
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sbroud >’ 


‘And be It so^ Catbenne^* said the pag^ in the full glon of 
youthfnl enthusiasm, 'and do thou work my shroud' and if 
thou grace it uith sn^ tears os fidl now at the thought^ it will 
hononi my romams more than an earlb mantle would myhnng 
body But shame on this fiimtness of heart ' the tune craTes 
n firmer mood Bo a woman, Catherine, or rather be a man, 
thou canst be a man if thou wilt.' 

Cathenuo dned her tear^ and endearonrad to smile 
'You must not ask me,’^e said, ‘about that which so mu<di 
disturbs your inmd, you shall know all m time — nay, you diould 

hnon' afl now, but that Hush ' heie comes &e Queen ’ 

hlary entcrad from hci apartment, paler than usual, and 
apparently mJiausted by a sleepless nighi^ and hy the painftil 
thoughts which had ill supphed the place of repose , yet the 
languor of her looks was so far from impamng her beanty that 
it only substituted the frail delicacy of the lovely woman for 
the majestic grace of the Queen Contraiy to her wont, h® 
toilette had l^n veiy hastily despatched, and her han, which 
was usually diessed by Jjady Fleming aith great care, escapii^ 
from beneath the hcad-tiro^ which bad been hastily adjusted, 
fell, in long and luiunant tresses of nature’s own curlmg, oyiw 
a neck and bosom which were somewhat less carefully veiled 
than usual ^ ^ 


hastily diying her tears, ran to mert hra royri 

haTing first kneeled at her feet and kissed her hand, mstant^ 

rose, ^ placing herself on the othei side of the Queen, seemed 

an-aous toiv3o with the Lady Fleming fte ^ 

porting and assisting her The page, on his pa^ 

and put in order the chair of state, which 

and Wng placed the cushion and for her a^- 

modat!on,%4pe'* ready for 

place usually occupied by his pr^eoessOT, * remark 

Afarv’s eve rested an mstant on bun, and could not hutrernarK 

w» not 

as S S herself h^ m her chaw, and put the kerduef to 
her eyes 
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‘Yes, gmi^s madam,’ said assuming a cheerful 

maimer, m order to cheer her Kivereign, ‘ our gallant knight is 
indeed banirficd — ^the adventure iras not reserved foi him , hut 
he has left hehmd him a youthful esqmre as much devoid to 
your Grace’s service, and uho, by m^ makes yon tender of his 
hand and swoid ’ 

‘If they may m aught avail your Grace,’ said Roland 
Grasme, bowmg profoundly 

‘ Alas < ’ said the Queen, ‘what needs this, Cathenne 1— why 
prepare new victims to be involved m, and overwhelmed by, my 
cruel fortune 1 Were we not better cease to struggle, and our- 
selves sink m Gie tide without further resistance, than thus 
drag into destruction with ns eveiy generons heart which makes 
an effint in our favour 1 I have had but too much of plot and 
mtngns around me, smee 1 was stretched an orphan child in 
my very cradle^ wMe contending nobles strove whudi should 
nue m the name of the unconscious innocent Sutdy time it 
were that all this busy and most dangerous cod should end 
Let me call my prison a convent, and my aednsion a voluntary 
sequestiatian of myself fiom the world and its ways ' ’ 

‘Speak not thus, madam, before your faithful servantei’Baid 
Cathenne, ‘to discoutage their zeal at once and to break them 
hearts Daughter of kings, be not m this hour so luikmgly 
Com^ Roland, and let us, the youngest of her follower^ show 
Olives w<^y of hei cause let ns kneel before her footstool 
and mplon hei to be hei own magnanimous self ’ And lead- 
mg Holrad Grame to the Queen’s seat, they bolh kneeled down 
hrfiM W Mary raiaed herself m her chair, and sat erect, 

1^*1 *e elustonng looks which sta^ the 

higb^mted Cathenne. 
she said, for so m fondness she often 
colled W young attendant, ‘that you should thus desperatclv 
^ mth 1 ^ unhappy fate the fortune of your yomM^ves^ 
Are they not a lovely couple, my Flemmgf and is ft mi he«n+ 
-reni^ to ^ that I murt be them nil’ 

looimg upward- 

P-»« 
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n!ii* 'tlthwl. 'Tlioti J.inrtri"><, my fn''ntl, whcliior to 

j’jtij iW r}''i Jkw */rtwl ttii linppy tip* mil pirrMaiy h 
fiiitiinitp Wh'.n I Jmc hicti tt'lKikrd bj tbo Ktcm 

r>ri‘ K'lfi H of l!ii' t’lMtiKfic lKrt‘-t, «lif n J Jmw fccii the flerte 
I •>ii)it< ij " <>r lor Doblo .txitA] fniffl lilt', iim it not liccii 
J mil-] (ii'ibo h'tniib i ])l/.»iins of tFio youn(: nnd 
f." ly, itii't, 1 »t)i< r hr flu * iti* of lliwr Ji }i>jmte-s ilnn m o»n, 
livi' iiittuli''! in til' tiw qne, the nmt'. oMho thncp, trjtli the 
jiiiith Ilf ii« Ji«.i< ‘Ii'Jil ? \\<*11, I repent not of it thongli 
Ki'ii liiHH'i it 'III, iiii'I Morfrtii ilr/ri'l*tti')ii I niu happy, 
III I 11 ) 1.11 I bippiiK ^ annniil tiie, atid «oc licUdc the 
r reti lii*l ji nhiiiiy iJiat nil Mtrut {milt out of the rKcrilow- 
iiiSi Ilf ii« n.i;riianli 1 frMrt\ I Fleiiiinj:, if «o nro rcitoml to 
our t'ltii’ii' -lull «f‘ lint !i«i' one lih tilt omednj atnUjthc- 
>».inK l.n.liil. Ilf t Ill'll « I mtist non li'iinu neither the liiiile nor 
the bii‘li'^)''‘‘‘'ii f Hill til'll bndi siro'im «-Inll 1 m\c the Iwronj 
of Htilr,:i)nne, u f.ur fttft «ut) hr u queen to{tne, nml that 
lira!' 'i th’ph-t •■hiU fx" fwniiJ “Itli the fmic'.t jie-irK tlmteicr 
Mere fouti'l HI till' depths of l<xh Lonioml and tliou thyself, 
Mirs nuiMHif, the bed dre'-er of fires that cicr busked tlio 
,,f ,i <iUM>n sft'l nlio uonW fom to fouth those of snj 
ninn’,n I«n<r wjk— thmi th.wlf fchiiH, hr nn loro, tnino 
(hem Into tin bride'* flexes J/irik, iiiy Flimiiv, siippow 
tliini sill'll f lo'tereil IwKs rs tho'cof our C.ithcmuv thoynould 
Mnl Tint -lialilO HlKill tin sLil! ’ , a , i , 

•v) » mil", she ti is>.(,d litr hand fondh* osor the hcau of her 
MUithfid fas mint'', nhde hir luorcaKfd attendnut replied div 
ntlv, ‘ Alas ' iii'idiiiii. tour llwuphts Ftrsn far 
•Thej dn, m\ 1 louuii",’ 'ud the (;uccn , 1ml is il n ell or 
kiu'l in snu 'ooll them bickt God knon«, theyh.ne Wtje 
iicah tins iiiuhl but too clo el^ Come, 1 ^1*7 

uMnii, were il but to pmu-h them kes, nt that 
bn.IalMftn hcr-clf sImH f««I»!t the weight of 
tod of Biale, and herself onte inorc load a mrasurc At siliMe 
nwldni!* was U fliat rrc last danced, inj Fleming f I 

rumember , fhoii not aid nief I Knots thou canil 
‘ Alas ' nwd'iMi,' replied the ladj — — 

to tell hir svhero the led the laet Inanle 
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With a faco deadly pale, and a mien os if she were about to 
sink into tho earth, tlic coartAircd dome, no longer daring to 
refuse obedience, faltered out — ‘Gmcioub lady — ^if my memory 
cix not — ^it was at a masque m Holyrood— at the mniriage of 
Sebastian ’ 

The unhappy Queen, who had hitlimto listened with a melan- 
choly smde, proToked by tho reluctance arith uhich tlie Lady 
Iflcmuig brought out her story, at this ill-fntcd word intcmiptcd 
hci with a slinek so wild and loud that tho vaulted apartment 
rang, and botli Boland and Cathenno sprung to tlicir feet m 
the utmost tenor and alarm Mcantunc, hlary seemed, by tho 
tram of homblc ideas thus suddenly excited, surpnsed not only 
bej’ond self-command, but foi the moment beyond the verge of 
leoson 

‘Traitress’’ she said to tho Lady Fleming, ‘thou wrouldst 
day thy sovereign Call my Fiendi guaids — & mm I — & moi ' 
met FranfOM / lam beset w ith traitors m mmc own palace — 
they have murdcicd my husband Bcscuo ' — ^rescue ' for tho 
Queen of Scotland’’ She started up from hci obair, her 
features, late so exquisitely lovely m their paleness, now in- 
flamed with die fury of frensy, and resembling those of a 
BollSna ‘Wo will take tho field ourself,’ she said, ‘warn tho 
city — ^waru Lothian and Fife — saddle our Spanish barb — and 
bid French Fans see our potrond be charged ’ Better to die 
at tho head of our bravo Scotsmen, like our grandfather at 
Floddon, than of a broken heart, like our ill-starred father ' ’ 
‘Bo pationt-Jbo composed, dearest sovereign’’ said Cathe- 
nne , and then addrossmg Lady Flemmg angnly, she added, 
‘ How could you say aught that remmded her d her husband ! ’ 
The word reached the ear of the unhappy prmcoss, who 
caught it up, speakmg with great rapidity ‘ Husband ■ — ^wliat 
husband 1 Hot his most Clmstian Majesty , he is ill at ease — 
he cannot mount on horseback Not him d Uic Lennox , but 
it was the Duke of Orkn^ thou wouldst say ’ 

‘ For God’s love, madam, be patient ’ ’ said the Lady Flemmg 
But the Queen’s excited imagination could by no entreaty 
be diverted from its course ‘Bid him come hither to our aid,’ 
she said, 'and bring with him his lombs^ as he calls them — 
Bowton, Hay of Tallo, Block Omuston, and bis kinsman Hob 
Fie’ how swart they ore, and how they smell of sulphur’ 
What’ closeted with Morton f Nay, if the Douglas and the 
Hepburn hatch, the complot together, the bud, when it breaks 
the shell, will scare Scotiand Wdl it not, my Flemmgl ’ 
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'She gidvls Tkilder o&d vddeij’sdid HeJilingj 'IkoUdvb too 
many heaier^ fbr these etningti trordS ’ 

'Solaud/ said Gathoiifae, 'lu tho iudtid of God, bcgotio ' Yob 
banhot aid us heie Lears ils to deal tnth hel oloue Awd} — 
aiiay >’ 

She thrust him to the dooi of the aute-ioom , jet even \rhcn 
he had entered that ft^Klrttnbht bbd shift the dbor, ho could 
still heal the Queen talk in a loud and detenhiUbd tone, ds if 
giving forth orders, until at length the lolbe died dTtdy ih a 
feeble ahd continued lanientdtiOb 

At this ciisis Cathenne entered the anth-lootn ‘Bo hot too 
aimoua,’ she sdid, *thb onas is Hott over, but keep the doot 
hist — ^Ict no bne entei Until she is moic composed ’ 

‘In the name of God, what does this mean <* said the wgo, 
‘ol What wds theie m the Lady Hemmg's irords to oxdte so 
wild d tradsntntf’ 

‘d the LadJ’ FleUiiUg— the Lady Fleming,’ said Cdthbnn^ 
the irords impatiently — ‘the Lady Fleming is a fail 
she lores hdl mlstlbMi yei knoivs sO little hou W express hte 
love that, wete the Queen to ask hei for xely poison, she neuld 
deem It a pomt Of duty not to lesist her oommbnds I gMld 
Have tom W Stttiohed hend-tue ftUra hm foimdl head The 
Queen dhould Inlve as SooU had the heart Out of my body as 
the h ord “ Sebastian ” out of fay hpS That ft at pmoe Of ti Saved 
tapfestiy should he a woman, and yet not have wit enough to 

And what lilasthis stoiy bf Behastianr sdH the page ‘By 
Heaven, bafteimc, you ate all nddles alike ' 

‘You arb is gieatafool oS FlbUniig,’ l^tum^ 

‘Kuow ye not, that on the night of Hcnty Darhlty^ 

abseUbe waS owing to her ‘‘ttebdiUg bn a ^hb^ 
siven Hr Her to gntee the flumage of this Same SeUasttau, w 
himself a favoui^setinbli mwnBd oUb of hbrfemalo attendants, 

‘1 Tvonder tint at hei pa^iou, 

hut Hfal? fadrtS by what 

.aSsir.? a& g ■¥ 

if great dnd violent ^ enunon, 

„^Ory,andSpmdaofaud,l*eftbt^ 
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mdam, lint suuply.to cool my lesonimont cgmnet that uumse 
Lady hloming, mdh I think hath norr somewhat abated, w 
that I shall cudnie her piesouco mthent any dosiro to damage 
either hei eareh oi Toaqume Meauvrhui^ keep fast that 
door I irould not foi my life that any of these herotics saw 
her m the unhappy state which, kionght on her as it has been 
by the snccess of their own diabolical plottings, they nonld 
not stick to call, m their sunflmg cant, the judgment of 
Brondcuce’ 

She left the apartment just as the latch of the outwaid 
door was raised from without But the bolf^ which Roland 
had diawn on the inside, lesistcd the efforts of the poison 
desirous to cntei 

‘Who IS there f said Gimme aloud 

‘It IS I,' ropbed the harsh and yet low a oico of the stowaid 
Siyfesdalc 

‘You cannot entei now,’ leturoed the youth 

‘Andwhciofotef’ dem^cd Dryfesdalo, ‘seeing I come but 
to do my duly, and luquue what mean the shiieks from tiie 
apartment of the Moalntish woman Wherefore, I ay, sUiio 
sujh u mine enand, can I not etitei t’ 

‘Snnply,’ leplicd the youth, ‘beause the bolt is drawn, and 
I have no fancy to undo it I have the light side of the dooi 
to^ as you liad last night ’ 

‘Thou Mt ill-advisod, thou malapert boy,’ icphed ihd 
steward, ‘to speak to mo m such fashion, but I shall inform 
my lady of thine insolonce ’ 

‘The insolence,’ aid the page, ‘is mant foi thee onijq in 
fell guerdon of % discourtesy tome For thy lady’s infonna- 
to, I havo answoi mow courteous you may ay that to 
Queen is ill at rase, and desires to be disturb neither by 
visits bormesmges' '' 

‘I cmjmo yoiq m to name of God,’ smd to old man, with 
moie Bolommty in his tone ton he had hitherto used, ‘to let 
mo know if her malady really gams powm on her ' ’ 

W will have no aid at yotu hand or at your lady’a, 
whorefw, begone, and trouble us no more wb noithel want, 
noi will accept of, aid at ybur bands ’ 

Wblh this positive reply, the steward, gmmbhnir and dis- 
atisficd, returned downstairs 



CHAPTER XXXH 


It 18 tbo cnno of langf to be attomlcd 
By iImcs, Tibo toko tboir buinoun for a «amut 
lo btoiik into tlio bloody house of life. 

And on tlio ninLing of nntbonty 
To undetutond a law 

Ainy /oftn 


Tin, Lady of Lochloicn sat alono m hci ohnmbor, ondeavtmnng 
n ith uncorc but imperfect real to fi\ her eyes and her attention 
on the black'lettcr Riblo uluch lay before her, bound m yolvet 
and cmbroidoi^', and adorned with massive silver clagis and 
knosps But she found her utmost edbrts unable to withdmw 
her mind from the resentful recollection of what had last night 
passed betwixt hor and the Queen, in which the latter had with 
sueh bitter taunt lemindcd her of her early and long-rqientod 


transgression 

* Why,’ she said, ‘ should I resent so doqily that another 
reproaches mo with that which I hove never ceased to make 
matter of bluslimg to myself! And yet> why should this woma^ 
who reaps— at least, bos reaped — the fruits of my 
has ]ost^ my son aside &om the throne — why should she, in 
the face of all my domestics and of her own, dare to upbraid 
me wuth my shame! Is she nob in my power! Does she not 
fear mo! Ha ' wily tempter, I will wrestle with thee strongly, 
and with better suggestions than my own evil heart can 


She ngnin took up the sacred volume, and was endeav^ 
lUB to fixhor attention on its contents, when she was disturb^ 
1^0 tap at the door of the room It opened at hw cOTumnd, 
and the steward DryfosdaJe entered, and 
a gloomy and perturbed expression on his 
®.Wli^ has'chanced. Diyfesdale, that f i 

said bis mistress ‘ Have there been evil tidings of my son or 
of my giondduldreu!’ 
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'No, lady,’ replied DiyfesdaJ^ ‘but you irere deeply in- 
sulted last night, and I fear me thou art as deeply avenged 
this mommg Whera is the chaplam 1 ’ 

'What mean you by hints so dark, and a question so 
sudden! The chaplam, os you veil know, is absent at Perth 
upon an assembly ^ the brethren ’ 

'I caro not,’ ansnercd the steward ; ‘ he is but a pnest of 
Baal’ 

‘Dryfesdale,’ said the lady, sternly, ‘what meanest thou! 
I have ever heard that m the Low Countnes thou didst herd 
with the Anabaptist preachers — those boars which tear up the 
vintage But the mmistry which suits me and my house must 
content my retamera ’ 

‘I nould I had good ghostly connsel, though,’ replied the 
steward, not attendmg to his mistress’s rebuke, and seeming to 
speak to himself 'This woman of &Ioab ’ 

'Speak of her wiUi reverence' said the lady ‘she is a 
long’s daughter ’ 

‘Be it so,’ replied Diyfesdole, 'she goes where there is 
little difference betwixt her and a beji^e^s child Mary of 
Scotland is dymg ’ 

'Dying, and m my castle said the lady, starting up m 
alarm, ‘of what disease, or by what accident!’ 

‘Bear patience, lady The mmistry was mine ’ 

'Thme, villain and traitor i how didst thou dare ’ 

‘I heard you msulted, lady — heard you demand venge- 
*^f ^ should have it, and I now bimg tidmgs 

‘Dryfesdale, I trust thou ravost!’ said the lady. 

‘I rave no^' replied tho steward ‘ That which wras written 
of mo a of years ere I saw the light must be executed 
by mo She hatli that m her veins that, I fear me, will soon 
stop the spnngs of life ’ 

Tillmn,’ exclaimed the lady, ‘thou bast not poisoned 


1- ^o^j'aaid Dryfesdale, ‘what does it so gieatly 
mmtl Mot tone vcmin, why not nd them of their enemi^ 

®o D* Italy they will do it for a enusuedor ’ 

Oowi^y ruflSan, begone from my sight ' ’ 

Tlimk hrttcr of my seal, lady,’ said the steward, ‘and - 
judge not without looking aronnd yon Idndesay, Butliven 
poniarded Rmio, and yet yon now 
SCO no blood on them embroidery, the Lord Semple ^stahtod 
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tho Lord of Sanquluir — don his bonncb Bit a jot mom aurr 
on hiB bron 1 AVImt noble lives m Sootiand nho has not hqi 
a sIiJic, foi jiolic}' or menge, in some such dealing 1 And uhi 
iiiipntos it to tlioin? Bo not cheated iwth names a da^c: 
or n clmiight noik to the same cud, and arc little unlike — i 
glass phial irnpii'-ons the one, and a Icatlicin sheath tho pthei 
one deals uitli the brain, the other shiioes the blood Yet, ] 
Bay not J ga\o aught to thn, lads ’ 

* 'What dost thon mean 1;^ thus dnlljing nith me?’ said tbi 
lady, 'as tlion sionldst utvo thy neck from the rope it ments 
loll me the uholc tiuth of this stoij’, thon hast long beer 
hnonii a dangerous mnn ’ 

'Ay, III my master’s scnicc I can bo cold and shaip ns mj 
Ml on)' Be it knoiin to jon tliat^ uhen last on shoi^ I con- 
niilted Mith a iiomnn of skill and ponor, called Nicueyen, ol 
iiiiom ilie couiiti> li.isning foi some bnef time past Foole 
asked hei foi charms to make them beloved, misers foi means 
to iJiciciso tboii stmc, some demauded to knon the future — 
an idle lush, since it cannot be altered , others uonM have an 
cvplttimtion of tho past— idler still, it cannot bo lecnlled 

I Jioaid then queues with scorn, and demanded tho mean) of 
aiengmg mpclf of a deadly enemy, for I grm old, and ^y 
trust no longer to Bdboa blade She gaio roe a pacAct 
"Jfit tliaV'wJd she, “Tilth any liquid, and tliy Tengpanco is 


comiilclc 1 j 

‘ Villain I and jou raised it Tilth the food of this impnsonea 

lady, to tho dishonoiii of thy master’s house’’ ‘ 

‘To icdccm tho insulted honoiu of my masteis house, 1 
mixed the contents of the picket uith tho jai of succory 
Tho> seldom fail to dram it, and the u^an Imes it 

»It Tias a Timk of hdV wid the Lndy Meven bo^be 
nskmg and the granting Auay, Trietebed man let us see if 

aid be yet too Into ' , , t 

' Thei lull not admit us, madam, save ire entoi^y foioe I 

liaie bora tince at the door, but ran ._a 

‘Wo null beat it Imcl uitli tlio ground, if n^fnl And 

voufd luxe good of the Douglas’s hand > 
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‘Mother Nionoven tmII not bo lightly found, oi fetched hither 
on tliGse conditums,’ answeicd Diyfesdale 

‘Then giqnt htsr fn\l aasiuanoe of snfety Iiook to; it, for 
thine own life must ansvrei foi this lady’s rccoieiy ‘ 

< I might have guessed that,' said Diyf esdalo, sidlonly , < but 
it IS my comfort 1 have avenged mine ovrn cause as ivell as 
youni She bath scoffed and senpped at me, and encouraged 
her sai^cy mmion of a page to ndiculo my stiff gait and sloxr 
speech 1 felt it bqrae m upon me that 1 uas to be avenged 
on tliepi ’ 

'Go to tlio ucstem tunct,’ said the lady, ‘and icmam thcie 
in yraid until are see ho\r tins gear wdl termmate I knou thy 
icsolvcd di^ositiou thou uilt not attempt escape ' 

‘Ifot acre the if alls of the timet of egg-shells, and the lake 
sheeted u’lth ice,’ said Diyfesdale ‘f am a ell taught, and 
strong m belief that man does nought of himself , ho is but the 
fpam on the billou, 'nhich rises, bubbles, and bmsts, not by its 
oun effort, hut by the mightiei impulse of fate nhicli uigcs 
him Yefe lady, if I may advise, amid this seal for the life of 
the Jezebel of Scotland, forget not uhat is duo to thine oun 
hoiiTOi, and keep the mattci seoict oa you may ’ 

So saying, thp gloomy fatalist tmiied fiom hei, and stalked 
off uith sullen composme to tlip place of confinement allotted 
to hup 

His lady caught at fais last hmt, and only evpiessed hei fear 
that ^0 pnspnor had partaken of some unwholesome food, and 
was dan^ronsljtill The aistlo was soon alarmed and m con- 
fuMTO ^ndal was despatched to the shore to fetoh off Lundm, 
a ith sueh remedies as epnid countomot poison , and w ith farthei 
mstenctions to bnng Mothoi Nicneven, if die ooiild bo found, 
with toll pRWOi to pledge the Ikidy of Lochleyon’s word for hei 


Meanwhile, the Lady of Lochlevon heisdf held pailw at the 
uSo^t apartment, and m vam uiged the page to 


nf % Indy's aic 

dlw?^ ^ ™ ° the door to he tooken 

' I may not open the dooi without my royal mistress’s oiders ’ 
ff 1 ‘®‘'®^‘‘®^®°"^®*Tdl,andnowsho8lumhcrs’; 

‘Was eyor tionian m a strait so fearful i ’ 
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saintsl Is shenofciiho daughter of tho wretched tyrant James, 
whom Heaven cast down fram his kingdom and his pnde, even 
as the kmg of Bahylon was smitten 1 * 

‘Peace, villam '* said the lady, a thousand vaned recollec- 
tions thrangmg on her mind at the mention of her royal lover's 
name — ‘peace, and disturb not the ashes of the dead — of the 
royal, of the unhappy dead Read thy Bible , and may God 
grant thee to avail thyself better of its contents than thou hast 
yet done i ’ She departed hastily, and os she reached the next 
apartment, the tears rose to her ^es so hastily that she was 
compelled to stop and use her keremef to dry them ‘ I expected 
not this,’ she said, ‘ no more than to have drawn water from the 
hard flmt, or sap from a withered tree I saw with a dry eye 
the apostasy and shame of George Douglas — ^the hope of my son’s 
house, the child of my love , and yet I now weep for him who 
has so long lam m his grave — for him to whom I owe it that 
his daughter can make a scoffing and a jest of my name ^ But 
she IS hit daughter j my heart, hardened against her for so 
many causes, relents when a glance of her ^e places her father 
unexpectedly before me , and as often her hkencss to tiiat true 
dayghtor of the house of Guise, her detested mother, has agam 
confirmed my resolution Bnt she must not — must not die in 
my house, and by so foul a practice Thank God, the operation 
of the potion is slow, and may be counteracted ' I will to her 
apartment once more But 0 ' that hardened villain, whose 
fidohty we hdd m such esteem, and had such high proof of * 
TVhat miracle (tin unite so muoh wickedness and so much truth 
in one bosom < ’ 

The Lady of Lochleven was not aware bow far mmds of a 
ceitom ghx^y and dotermined cast bj nature may be warped 
by a keen sense of petty injuries and insults, comhinmg with 
the love of gam, and sense of self-interest, and amalgamated 
with the crude, wild, and mdigested fanatical c^mons which this 
man had gathered amimg the crazy sectaries of Germany, or 
how far the doctrines of hitahsm, which he had embraced so 
decidedly, searthe human conscience, by representing our actions 
as the result of inevitable necessity 

During her visit to the pnsoner, Boland had communicated 
to eSathenne the tenor of the conversation he bad had with her 
at the door of the apartment The quick intelligence of that 
lively maiden instantly comprehended the outline of what was 
believed to have liappcncd, but her prejudices burned her be- 
yond the truth 
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for haring "withstood her, alleging in excuse tliat the Queen 
had fallen into a heavy stnmbci since she had hrohen her fast 
‘She has eaten and 4ninhen, then?’ said the Lady of 
Lochleven 

‘ Surely,* rophed the page, ‘according to her Grace’s ordinary 
enstom, uidcss upon the fasts of the chnich ’ 

* The jar,' die said, hastily examining it, ‘ it is empty , drank 
the Lady ilaiy the xrhole of this water?’ 

fA large part, madam, and I heard the Lady Catherine 
Seyton jestingly npbtaid the Lady Maiy Fleming with haring 
token more than a just share of what remain^, so that but 
little fell to her own lot ’ 

‘And are they well m health?’ said the Lady of Lochleven. 
‘Lady Fleming,’ said the page, ‘complains of lethargy, and 
looks duller than usual, and the Lady Cathenno of Seyton 
feds her hard somewhat more giddy than is her wont ‘ 

He raised his voice a littlo as he said these words, to apprise 
the ladies of the part assigned to each of them, and not, perhaps, 
without the wish of conveying to the ears of Cathenne the page- 
hke jest which lurked m the allotment 

will enter the Queen’s chamber,’ said the Lady Lochleven ; 
‘my business is espess.’ 

As she advanced to the door, the voice of Catherme Seyton 
was heard from within ‘No one can enter here, the Queen 
sleeps’ 

‘ I will not ho controlled, young lady,' replied the Lady of 
Lochleven, 'tfarxe js, I wot, no inner bar, and I will enter in 
your despite * 

‘Theie is, indeed, no mner bar,* answered Cathenne, firmly, 
‘hut there are the staples where that bar should he, and into 
those staples have I thrust mine aim, like an ancestiess of your 
own, when, bettor employed than the Douglasses of onr days, 
she thus defended the bedchaniber of her sovereign against 
mmderem Try your force, then, and see whether a Seyton 
cannot rival in courage a maiden of the house of Douglas ’ 

‘I dare not attempt the pass at such risk,’ said the Lady of 
Lochleven ‘Strange, that this princess, with all that justly 
attaches to her aa blameworthy, should preserve such empire 
over the minds of her attendants* Damsel, I give thee my 
honour that I come for the Queen’s safety and advantage. 
Awaken her, if thou lovest hei, and pray her leave that I may 
enter I will retire from the door the wlulst ’ 

‘Thou "Wilt not awaken the Queen?’ said the Lady Fleming, 
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'What choice ha^ o n c f ' said the rcady-ivitted maiden, ‘unless 
you deem it hotter tourait till tiicLady Lochlcvcn herself plajs 
iftdy of the bedchamber Her fit of patience uill not Inst long, 
and the Queen must be prepared to meet her' 

‘But thou u lit bnng back her Grace’s fit by thus disturbing 
lien’ 

‘Heaven forbid * ' replied Githcnnc , ‘ but if so, it mustpass 
for an ofibet of the poison I hope better things and that the 
Queen uiIl bo able uhen she uokes to form hei oim judgment 
in this temblc crisis Mcanululc, do thou, dear Lady Fleming, 
practise to look as dull and hea^y os the alertness of thy spirit 
utli permit' 

Cathenuo kneeled by the side of the Queen’s bed, and, kiss- 
ing her hand repeatedly, succeeded at last in auakcning uithout 
Mnrnun g her She socmed surpnsed to find that she u os ready 
dressed, but sate up in her lied, and appeared so perfectly com- 
posed tli.it Cvtlionnc Seaton, uithont farther preamble, judged 
it safe to inform her of the predicament in which tliey irore 
placed Mm turned pale, and crossed herself again and again, 
when she heard the imminent danger in which she had stood. 
But, like the Ulysses of Homer— t 


HsnUy walling yet, 

Sprung in her mind tho momcnbiiy mt, 

and she at once understood her situatioD, with the dangers and 
advantages that attended it . , , . # „ 

'We cannot do better,’ she said, after her basfy^^nco 
with Catberme, pressing her at tlic B.smo time to herbomm, 
and kissing her forehead— ‘sre cannot do bottm 
the sclicme so happily densed thy quick wit a^ Md 
tion Undo the door to tho Lady levm She 
her match m art, though not in peiMy 
the curfcun, and got thee belimd it-thw a 
woman tlian an actress , do but breathe hea^y, imd, if 
wilt, groan slightly, and it will top thy part Hork' flioy 
come ® Now.^thCTino of Medicis, may thy ^t me* 
for .1 cold northern hrain is too blunt for this . 

Ushered bj Catbenne Seyton. and stepp.^ as gt m sta 
could the Lady Lochloren was sltown into the twib^ 

well confirm the worst fears of her bostes 
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*Now, God foigive ns onr sins ‘ ’ said the Lady of Loci^von, 
foigotting hor pnde, and thtotnng hersolf on^ Jtnoes by the 
Bide of the bed ,• It is too tmo— she is murdered 

‘■ffbo 18 in the chambei f* said Mary, as if anmng mim 
a heavy sleep ‘Seyton, Homing, where are you? I beard a 
Btrange voice Who vraits I Call CouicellcB 

‘Alas' her memory is at Holyrood, though her l^y is at 
Loobleven Forgive, madam,’ contmned the lady, if I call 
your attention to me I am Margaret Erskine, of the house oi 
Mar , by mamage Lady Douglas of Loohlevcn r 

‘0, our gentle hratess,’ answ'ered the Queen, who bath 
such coie of our lodgmga and of onr diet T?o cumber you tiro 
much and too long good Lady of Lochleven , but we now trust 
your task of hospitably is wollmgh ended ’ , t j 

‘ Hm words go like a kmfo through my heart,’ said taio Lady 
of Loohloven ‘With a breaking heart, I pray your Grace to 
tdl mo what is your ailment, that aid may ho had, if there ho 

yet tamo?' , 

‘Nay, my ailment,’ repbed the Qneen, ‘is nothmg worm 
telling 01 worth a leech’s notice my limbs fed heavy— -my 
hewt feds cold—- a prisoner’s limbs and heart ate mrely other- 
wise Fresh air, methmks, and freedom would soon revive mo , 
but as the estates have ordeied it, death alone can break my 


pnson doors ’ 

‘Wore it possible, madam,’ said the lady, ‘ that your liberty 
could restore your perfect health, I would myself encounter 
the resentmentrof the Regent— of my son, Sir Wilbam — of my 
whole blends, rather than you should meet your fate m thro 
castle?’ 

‘Alas' madam,’ said the Lady Fleimng, who conceived the 
time propitious to diow that her own address had been held 
too lightly of , * it is but trymg what good fieedom may work 
upon us, for mysdf, I think a free walk on the greensward 
would do me much good at heart ’ 

The Lady of Loidileveu lose from the bedside, and darted a 
penetiatmg look at the elder valetudinary ‘Are you so evil- 
diqrosed, l^y Flemmg?’ 

‘Evd-diaposed mdem, madam,’ replied the court dame, ‘and 
more cspcoially since breakfast ’ 

‘Hdp < — bdp ' ’ exclaimed Gatberme, amdous to break off a 
oonveisation which boded her schemes no good — ‘hdp' I say 
— ^lielp ' the Qneen is about to pass away Aid hm. Lady Locih- 
loven, if you be a woman ' ’ 
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TLb Indy liObtencd to stippoit the Qumi’s head, vho, ttam- 
lug Itci eiCi) toanids hci mth uuair of great laugiioi^ e'ccldiuitd, 
'Tliankb, mj tieniCbt Lady of Lochlcrcn, 

Eorac p isijigi’s bf late, 1 linvc ucr'ci iPisconstrucd or misdoubt^^ 
'\our aftcbtion to otir Iioubb It iras proved, as I hare hroid, 
bcfoic I av.is boni ’ 

Tlib Lady LocUeten spiung from the floor, ou which she 
had again knelt, and havmg paced the ap.irtiueut m great dis- 
ordci, flung open the lattice, as it to get air 

‘Xoa, Our Lady forgive me’* fi.ud Carlimuc to hwtolf. 
' how deep must the love of sarcasm In? implanted in the Iticastb 
of us nombti, since the Queen, with all her sense, will nsk ruin 
inthci than kmu m hei wit'* She then adreuturod, stooping 
over the Queen’s peisoni to piess her arm with hei hand, aiying, 
at the same tmie ‘Foi (^’s snkci madam. lestnuu i ourself ’ 
‘Thort art too fonv.itdj nuidcn ’ said the Queen: but im- 
mcdntclradded, maliffl-whispci, ‘FoigiTeimi Cithenne. but 
wheni felt the hags murderous lands busy about my head 
UBok, I felt such '"disgust aud hnticd that I must have said 
eomclhuig or died But I will be schooled to better hwour. 
onlv see that thou let hei not touch me ’ , 

‘ L'ow, God he paused i' said the Lady of Loddetoli Withdraw- 
ing hci head from tho window, ‘the boat comes as fist .as wd 
and oar rau send wood through vmter It Kings the leech and 
a fcmnle— CGitalnlv, from theappeinmw^ tUfaervpason loros 
in quest of IFetC she but well ont of this 
lujubUT safe, I would th.n she were on tlib top of the w ddest 
inountow to Norway . or I would I had becii there myscll, cro 

I had undertaken tins trust’’ 

IMiUe she thus etpiesscd herself, 

Wiiidow. Bolnhd Gimme, from thebthei, H?: 

itig through tho waters of the lake, which gM^ its ade 
in npplc Md m form He, too, Iw^e sensible Hirt at the 
stern was seated tlie mcdiral chamberlain, tUd m his black 

rdvet cloak, and that lusown rolatiats, Mogd-dTOOTOm^ 

aflSSU. M»W to»a» 
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bdd, ahd tal^ an oppoitnfaitj to TrhiBper to Boland, 'Me- 
thinks, fiom the information of the threadbare velThb cloak 
ahd the solemn beard, there rronld be little trouble in haltering 
yonder ass But thy grandmother, Boland — ^thj grandmother’s 
seal mil nim us, if she get not a lunt to dissemble ’ 

Boland, mthout reply, glided tow aids the door of the apart- 
ment, crossed the parlouf, and safely entered the ante-bhamber , 
but when he attempted to pass farther, the word' Back' Bdck>’ 
echoed from one to the other by two men armed with carabines, 
coiiTmccd him that the Lady of Loohlcren’s suspicions had not, 
erbn in the hudst of her alarms been so for lulled to sleep as 
to omit the precaution of stationmg sentinels on her prisoners 
He was compelled, tbciofbrc, to letum to the parlour, or audience- 
ohamberj ui which he foimd the lady of the castle in conference 
with hbr learned leech 

'A three with your cant phrase and your solemn foppery, 
Lnndm/ in such terms she accosted the mail of art, ‘ahd let 
mo know instantly, if thoU const teU, whether this lady hath 
swallowed aught t^t is less th.m hholcsome * 

‘Nay, but, good lady — honoured patroness — ^to whom I mn 
ahfce bondsman m my medical and official capacily, deal reason- 
ably ■Aith mo If this, mine lUustnous patient. Will not answer 
a question, sawing with sighs and moans 5 if that other honour- 
able lady will do nought but yawn in my face when I mquite 
after the diagnostics , end if that other young damsel, who I 

profess IS a comely maideb ’ 

‘Talk not tome of comeliness 01 of damsels,’ said tbb Lady 
^Lochleven; ‘Isay, aro they cnl-disposedl In one word, man, 
hare they taken poison — ay or nol’ 

‘Poisons, md&m,’ Hud the ledmcd leech, ‘are of wanoas 
There is your animal poisonj as the Zqna mann^ ns 
mentioned by Dioscondes and Qalen , there are mineral and 
seim-nuu^l poisoAs} as those compoundbd of sublimate re- 
gmus of antimony, Titnol, and the arsemcid salts , there are 
juur poisons from lierhs and vegetable^ os the aqua cymba- 
^te, o^imn, aconitum, oantbarides, and the like, there are 

‘Now, out upon thee fot a learned fool * And I myself 
am no bettor for cxpectmg an oiade from such a log,’ said the 
ladyi 

‘Hay, but if your ladyship tnll have patience If I knew 
What food they have part&en of, or could see but the remnants 
Or what they have last oaten ; for ns to the and internal 
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symptoms, I con discover nouglit liko , for, os Galea saith m lus 
bcc(m book De Anitdoiu ’ 

' Atvay, fool ' ’ said tlio lady, 'send me that hag lather, she 
shall nvoucli vhat it was tlmt she hath given to the wretch 
Siyfosdalc, or the pilniewinlm and thnmbikms shall wrench it 
out of her fingor-jomts < ’ 

'Art hath no enemy unless the ignorant,' said the mortified 
doctoi , Tolling, however, his remark under the Latm version , 
and stopping apart into a comer to watch the result 

In a minuto or two hlagdaleii Groimo entcied the apartment^ 
dressed as we have dcsonbod her at tho revel, but with her 
mnillcr tliiowii bock, and all affectation of disguise She was 
attended I7 two guards, of whose presence she did not seem 
even to bo conscious, and who followed her with an air of 
embarrassment and timidity, whioh was probably owing to their 
belief ui bei supoinatural power, coupled with tho effect pro- 
duced by her bold and undaunted demeanour She confronted 
tho L,wiy of Loohlevcn,who seemed to endure with high disdain 
the confidonoo of her air and manner 

'Wiotohcd woman'* said the lady, after essaying ® 
moment to bear her down, before she addressed her, by iho 
stately seventy of her look, ‘what was that powder whi^ fhou 
didst give to a sorvaat of this house, by name Jaqser Diyfe^ 
dole, that he might work out with it some slow and secret 

veneoancef Confess its nature and pnqierbe^ or, by the honour 

of Douglas, I give thee to fire end stoke before the sun is 

Alas ' ’ said Magdalen Gneme m reply, ' and i^ien beoaiM 
a Douglas or a Douglas's man so unfiraisbed of bw 
reveniM that ho should sedr them at the bauds of a poor and 
adhtoiv womaul The towers m which y(^ oapUvwj^e oroy 
into impitied graves yet stand fust on tbw founda^s, &e 
SSies v^ght m them have not yet burst vanlte , 

vonr men mvo stall their cross-bows, pistoletj and 
w^Syon seek to herbs or ohanns for the esecutaon of 

what avaiblpeakmg to theef Bnng Dryfesdale hitber. and 
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And while the Lady of Loohleren stood confoimded at her 
boldness and at the reproach she hod cast upon herself, ilag- 
dalen Gnemc strode past her into the bedohamber of the Queen, 
and, kneeling on the floor, made a salutation as if, in the 
Oriental fashion, she meant to touch the earth \Mth her fore- 
head 

‘Hail, Princess I’ she said — ‘hail, daughter of many a kmg, 
but giac^ above them all m tiiat thou art called to suffer for 
the tme faith ’ — hail to thee, the pure gold of whose crown has 
been tned m the seven-tunes-heated furnace of affliction — hear 
the comfort which God and Our Lady send thee by the mouth 

of thy unworthy servant But first ’ and stoopmg her head 

she crossed herself repeatedly, and, still upon hei knees, 
appeared to be rapidly recitmg some formula of devotion 

‘ Seize her and drag her to the massymore ' To the deepest 
dungeon wiOi the soiceress, whose master, the devil, could 
alone have inspired her with boldness enough to msult the 
mother of Douglas m his own castle ’ ’ Thus qmke the m- 
censed Lady of Loohleven 

But the physician presumed to mterpose ‘ I pray of you, 
honored mod^, she be permitted to t^e her course without 
interruption Feradventure we shall leom somethmg concern- 
ing the nostrum she hath ventured, contrary to law and the 
rules of art^ to adhibit to these ladies, through the medium of 
the steward Dryfesdale ’ 

‘ For a fooV replied thp Lady of Lochleven, ‘ thou hast coun- 
selled wisely i will bridle my resentment till their conference 
bo over’ 

‘God forbid, honoured lady,’ said Doctor Lundin, * that you 
should suppress it longer — notbmg may more endanger the 
hame of your honoured body; and truly, if there be witchcraft 
m this matter, it is held hy the vulgar, and even by solid 
authors on demonology, that three scruples of the ashes of the 
^toh, when she hath heen wdl and carefully burnt at a stake, 
is a grand cathoheon m such matter, even as tbey prescribe 
ennit earns rdbtdt — a hair of the dog that bit the patient — 
cases of hydrophobia I warrant neither treatment, bemg out 
of the regular practice of the schools , but, m the present case, 
there can he httle harm in trymg the condusion upon this old 
necromancer and quacksalver* fiat easpertmentum, as we say, 
TO eorpore vih ’ 

‘Peac^ fool I ’ said the lady, ‘ she is about to speak ’ 

At that moment Magdalen Grmme arose from her knees, and 
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tiiracd her conntooanco on the Queen, at the same tune adranc- 
mg her foot, extending her atm, and assumuig the mien and 
attitude of a sybil in frenzy. As hei grey hon* toted back 
from beneath her ooif, and her ^e gleamed fire fiom under its 
slioggy eyehiov, the effect of hei expressive, Ihongh emaciated, 
featuies ivas heightened by on enthusiaBm approaching to 
insanity, and hei appearance stniok mth ane ^1 ivho 'sere 
piosont Her eyes foi a time ^anced enldly mound, as if seek* 
ing for something to aid her in collecting her poxrers of oxpres< 
Sion, and hei lips bad a neivous and qmvenng motion, os 
those of one uho tvoold fain ^eak, yet rejects as inadequate 
the noids which picscnt themselves Maty herself caught the 
lufeotioii as if by a sort of magnetic influence^ and raising 
hotself from hci bed, without being able to withdraw hei 
eyes fiom those of Magdalen, umted as if foi ihe oiado of a 
pythoness She uaitw not long, foi no soonei hod the 
■ enthusiast collected herself than her gaze became intensely 
steady, her featuies assumed a determined eneigf, and when 
she began to speak the words flowed from her uith a picfuse 
fluency uhich might have passed foi mspiration, and uhich, 
poihaps, she heiself mistook foi such 

' Aiise,' sho said, 'Queen of Fiance and of England • AIisi^ 
lioness of Scotland, and bo not dismayed, though the note of 
the hunters hove oncucicd thee • Stoop not to feign with the 
false ono^ u hom thou sfaalt soon meet in the field I^e issue 
of battle IS with the God of armies, but by battle thy pause 
diall bo tiled Lay aside, then, the arts of lojvei mortol^ and 
assume those which become a queen • True detodm m mo 
only tiuo faith, the annouiy of Heaven is opm to MM Faitn- 

ful daughter of the chun^, take the keys of St P^, t^md 
and toToose ' Royal Pimcoss of the land, take the suord of 
St Paul, to smite and to sheai I Thcie is darkn^ in thy 
destiny, hut not m these toweis, not 51 

haughty nustiess, shall that destroy be dosed In 
the lioness may oiouoh to the power of the “ 

S own to m Scotland slil the Queen ^ S«>*land ong 
remain captive , nor is the fate of the royal Stuart 

““tSftoi Douglas 

holts and deepen her dungeons, they shall not ^ 

S element diall give thee its i^tanM ere thou ^ 
™ MPtivo the knd shaU lend its earthquakes. ^ 
fte^Xthe air its tempests, the firo its S 

desolatHhis house, rather than it shall continue the p 
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thy captivity. Hear this and tremble, all ye irlio fight against 
the light, for she says it to vhom it hath been asamed * ’ 

She was silent, and the astonished physician said, * If there 
vas ever an eaetgutneiK, or possessed demoniac, m oiii days, 
thcie IS a devil speahiug with that woman's tongue < ' 

‘Practice,’ said the Lady of Loohlevcn, rccovmmg hei sur- 
piise — ‘here is all piootice and imposture To the dungeon 
with her ' ’ 

‘ Lady of Lochleven,’ said Maiy, arising from hei bed, and 
coming forward uith her wonted d^ity, ‘ere you moke arrest 
on any one m our presence, hcai me but one void I have 
done you some uroiig I believed you pnvy to the mmderous 
purpose of your vassal, and I deceived you in suffering you to 
beheve it had taken effect I did you wiong, Lady of Loch- 
Icven, for I perceive yom puiposo to aid me vas sincere We 
tasted not of the liquid, nor aie we now sidr, save that we 
languish foi our fiecdom ’ 

‘ It IS ai owed hke Maiy of Scotland,’ said Magdalen Grounc , 
‘and know, besides, that hod the Queen diained the dmught to 
the dregs, it was harmless as the water from a sainted spring 
Troij ye, pioud woman,’ she added, addressing heisolf to the 
Lady of Lochleven, ‘ that I — I — ^vould have been the uretch to 
mt poison m the hands of a servant or vassal of the house of 
Loohleven, knouing whom that house contamed 1 as soon would 
I have furnished diug to slay my own daughter ' ’ 

‘Am I thus bearded in mine owu castle f’ said the lady, 
‘ to the dungeon %ith her ' She shall abye what is duo to the 
vender of poisons and practisei of witchciafts ’ 

‘ Tot hear mo for an mstant, L!:^y of Lochleven,’ said Maiy , 
‘and do you,’ to Magdalen, ‘bo silent at my command Your 
stouaid, lady, has by confession attempted my life and those 
of my household, and this woman bath dono hoi best to save 
them, by furnishing him with what was harmless, m place of 
the fatal drugs which he expected Methmks 1 priqiose to you 
but a fail exchange when I say I foigive youi vassal with all 
my heart, and leave vengeance to God and to his conscience 
80 that you also forgive the boldness of this woman in your 
prosenoe , foi we trurt you do not hold it as a crime lhat she 
substitul^ an innocent beverage for the mortal poison which 
wras to have drenched our cupt’ 

‘Heaven forefend, madam,’ said the lady, 'that I shonld 
account that a crime which saved the house of Douglas fiom a 
foul breach of honour and hospitolity < We have written to our 



856 


WAVEBUrr NOVELS 


son touching our rassal’s ddict, and ho must abide his doom, 
'vrhioh \nll most likely bo dcadi Touching this aoman, her 
trade is damnable by Scripture and is mortally paiuslied by tlio 
aiso laas of our ancestiy she also must abide her doom.' 

'And hare I then,' said the Queen, ‘no churn on the house 
of Loohleren for the inrong I hare so nearly suffered mthm 
their Trails? 1 ask but in requital the life of a fmil and aged 
Troman, urhose brain, as yourself may judge, seems somimhnt 
affected by yeara and suffciing’ 

‘If tho Lady Mary,' replied tho inflenblo Lady of Lodi- 
leveu, ‘hath been menaced uith viong m tlic bouse of 
Douglas, it may be regoidod as some compcns>ition that her 
complots have cost that house the e\ilo of a valued sou ’ 
‘Plead no more fbi m<^ my gracious soicrcign,' said 
MagdiJcn Giaane, ‘nor abase j ourself to ask so much ns a 
grey hair of my head at her hands I knou the nsk at uhich 
I served my church and my queen, and uas esor prompt to 
pay my poor life as the ransom It is a conifoit to think that 
in slaying mo, or in restraining my freedom, or eicn m injur- 
ing that single grey hair, tlio house ubosc honour she boasts 
so highly Twll have filled up the measure of their sliaitti hj 
tlio breach of their solemn irnttcn assurance of safotj And 
from bei bosom a popw, she banded it to the Queen 
18 a Bolwnn assurance of Bafctjin life and iimby Kiia 
Queen Mary, ‘with space to come and go, und^ the hand and 
seal of the diamberlaiu of Kinross, gmnlod to Magdalen 
Gricme. commonly called Mother Nicnoven, m eoiisidcratioii of 
her consenting to put herself, for the space of 
hours, if requued, iviUnn the iron gate of the CnsUt of Loch 

*^^^iiave'' said the lady, turning to the obambcrlam, ‘boa 
dared you grant her such a protection?’ 

‘It Tins by your ladj ship’s orders tnmBmittcd lij Rindah 
os he can bL^ uitncss,’ repbed Doctor I'""'’'".’ 
only like the phnnuacopolist, ulio comi»ouijda the drags after 

the order of tliemcdicincr’ l„,ir ‘hut I 

‘I remember— I remember, ’ ansuored tlio Indy, nii 

under our Tvnrrant . Tn^v of Loclilcscii h 

‘Kovertbelcss,’ said the Queen, ‘the L^yoi 
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never broken their safe-eondnot, and ncvei \nll too deeply 
did they suffer by such a breach of trust, exercised on them- 
selves -when your Grace's ancestor, the second James, in 
defiance of the nghts of hospitality, and of his oan vmtten 
assurance of safely, poniarded the l^ve Earl of Douglas ^ith 
his ovm hand, and within two yards of the social board at 
which he had just befoie sat the King of Scotland's honoured 
guest’ 

‘Mcthmks,’ said the Queen, oaielessly, 'm consideration of 
so very recent and enormous a tragedy, which I think only 
ohancM some six- score years agone, the Douglasses should 
have shown themselves less tenacious of the company of their 
sovereigns than you, Lady of Lochleven, seem to be ^ mine ’ 

' Lot Bondal,' said the lady, ‘ take the bag back to Kinross, 
and set her at full hberty, disoharging her from our bounds m 
future, on pen! of her Wd And let your wisdom (to the 
chamberlom) keep her company And fear not for your 
ohameter, though 1 send yon m such comjiany , fot, granting 
her to be a witch, it would be a waste of fagots to bum you 
for a wizard ’ 

The crcstfollcn ohamberlam was preparing to depart , but 
Mi^alon Gnome, collectmg herself, was about to reply, when 
the Queen mteiposed, saying, ‘Good mother, we heartily thank 
you for your unfeigned zeal towards our person, and pray you, 
as our li^e woman, that you abstain from whatever may lead 
you into personal daiu;or , and, further, it is our will that you 
depart without a word of farther parley with any one in this 
castlo For thy present guerdon, take this small reliijuaiy , it 
was given to ns by otir uncle the Cardimd, and hath had the 
benediction of the Holy Father bimself, and now depart m 
peace and m silence For yon, learned sir,' continned the 
Queen, advancmg to the doctor, who made his reverence in a 
manner doubly embarrassed, by the awe of the Queen's pre- 
sence, which mode him fern: to do too httle, and by the appre- 
hension of his lady’s displeosuie, in case be thould chance to 
do too much — ‘for you, learned sir, as it was not your fault, 
though surely our own good fortune, that we did not need 
your skill at this time, it would not become ns, however 
mrcumstanced, to suffei our locoh to leave us without such 
guerdon as w e can offer ’ 

With these worde, and with the grace which never forsook 
her, thox^h, m ^the present casi^ there might lurk under it a 
little gentle riihonle, she offered a small embroidered purse to 
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the chamberlain, 'll ho, nith e\teiided hand and otchcd hock, 
hiS leained face stooping unti} a physiognomist might ha^o 
practised the metoposcopical science tipoii it, as seen from 
behind betnnt his gambadoes, ims about to accept of the pro- 
fessional leoompense offeied by so fan as.Vjell ns illustrious an 
hand But the lady intorpdl^ and, icgardmg the chambe^ 
lain, said aloud, ‘So seiiant of oni houses Mithout iiistnntlj 
lelinquishiug that oharactei, and incurring vitiml our highest 
displeasure, shall dare lecene any gmtiuty at the hand of the 
Lady Mkiy ' 

Sidly and sloirly the cbombeilaiii iniscd his dcpicssed 
statiue mto tlie perpendiculai attitude, and left the ap,iitment 
dejectedly, followed by Magdalen Gncmc, aftci, nith mute but 
c\piessive gesture, she had kissed the rcbquaiy vith nhich the 
Queen had piescnted her, oud laising hci ekisped hands and 
uplifted oyes towaids Heaven, hod seemed to entreat i bene- 
diction upon the royal dame As she left the castle, and ncnl 
ton aids the quay nhoio the boat lay, Boland Gronne. auxions 
to n o mn wineate With lior if possiblc, tluou bimsclf m hei wa^, 
and might liave succeeded m cvcliongmg a feu words with her, 
ns sho was guarded only by the dejected clinmborkim .tucUhis 
lialberdieis, but she seemed to haic token, in Us most slnct 
.ind Iitoial acceptation, tlie command to bo silent which Mic 
Iiad locoiicd from the Queen, foi, to the repeated signs of her 
giaadson, she only lopliod bj' laying bci fingci on hci hj> 

Di Luiidin was not so leserxcd Bcgiet foi the Imiidsnmc 
imitujty, and for tlie compulsoiy task of self dtnial irawi^cd on 
him, had giicvod the spiiit of that wortliy ofheer and learned 
medioinei ‘Eieii thus, my fnoud,’ said bo^ squeezing the 
noKe’s hand as he bade lum faiewell, ‘is merit rcwanled J 
to cure this unhappy Indj , and I profess 
the trouble, foi, iniy what they will of her, «hc hath a 
winumg mannei, a sweet xoice, a gnitious snide, and a nwl 
innie^ w ai o of her hand If she was not poMned, sn, my 
dei Mastoi Roland, was that faidt of mine, I being ic.ulj to 

pushed oFfrom the shore, and went memlj aero- 
luoh was dimpled by the summer wind* 



CHAPTER XXXm 

Deatli distant * "So, alas ' ho’s cvor vnth us, 

And sbakss the dart at ns in all out aotmgs 
He lurks mtlim oui cup, ttlulo uro're in health , 

Sits by out sick-hed, mocks our mediemesi , 

■Wo cannot uralk, or sit, or nde, or traicl. 

But Death is by to seize us trhcn he lists 

Tke Spamsh Shther 

Fbom the agitating scene m the Qnecn*E pie&ence-chamber, the 
Ladj of Lochleren retreated to her own apartment, and ordered 
the Btetvaid to be colled befoie hei 

'Have they not disarmed thee, Dryfesdalot’ she said, on 
aeoing bim enter, accoutred, as usual, vith saoid and daggei. 

‘ No • ’ replied the old man , ‘bou should they 1 Yonr lady- 
ship, nhen you commanded mo to uard, said nought of laymg 
down my arms, and, I think, none of jtwu menuls, without 
youi order or your son’s, daie appioach Jasper Biyfesdale for 
such a purpose^ Shall I now give up my swoid to yout It is 
•worth little not", foi it has fought fra your house bU it is worn 
down to old iron, like the pautler’s old ohippmg knife ’ 

'You have attempted a deadly crime — poison under tmst ’ 
'Under trust — ^hem' I know not what your ladyship 
thinks of it^ hut the wurld without thmks the trust was given 
you even for that very end , and you would have been well off 
had it been so ended as I proposed, and you neither the worse 
nor the wiser’ 

'Wretch I* exclaimed the lady, 'and fool as well as -nllam, 
who could not even execute the crime ho had planned ' ’ 

'I bid as fair for it as man could,’ repbed Biyfesdale ‘I 
went to a w omon — a •witoh and a Papist If I found not poison. 
It was because it was otherwise predestmed I tned fair for it , 
but 'the half-done job may ho douted, if you will ’ 

'Viliam • I am even now about to send off an express mes- 
senger to my son, to take order how thou shouldbt he disposed 
of Picparo -thyself fat death, if thou canst ’ 


» 
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'He that looks on death, lady,’ answered Diyfcsdal^ ‘as 
that which ho may not shun, and winch has its own fi\ed and 
ccitam hour, is erei prepaid foi it He that is hai^;ed in 
hlay mil eat no flaunos in nudsummer—so there is tiie moan 
mode foi the old sernng-man But 'nhom, pray I, send yon on 
so fair an errand 1’ 


'There mil be no lack of messengers,' answered his nustcess 
‘By my hand, but thme mil,’ reph^ the old man ‘jour 
castle IS but poorly manned, consideimg the watches that you 
must keep, hanng this eboige Thors is the waid^ and two 
others whom yoa discarded for tampeimg with Master Gcoige, 
then for Ao wardci’s tower, the bailie, the donjon— fire men 
mount oadi guard, and the lest must deep foi the most port 
m then clothes To send away another man were to harass 
the hontuiels to death— unthnfly misuse for a household To 
toko in new soldiers wore dangerous, the charge requiring tried 
men I see but one thmg foi it I will do yom errand to Sir 
William Douglas myself ’ 

‘That weie indeed a resource! And on what day within 
twenty years would it be donel’ said ihe lady 

'Even with the speed of man and hors^’ said Diyfesdqlo, 
‘foi though I oaie not mndi about the latter days of an old 
aernug^man’s hfe, yet I would like to know as ^ as may he 
whether my neck is mine own or the hangman’s 


destmaiian ' What is death T it is out oeiwm^ w 

what IS hvmgf a weaiy return of light a^ daAn^ slee^g 

and waking, being hungered and eating Tmm d^ 

neithei candle nor can, neither fire nor f enthei-hed , and the 

loiner’s chest serves hun foi an eternal tn^ I®™,,,.. 

^ ‘ Wrotohed man ' helievest thou not that after death comes 

*^V^^°^^OTed Dryfcsdalc. ‘as my mistress, I may iwt 
of Munster, ho oann' sm who doth but cseeutc tiuE 

Mr, to “ 

not with thy-boU Rnd pmsumptw^ ^ 

Thou hast been long the servant of our house 


\ 



THE ASBOT 


361 


'The hom sorrant of the Cou^as, they have had the best 
of me I served them since I left Lo^erbie I -nos then ten 
years old, and you may soon add the threescore to it ’ 

‘Thy foil! attempt has miscarried, so thou art guilty only 
in intention It 'were a deserved deed to hang thee on the 
aider's tovrer, and yet, in thy present min^ it were but 
giving a soul to Satan I take thine offer, then Go hence , 
We IS my packet , I mil add to it but a Im^ to desire him to 
send me a faithful servant or two to complete the gamson 
Let my son deal mth you as he mil If l^ou art mse, thou 
mlt make for Lockerbie so soon as thy foot touches dry land, 
and let the packet find another bearer, at all rates, look it 
miscames not' 


‘Nay, madam,’ replied he, ‘I was bom, as I said, the 
Douglas's servanl^ and I mil be no corbie-messenger in mine 
old age your message to your eon shall be done as truly by 
me os if it Gcmoemed another man's neck. I take my leave of 
your honour ’ 

The lady issued her commands, and the old man was femed 
over to the shore, to proceed on his extraordinary pilgnm- 
ago It IS necessary the reader should accompany him on his 
joumqy, which Providence had determmed should not be of 
long duration 


On arriving at the village, the steward, although his disgrace 
had transpired, was readily aocommodated mth a horse, by the 
cbambcrlam’s authority , and the roads bemg ly no means 
.esteemed Bafe,"he associated himself with Auchtermuohty, the 
common comei, m order to travel m his company to Edmburgh. 

^0 worthy waggoner, aocording to the established custom 
of all earners, stagenioachmen, and othei persons m such public 
authonty, from the carbest days to the present^ never wanted 
good roasOTs for stoppmg upon the load as often as he would 
and the place which had most captivation for him as a restmg- 
placo was a change-house, as it was termed, not very distant 
from a romantic dell, well known ly the name of Keiry Craics 
Attractions of a kind very different from those which arrest 
tlie progicss of John Auchtermuohty and hie warns still con- 
tone to hover round this romantic spot, and none has visited 
its ycimy without a desire to remain long and to return soon 
near his favourite ‘howff’ not all the authonty of 
^esdaK much dunmuihed mdeed by the rumours of his dis- 
gme^ could prevail ou the earner, obslanate as the hrutes 
which ho drove, to pass on without his accustomed halt, for 
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Trhibh tho distance he had tniTclled funnshed little or uo pre- 
tence Old Kelbe, the landlord, \rho has bestoircd his name 
on a bndgo m the neighbonrhood of his quondam dwellmg 
received tlio earner \nth his usual festive ccndiahly, and ad- 
journed intli him into the houses tinder pretence of important 
business, vhich, I believe, consisted m their empt^ng together 
a mutchkin stoup of usquebaugh 'While the \rorthj host and 
Ins guest Here thus employed, the discaided steui^ vnth a 
double portion of motoseness in his gesture and look, milked 
discontentedly into the kitchen of theplac^ uhich vras occupied 
but by one guest The stronger vas a sbght figme^ scarce above 
the age of boyhood, and m the dress of a pagt^ but beanng au 
air of haughty aristocratic boldness^ and oven insolence, m his 
look and manner that might have made Dryfesdale concinde ho 
had pictensions to supcnoi rank, had not bts experience taught 
him how fiequently these ans of supeiionty were assiuncd by 
the domestics and military rotamers of the Scottish nobdity 
‘The pilgnm’s moimng to yon, old aur,’ said the youth, ‘jou 
come, as I think, fiom Lowoveu Castle "Wbatneus of our 
bonny Queen 1 A fanei dove was nevei pent up m so wretched 
a dovecob ' ’ 

•They that steak of Loohleien, and of these whom its nnlls 
contain,' ansnered Dijfesdal^ ‘qieak of uhat conceives tte 
Dougins, and they who qieak of what concerns the Douglas 

do it at then iienl'* , , u _ 

*Do you spe^ from fear of them, old man, or would jou 

make a quanTfor theml I should have deemed your age 

might haveoteledyoux blood’ 

” Nmer, while thciu aie empty-pated coacombs at each corner 

^^e^sigbt of thy grey bans keeps mme cold,’ said the bqy, 
•who had nseu up and now sat down again . „ i 

‘ It 18 well foi thee, or I had cooled it with tto holly ro^ 
lephrf the steward ‘I think thou be’st one of 
teklers, who brawl in alo-hoUses and twemB, 
irnnts trcie T«Vpg and oaths wme Andrew Ferraros, would s^ 
rkbito » to tod »«, u. 

•St Beunet of Suytou*’ echoed the J* X 

■warrant is St to K^g Jaites 


the Seyt(»iB< 
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aud the good Bi^enb Ho * John Auchtermuchty, raise aid 
against the king’s tiaitor ' ’ 

So sapug, ho laid Ins hand on the youth’s collar, and diow 
Ins snom John Auohtcnnuchty looked in, but, seeing the 
naked u capon, ran faster out than he entered Keltic, the 
landlord, stood hy and helped neither paiiy, only exclaiming, 
’Gcntlcmeu ' — gentlemen < for the lo\ c of Heaven ' ’ and so forth 
A struggle ensued, in vhieh the young man, chafed atDiyfes- 
dalo’s boldness, and unable, uiUi tlie ease he expected, to evtn- 
cato himself from the old man’s determined grasp, dieu his 
dagger, and, with the speed of light, dealt him three vrounds in 
the hieast aud hodj', the least nhich vros moital The old 
man sunk on the ground with a deep gioan, and the host set 
up a piteous exclamation of suipiisc 

’Peace, ye hawluig hound ' ’ said the vroiuidcd steward , ‘aic 
dnggci-stahs and dymg men such iiUitics in Scotland that you 
should ciy as if the house were falling? Youth, I do not foi- 
gh c thee, foi thcie is nought betw ivt us to forgii e Thou host 
done what 1 haxc done to moie tlian one , and I suifoi what I 
ha\c seen them suffer it was all ordained to be thus aud not 
otlicrwisc But if thou wouldst do me right, thou wilt send 
(his packet safely to the hands of Sii William of Douglas , and 
see that my niemorj* suffer not, os if I would haxc loitered on 
ranio ciraud for fear of my life * 

The }outh, whose passion had subsided the instant he had 
done the deed, listened with sjnipithy and atteutiou, when 
niiothct persofi, uiiifBcd in his cloak, ciitcicd tlic apartment, 
aud exclaimed — ‘ Good God ' Diy fesdale, and expiring ' ’ 

’Ay, and Diy fcsdalo would Uiat he had been dead,’ answcicd 
tlic wounded mmi, 'rather than that his cars had heard the 
xiords of the oulj Doiigkis tlut oxer was false, but jet it is 
IkiUci as It IS Good ray niurderci, and the icst of j’ou, stind 
back a little, aud let me speak wiUi this unhappy apostate 
Kneel ^dowii byme, Mnstei Gcoigc You haxe beard that I 
failed ill nij attempt to take awaj that Mo.ibitish stumbling* 
block :uid lici letimie? I gaxc them that which I tlionght 
would haxe remoxed the tcmptitioii out of tlix jxitli, and this, 
thnunh I had othci loisoiis to show to thj mother and others, 
I dill chiefly ]mip>sc for loxc of thee ’ 

‘Poi the loxe of mo. h»se poisoner’’ .uisxsercd Douglas, 
'xionldst thou haxe committed so liomble, so uiiproxokcd a 
itmrdcr, end moutioned my name with il^’ 

’And Xilicrcfotc not, Gcoip; of Doiigl'ist’ onsxvcred Diyfct- 



804 


wAVEBiiEV Kovma 


dnlc 'Bicnth » xunr sciirco Mitli me, bnt> I %touId spend my 
]ast gAsp on this nigiimcnt Host tliou not, dc^ite tho honour 
thou nnest to tliy parents, the faith that u due to thy religion, 
the truth that is due to tli} king^ been so earned anay by 
chamis of this beautiful sorceress, that thou vouldst haro 
helficd her to cs&ipc from her pnson>hoitsc, and lent her thme 
arm again to oscend the throne, nhicli she had made a xilace of 
.ilKimiiiiitioii } Nay, stii not ftom mo — my liand, though fast 
stiflpinng, has set force enough to hold thee What dost thou 
4U111 nl — to ned tins nitch of Sootlandf I nairant tbc(^ thou 
inayst snocced her hcait and lutnd haro been oft non at a 
chcapoi rate than thou, fool that tlioii nrl« noiild thmk thyself 
h’lppy to jiny. But, should a sci rant of thy father's house has 0 
hccii thee embrace the fate of tbo idiot Darnlcy*, or of tho rillain 
Bothvoll — tho lata of tlio murdered fool, or of tho bring pnate 
— nlidc an oinicc of ratsbane nonld have aired thcel' 

'Think on God, Diyfcsdale,' 8 aid George Douglas, ‘and le.iro 
the ntlciAiicc of tlioso honors Bepent if thou const, if noli 
at least bo silent Seyton, aid mo to support this dying 
uratcli, that ho may compose hmisolf to better thought^ if it 


bo possible’ . t 1 •- 

'Soy ton ' ’ ansnored tho dying man — Siyton J Is it by a 
Soylon's baud that I fall at Inatf Tliere is something ol^- 
bution 111 that, sinoo tho house had lugh IcMt n sister by ^7 
deed ’ Fixing Iiis fading eyes on the youtli, he addi^ Bo 
hntli hoi loiv features and presence > Stoop donn, youth, ana 
let me SCO tliec closer I nould know thee ulwn no meet in 
x-oiidcr n orld, for homicides n ill herd together tbeie, raid 1 bare 
been one ’ Ho pulled Soyton’s face, m spite of 
closci to lus on 11, looked at him fiscdly, imd added. Thou 
beenn voiuig , thy caioer mil bo tlio bnofer— or, thou niltbo 

mcTmtli, and that anon, a y^^ P’ 

xiatorad mth nu old man’s blood Yet bW I toraf 

Strange tunis of fate.’ ho muttered, cei^iig to S^. 

‘ iSned uhat I could not do, and ho has done Jo M 

not porobanco design Wondrous, that mir mil ^ 

oppose Itself to the strong and uncontrollable 

SSt uo should Btnxo mth tho stream ""JJ 

IV, th tho cuinmti Mt W «»’T® “® 

farther I uould SchofTorbadi uere here Yet uuyi x 

'racoiirsexvliieb thexe^l ^ 

uoll, George of Douglas , I die trao to Ay 
fell into convulBions at those uoids, and shortJj 
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Seytoa aod Douglas stood looking on the djmg man, and 
\rhen the scene uas closed, the fonner vras the fiist to speak 
‘As I live, Doug^ I meant not thi^ and am sorry, but he 
laid hands on me, and compelled me to defend my fre^om, as 
I best nught, mthmy dagger, if he were ten tones thy finend 
and follower, I can but say that I am sorry ’ 

‘I blame thee not, Seyton,' said Douglas, ‘though I lament 
the chance There is an overruling dertiny above us, though 
not m the sense m which it was viewed by that wretched man, 
who, beguiled by some foreign mystagogue, used the awful word 
as the ready apology for whatever he chose to do. We must 
examme the packet ’ 

They withdrew into an inner loom, and remamed deep in 
consultation, until they were disturbed ly the entrance of 
Keltic, who, with an embarrassed countenance, asked Master 
George Douglas’s pleasure lespeoting the disposal of the body 
‘Your honour knous,’ he added, ‘that I mi^e my bread by 
livmg men, not by dead corpses, and old Mr Dryfesdale, who 
uas but a sorry customer while he uas alive, occupes my 
public room now that he is deceased, and can neither call for 
ale nor brandy.’ 

‘’Tie a stone round his neck,’ said Seyton, 'and when the 
sun IS down, have him to the Loch of Ore, heave him m, and 
let him alone for findmg out the bottom ’ 

'Under your favour, sir,’ said George Douglas, 'it shall not 
bo so Keltic, thou art a true fellow to me, and thy havmg 
been so shall’ advantage thee Send or take the body to the 
chapel at Scotland Well, or to the idiurch of Ballingry, and 
tell what tale thou wilt of his havmg fallen m a brawl with 
some unruly guests of thine Auchtermucbly knows not els^ 
nor are the times so peaceful as to adnut dose lob^g mto such 
accounts ’ 

' Nay, let him tell the truth,’ said Seyton, ‘ so far as it harms 
not our scheme Say that Henry Seyton met with him, my 
good fellow I care not a brass bradle for the feud ’ 

'A feud with the Douglas was ever to be feared, however,’ 
said George displeasure mingling with his natural deep gravity 
of manner 

'Not when the best of the name is on my side,’ rephed 
Syton 

‘Alas I Henry, if thou meanest me, I am but half a Douglas 
in this empnse — half head, half hea^ and half hand But I 
will thmk on one who can never be forgotten, and be all or 
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more than any of my ancestors ttos evor Keltic, sny it ttos 
H enry Soy ton did the deed, but bonarc^ not a irord of me) 
Let Auchtennudity cany this packet (nhich he hod resealed 
with hn onn signet) to my fatW at ^inbni^h, and hero is 
to pay for tho fnncial cxpcnEcs and tiiy loss of custom ’ 

'And the washing of tho floor,' said tho landlord, 'whidi 
vill bo an extraordinary job, for blood, th^ say, mil Ecarecly 
cier cleanse out* 

'But as for your plan,' said Gcoigc of Hoiiglas, addressing 
Scyton, as if in continuation of nliat they' bad been before 
treating of, ' it has a good face but, under your fnsour, you 
nic yourself too hot and too young, bemdes other reasons which 
are much against your playing tho part yon proposo ' 

‘IVo will consult tlio father abbot upon it,’ said the youth 
'Do you rido to Kinioss to-night?’ 

'Ay, BO I purpose,' aiisnercd Douglas, ‘tho night mil bo 
dark, and suits a mnfQcd man * Keltic, I foigot, theie should 
ho a atone W on that man's grave, recording his namci and 
iiis only mcni^ winch nas bong a faiUifnl servant to the 
Donelas * 

•Wiat religion uas tho man off said Scyton, ‘he used 
words wliioh modo mo fear I have sent Satan o subject before 

Ins time ' „ , n 

'I can tell yon littlo of tliat,’ said George Douglas, 'bo ms 
noted for dislikmg both Romo and Geneva, and spoke of lights 
lie bad learned among the fierce sectaries of Lomn Ge^ny, 
an enl dootnno it was, if wo judge by the fruirt ^ keep 
Mb from probumptuously judging of Hcas on s secrets' 

'Amen'' said the young Soyton, ‘and from meeting any 
encounter this evening’ 

‘ It is not tliy wont to pray so, said George Dragtas 
'No' I lease that to you,’ replied the ^ 

are seized mth sornplcs of 

But I would fain have this old man’s blood off these hands (tf 
mine ore I shed more I will cimfDss to 
I trust to have light penance for ndding tl» earth of su^ a 
miscreant All I sorrow for is, that he w as not a 
yuu^ He drew stool first, hoivcver, that is one comfort 

< Sea ITiite 23 
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Ay, Podro Came joa here mtib mask sad laatcrn. 

Ladder of ropes and other moonshine tools * 

'Why, youngster, thou mayst cheat the old duenna, 
hiattw the iraitmg-Tomon, bnbe the Tslet , 

But knonr, that I her father play the gryphon, 

Tameless and sleepless, pttiaf to fmnd or onhe. 

And guard the hidden treasure of her beauty. 

The Spanish Father, 

Tee tenor of our tale cames us back to the Castle of Locb- 
leren, uhere tre take up the order of events on the same 
remarkable day on svhicih Diyfesdale had been dismissed £ram 
the castle It tros past noon, the usual hour of dinner, jet no 
pieparatioiis seem^ made for the Queen’s entertainment 
Ma^ herself had retired mto her otm apartment, where she 
-nas oloselj engaged m wntmg Her attendants were together 
in the presence^amber, and much disposed to peculate on 
the delay of the dmner , for it may he recollected that them 
hieakfaat had been mtermpted ‘I heheve m my conscience,’ 
said the page, 'that, having found the poisoning scheme 
miscarry, hy having gone to the wrong merchant for their 
deadly pares, they are now about to try bow famme will work 
upon us ’ 

Lady Memuig was somewhat alarmed at this surmise^ but 
comforted bersdf by observing, that tbe cbimney of the kitchen 
had reeked that whole day m a manner which contradicted the 
supposition GathenneSeyton presently exclaimed, 'They were 
hearing the dishes across the court) marshalled by tbe Lai^ 
Locbleven herself, dressed out m Iiot highest and stiffest 
Pith her portlet and sleeves of (ypruE^ and her huge old- 
fashioned farthmgale of anmson vdvet ' 

'I heheve, on my word,’ said the pag^ approaching the 
pindow also^ * it was in that very farthii^de that she capti- 
vated the heart of gentle King Jamie, which procured our poor 
Queen her precious bai^^un of a broUier.’ 
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‘That nw}’ hardly bc^ blaster Roland,' ansircrcd the Lady 
Plcming', who was a great recorder of the clmnjfcs of f i‘<hion, 
‘since the farthingales eninc first in when the Qncon Rmnt 
went to St Andreas, after the Isittlo of Pinkic, and aero thci 
called vtrlu-gaidtw ’ 

She would hai*c proceeded farther in this important dii 
eussion, but was lutcimptcd by the entrance of the Lady of 
liOchlcTon, who preceded the sonants Immig the di‘>hos and 
formally disclinii^ the duty of tasting o.ich of them 1 ady 
Plcmmg regrett^, in courtly phrase, that the Lidy of IjotIc 
leron should haic undertaken so troiiblosomo an ofiice 

‘After tlio strange incident of this day, nmdnni,' Kiid the 
lady, ‘it 18 nccossaiy for my honour and that of iiiy son tint 
I partake whatevci is oflered to my miohintaiy pu-st Please 
to inform tlio Lady JLiry that T attend her coinin.inds ' 

‘Hci Jlajesty,’ icplied Lwly Fhmung, mtli due omphns|^ on 
the word, ‘shall be informed tliat the Lidyljochleion waiti’ 
Ifarj appeared instantly, and addressed her lioslcis with 
courtesy, which men appro ichcd to something more conlnl 
‘This is nobly done, Lady Lochicien,' she s-iid, ‘for, thoiu;)i 
we ourselves apprehend no danger under your roof, our ladiis 
have been much nJanncil by this moniing*s chance, and mir 
weal will bo tlio more thcorfnlforyonrpic'Micc.ind nSMinncc 


Ploaso you to sit down . , , 

Tlie laidy Loclilcscn olicycd tlio (?uruis eommatirls, and 
liolaml performed the oflito of esniraiid afteiidunt asiisiinl 
Blit, notwithstanding what the Queen h wl Mvl, the ihimI was 
silent and unsocial , and e% cry clTort which Mary made loixeno 
some oonseraation died away under the s.)lemTi and chill reph'S 
of the Lady of Lochlmcn At length it Iwcnmo plain that the 
Ottcon, who had considered these aihanrcs ns n canli'toiiswi 
on her pirt, and who jnqued hcraelf justly on her iwiwera « 
pleasing; hocamo ollcnded at the repnlsis e conduct oflier Wu . i 
After Iwkiug with a siguifuMUt plonce at I.idy nnuiiij, unj 

Cathcnne,8ho slightly shnigKcd f'l 
sileul A muse ensued, at flic «id of which the l.<dy I mU s 
s^ko-‘I I-eicei'C. madan, J am a check on the mirth O! i_s 
fmr eomnaiis, I pruv son to i sense inoj 1 am a s.wiow 
alone hero m n ‘"‘’'-t 

son, betrayed by my sonant, I am little worthy «•! «i t 
YOU do me HI oflbnng inc a stst at U,- 

iwnro tlmt wit and lastime are usually cxiks.Us 1 from 


guests * 


I 
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*If tlie Lady Lochleren is Gcnous,’ said the Queen 'we 
wondei by what simplicity she expects our picsent meals to he 
seasoned with mirth If she is a widow, she lives honoured 
and uncontrolled at the head of hei late husband’s household 
But I know at least of one widowed woman lu the world befoie 
wliom the words “ desertion ” and “ betrayal " ought never to be 
mentioned, since no one has been made so bitterly acquamted 
with then import’ 

‘1 meant not, madam, to remmd you of yom misfortunes by 
the mention of mine,’ answered the Lady Lochlcven, and thcie 
was again a deep silence 

at length addressed Lady Fleming ‘Wc can commit 
no deadly sms here, ma honne, wheie we aie so well waidcd 
and look^ to , but if we could, this Caithiisian silence might 
bo useful as a kind penance If thou hast adjusted my 
wimple amiss, my Fleming, oi if Catheime hath mode a wry 
stitch in hei hioidoiy when she was thmkmg of somethmg 
else than her work, or if Roland Onemc hath missed a wild 
duck on the wing, and broke a qiiarrell>pane of glass in the 
tuiiet wmdow, as chanced to him a week sincCrJiow is ^c time 
- to tl«nk on joui sms and to icpcnt of them ’ 

‘Madam, I speak wuth all reveience,' said the Lady Loch- 
levon , ' but I am old, and claim the privilege of age Methinks 
your followers might find fitter subjects for repentance than 
the tnilra you mention, and so mention — once more, I crave 
your pardon — as you jested with sin and lepentance both ’ 
‘You have been om tastei. Lady Loidilcven,’ said the Queen, 
‘I perceive you would dee out your duty with that of our 
father confessor, and smee you choose that our conversation 

should be senous, may I ask you why the Regent’s piomise 

smee your son so styles himself — has not been kept to me 
in that lospecti From tune to time this promise has been 
nmewred, and as constantly broken Mcthinlm those who pre- 
tend themselves to so much gravity and sanctity should not 
debar from others the i eligious succours which their consciences 
icquiro ’ 

'Madam, the Bail of Murray was indeed weak enough,’ said 
the Lady' Loohlcicn, ‘to give so fai way to your unhappy pio- 
judices, and a leligionei of the Pope presented himself on his 
part at oui town of Kinross But the Douglas is lord of his 
own castle, and 'will not permit his threshold to be darkened, 
no, not foi a single moment, "bv an emissaiy belonging to the 
Bishop of Rome ’ 


*4 
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‘Methmks it vreie ivell^ then,' said Mniy, 'that my Lord 
K^ent 'vrould send me theie is less scrnple and more 
ohaiity ’ 

‘In this, madam,’ (mswemd the Lady Locblevcn, ‘you mis- 
take the nature botdi of chanty and of religion Chant} givcth 
to those who aio m deluiom ^ medicaments \rhich may moil 
thoir health, hut lefuscs these enticing cates and hqnors which 
please the palate hut aimmcnt the disease ' 

'This your chanty, I^dy Loobies en, is pmc cnudly imdcr 
the hypocntiaal disguise fnondly care I am oppressed 
amongst you os if you meant the destruction both of my body 
and soul , but Heaven will not endure such iniquity foi ever, 
aud they who are the most aotiTO agents m it may speedily 
expect tWi rewaid ' 

At this moment Bandal enteied the apartment, uith a look 
so perturbed that the Lady Fleming uttered a faint 

scream, the Queen nos obviously startled, and the Lady of 
Loohleven, though too hold and proud to eMneo any marked 
aigus of alarm, asked hastily what was the mattei 

'Hiyfes^e has been slain, madam,’ was tlie reply— -‘mm- 
doied as soon as he gamed tho diy land by young Master Homy 

^*^waa now Cathenne’s turn to start and grow pale 'Has 
the murderer of the Douglas’s vassal escaped 7’ uas tho lad} s 


'There was none to challenge him but Old Keltio and the 
camel Auehtermudhty,’ replied Eondal, ‘imlikely men to stay 
one of the frackest youths in Scotland of his yoa«, and who 
was sure to have fnends and partakers at no great distance 
' Was tho deed completed 1 ' said tho lady 
‘ Done, and done thoroughly,’ eoid Bandal ' a Soyton seldim 

atnkestwiee But the body was not despoiled, ond your honours 

Keltio ^dge early to-morrow , many, ho l«w drunk 
of aqnavito to put the fright out of his head, and rm deeps 

them off beside his carfraveis’ 

deluded Papists,’ said Lady Locblevcn 
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'Nay, madam,’ leplied the Queen, ‘say tather yon see the 
deserved ju^ment of Heaven upon a Galnnistical poisoner ’ 

‘ Hryfesdale iras not of tbe Church of Geneva or of Scotland,’ 
said the Lady Lochleven, hastily 

‘He vas a heretic, however,’ replied Mary ‘Theic is hut 
one true and unemng gmde , the others lead alike mto error ’ 
‘Well, mnditm, I trust it Will reconcde you to your leticat 
that tbs deed shows the temper of those uho might wish tou 
at liberty Bloodthirsty tyrants and cruel man-qucllers are 
they all, fiom the Clan Ranald and Clan Tosach m the north 
to the Fenudierst and Buccleuch in the south, the murdermg 
^ytons in the east, and 

‘Methmks, madam, you forget that I am a Seytonl' said 
Cathenne, withdrawing her kerchief from her face, which was 
now cdoured with indignation 

*lf 1 had foigot It, fair mistiess, your forward hearing would 
have xemmded me,’ said Lady Lochleven 

‘ If my hi other has slam the villam that would have poisoned 
Ins sovereign and his sister,’ said Gathering ‘I am only so far 
Sony that he should have spared the hangman his proper task 
Foa aught furthei, had it been the best Douglas m the land, he 
would have been honoured m fallmg by the Seyton’s sword ’ 
‘Fareaell, gay mistress,’ said the llidy of Lochleven, rismg 
to withdraw, ‘it is such maidens as you who make giddy- 
fashioned revellers and deadly brawlers Boys must needs nse, 
forsooth, m the grace of some sprightly damsel, who thinks to 
dance through nfe as through a French galhaid ’ She then 
made her reverence to the Queen, and added, ‘Do you also^ 
luadaiu, fare you well till curfew time, when I will n^e, per- 
chance, more hold than welcome in attendmg upon yxmr supper 
hoard Gome with me, Bandal, and tell me mote of this cruel 
fact’ 

‘’Tis an extraordinary chance,’ said the Queen, when she 
had departed, ‘and, villam os he was, I would this man had 
been spared tune for repentance We will cause something to 
he done for his soul, d we ever attain oiir liberty, and the 
church wdl pemut such grace to an heretic Bu^ tell m% 
Gathenne, taa mtgnonne — this hrotbei of thme, who is so 
“fradk,” os the fellow called him, bears he the same wonderful 
likeness to thee as formerly f ’ 

‘ If your Grace means m temper, you know shethcr I am so 
fiack as the servmg-man spoke mm ’ 

‘Nay, thou art prompt ouongh lu ail reasonable conscience,’ 
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replied the Qncon , ' but tlion nrtmj ovrn darling notintbstand- 
iiig But I meau^ is this thy tuin-brothei as like theo in form 
and fcntiuos as formerly f J icmomhci thy doai mothei alleged 
It as a icason for destining thee to the veil that> vrere ye both 
to go at large, thou vouldst aiuely get the credit of some of thy 
biothci’s mad pranks ’ 

' I hchorc, madam,’ said Gatheniic, ’there are some unusually 
simple people oven yet lYho can liai^y distinguish bctai\t u% 
especially vhon, for diversion's sake, my biothoi bath taken a 
fcinalc dress,' and, os she spoke, she gave a quick glance at 
Boland Giiemc, tonhom this conveisation convejed a ray of 
light welcome ns eiei sticomed into tlie dungeon of a captive 
thiough tiic door svliioh opened to give him freedom 

‘He must bo a handsome eavahei this biother of thine, if ho 
bo so like jou,’ icplied Maiy ‘Ho nnB m France, I thmk, fbr 
these late ycaisj so that I saw bun not at Holyiood ’ 

‘His looks, madam, base nevei been much found fault i\ith,’ 
ansncFcd Oatheiine Sojton , ‘but I vould he bad less of that 
angry and heady spmt u hioh onl times has e enoonraged amongst 
oui young nobles God knows, I gmdgo not bis bfo m your 
Grace's qnand, and love him for the willingness with which he 
Inboun foi your lesciic But wbeiefore should he brawl with 
an old luflBanly serving-man, and stum nt once hm name wiUi 
such a Inoil and his bands with the blood of on old and ignoble 


'^***^7, bo patient, Catherme; I will not h^ve thee todneo 
my galliint yoimg knight With Hemy foi my knigh^ and 
Holand Grtomo for my trusty squire, methmks I am hkc a 
pniieoss of lomance, who may shoray set at defiawe ^o 
dungeons and the weapons of all wicked ^erers Ifct my 
head aches with the agitation of the day TaJte ^ 
Hulmies, and lesumo whero wo left off ra j 

Ladv help thy head, giil, or rather may she help thy heart I 
ftsSd thL f« the o/mstones, and thou hast brought la 

^ upon tlio Sea afSttknes, th^ucen coi^ 

tmSd hriSi ^ l*er needli while My Fleming and 

which thcQueen seemed ^ 

nowiemombeiedathonsand (nroumstoc^ 

which, had his own pr^osscssion been less, muBC sureij 
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discnixunated the brother twm. the sister , and he fdt ashamed 
that, hanng as it irero by heart every parboular of Catherines 
geatmes, words, and manner^ he should hare thought her, not- 
withstaudiug her spints and levity, capable of assuming the hold 
step, loud tones, and foiwaid assui'anee which accorded uell 
enough ivith hei brother's hasty and mascuhue character He 
cndeaiouted repeatedly to catch a glance of Catherine’s eye, 
that ho m^ht judge how she ^as deposed to look upon him 
since he had m^e the discovery, but he nas unsuccessfid , for 
Catherine, uheu she uaa not readmg herself, seemed to take so 
much interest in the exploits of the Teutonic Elmghts against 
die heathens of Esthonia and Liionia, that he could not surprise 
Iiei eye even foi a second But when, dosing the book, the 
Queen commanded then attendance m the garden, Mary, perhaps 
of set purpose (for Bdand’s anxiety could not escape so practised 
an observer), afforded him a favourable opportunity of accostmg 
his mistress The Queen commanded them to a little distance, 
uhilc she engaged Lady Flemmg m a particular and prirate 
conversation, the subject whereof, we learn from another 
authonty, to have been the comparative excellence of the high 
standing rafP and the falling bwd Boland mnst have been 
duller and more dieepisli than over was youthful lover if he 
had not endeavoured to avail himself of tlus opportunity 

'I have been longing this aholc evenmg to ask of you, fair 
Catlienne,’ said the page, ‘hoa foolish and unapprehensire you 
must have thought me, m heuig capable to mistake bctnixt 
jom brother tmdynuf’ 

‘The circumstancQ does indeed little honour to my rustic 
manners,’ said Catherine, 'smee those of a nild young man were 
so readily mistaken for mine But I shall grow wiser m time , 
and tilth that view 1 am determmed not to think of your folhes, 
hut to correct my own ’ 

‘It will be the lighter subject of meditation of the two,’ said 
Boland 

* I know not that^’ sard Catherine, tety gravely , ‘ I fear u e 
have been both unpardonably foolish ’ 

‘ I hat c hecii mad,’ sard Boland — ‘ impardonably mad But 
you, lotely Cathermc ’ 

‘I,’ wild Gather rue, in the same tone of unusual gravity, 
* liavo too long suffered j on to use such expressions toti aids me 
I fear 1 can permit it no longer, and I blame myself foi die 
pain it may give you.’ 

‘ And what can have happened so suddenly to change our 
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iclation to each othei, or alter, with such sudden cnieltj, joiir 
whole deportment to met’ 

‘I can hardly toll,’ rephed Cathenne, ‘unless it is tliat the 
events of the day haie impressed on my mind the ncccssitj of 
our obseinng more distance to each other A cliuncc similar 
to that 'nhicu betrayed to 3*00 die existence of my brother ina\ 
make known to Ecniy die terms you hnso used to me , and, 
alas < his whole condnot^ as well os his deed this dn}, make, mo 
too jusdy apprehensno of the consequences ’ 

‘ Nay, fear nothmg for that, fan* Catherine,’ nnswcml the 
page, ‘1 am well able to protect m3 self against risks of that 
nature ’ 


‘ That 18 to say,’ replied she, ‘that 3*011 would fight with int 
twin-brothci to wiow 3'our rcffod for his sister? 1 hn\o hcanl 
the Queen 003', in her sod hoan^ that men aic, in lose 01 in 
hate, the most selfish ammah of creation , and 3 onr careless 
nosB in this mattoi looks 1 013* hko it But bo not so uiiieh 
abashed , you are no worse than odicn ’ 

^ ‘ Yon do me injustice, Cathenne,’ lophed the page, ‘ I tlioughl 
but of being threatened with a sword, and did not remember in 
whoso hand your fancy had placed it If your brother sUjod 
bofoio me, with his drawn weapon in Ins luiiid, so like as ho is 
to you in w ord, person, and fat onr, ho might shed my life a blood 
CIO I could find in m3 heart to icsist him to his 111JU13 

‘Alas'’ said she, ‘it is not m3 hrotliei alone Jinl 3011 
lemcraber only the siiignlnr ciroumstanrcs in wlmhwc lute 

mot in equality, and I 11013 “‘Y “‘‘•"““'I 'V" » 

that, whcnotei I ic-cntcr my fnthcr’b hmise. t hcic is n g^f 
between us you mn3 not piss but with penl 
Your only known iclatno is of wild mcl suipilw lmbil«, of « 
hostile aid broken ckm, the rest of sour linc..Be nnknown. 
foimvo mo Hint I siicnk wli.it is tlie imdcniablc iriitli 

^Lovc, mi beautiful Gstbenne, despises genealogies, .mswered 

“iSbutsowiIl not tlicltoul Se 3 t«".’ »>«' 


Queen, thy mistross and mine, 

llwt 30U and she would become my fathmiie 
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iJie poor Qoeeu ib, for a long time, moie likely to be dependent 
on tiio pdeosore of the nobles of bm party than possessed of 
power to contiol them ’ 

'Be it so,’ replied Boland , 'mj deeds shall control piejudice 
itsdf It 18 a bustbng world, and I will hare my share The 
]^ight of Arenel, high as he now stands, lose fiom as obseme 
an origin as mine ’ 

‘Ay,’ smd CSathenne, 'there spoke the doughty knight of 
imnance, that will out his way to the unpnsoned pimcess 
through fiends and fiety dragons < ’ 

‘But if I can set the pnneess at large, and procme her the 
&eedom of her own choice,’ said the page, 'wheie, deaicst 
Catherine) will that choice alightt’ 

'Beleaso the pnneess from dmesse, and she will tell pu,’ 
said the damad , and, bieakmg off the conrersation abruptly, 
she joined the t^een so suddenly that Mary esdlauned, haff- 
aloud ’ 

‘No moie tidings of enl import— no dissension, I trust, m 
my limited househdd 1 ’ Then hxikmg on Cathenue’s blushing 
cheek and Boland’s expanded blow and glancmg eye — ‘No — 
n(^' she said, ‘I see dl is well Ma peUU mgrtmme, go to 
my apartment and fetch me down— let me see— ay, fetch my 
pomander box ' 

And harmg thus disposed of her attendant m the manner 
best qualified to hide her confusion, the Queen added, speak- 
ing apart to Boland, ‘I should at least hare two grateful 
subje^ of Catheime and pn, for what sovereign but Mary 
wodd aid tine lore so wdlmglyf Ay, you lay yom hand on 
yom sword— yom peMe flambetye a nm there TTell, short 
time wdl show if all the good be tine that is piotested to us 
I bear them toll curfew tiom Emtoss To our chamber , this 
old dame hath piomised to be with us again at our evening 
meal Weie it not foi the hope of speedy deliverance, her 
presence would dnve me distract But I will be patient ’ 

‘I piofess,’ said Catheime, who just then entered, ‘I would 
I could be Henry, wnth all a man’s pnnleges, for one moment 
I long to throw my plate at that confect of pnde, and for- 
malify, and lU-natuie ' ’ 

The Lady Memmg reprimanded her yonng companion for 
tins explosion of impatience, the Queen laughed, and they went 
to the picsence-chamber, where almost nnmediatcly entered 
supper and the lady of the castle The Queen, strong m her 
prudent rcsolnbons, endured her pieseuco with great fortitude 
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and cquanimiliy, until hoi pationco vaa distuibed a now 
form, wlHcli had hitbeito made no pait of iiie eeromomol of 
thucniitlc When tiio otlioi nttondanfc Lad lotirod, 
ontoFccl, beating tho keys of the castle fastened upon a chain, 
and, nunounoing that tho natch was set and tho gates infffod, 
dohvored the keys n ith all ro\ oiouco to the Lady of LoohloTca 
The Queen and hci ladies excliangcd witii endi other a 
look of disnp])Ointinont^ anger, and vexation, and Moiysoid 
aloud, 'We oannot icgrct dio smallness of om courts when wo 
SCO om hostess disohargo m person so many of its o&ces In 
addition to hei clmiges of piinoipal stensud of our honsehold 
and grand almonci, sho bos to-mght dono duty as captam of 
ourgtinid' 

'And will conttnuo to do so m future^ madam,' ausneied 
the Lad} Lochlcscii, with mucli gravity, 'the bist^ of Scot- 
land may Uuch mo how lU tho duty is performed which is 
doiio bj nil accioditod dopnty We liarc heard, madam, of 
fnioiiiitcs of later d.ito, and ns httlc merit, as Ohvci Smoiair’ 
*0, madam,' icplicd tlio Queen, 'my fathoi had his female 
ns well <is his mafo fasouiitos tliore were the Ladies Sandi- 
laiids and Olifamit,^ and some others methinks, but their 
immos cannot sum^c m tbo memor)' of so grave a peison'aa 
you’ 

Tho Lady Lochlevon looked as if sho conld have olain tbo 
Queen on the spot^ but commaudod bci tempei, and lotued 
flora the apnitment^ beanng m her band the pondeious bunch 
of koys ■ 

'Now God bo praised f<n that woman’s youthful ihult}'’’ 
said tlie Queen ‘Had she not that weak point m her idiaiacter, 

I might waste my woids on her in -vain But that stain is tbo 
very loierso of what is said of the witch's mark I can moke 
hoi feel tlicic, though she is otherwise inseiiBible all ovei But 
how say yon, girls — liero is n now difficulty How are these 
keys to ho come byf Theio is no deceiving or bnhmg this 
diagon, I trow ’ r 

‘ May I cmvo to know,’ said Boland, ‘ whethor, if your Grace 
wcio beyond tlio walls of tiio castle, you could find means of 
convcpncD to tho firm land, and protection when you ate 

thoiel’ , . i * 1 . * 

‘Trust us for that, Boland,’ said tlio Qneen, foi to that 

point oui scheme is indiflbieut Wrell laid ’ 

■I Tbonuncf of thoso InSlca ond •» tliWlftaa IlHountoof James, aiopieserteS m 
on eplgnm too taitbri for qooiatioa 
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‘Then, if your Giace ivill permit) me to speak my nund, I 
think I could he of some use in this matter ’ 

‘As hoir, my good youth f Speak on,’ said the Queen, ‘and 
feailessly ’ 

‘My pation, the Enight of Avenel, used to compel tho 
youth educated m hts household to leain the use of axe and 
hammer, and iroiking m vood and mm , he used to speak of 
old noi them champions irho foiged then omi weapons, and 
of the Highland captam, Donald nan Ord, or Donald of the 
Hammer, whom he him^f knew, and who used to woik at 
the anvil with a slcdge-hammei m each hand Some said 
he praised this art because he was himsdf of churl’s blood 
Howevei, I gamed some piactice m it, as the Lady Cathcrmc 
Scytou partly knows, foi since we wcie heie I wrought her a 
silver biooch ’ 

‘Ay,' lephed Catherme, ‘but you should tell hei Grace that 
yom workmanship was so mdifferent that it broke to pieces 
next day, and I flung it away' 

‘Believe her not, Boland,* said the Queen , ‘she wept when 
it was broken, and put the fragments mto her bosom But 
foi yom scheme — could yoMX skill avail to forgo a second set 
oPkeysl' 

‘Nc^ madam, because I know not the wards But I am 
convinced I could make a set so like that hateful bunch which 
^e lady bore off even now, that, could they be exchanged 
[agamst them by any means, she would never dream she ivas 
possessed of the wrong ’ 

‘And the good dame, thank Heaven, is somewhat blmd,’ 
said the Queen, ‘but then for a foige, my boy, and the means 
of laboming unobserved!’ 

' Tho armomer's foige, at whndi I used sometuncs to work 
with him, 18 the roundcvault at the bottom of the turrat, ho 
was dismissed with the wardei for bemg supposed too much 
attached to George Douglas The people are accustomed to 
see me bu^ there, and I warrant I ^lall find some excuse that 
will pass current with them foi putting bellows and anvil to 
woik 

'Tlie scheme has a promising face,’ said the Queen , ‘about 
it, my lad, with all sp^, and beware the nature of your work 
IS not discoveied ’ 

‘Hay, I will take the liberty to draw the bolt against chance 
visitors, so that I vnll have tune to put away what I am work- 
ing upon before I undo the door.’ 
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' Will not tlmt of lUclf attract snapiraoD, in a place nhcrc it 
IS so current already 1' said Catherine 

‘Not a nlut)* replied Boland, 'Giegoir the annoiirer, and 
every good hninmennan, locks himself m am he is abont some 
nmstcipicec of craft Besides, somethmg must be risked ' 
'Part nc then to-night,’ said the (^ecu, 'and God bless 
yon, mr children ■ If 2tlaiy’s head ever rises above water, jou 
shall nil rise along with hei ’ 



CHAPTER XXXV 


It u a timo of danger, sot of imel, 

Wlien clniTBhmcn tors to maequois. 

Tm: entorpnse of Roland Gimme appeared to prosper A 
tnnket oi tno, of which the noik did not snrpass tSie suh- 
stanoe (foi the matenals nere silvei, supplied by the Queen), 
were judiciously piesented to those most l^ely to be inquisitive 
into the labours of the forge and anvil, which they thns weie 
induced to reckon profitable to others and harmless in itself 
Openly, the page was seen noikmg about such tnfies In 
puvate be foiged a numbei of keys resembling so nearly m 
n eight and m form those \i hich were presented ovmy evenmg to 
the Lady Lochlcven, that, on a slight inspection, it would have 
been difficult to perceive the diffeienoe He brought them to 
tlie daik lusty coloui by the use of salt and water, and, in 
the tnumph of his ait, piesented them at lengtli to Queen 
Mon' m hei psesence-chambci, about an horn before the tolhng 
of the curfew. She looked at them with pleasure^ but at the 
same time with doubt ‘1 allow’,’ she said, 'that the Lady 
Lodileven's eyes, which are not of the clcaiest, may be well 
deceived, could wo pass those keys on her in place of the leal 
implements of hci tyranny But how is this to be don^ and 
wliicli of my little court daie attempt this tom dejonglem with 
any cliance of snccessl Could wo but engage her m some 
earnest matter of argument’ but those winch 1 hold with her 
always hai’O been of a kmd which make hei grasp her keys 
the faster, os if she said to herself — “ Here I hold what sets me 
above yem taunts and reproaches ” And even for her liberty, 
ilwy Stuart could not stoop to speak the proud heretic fair 
IS hat sliall we do ? Shall Lady Fleming try her eloquence in 
dcscribmg the last new head-tire from Pans! Alas ' thc.go^ 
dame has not changed the fashion of her head-gear since Prokie 
field, foi aught that I Imow Shall my rnignontu Cathonue 
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ici ono of titosc tonclung aiis winch draw the very 
(lOiits nnb of mo nnd Itolnnd GrtemoT Alab' Dame !&&irgaiofe 
Gmighis would rnthci hem a Huguenot psalm of CSdmcnt 
Afiiiot, sung io the tune of MmUez-vtm, heUe endormte 
(’onsins u»i 1 liege connsclloni, wlmt is to be done, for out wits 
me lOttlly Astms in this inatlci? Must oiu maiiatnirms and 
fho champion of our IkkIv, Itolaiid Gnome, manfully assault 
tlip old lad^, mid take the kejs from her pm iwe dwJaitV 
*Nnj < with }om Grace’s pcmussion,’ said liolnnd, ‘I do 
not dnnhl being able toiiiniingo the matter witli more discto- 

tioii . for Uioiigli, 111 jour Gnico's scnicc, I do not feai ’ 

‘A host of old women,’ lutcmipted Cathemic, ‘each aimed 
with lock and spindle, jet ho 1i.ib no fancy foi pikes .md 
^Mitisnins, wliieli might nso nt the eiy of " Help I a Dongles — a 
itoiiglas ' ” ’ 

•They tliakdo not fc.u fan Indies’ tongues,* continued Iho 
lingo, ’iioofl dicsd nothing clbo But, giacions Jiogo, I am 
ucllriigli utisfied tliat I could pass the orchango of these kejs 
on the lyidy Lochlovon, but I diced the sentinel who is now 
planted mghtlj m the gaiden, winch, by necessity, wo must 

trasoiro’ . , , , 'j 

* Oul In**!/ IOCS from owr fiionu on two isliorc Ijutc promibea 

us assislaiico m tlml mnttci,* icpbed the Queen , ^ , 

' Aud IS jom Grace well assured of tho fidelity and waton- 

fiiliiess of tl’ioso without?’ j 

‘Foi tlion fidolitj I will answci with my life, and foi tUoii 
MKilnnco I will answoi with my life I will give thee instmit 
iMTOf, mj faithful Boland, that Uiqy aro mgonuous and tinsty 
ns Uijsclf Come hither Nay, CatUenne, attend us, wo 
cenj not w doft a page into om piivato chambra iilono itoko 
fast tho door of tho perloui, Fleming, and swim us 
tho least stcp-oi ‘stay, go «‘oo *«» the Cathemi^ 
a whispei), tliy eais and thy wits ore both 
FlS. aUond 118 thyself ogam the ^I»>5pmcd) Hei 

mvociS pioseuoo will^ as safe a watch on Boland as thine 

tho bed^, . moon oi«itaicitfc oolightonod It? a poo 


sing to hci 



THE ABBOT 


S81 




nearer it seems to the verge of the iratcr 1 It is no brighter at 
this distance than the toioh of the poor glow-irorm, and yet, my 
good yonth, that light is more dear to Maty Stuart than O’xry 
stai that tmnkleb m the blue vault of heaven By that signal, 
I know that more than one true heart is plotting my deliver- 
ance , and without that consciousness, and the hope of freedom 
It gives me, I had long smce stooped to my fate and died of a 
bioken heart Plan after plan has been formed and abandoned , 
hut still the hght glimmers, and while it glimmers my hope 
lives 0 < how many evenings have I sat musing in despau: 
over our rumed schemes, and scarce hoping that I should ogam 
SCO that blessed signal , when it has snMenly kindled, and, hke 
the lights of St Elmo m a tempest, brought hope and consola- 
tion where there was only dejection and despair <* 

‘If I mistake not,’ answered Roland, ‘the candle shines from 
the house of Blmkhoolie, the mail-gardener ’ 

‘Tliou hast a good eye,’ said the Queen, ‘it is there where 
my trusty heges-^od and the saints pour bicasmgs on them ' 
— hold consultation for my dehverance The voice of a wretched 
captive would die on these blue waters long ere it could mingle 
ici their coanod, and yet I con hold communication — I * 1 ^ 
confide the whole to thee — I am about to ask those faithful 
friends if the moment for the groat attempt is mgh Place 
the lamp in the window, Fleming ’ 

She obeyed, and immediately withdrew it No sooner had 
she done so than the light m '^e cottage of the gardener dis- 
appeared * 

‘ Now, count,’ said Queen Mary, ' for my heart beats so thick 
that I cannot count myself ’ 

The Lady Fleming began deliberately to count one, two, 
three, and when she had amved at ten the light on the shore 
agam showed its pale twinkle 

‘ Now, Our Lady be praised • ’ said the Queen , ‘ it was but 
two nights since ti^t the absence of the hght remamed while 
I could tell thirty The hour of deliverance approaches. 
May God bless those who labour m it with such truth to me 1— 
alas • with such hazard to themselves — and bless you to<^ my 
children t Come, w e must to the audience-chamber again Our 
absence nught evmte suspicion, should they serve suppei.’ 

They returned to the presence-chamber, and t^ evenmg 
concluded as usual. 

The next noon, atdmnei^tune, an unusual incident occurred 
While Lady Douglas of Lochleven petfotmed her daily duty of 
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ABsistanb and tnstoi at the Queen's table, she \ra8 told a man- 
nt-anns had amved, lecommcuded by her son, but without any 
lottci 01 othei token than what he bionght by word of mouth 
'Hatli he given 3'ou tliat token t’ demand^ the lady 
‘ He leserred li^ as I think, for youi ladyship’s car,^ replied 
Baudal 

'Ho doth well,’ said the lady, 'tell him to wait in the hall 
But no — ^rrith yom poinussion, madam (to the Queen) — lot him 
attend mo horo ’ 

‘Sinco you aie pleased to receive yom domestics m my pio- 

sonc^’ said tlio Queen, 'I cannot choose ‘ 

‘My infirmities must plead my oveus^ madam,' rephed tlio 
lady, ‘the life 1 must lead here ill smts with the years wrhioh 
have passed over my head, and compels me to waive eeicmoniol ’ 
‘ 0 , my good 100}',’ leplied the Queen, ‘I would there weie 
nought in mis your castle more strongly compulsive than the 
cobweb chains of ceiemonj', but bedts and bars ore harder 
matters to contend with ' 

As she spoke, the person announced by Banda! entered Qio 
100m, and Itolond Giiome at once lecogmsed m him the Abbot 

Ambiosius , , , 1 j * 

' Wliat IB youi name, good fellow t soid the lady 
'Edward Glondinmnj&’ answered the abbot, with a smtablo 


lovo^ce^ ou jjj^ tjjg Kmght of Avenel?’ soid the 

Lady of Loohloven , 

‘Ay, madam, and lhat nearly,’ rqjhed thoprdlondrf soldiCT 
‘It IS likely enough,’ said lio Itidy, ‘for the knight is the 
son of his own good works, and has risen foom obsMte Imco^ 
to his present high lonk in the estate But ho is of sure tmth 
and approved worth, and his kinsman is welcome to us You 

hold, unquestionably, the true faith?’ , , 1 _ 

‘Do not doubt of it, madam,’ said the (hsgms^ chmdn^ 

‘Hast thou o token to me from Su William Dou^s? said 

^°‘I*^have, madam,’ lephed he, ‘but it must be sold m 
^"T^hdu art n^t,’ sard the lady, movi^ towards the recess 

of a window, ‘soy m whatdoMitconwst? 

‘In the woids of on old bard, rephed Ao °hl ^ 

‘Repeat them,’ answered the l^y . and he ntte*^, 1 
tone, ri&olines fiom an old poem colled The JSba/et 
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*0, Douglas * Douglas < 

Ttoder and trne ‘ 

‘ Trusty Su John Holland < ’ said the Lady Douglas, apostio- 
plusmg the poet, ' a kinder heart never inspired a rhyme, and 
the Douglas^ honour was ever on thy harp-^ng ' IVe receive 
you among our followeis, Glendmning But, Bandal, see that 
he keep the outer ward only, till wo shall hear moie touching 
him from our son Thou fear^t not the night am, Glen- 
dinnmgf’ 

‘In the cause of the lady before nhom I stand, 1 fear 
nothing, madam,’ answered the disgmsed abbot 

‘Oui gamson, then, is stronger hy one trustworthy soldier,’ 
said the matron ‘Go to the buttciy, and let them moke 
much of tliee ’ 

When the Lady Loohleven had retired, the Queen said to 
Boland Gneme, nho was now almost constantly in her com- 
pany, 'I spy comfort mtlmt stranger’s countenance, I know 
not nhy it should be so, but I am well persuaded he is a 
fnond ’ 

‘Your Grace’s penetration does not deceive you,’ answered 
the page, and he informed her that the abbot of St Mary’s 
himself played the part of the newly-amved soldier 

'The Queen oross^ heiself, and looked upward ‘ Unworthy 
sinner that I am.’ she said, ‘that for my ^c amon so holy, 
and so high in spuitual office, should wear the garb of a base 
Bwotder, andjrun the risk of dymg the death of a traitor * ’ 

‘ Heaven will protect its onn servant, madam,’ said Gathcrme 
Seyton, ‘his aid would bnngablessmg on our undertaking, 
were it not already blest for its own sake ’ 

‘Wbat I admue in my spintnal father,' said Boland, ‘was 
the steady front with which ho looked on me, without givmg 
the least sign of former acquaintance I did not t hink the 
~likc was possible, smee 1 have ceased to believe that Henry 
was the same person with Catherine ’ 

‘But mark^ you not how ostuciously the good father,’ said, 
the Queen, ‘eluded the questions of we woman Lochleven, 
telling her the very truth, whioh yet she received not as such 1 ’ 
Boland thought in his heart that, when the truth was 
spoken for tlie puiposc of deceiving, it was httle better than a 
he m disguise But it was no time to agitate such questions 
of conscience 

‘And now for the signal from the shore'’ exclaimed 
Cathenuo, ‘my bosom tells mo we shall see this night two 
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lights instead of one gleam fiom that gaiden of Eden And 
then, Jloland, do you play yoiu pait manfully, and -no auU 
dance on the giconswaid like midnight huiies * ’ 

Catherme’s conjoctuio misgave not^ not deceived her In 
tlio ovoniug two beams twmklod fiom tlie oottage, mstead of 
one, and the page licaid, with beating heart, that the new 
letninei was oracred to stand sentinel on the outside of the 
castle When be mtimatcd this news to tlie Queen, she hold 
hei hand out to him , ho knelt, and when ho raised it to hie 
lips in nil dutiful homage, he found it was damp and cold as 
maiblo ‘ Foi God’s sake, madam, dioop not now— sink not 
now'’ 

‘ Call upon Om Lady, my bego,’ said the Lady Fleinmg— 
‘call upon yam tutelar saint* 

‘Call tiio spiiits of tlie bundled kings you aie descended 
liom ' ’ oidaimed the page, ‘in this hem ra need, the lesolu- 
tion of a monarch were woi^ the aid of a hundred samts ' 

‘0 ' Holand Gimme,’ said Maiy, in a tone of deep despond- 
onoy, ‘bo lane to mo , many have been falso to mo Alas ' I 
have not always been tine to myself • My mmd misgives me 
that I shall die in bondage, and that this bold attempt wiH 
cost all our hves It was fmctold mo by a soothsayer m 
Franco that I should die in prison, and by a violent death, 
and hoio comes the hour 0, would to God it found mo 


^ ^l&dam,’ said Cathermo Seyton, 'lomembci you too a 
queen Bettor we all died m biavely attempting to ga" 
fteedom than lemomed hero to be poisoned, os men ud them 
of the nonous vermin that haunt old houses 

‘ You are light, Catherine,’ said the Queen , ‘and M^ wdl 
beoi hoi like homolf Bui* alas' your yrang and bummt 
spirit can ill spell the causes which have broken mmo Fw- 
Jto me, my ohildron, and farewell for a while, I will piopaio 

both mmd and body foi this awful venture 

Thov sopainted, tiU tmoin called togpthei by the tolb^ of 
the omfe^ The Queen appealed grave, but firm vM 
the ]Sdy Flemina with ttie ait of on 
know neifeotly how to disguise hei inward taemora, (^tiiennes 
fired Mrf with the boldness of the projeot» and tlm 
ImlfWo whi^ dwelt upon her beautiful mouth seemed to 

Eolaiid, who felt how much presence 

address and ioldnes^ summoned togothei hia whole pres™ 
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of mind, and if he found his spirits flag for a moment, cast 
his OTe upon Cathenne, 'nhom he thought he had never 
seen look so heautifnl ‘1 may bo foiled,’ he thought, 'hut, 
Mith this levraid in piospeot, they must hnng the devil to 
aid them ere they cross me’ Thus resolved, he stood hke 
a greyhound m wo shps, nith hand, heart, and eye intent 
upon making and semng opportunity for the execution of then 
pioject 

The keys had, nith the \ronted ceremonial, been presented 
to the Lady Lochlcien She stood ^ith her ^ck to the case- 
ment, irhich, like that of the Queen’s apartment, commanded a 
view of Kmioss, vnth the church, irhioh stands at some distance 
fiom the tovm, and nearer to the lake, then connected uith tlie 
town by straggling cottages Witii hex bock to the casement, 
then, and her face to the table, on arhich the keys lay for an 
instant a bile she tasted the vanous dishes ahich aeic placed 
there, stood the Lady of Lochlcvcn, more provokingly intent 
than usual — so at least it seemed to her prisoneia — upon the 
huge and heavy bunch of non, the implements of their 
lostraint Just uhen, having finished hm ccicmony as tastei 
of Ijhe Queen’s table, she nos about to take up the keys, tlie 
page, uho stood beside her, and had handed her the diUics m 
succession, looked sidcviso to the churchyard, and exclaimed 
ho sau corpse-candles in the vault The Lady of Locblevcn 
vas not ivithout a touch, though a slight one, of the supciv 
stitions of the time the fate of hei sons made her alive to 
omens, and a crflpse-light, as it iras called, in the family bunal- 
placo boded death Slio turned her head towards tlie casement 
— saw a distant glimmering — ^foigot her charge for one second, 
and m that second wore lost the whole fruits of her former 
vigilance The page held the forged keys under his cloak, and 
with great dexterity exchanged them for the ical ones His 
utmost address coiUd not prevent a slight clash os he took up 
the lattci bunch ‘IVho touches tJic keys?’ aoid the lady, 
and while the page answered that Hie sleeve of his cloak had 
stirred them, she looked lound, possessed herself of the bunch 
which now occupied the place of tJic gcmunc keys, and again 
turned to garc at the supposed corpse-candles 

‘I hold these gleams,’ she said, after a moment’s considera- 
tion, 'to come, not from the churchyard, but from tbo hut of 
the old gardcnei Bhnkhooho I wonder what thnft that churl 
dnves, that of late he hath over had light in his house till the 
night grew deep I tliought liim on indiistiious, pcaccfnl man 

Ti 25 
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If ho tarns resctter of idlo compamoza sad night-nolkcn^ tbe 
place must be nd of him ' 

‘He maj MOik his basket^ peidumce^' &ud the page, 
desirous to stop the tmiu of her suspioiou 
' Or nets, mar he not } ' answered the lady 
‘Ay, madanv said fioland, ‘for ttout and salmon ' 

‘0i foi fools and knaves’ replied the lady, ‘but this shall 
be looked after to-morroir I vish pur Grace and your 
company a good eremug fiandol, attend us ' And Bandal, 
\iho ivaited in the antechamber after having surrendored his 
bunch of keys^ gave his escoit to his mistress as usiml, Mhile, 
leaving the Queen’s apartments, she retired to her onn 

' To-morrow > * said the pag^ nibbing his hands with glee ns 
he repeated the lady’s last a ords , ‘ fools look to to-morroe, and 
wise folk use to-night May I pray yon, my gracious h^, to 
retire for one half-hour, until all the castle is composed to rest} 
I must go and mb with oil these blessed implements of om 
freedom. Courage and constancy, and all will go a ell, provided 
our fnenda on the shore j^l not to send tlie host pu spoke of 
‘Fear them not,’ said Oathenne, ‘they are tme as steel-- 
if our dear mistress do but mamtom hci noble and r^yal 


‘^bt not me, Oathenne,’ replied the Queen, ‘a whdo 
smee I was overboine, but I have recalled the qiint of my 
earlier and more spnghtly dap when I used to accompany my 
armed nobles, and wish to be mpdf a man, to know what life 
It was to be in the fields with sword and buckler, jack and 

knapscap i i 

‘0, the lark lives not a gapr bfe, nor ““g® hghtm and 
gayer song, than the merry aoldiei,’ anew ered ^tliennc Your 
Grace shall he in the midst of them soon, and tlio l^k of such 
a liege sovereign will make eacli of your host woith tliiee in tlio 

hour of need But I must to n^ tn^ , 

‘We have hut bnef timc^’ said Queen j • one of the 
two lights m the cottage is extingmshed , that shows the boat 

“^i^y’will row veiy alow,’ said the page, ‘or kent where 
depth pLuts, to avoid noise To our sevcrel tasks I will 
communicate with the good fatbrn -ilnnt in the 

* Sea Dunwpour oT Qnoon Huy Sota ft 
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staircflso that descondcd fiom the Queen’s apartment ‘Xovv, 
turn smooth and softly, thou good bolt,’ said he, 'if ever oil 
softened rust < ’ and his preoaubons had been so effectual that 
the bolt 1 evolved \ntii little or no sound of resistance He 
ventured not to cross the threshold, hut exchanging a vrord 
\rith the disguised abbot, asked if the boat uere ready. 

‘This half-hour,’ said the sentmel ‘She lies beneath the 
Mali, too close undor the islet to bo seen by the uarder, but I 
fear she a ill hardly escape his notice m putting off i^m ’ 

‘The darkness,’ said the page, ‘and oni profound silence, 
may take her off uuobseived, as she came in Hildebrand has 
the aatch on the tower — a heavy-headed knave, vrho holds a 
can of ale to be the best head-piece upon a mght-Tratch. He 
sleeps foi a wager ’ 

‘Then bnug the Queen,* said the abbot, ‘and I will coll 
Hemy Seyton to assist them to the boat ’ 

On tiptoe, wuth noiseless step and suppiessed bieatli, 
tremblmg at eveiy mstlo of their own apparel, one aftei 
another fair pnsoneis ^ided down the winding stair, under 
die guidance of Boland Gncmc, and were received at the 
wioketgate by Henry Seyton and the churchman The former 
sc^ed instantly to take upon himself the whole diicctioii of 
the ontcrpnse ‘ My lord abbot,’ he said, ‘ g^ve my sister yom 
arm, I will conduct the Queen, and that }outh will have the 
honour to guide Lady Flemmg ’ 

This was no time to dispute the armugcment, although it was 
not that whicb Boland Gneme would have chosen (^theiine 
Seaton, who well knew' the garden patli, tnpped on bcfoie like 
a Sjlph, mthei leading the abbot diau iccciving assistance, 
the Queen, her natii’c spint proiaihng over female fear and a 
thousand painful icficctioiis, moved steadily forwaid, by the 
assistance of Heniy Seyton , while the Lady Fleming encum- 
bered with her feaiw and her helplessiiCBs Boland Gimmes who 
follow cd ni the rear, and who bore undci the other arm a packet 
of necessaries belonging to the Queen The door of tiie garden, 
which commiiiiicatd with the shore of the islet, yielded to one 
of tlie keys of which Boland had possessed himself, although 
not until he had tried several — a moment of anxious terror and 
expectation The ladies weie then partly led, partly earned, 
to the side of the Like, wlieie a boat with siv rowers attended 
them, the men couched along tlic Ixittoni to secure them from 
observation Henry Seyton placed the Queen in tlie stem, 
the abbot offered to .i&ust Catbcimc, but bhe was seated by 
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tho Queen’s side befoio lie could uttei his proffer of help, end 
Bdand Groime was just lifting Lady Fleming ovci the boat-side 
when a thought suddenly ocoiirrca to him, and crolaiming, 
‘ Forgotten — foigotten ' u ait for mo but one half mmuto^' he ic 
placed on the shore the helpless lady of the bcd-diambor, tlucv 
the Queen’s pocket into tlio boal^ and sped bock through flic 
garden with the noiseless speed of a bird on tho uing 

‘By Heaven, he is false at last’’ said Scjton, 'I c\ci 
fcaied it>’ 

‘He is as true,’ said Catheiini^ ‘as Hcaien itself, and that 
1 will maintain ’ 

‘Be silent, minion,’ said her biothci, ‘foi shame, if not for 
fear Fallons, put oft, and non foi j our lives ' ’ 

‘Help me — help mo on boaidi’ said tho dcsoitcd Lndj 
Fleming, and that loudoi than prudonco narmiitcd 

‘Put off— put off ' ’ ciied Henry Soyton , ‘leave all behind, 
so the Queen is safe ’ 

• Will you ponnit thii^ madam f ’ said Catheiinc, implonnglj', 
'you leave your deliveici to death ’ 

‘I mil not,’ said the Queen ‘Seyton, I command }oii to 


stay at weiy nsk ’ ^ • 

‘ Pardon mo, madam, if I disobey,’ said tho intractable young 
man, and witli one hand hftmg m Lady FJoining, ho begun 
lumsclf to piisli off tho boat 

She nas tno fathoms’ lengtli from tlio shoio, and the louei-s 
were Betting her Jioad louiid, nhen Boland Gnciiio, amiiiig, 
bounded from the beach, and attaiiiod tho bo-rt, mertunimg 
Sevton, on n liom ho lighted The j-onth sn ore a deep but sni>- 
pi^sscd oath, and stopping Giicrae os ho stepped tonimlM the 
stern, said, ‘Your place is not mtli high-born dames, kcqi at 

tho head and turn tho vessel Now give n a>— given aj !.<« 
for God and tho Queen'’ 

Tlie ion CIS obo 3 ed, and began to pill Mgmouslj 
‘Why did yoa not muffle tlio oars? said Boland 

jsshI J, 
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or I shoot I’ And, tis they continued to ply their oars, ho 
called aloud, ‘Treason '—treason I’ img the bell of the castle, 
and discharged his haiquebuss at the boat The ladies ctourded 
on each other like starred mld-foirl, at tiie flash and leport of 
tlio pieo(^ \rhile the men urged Hie rweis to the utmost speed. 
Tliey heard more than one bill ttIue along the surface of the 
Lik^ at no great distance from then little bark; and fiom the 
lights, trhn^ glanced like meteoie from irmdoir to 'nindoTr, it 
vas evident the n-hole castle rvas alarmed, and their escape ^s- 
corered 

‘Pull I’ agam exclaimed Seyton, 'stretch to your oars, or I 
mil qiur you to the task mth my dagger , they will launch a 
boat imm^iately.' 

‘That rs cared for,’ said Boland , ‘I locked gate and uicket 
on them vheu I u'ent back, and no boat a ill stn from the island 
tills night, if doors of good (Sik and bolts of non can keep men 
uithm stono vralls And notr I resign my oflSce of porter of 
Lochleven, and give tho keys to the Kelpie’s keepmg ’ 

As the heavy keys plunged hr tho lake, the abbot, nho till 
then had been repeating his prayers, evcliiimed, ‘Nou', bless 
tlrpe, my son ' for thy ready prudence puts shame on us all ’ * 
‘I Imew,’ sard kbry, maamg her breath more fieHy, as 
they acre now out of reach of the musketry — ‘I knew my 
sqmre’s truth, promptitude, and sagacity I must have him 
dear fnends ^ itlr my no less true kmghts, Douglas and Seyton , 
but uhore, then, is Douglas t’ 

‘Here, maalim,’ answered the deep and melancholy voice of 
Hie boatman uho sat next her, and who acted as steersman 
‘Alas ' uos it you who stretched your body before me,’ said 
tho Queen, ‘uhen the balls were raining aiound usf ’ 

‘Believe you,’ said he, in a low tone, ‘that Douglas would 
have resigned to any one tho chance of proteotmg his Queen’s 
life with his owni’ 

The dialogue was here lutemipted by a shot or two from 
one of those small pieces of artillery called falconets, then used 
in defendmg castles Tlic shot uas too vague to have any 
effect, but the broader flash, the deeper sound, the louder return 
which was made by tho midnight echoes of Bcnnarty terrified 
and imposed silence on the liberated prisoners The boat was 
alongside of a rude quay or laudmg-plaoo, running out from a 
garden of considerable extent, ere any of them again attempted 
to speak. Thiy landed, and while the abbot returned thanks 
* Sm Escape ofOaeca Uat} Uom Loelileven Kote 30 
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aloud to Heaven, vhicli Lad Unis far favouied then enterpnse, 
Douglas CDjoj'cd Uic best ronard of his desperate undertakings 
111 conducting Uio Queen to the bouse of toe gardener Yets 
not unmiudful of Boland Gionuc, even m that moment of 
terror and oxliaubtion, ldai7 cxpessly commanded Scjton to 
giro his nsuHtence to Fleming, ubdo (^therme voluntarily, and 
uithout bidding, took too arm of the page Seyton pioscutly 
icsigncd Lady Fleming to the care of too ablrat, alleging ho 
must look after toon- horses, and his attendants, disencnmbci' 
mg themsohes of their boatoloak^ hastened to assist him 
IV^liilo kloiy spent in the gardener’s cottage the feu minutes 
uhich ucic necessary to prouio Uio steeds ter then depaituii^ 
she pciccivcd in a comci toe old man to uhom toe ganien 
belonged, and called him to appioach He came as it uerc 
VI to rclnoUiicc 


*Hov, biotoei,’ said too abbot, ‘so slov to volcome toy 
loyal Queen and misUcsb to libcity and to hci kingdom ' ’ 

The dd man, thus admonished, came forvoid, and, m good 
terms of speech, gave hei Grace joy of her dohveronce 

Tho Queen returned him tooiiks in toe most gracious monnci, 
and added, ‘ It vill remain to us to ofler some immediate levojd 
for your fidelity, for vo vot veil your house has been long too 
lefugo in vliich our tiusty servants hove root to concert 
measuios foi oui ficcdom ’ So saying, she offerrf gold, and 
added, ‘ Wo vill considei your services more fuDy bercmtCT 
' Kneel, btothoi.’said too abbot— ‘kneel mstently, nud thank 

her Grace’s kindness ’ . j i 

‘Good brother, tliat vert once a fev stops undw me, ana 
art still veiy many years youngei,’ leplicd the gardener, pet- 
tishly, ‘lot mo do mine aoknov lodgments m my ovn vay 
Que^ have knelt to me ere now, and m truth my knees ora 
tro old and stiff to bend even to this tovoly-facod lady May 
It please youi Grace, if yoiu Grace’s servants have ^upied my 
hoLo, 80^ that I could not call it mine ovn, if Uioy hmo 
tioddon down my flowera m too swl of tooii m^mght coming 
and goings, and desboyed the hope rf the famt ^ 

bringing toeir var- homes mto my ^rfon, I do ° 

ySif Grace in requital that jouvill choose your 
Cfrom me as iossihlo I am mi old man, who v^ wi - 
in^y creep to my grave as easily as I con, m peace, good-wil , 

toiy, 

yonder casUo my residence again, if I con help it 
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let me pte&s on you tins monej * , it u ill make some amends for 
the havoc wo have made in your little garden and ondiard ’ 

‘I tliank youi Giace, but it will make me not the least 
amends,' said the old man 'The ruined labours of a viholo 
year ore not so easily replaced to bun viho has perchance but 
that one year to live, and, besides, they tell mo I must leave 
this place, and become a uandeier m mine old age — that have 
nothing on caith savung tliese fruit-trees, and a fevi’ old parch- 
ments and family seerets not north kuoning As for gold, if 
I had loved it, 1 mi^t have romamed lord abbot of St Mary’s , 
and yet 1 not, fm if Abbot Bomfocc bo but the poor 
peasant Bliukhooli^ his successor, the Abbot Ambrosius, is 
still transmuted for the notse mto the gmse of a sword-and- 
budilcp-man ’ 

‘Ha< Is this mdeed the Abbot Boniface of nhom I have 


heard!' said the Queen 'It is mdeed I nho ^uld liave bent 
the knee for your blesamg, good father 1 ' 

'Bend no knee to me, lady< The blessing of an old man, 
who IS no longer an abbots go with you ovci dale and down. 
I hear the trampling of your horses ' 

Farewell, father,’ said the Queen 'When we are oncemore 


seated at Holyrood, we will neither forget thee nor thine mjured 
garden ’ 


'Forget us both,' said the Ex-Abbot Boniface, 'and may God 
bo with you<’ 

As they burned out of the house, they heard the old man 
talking and mhttonng to himself, as he hastily drew bolt and 
bar behind tiiom 


' The rev cugo of the Donglosscs w ill reach the pooi old man,’ 
said the Queen ‘God help me, I nun every one whom 1 
approach'’ 

‘His safely is caied for,’ said Seyton , 'ho must not icmain 
hero, but will he pnvatdy conducted to a place of greater 
beouiity But 1 would your Groco were m the saddle To 
horse ' — ^to horse ' ’ 


The party of Soytou and of Douglas wcic iiicicabed to about 
ten by those attendants who had remained with the horses 
The Queen and her ladies, with all tlie rest who came fiom the 
boat, were instantly mounted, and holding aloof from the 
village w hioh w as aliead v alarmed by the fln|ig fiom the castle, 
with Douglas actuig as tlicir guide, they soon reached the open 
groimd, and began to ndc as fast as was consistent w itli keeping 
together m good order. 





CHAPTER XXXVl 

He moiuitod himsaif on a coil-bki& steed, 

And Iter on o froaklad grn, 

With a bugelct hom hung douii bam hie side, 

And lonndl} they lode ausy 

Old Ballad 

The lufluonco of tho fioo on, tho luslujig of tlio hoisos orer 
Ingh find low, tho iraging of tlio biidlo^ the crmtntion at once 
aiisiug from n eonbo of ficcdom and of rapid motion, gmdually 
dispoUod tho confused mid dojocted sort of stupefaction by 
which Queen Moiy was at diet overwrhelmed She conld not 
at lost conocal tlie change of hei feelings to tlic person who 
lodo at hoi rein, and who bho doubted not was tho Fath^i 
Ambiosins, foi Seyton, with oil the heady impetuosity of a 
^outh, pioud, and justly so, of his first successful adyeutui^ 
assumed all the bustlo and impoitonoo of oommander of the 
little p<uty, wliioh eseoited, in the language of the tim^ tho 
Foitnne of Scotland He now led tho yan, now diccked liis 
bounding steed till the icoi hod come np, enhorted the leodets 
to keop a steady, though lapid, pace, and commanded those 
who woio hindmost of the paity to use then spurs, and allow 
no inteival to take place in then line of maich, and anon he 
was beside the Queen oi hoi ladies, inqninng how tlicy biobked 
the hasty jomney, and whethei they had any commands foi 
him But while Seyton thus busied himself m tlie general 
cause with some advantage to the legulai oidei of the mmeh, 
and a good deal of personal iKtentation, the hoisomon who rode 
beside tho Queen gave hei his full and undividod attentum, as 
if he had been waiting upon some supenoi being When the 
load was lugged and dangeious, ho abandoned almost entncly 
tho oaie of his own horse, and kept his hand constantly upon 
tho Queen’s biidle , if a iivei oi laiger biook travcised theur 
course, his left aim lotamed her m the saddle^ while his right 
hold hei palfrey’s lem 
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‘I had no): thou^tt revaiend father,’ said the Queen, -when 
they reached the o&er bonk, ‘that the oonrent hied sach good 
hoiacmcu ’ The person she addressed sighed, <but made no other 
answer ‘I know not how it is,’ said Queen Mary, ‘hut either 
tlie sense of freedom, or the pleasure of my favounte exerciee, 
itaca. which I hare been so long debaned, oi both combmed, 
seem to hare given wings to me no fish erei shot thiough 
the water, no bud thiough the air, with the humed feelmg of 
liberty a^ raptuie with whidi I sw'cep through this mght- 
wmd, and orei these wolds Nay, such is the magio of feelmg 
mj'self once more m the saddle, that I could almost sw ear 1 am 
at this moment mounted on my own favounte Hosabelle, who 
was never matched m Scotland for swiftness, foi ease of motion, 
and for surene&s of foot ' 

‘And if the horse which bears so deoi a hiuden could speak,’ 
answcicd the deep voice of the mdaueholy Geoige of Douglas, 
‘would she not icply, who but Itosabcllc ought at such an 
cmeigciice ns tins to soiio hei beloved mistiess, oi who but 
Douglas ought to hold her biidlc-ieml’ 

Queen Maij started , she foresaw at once all tlie evils liko 
to^iiso to herself aud him from the deep cnthusiastio passion 
of this youth , but boi fcclmgs as a woman, grateful at once 
and compaEsiouatc, pi evented hm' assuming tbc dignity of a 
Queen, and she endeavoured to coiitmuo the conversation m an 
ludifleient tone 

‘Mctliought,’ die said, *1 heard that, at the division of my 
spoils, Rosabefle had become tho property of Lord Morton’s 
^ramoui and ladye-loi c, Alice ’ 

'The noble palfrey Imd indeed been destined to so hose a 
lot^’ answciud Dou^as ‘ She was kept under four keys, and 
nndci tho cliaige of a numeious mew of giooms and «lnmra»tins , 
but Queen Mary needed Bosabdle, and Bosabcllc is hero ’ 

‘And was it well, Douglas,* said Queen Majy, 'whcnsiicli 
fearful nsks of vonous kinds must needs be encountcied, that 
you should augment their perils to j-oursolf ftn n subject of so 
little moment os a polfriy ?’ 

‘ Do you call that of little moment,’ ausw ered Douglas, ‘which 
has affixed you a moment’s pleasure t Did you not stoi t with 
joy when I Brst said you wrere mounted on Bosabcllc f to 
purchase you that plcasuic, though it weio to last no longer 
than die flash of lightning doth, would not Douglas have 
his life a thousand times ! ’ 

‘0, pcact^ Dou^as— peace,' said the Queen, ‘this is unfitting 
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liinguagc , and, besides, I vould speak,’ said sbe^ lecaiUixbmg 
herself, 'Mitli the abbot of St klaiys Nay, Douglas I mil 
not let you quit my rein in di^Ieasure ’ 

’iDispleasur^ lady >' ansaerra Douglas, 'alas ' sorrea is all 
that I can feel for 3 our aell-aarranted contempt I should be 
as soon displeased aith Eeascu for refusmg tiie snidest a ish 
uliicli mortal can form.' 

'Abide by my reiu, lioncrcr,’ said Alaty, 'thcic is room for 
my lord abbot ou the other side, and, beside^ I doubt if his 
oasistaiico aould be so useful to Bosabdle and me as youis has 
been, should ike nud ogam require it ’ 

The abbot came up on the other sidi^ and ahe immediately 
opened a oonrersation uith him on the topic of the state of 
parties, and the plan fittest for her to pursue m consequence 
of her deliverance In this comersalaon Douglas took httle 
shart^ and no\er but a hen directly apphed to b^' the Queen, 
ulule, OB before, his attenfaon seemed entirely engrossed by the 
care of ilarj’s personal safety She leanied, however, she had 
a nen obligation to him, sinc^ by his oontiiTanoe, the abhoft 
whom he had funnahed with the family password, was introduced 
into the castle as one of the gornson . 

Long before daybreak they ended their hasty and pcnious 
lourney before the gates of Niddne, a castle m TTest Lothian, 
holongtng to Lord Seyton When the Queen was about to 
nhgh tj Henry Seyton, preventing Douglas^ received her in Jiis 
arms, and, kneehng down, preyed her Majesty to enter the 
house of his father, her faithful serrant • 

‘Your Grace,’ be added, ‘may repose youreeilf here in pcrtcct 
safety it is already garrisoned with good men fw your pn^ 
tection, and I have sent a post to myfathcr, wbree instant 
amval, at the head of five hundred men, may be look^for 
Do not dismay youreelf, therefore, should yom be broken 
b\' the tramplHJg of horse , hut only thmk that here are wm 

swres more of the saucy Seytons come to Scottish 

'And hy hotter fnonds toan the BaocySey^ a Swttish 

oueiTcanuot be guarded,' replied ilary 

rthe^er and welliugb ^ 

auoe I have been a traveller, and I fed “ 

wdeome Chtbenne, ma naymme, you must 
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Maij Stnaxt keep her ojes open, aud distonguish her 
fnends Seyton, I need scarcely leconmicnd the venerable 
abbot, the Douglas, and my page to your honourable care and 
hos^tality.’ 

Henry Sqrton bovred, and Oatherme and Lady Flcuung 
attended the Queen to her apartment, \rhcrc, acknowledging 
to them that she should have found it difficult in that moment 
to keep her promise of holding her eyes open, she resigned 
hersdf to repose, and awakened not till the mormng was 
advanced 

Mary’s first feehng when she awoke was the doubt of her 
freedom , and the impulse prompted her to start from bed, and 
hastily throwing her mantle over her shoulders, to look ont at 
the casement of her apartment 0 sight of joy ' instead of the 
crystal sheet of Lochicven, unaltered save by the influence of 
the wind, a landscape of wood and moorland lay before her, 
and the park aiound the castle was occupied by the tzoops of 
her most faitliful and moat favourite nobles 

‘ Bise — ^nsc, Catherine,’ cned the enraptured Princess — ‘ arise 
and come hither < Here are swords and spears in true hands, 
anj glittering ormoiu on loyal breasts Here are banners, my 
gul, floating in the wind, as lightly os summer clouds Great 
God ' what pleasure to my weary eyes to trace then: devices — 
thine own l^ve falher’s — ^the pnneely Hamilton’s — ^the faithful 
Flemmg’s See — see — ^thiy have caught a glimpse of me, and 
throng toivaids the window ' ’ 

She flung tlfh casement open, and with her bare head, from 
which the tresses fleir back loose and dishevelled, her fair arm, 
bleudoily veiled by her mantle, returned Xtj m^ion and sign 
the exulting shouts of the wamors, which echoed for many a 
furlong around When the first burst of ecbtatic joy was over 
she recollected how lightly she was dressed, and, puttmg her 
bands to her faci^ which was covered with blushes at the re- 
collection, withdrew abruptly from the window' The cause of 
her retreat was cosdy conjectured, and increased the general 
enthusiasm for a pimcess who had forgotten her rank in her 
haste to acknowledge the somccs of hei subjects Tlie un- 
adorned beauties of the lovely woman, to(^ moved the mihtaiy 
spectators more than the highest dii^lay of her regal state 
might, and what might have seemed too free in hermMe of ap- 
pcanug before them was more than atoned for by the enthusiasm 
of the moment, and by the delicacy evinced m her hasfyreticat 
Often as the shouts died away, os often were they renewed, till 
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wood and hill mag again j and many a deep oath tins made 
that moining on the cross of the that the hand should 
not pait vita the treapou till Maiy Stnnrt uns icstond to her 
ij^ts But vhat oie promises, what the hopes of moitaUt 
In ten days these gallant and devoted votaucs viore slain, Ycie 
captives, 01 had fled 

hhuy Bnng hmsolf into the neaicst soatt and stall blnshma 
yet half-smiling^ esohumed, *Ma mgnmme, nliat mil they tiiiUK 
of mol— to show myself to them nith my bare feet luisbty 
thrust into the shppcrs — only this loose mantle about mo — my 
ban loose on my shonlders— my arms and nook so b.iic 0 , the 
best they can suppose is, that hoi abode in jondei dungeon 
has tinned then Queen’s bnun ■ But my rebel subjects saw 
me exposed nhon I was in tbo depth of limiotiou, why slionhi 
I hold ooldoi ceiemony uitli these faithful and loial ment 
Call Fleming honerei , I tnist she has not foigottcn tlio little 
TOth my appaiol Wo must bo as bravo ns uo can, 


‘Nay, rnnHam, our good Lady Ilcmnig nas in no case lo 
temcmboi auythmg ’ 

‘You]0Bt, Cathonne,’ said tJio Queen, soineulmt oflondsd, 
‘it 18 not in hoi natmc, suidy, to fbigel hci dutj sofni iw to 
leave us luthout a change of appaiol f ' 

'Boland Gnome, madam, took caieof tliat,’ansiicied Gatlin 
line ‘for he throw the mail with your Ilighuess’b dollies and 
lewois into the boat, oic ho ran bade to look tlvcgete 1 nevn 
mw so awkwnid a page as tbatyoutli. thopadfet wdlnigh fell 

on mv head ’ , 

‘He sbnl! make thy heart amends, my gut, said Qurcu 
Maiv. laughing, ‘foi that and all odioi oironcos given But 
call Fleming, and lot us put oumsbos mto npp.«d to meet our 

the piepaiation^ and micH was 
Lady Fleming, that tlio Queen appealed before her assembly 
Sm m su^ ottuo 08 liecame, tbough it ^uld not wb.inro, 
w dnmitv. With the most wiiiiung courtesy, ahe 

oxpiessed to ondi mdiMdual hoi gisteful thauH 

noble, but many of the lessei ha.on.% h> her 
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Gmce's person in safely, after 'ssluoli \re long to prove if these 
traitors vnll abide ns in the field ’ 

'And nhon do ne jonmeyl’ 

'We propose,' said Lord Seyton, 'if yoni Grace’s fatigue \nll 
pcmnlb to take horse after the mornings meal ’ 

'Yonr pleasure, mj lords, is mine,’ replied the Queen, 'ire 
mil rule our journey by your vnsdom non, and hope hereafter 
to have the advantage of govemmg by it our kmgdom You 
vrill permit my ladies and mo, my good lords, to break our fast 
along mth you, ue must be lialf soldieis ourselves, and set 
state apart ’ 

Low bowed many a helmeted head at this gracious pioifer, 
when the Queen, glancing her eyes through the assembled 
leaders, missed b^h Douglas and Boland Gncme, and mquiied 
for them in a whiqier to Cathenne Seyton 

'They are in yonder oratory, madam, sad enough,’ replied 
Gnthonne, and the Queen observed that her favourite’s eyes 
were red with weeping 

'This must not be,’ said the Queen 'Keep the company 
amused. I will seek them, and introduce them mjself ’ 

She went into the oratory, whcie the first she met was George 
Dor^las, standing, or rather reolmmg, m the recess of a window, 
hiB ^ok rested against the wall and his arms folded on his 
breast At the sight of the Queen ho started, and his counte- 
nance allowed, for an mstaut, an expression of intense delight, 
which was instantly exchang^ for his usual deep mdoncholy 

'What means tbsf ’ she said. 'Douglas, why does the first 
deviser and bold executor of the happy scheme for our freedom 
shun the company of his fellow-nomesi, and of the sovereign 
whom he has obliged % ’ 

‘Madam,’ r^ira Douglas, 'those whom you grace w itii youi 
presence bnng followers to aid your cause, wealth to support 
your state— can offer you halls m which to feast, and impreg- 
nable castles for your defence I am a houseless and landless 
man — dismhcnted my [grand-] mothei, and laid under her 
malediction — disowmed by my name and kmdred — ^who bnng 
notlnng to youi standard but a single sword, and the poor life 
of its owner ’ 

‘Do yon mean to uphroid me, Douglas,’ rephed the Queen, 
‘by showuig what yon have lost for my sake!’ 

‘ God forbid, madam * ’ interrupted the young man, eagerly , 
'were it to do again, and had I ten times os much rank and 
wealth, and twenty times os many fnends to lose, my losses 
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^\onld bo ovcipaid by tho finit 8top3'ou madc^ as afrcopnnces^ 
upon tbo soil of 3*our nativo kingdom ’ 

‘ And \rliat then ails you, that you unll not rejoice \nth those 
vho icjoico upon tho snmo joyful occasion said the Queen 
'I^fodam,’ replied tho youth, ‘though exhendated and dis* 
owned, I am }'ct a Douglas witli most of yondei nobles my 
Limily have liecn lu feud for ages — a cold reception amongst 
thorn wore an insult^ and a kind one yet moic humiliating.’ 

‘Foi sluuni^ Douglas,’ icplicd tlio Queen, ‘shako off this 
iinmiinly gloom > I con make thee match for the best of tlicm 
in titlo and fortune, and, believe mo, I will Go then amongst 
them, I command yon ’ 

‘ Tliat word,’ said Douglas, ‘ is enough I go Hus only let 
me say, tliat not foi ucalth oi title would I have done tlint 
which I have done klary Stuait mil not, and the Queen 
caniiott rewni'd me ’ 

So saying; ho left the oratory, mingled uith tho nobler and 
placed himself at tho bottom of tho tabic The Queen looked 
aftci him, and put her kerchief to hei ejes 

‘Non, Our Lady pty me,’ she said, ‘foi no sooner are my 
* piibon Caleb ended tlian those vbteh beset me as u iiomnn ijjd 
a queen again thiokcn around me Happy Elwabeth i to whom 
pcditioal interest is oveiythingi and whose heait nevOT betmTO 
thy head And now must I seek this otliei boy, if I woiua 
nicvont daggcrs-dniw mg betwixt him and tlio young Soyton 
Gimme was in the same oratory, tat at 


escape’ 


tttuco fiom Douglas, that ho couM not overmw wtoc 
betw i\t the Queon and him He also was moody and thongbtr 
tul. but oleaied his brow at the Queen’s question, ‘How now, 
llolandt you me neghgent in your attendance ftis morning 
Aio you so much overcome wiUi your n^bt s nuel 

‘ Not BO. gracious madam,’ answeied ^ 

the page of Loohlevon is not tho page of 
so iKi Henry Seyton hath m a manner been pleased to 

■!"»». ■'r 


sock-clucKens oegiu w oj«» ■ — • - • j 
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'Willinglv, madam,’ ans\rcred Scjton, ‘so that the youth 
uill grant me, as a boon, that he touch not the hand of another 
Soyton whom he knous of. My hand has passed current for 
hors with him before now , and to wm my friendship, he must 
give up thoughts of my sister’s lore.’ 

' Henry Seyton,’ said the Queen, ‘ docs ft become you to add 
any condition to my command V 

‘Madam,’ said Henry, ‘I am the servant of your Grace’s 
throne, son to the most loyal man m Scotland Our good^ our 
castles, our blood, arc yours , our honour is m our own keeping 
I could say more, but ’ 

‘ Nay, speak on, rude boy,’ said the Queen , ‘ uhat avails it 
that I am released from LocUeven, if I am thus enthralled 
under the yoke of my pretended ddiverers, and prevented from 
doing justice to one who has deserved os well of me as vour- 
selfl* 

‘ Be not m this distempcratnre for me, sovereign lady,’ said 
Boland, ‘this young gentleman, being the foithfol servant of 
your Gmce, and the brother of Cathenne Seyton, bears that 
about him which will charm down my passion at the hottest.’ 

, ‘ I warn thee once more,' said Henry Sejton, haughtily, ‘ that ’ 
you make no speech which may infer that the daughter of Lord 
Seyton can be aught to thee beyond what she is to every churl’s 
blood in Scotland ’ 

The Queen was agam about to interfere, for Boland’s com- 
plevion rose, and it became somewliat questionable how long his 
love for ^tlieflne would suppress the natural fire of his temper. 
But the intcrpositioa of another person, hitherto unseen, pre- 
vented Mary’s mterferenoe There was in the oratory a separate 
shnne, incloaed with a high screen of pierced rak, w'lthm which 
. was placed an image of St Beimet^ of peculiar sanclaty. From 
this recess, m which she had been probably engaged m her devo- 
tions, issued suddenly Magdalen Grauni^ and addressed Henrv 
Seyton, in reply to his last offenrive evpressions — And of what 
clay, then, are they moulded these Seytons, that the blood of 
the Gnemes may not aspire to min^e with theirs f Enow, 
proud boy, that when I called this youth my daughter’s child, I 
affirm his de^nt fiom Malise Earl of Strathern, called 
with the Bright Brand, aud I trow the blood of your house 
springs from no bi^er source ’ 

* Good mother,’ said S^on, ‘methinks your sanctity should 
make yon superior to these worldly vamties, and indeed it 
seems to have rendered you somewhat oblivious touchmg them. 
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sincc^ to be of gcntic descent, the fathei’s name and lineage 
must be as well quahbed as the mothis's ’ 

‘And if I say he comes of the blood of Aremd by the fathei's 
side/ rcjiilicd Mngdnlen Gnome, ‘name I not blood as ncbly 
coloured .us thine onni' 

'Of Arenell' said the Qncon; *is my page descended of 
Aienolf 

‘Ay, gracious Pnneess, and tbo last male heir of that anraent 
house Julian Arenol nas his father, nho fell m battle against 
tlie Southron ' 


*1 bare heard the talc of sorroir,’ said the Queen, ‘it mis 
tliy daughter, then, irho followed that uufartunato boron to the 
fiold, and died on his bodyf Alas* how many nays does 
woman’s affection find to nork out her own miseij ’ The tale 
has oft been told and sung m liall and bower And tfaon, 
lloland, art that child of misfortune, who nos left among the 
dead and djmgf Homy Seyton, he is thme equal in blood and 

birth ’ , , . 

‘Sooicoly so,’ said Heniy Seyton, ‘even were ho l^tunate, 
but if tlio tale be told and sung anght, Julian Arencl cos a 
false knight, and his leman a frail and credulons maiden , 
‘Now, by Heaven, thou best *' said Eolund Gneme, and laid 
his hand on hiS sword The entrance of Lord Seyton, bon over, 


nrevonted nolcnoe _ , . 

‘Save me, mv lord, said the Queen, ‘and sepazate these 

wild and untamed sprats’ 

‘How, Heniy*’ said the baron, ‘are my (feslie and toe 
Queen’s presence no checks on tome jn^race and impetoMU I 
And with whom ait thou brawling f Unkss “j eyes ^ 
token false, it is with the veiy youth who aided me 
in the skiimish with the Leslies Let mo loo^ toe 

medal which thou wearest m thy cap By St 
same ! Henry, I command thee to forbear him, as thou lovest 

™^‘A^M^ywi honour my command,’ said the Queen, 'good 

S^nW W her thmldom-I, who spared not the last 
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remaining hope of a falhng house m this gieat action — ^I| at 
least) knew and counselled , and what merit may be mme, let 
the reward, most gracions Queen, descend upon this youth. 
My mmistry here is ended you are free — ^a sovereign princess 
at the head of a j^laut aimy, simounded by yahant barons 
My semee could arail you no farther, but might well prejudice 
you ; your fortune now rests upon men’s hearts and men’s 
saoids ^lay they prove as trusty os the faith of women > ’ 

‘ Ton will not leave us, mother,’ said the Queen — ‘ you whose 
practices in our favour were so powerful, who dared so many 
dangers, and wore so many disguises, to bimd our enemies and 
to confirm oui fnends — ^you will not leave us in the dawn of our 
reviving fortunes, ere wo have tune to know and to thank yon 1 ’ 

‘Toil cannot know her,’ answered hlagdalen Gncmc, ‘who 
knows not herself there are tunes when, m this woman’s frame 
of mine, there is the strength of him of Gath , m this overtoiled 
hram, the wisdom of the most sage counsellor, and agam the 
mist IS on me, and my strength is weakness, my wisdom folly 
I have spoken before prmces and cardinals — ay, noble Princess, 
ei'en before the pnnees of thine own house of Lorraine — and I 
knq,w not whence the words of persuasion came which flowed 
from my bps, and were drunk m by their cars And now, even 
w hen I most need words of persuasion, there is something w hich 
chokes my voice and robs me of utterance.’ 

* If there be aught in my power to do thee pleasure,* said the 
Queen, ‘the barely naming it shall avail as well as all thine 
eloquence ’ * 

‘Sovereign lady,’ replied the cnthusiBst, ‘it shames me that 
at this high moment something of human frailty should chug 
to one whose vows the saints have beard, whose labours m the 
rightful cause Heaven has prospeied But it will be thus, while 
the hvmg ^nt is shnned m the clay of mortahty. I will yield 
to the folly,’ she said, weepmg as she spoke, ‘and it shall be 
the last’ Then sewing BoLmd’s hand, she led him to the 
Queen’s feet^ kneelmg herself upon one knee, and causing him 
to kneel on both ‘Mighty Pnneess,’ she said, ‘look on this 
flower — ^it was found by a kmdly stranger on a bloody field of 
battle, and long it was ere my anxious eyes saw, and my arms 
pressed, all that was left of my only daughter. For your sake, 
and for that of the holy faith we both profess, I could leave this 
plant, while it was yet tender, to the nurture of strangers — ay, 
of enemies, by whom, perchance, his blood would have been 
poured forth as 'wme, had the heretic Glendiniung known that 

la a6 
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ho had in hjs hotlso the hoii of Julian A^cnel. Since then I 
have teOU him Only hi a fcvi hoiiia of doubt .iiid dicad, and Inm 
I pait with the cluld of niy lo\c— foi oici— foi mcv' 0, far 
OTci^ wtiuy step I have made m youi iightfiil in this 
and m foieigli landi^ give pioteution to the child whom I iniisl 
no moio call nunei’ 

•I sweai to you, uiothei,’ said the Qitccn, decph affcittd, 
‘that| foi yoilr sake and lus onn, his happiness and foitiiiic 
shall bo our cliaige 

*I thank you, daughtci of piiiiecs,* Kud ^bigdalcn, and 
plcsscd hci lips, first to the Queen’s hand, tlion to the brow 
of bet giandsOn ‘And now,’ she Kud, dicing Iici tCiirsj and 
using witli dignity, ‘cartli has had its own, and Hciiicii lIiiiiiis 
the lest Lioness of Scotland, go foitli aiid coiiniici * and if 
the piaycis of a devoted votaioss can aiail Ihcc, they will iiso 
in many a kind, and fiom many a distant shiinc 1 will glide 
like a ghost from laud to laud, fiom temple to temple, and 
ivheio the very name of coUntiy' is unkiionn, the piiests 
shall ask who is the queen of tliat distant iioitheni i.Iimc, for 
w'hom the aged iiilgiim was so fcivcnt in pni^oi Riiowcll ' 
Honoui be tluuo, and caithly prospciii^', if it bo the will of (X>d, 
if not, may the penance thou slialt do licio oiisiiio tliy hijipi- 
iicss hcicaftci ' Let no one speak oi follow me — ^iny itsohilioii 
IS taken — ^my vow cannot bo c.inccncd ’ 

She gilded from tlicir iircsciicc us die sjiokc, and her last look 
was upon ber bcloicd grandchild lie would, )iu>c nscii .ind 
followed, but the Qiiccii and Ijord Scjtoii iiitcircicd 

‘Picss not on her now,’ said Loid Scjton, 'if jou wouW not 
lose hci foi ever Many a tune Imc wc seen the sainted iiiolhci, 
and often at tlio most needful inoinciit, but to jness on her 
pn\aoy, or to thwart hoi pin pose, is a tiniio which she ciniiot 
paidon I tiust wc shall jcl sec lici at hei iicetl— hol^ wohmii 
she IS for ccitaiii, and dcdiuited wholly to prasei and ]H!n.uui‘, 
,ind hence the heretics hold hoi us one distraclcd, while liac 
Oattiolies deem lici a saint ’ , , 

‘Let me then hopo,'s.nd the Queen, ‘that joii, inj loid, will 
aid mo in tlio cvccutioii of her last leqiicst ’ , , n 

'inmt' in the protection of inyjoiing secondl— ehcei nilh 
—that 18 , mall that yolii Majesty c.in think it lilting to a-^ 
of me Hcni^, gise thy hand U|X)U the iiislnnl to Jlolmw 
Asenel for so I presume he must now bo culled ’ . , , 

'And shall bo lord of the barony,’ tiid Ibo Queen, nwt 
piospcr oox ijgblful aims ’ 
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'It can only 1)0 to lestoie it to my lund protccbcss, -nho 
now holdb iV said yonng Avend ‘I would mthoi bo landless 
all my bfo thou she lost a lood of ground by me ’ 

'Nay/ said the Queen, looking to Loid SeytOu, 'bis mind 
matohes bis birtb Heniy, thou bast not yet given tby band ’ 
'It 18 bis,’ said Heniv, giinng it witb some ap]^iancc of 
couitesy, bntwbispenng Roland at the same time, ‘ Foi all tbs 
thou hart not my sistoi’s ’ 

'Ma}'it please youl Giacc/said Lord Seyton, 'now that these 
passages aio ovci, to honour oui pooi meal ^me it weie that 
our l^nucis w cic leflcotcd in the Clyde We must to horse 
with as little delay as may be ’ 



CHAPTER XXX\TI 

Ay, sir— onr ancipnl cronit, in tlicH» niM time«, 

Ott s^ «i<ou a cast , the ^aunulcr's diiiit, 

Su often staked, and lost, and Uicn regain’d, 

Seareo knetr so manj liazards 

The SjnniJi Falher 

It is not our object to enter into the iustoncsil part of tiie 
reign of the ill-fatod Maiy, or to recount how, diintig iho 
neck nfaich succeeded her &ght from Lochicten, licr parti/eiis 
zniisterod around her nitli tlicir fo}]oncr>, forming a gniinnt 
army, aniountuig to six thousand men So miiLh light luis 
been ktd}- thronu on the most minute dcUils of the pcnoil hj 
Mr Chalmer^ in hw Taluable UtMory of Queen Marv, that the 
reader may Ik safely refened to it for the fuflcst infoniintinu 
11 Inch ancient records aSord coiiccniirig that inferrsfiiig time 
It is sufficient foi oui pniposo to sat, Uiat nhile Mirji ’s Jicad- 
quartcR> were at Hamilton, the Regent and his iirllicrcnts bad, 
m the King’s nanu^ assembled a host at Ulflsgon, infcnnr 
indeed to that of the Queen in nnrolicri, but fonniditble fn/in 
the nulitai^’ talents of Murray, Morton, the Ijaml of Omnge, 
and others, aho hod been trained from tliPir youth in foreign 
and domestic >\<its 

In these circumstances it was the oIimous j»hcj of Queen 
Mary to .noid a conflict, ••ccurc that, were her per»>ii once in 
safety, the iiumhcr of her adhcrcnti iiiu«.t daily lnlTcn^e, 

SI herons the forces of those opposeil to her must, as Irid fre 
qocntly hapiiencil in the proums histoiy of her reign, hue 
diminished, and their spints Jicconie lirohcn And so evident 
was this to her coiiii‘'Cllons, that they rcolvrd their fust stejt 
should he to place the Queen in the strong castle of Diinlmrtoii, 
there to await the course of orents the iimvat of B«iccimr< 
from France, and the levies which were made hv lipradlicniit-' 
in erery province in Scotland Accordingly, onlen. were pvcii 
that all men sliould bo on horseback or on foot, npjKircllPtt m 
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ihcir annoui) oncl iCEidy to foUo'A tbe Queen’s stsnduid in 
array of battle, the avoued determination being to escoit bcr 
to tiie castle of Dunbaiton m defiance of ber enemies 

The mnster iias made upon Hamilton Moor, and tbe inarch 
commenced in all the pomp of feudal tunes Mihtary music 
sounded, banners and pennons uaved, aimoni glittered far and 
\kido,' a^ spears glanced and tainklcd like stars in a frosty 
sky The gallant spectacle of warlike parade nas on this 
occasion dignified hy the presence of the Queen herself, nho, 
\kith a fair letinuc of ladies and household attendants, and a 
siiccial guard of gentlemen, amongst whom young Scyton and 
Boland were distinguished, gave grace at once a^ confidence 
to the army, which spread its ample files before aiouud, and 
behind her Many churchmen also joined the cavalcade, most 
of nhom did not scinplo to assume arms, and dedare their 
mtontion of wielding them in defence of Mary and the Catholic 
faith Not so tlio abbot of St Mary’s Boland bad not seen 
this prdate smee the night of their escape fiom Loohleven, 
and he non beheld him, robed m the dress of his order, assume 
bis station near tlic Queen’s person Boland hastened to puU 
o^his basnet, and be^ech the abbot’s blessing. 

‘Thou hast it, my son'’ said the pnest, ‘I see thee now 
under thy true name, and m thy rightful garb The helmet 
with the holly-branch befits your brows well I have long 
waited for the hour thou shouldst assume it ' 

‘ Then you knew of my descent, my good father!’ said Boland 
‘I did so,*but it was under s^ of confession from thy 
grandmother, nor was I at liber^ to tdl the secret tdl she 
herself sliould make it known ’ 

‘Her reason foi such secrecy, my falhor!’ said Ttnlnui^ 
Avenel 

‘Fear, perchance, of my brothei — a miRtiilrp n fear, for 
Halbert would not, to ensure himself a kmgdoni, have ofihred 
wrong to an orphan , besides that your title, m quiet timpa, 
oven had yoiu father done your mother that justice which I 
well hope he did, could not have competed with that of my 
brother’s w ife, the chdd of Julian’s elder brother.’ 

‘T^ey weA feai no competition from me,’ said Avenel. 
‘Soouend is wide enou^ and there are many manors to win, 
without plundcrmg nqr benefactor Bnt prove to me, my 
levemnd faiher, tliat my father vras jnsb to my mother j show 
mo that I may call myself a legitimate Avenel, and mnVe me 
your bounden slave for ever • ’ 
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‘Ay/icpliei the abbol^ ‘I Ijpai the Seytons hold thee cheap 
foi that stain on thy shield j!^oipoth)ng', howorer, I haie 
leiunt fiom the late Abbot Bopifacc^ nhicb, if it pore sootli, 
may ledpem t)iat ippioaoh ' 

‘Tell ipo that blessed news,’ said Boland, ‘and the future 
Borvioo of my lifo ' 

‘ Bash boy I ‘ said the abbot, ‘ I should but madden thine 
impatient tempei by emibng hopes that may nerer ho fnl- 
fi|led, and is this a tipic foi thorn? Thmk on iihat peiilous 
march ivo aie bound, and if thou hast s sin unconfessed, 
neglect not tho only leisure nhich Hpavcn may pemlianco 
ailbid thee fpr confession and absolution ’ 

'There mil be time enough foi both, I trust, when no 
teach Dnnbaiton,’ ausvered the page 

'Ay,' said the abbot, ‘thou mowost as loudly ns the rest, 
but ne aie not yet at Dunbarton, oud there is a hon in tlie 
path ' 

‘Moan you Murray, Moi'ton, and tlic other rebels at 
Glasgow, my leveiond fathoi t Tusdi ' they daio not look on 

tho loyol banner ' . , , 

‘Even so,’ replied tho abbofe ‘speak many of those nlio ^ 
oldei, and should be lusoi, than thou J have retimied fidhi 
the southern shues, nhoio I left many n chief of name aiming 
in tho Qpeon’s interest I left tho loids here niso and con- 
sideiato men, I find them madmen on my retiim they are 
willing, foi mere pndc and varagloij', to biayo the enemy, and 
to cany the Queen, as it were in tnumph, past tlio wajls of 
Glasgow, and under the beaids of the adierso aimy Seldom 
does Heaven smile on such mistaned oonfidence yfe shall be 
encoantcred, and {hat to the purpose r i j 

‘And so much the better,’ loplied Boland, the field of 

battle was my cradle ’ . 

‘Beware It be not thy the 

what avails if whispoiing to young wolves the dangcis pf the 

phase? You will know, peiohauce, ore this day is nut, what 
vnnder men aio, whom you hold m rash contempt 
^ ‘ Why, what me they ?’ sa,d Heniy 

tz A".. 

N, «. «„ «. “ 
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Rnthven’s back. Knkcaldv of Grange nas named by the Con- 
stable Montmorency the first soldiei m Europe My brother, 
too good a name for snob a cause, has been far and 'nide known 
for a leader ' 

‘The better — the better I’snid Seyton, tnumphantly, ‘rre 
shall have all these tiartors of rank and name nr a farr field 


before ns. Our cause is the best, our numbers are the strongest, 
our hearts and limbs match theirs St Bcnnet, and set on < ' 
The abbot made no reply, but seemed lost in reflection, 
aqd hiB anxiety m some measure communicated itself to 
Koland Avenel, wrho ever, as their hire of march led over a 
iidgc or an cmrncirco, cast an ansious look towards the towrers 
of Gla^[ow, as tf ho expected to see symptoms of the enemy 
issntng forth It was not that he feared the fights but the 
issue wras of sncli deep miport to his coimtiy and to himself 
that the uatonil fire of his spirit bimred with a less hrely, 
though with a more intense, glow Love, honour, fame, 
fortone, all seemed to depend on the issue of one field, rashly 
horard^ perhaps, but now hkely to become unavoidable and 
decisive 


When, at length, thou march came to be nearly parallel 
rftth the city of Glasgow, Roland became sensible that the 
high grounds before them were already in part occupied by a 
force, showmg, like their own, the royal banner of Scotland, 
and on the point of being supported by columns of mfantiy and 
squadrons <rf boisc, which the city gates had poured forth, and 
which hostil]^ advanced to sustain those troops who already 
possessed the ground m front of the Queen’s forces Horseman 
after boiscman galloped m from the advanced guard, with 
tidmgs that Murray bad taken the fie]d with his whole army, 
that his object was to mtoicept the Queen’s march, and his 
purpose unquestionable to harard a battle It was now that 
the tempers of men were subjected to a sudden and a severe 
taal , and that these who had too presumptuously concluded 
that they should pass without oomwit were xoipethmg discon- 
certed, when, at once, and with little tijne to deliherate, they 
f^d themselves placed in fiont of a rcsolrito enemy Their 
chiefs immediately assembled around the Queen, and held a 
hMty council of war khrry’a qun-enng lip confessed the fear 
whieU she on^vourod to conceal under a bold and dignified 
demoanour But her efibrts were overcome by painful recollec- 
nons of tlm diuistiws issue of her lost appcaionoe ra arms at 
uirberiy Hill , and, when she meant to have asked them thwr 
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ad^ico for ordunug tho battle, alio luvoluutanly inquired 
uiicthcr thoro uoio no means of escapmg mtbont on engage- 
ineiit? 

'E^apuig >' nnsucicd the Loid Sejton *TVlicn I stand as 
one to ten of your Highness’s cnennes, I nm 3 think of escape^ 
but iicicr uliilo 1 stand uith tliice to tno < ’ 

‘Biittlo I — battle ’’ eYchumed the assembled lords, ‘ue mil 
dnve the rebels fh>m tlien laiitage ground, as the hound turns 
tho Imre on the hillside ’ 

Olcthmks, inj noble lord^' said tlie abbots 'it ueie ns tiell 
to prevent his gaiiiing tliat advantage Our road bos through 
jondor hamlet on tho brou, and uhicliever party hath tho luck 
to possess it, uitli its little gardens and inelosure^ Mill attain 
a iiost of great dofeiico ’ n v 

‘The levcioiid father is right,’ said tho Queen '0, hosto 
thee, &ytou — hasten mid got thither bcfoie them, tliey mo 
mmchiiig like tho Mund’ , , . •t' 

SiQ'ton bowed low, end turned Ins horse’s head loim 
Highness honours me,’ he said , ‘I miU instantly press foruard 

and some Uio pass ’ ... j ^ 

‘Not before me, my lord, whose ohaige is the commaiid of 
the vongaord,’ said tho Lord of ArbrMth , o . 

‘Befoio you, or any Hamilton In Scotland, said the Sejton, 
'having tho Queen’s command Follow me, ^gentlemen, my 
vas^s and kinsmen St Bonnot* and set on » 

‘And Mom mo,’*8aid Arbroath, ‘my n^o 
brave men-tenants, we will see winch will first reach the post 
of dansoi For 6^ and Queen Mary ' 

‘Il&moned baste and most unhappy ^e, said the ab^ 
who saw them and their followers ru* bmtoly and 
to ascend tlie height, without waitmg till their yc” 
placed in eider ' And you, gentlemen,’ he 

‘^0 may not leave her Grace.’ said Bolmd. looking at 

Hr™ 

the fiery youth 
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Boland made no anbtrer, but bit bi& lip till the blood came, 
and spuning bia borso up to tbo side ^ Catbeime S^ton’s 
palfrey, he vhispeied m a Ion voice, ‘ I nevei thought to have 
done ai^ht to desci\e you, but this day I have heard myself 
upbmid^ ivith conaidio^ and my sword lemamod still sheathed, 
and all fOr the love of you * 

‘There is madness among us all,’ said the damsel ‘my 
hitliei, my brother, and you are all alike bcicft of lenson 
Ye should think only of tins poor Queen, and you are all 
inspired by your on n absurd jealousies The monk is the only 
soldier and man of sense amongst you all Mj* lord abbot,’ she 
cued aloud, ‘ were it not better ne ^lould draw to the n estnard, 
and nait the event that God shall send us, instead of remaining 
heie in tlie highnay, ondangenug the Queen’s person, and 
cumbciing the troops m their advance!’ 

‘Yon say well, my daughtm,’ lepbed the abbot, ‘had no 
but one to guide us whore the Queen’s person may be m safety ' 
Our nobles huny to the couflict, without casting a thought on 
the very cause of the nai ’ 

‘Follow me,’ said a lought, oi man-at-arm^ well mounted, 
and accoutred completely m black armoui, but having the 
iisor of hiB helmet closed, and bcanng no mest on his helmet, 
01 donee upon lus shield 

‘Wo will follow no stranger,’ said the abbot, ‘without some 
wairant of his truth ’ 

^ I am a stranger and in your hands,'’ said the horseman , 
if you wish 4o know moie of me, the Queen herself will be 
your warrant’ 

Tlio Queen lind remained fixed to the spot, as if disabled by 
fear, yet mechanically smihng, bowing, and waving her hand, 
as oilers were low ered and spears depicssed before hei, while, 
emulating Ihe stnfo betwixt Seyton and Aibroath, band on 
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instant, for the black horseman, 

bounds and short turns as showed the nder master 
of the ammal, aud gettmg the Queen’s httlc retmue m so^ 
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wdo^oi' niaid]ii)g, he led thorn to tho lefij dneoting hie cotuse 
tovotoB a oastl^ which, oi owning a gentlo yet coiqmauduig 
onuneace, piesonted an extensive vieworei the conntay beneatl* 
and, in paiticular, conunaodod a view of those heights which both 
aijniOB hastened to occupy, and which it was nos anpaient 
must almost instoutlj bo the scene of struggle and dispute 
‘ Yondei towei^’ said Ihe abbots questioning the sable honsc- 
man, *to whom do they belong? and are they now in the 
hands of fneuds?' 

‘They aie untenauted,’ leplied tho stiangei, ‘w, at Icasl^ 
thoy liavo no hostile inmates But luge these yonth^ sir 
abbot, to make moio haste, this is but an eiil tune to satiny 
their idle cuiiosity, by peering out upon the battle in wluoh 
thoy oio to take no sliaie ’ 

‘ The WDise luck min^‘ said Henry Soyton, who overheard 
him, >1 would latboi he under my fatW’s banner at this 
moment than bo made cluunbeilain of Holyiood, lor this my 
piosent duty of peaceful wmd well and patiently dis^aigod ’ 
'Tour place uudci your hithci’e baunei will slioitly bonght 
dangeious,’ aaid Boland Avcnel, wbo^ pressing bis borso ton aids 
the westnaid, had still his look revolted to the armies, ‘toi I 
see yondei -hod}'^ of cavalry which piessos horn the onstnaid 
will reach the villaga eie Lord Seyton can gam it ’ 

'They are but caralty,* said Seyton, looking attentively, 

' they cannot hold the village without shot of haiguobnss ’ 

'Look moie closely,' said Rolaad, 'you will see tliataoch 
of these horsemen who advauca so rapidly from Qlasgow canics 
a footman behind hun ’ 


'How, by Heaven, be speaks well I ' said the black cavolioi , 
‘one of you two mn^ go cairy the news to Lord So;itott and 
Lord ^bioatb, that they hasten not tlicn horsemen on bcfoio 
the foot, bufi advance more regularly ’ 

‘Be that my errand,’ said Boland, ‘foi I first maikcd tlio 
stratagem of the enemy ’ 

‘But, by yom leave,’ Kud Seyton, ‘yonder is myfntlMrs 
banner ongs^^ed, and it best beoomoe mo to go to tho loseuc 
‘I will stand 1^ tho Queen’s docieion,’ said Boland Aienol 
‘What now appeal?— what now quanell’ said Qnocn 
‘Are thoio not in yondm dork host onomioa enough to Slnw 
Stuart, but must her veiy fnonds turn onomios to caoli oflicH 
‘Nay, madam,’ said Boland, ‘the young Master of Sojton 
and I did but diroute who should leave yom poiwm to do a 
most needful message to the host. Ho thought his rank entitled 
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hnn, and I deemed that the poison of least consequence, being 

my^, wens bettei; perilled * 

BQ,’ said the Queen) 'if ope mnsb leave me, bo it 

Seyton’ 

Henij Sojton bowed till the white plumes on his helmet 
mixed witli the flowing mane of his gallant wai-horso, then 
placed himself firm in the saddle, shook his lance aloft with an 
lur of tnnmph and determination, and stiikmg his hoiso with 
the spuis, made towards his fathei’s banner, which was still 
advancing up the hill, and dashed his steed ovei every obstacle 
that occiirrcd in his headlong path 

‘My brothci< my father'’ exclaimed Catherine, with an 
cxpicssion of agonised appiehension — * they are m the midbt of 
pciil, and I m safety < ’ 

‘ Would to God, said Roland, ‘ that I were with them, and 
could tansom ovoiy drop of them blood by two of mmn i ' 

'Do I not know thou dost wish it!’ said f!nt.b nrmft ‘Can 
a woman say to a man what I have wellmgh said to and 
jet think tiiat he could harboni feai or faintness of heart! 
Tlioro IS that in yon distant sound of appiotichiug battle that 
plcasM me even while it nffhghtB me I would I weie a man, 
that I might feel that stem delight wiUiout the mixture of 
teiioi '’ 


Bide up— nde up, Lady Catbonne Seyton,’ ciied the abbot, 
w they stUl swept on at a rapid paec, and were now dose 
benj^h tlie of the castle— ‘nde up, and aid Lady memiug 

to ^port th« Queen— she gives way moie and moie ’ 
aW? lifted Mary tiom the saddle, and were 

the castle, when she said family, 

Aot^re-notth^ , these waUs wiB I never enter more 1 ’ 

am a wS’"’ 

much— much more,’ answeied the un- 
I “in look with steady 
Si, T I “«st foiget the davs 

thiT rt lost-tho m^rdered—I’ 

‘mSl tbl ?! p’o°’'ston(^’ “id the Lady Fleming, 

‘Thy hand is upon ns ' Bear vet 
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A hc<n‘.\ and continued fire of cannon and nm^eby hue 
a tremendous burden to bis nord^ and seemed far more than 
they to recall the sp'nU of the Queen 

'To jondcr tree,’ she yud, poinfing to a yew-tree wlucb 
grew on a small mount dose to the castle, 'I’ljiowiteell— 
from tbcncc you may sec a proqrectTvidc as from the peals of 
•Sdiclnlbon ' 


And freeing bcrsclf from ber assistants, she walked with a 
detenniued, yet somewhat wild, step up to the stem of the 
noble yen The abbot, Cathenne, and JloUnd Arenel folloncd 
her, « bile Lady Fleming kept back, the inferior persons of ber 
tmn. The briek borsemon also followed the Queen, waitmg 
on her as clo-cly as the sbadon upon the light, but ever re- 
mmningat the dista.icc of two or three yniw; be folded bis 
arms on In* brsom. turned baa bock to the battle, and seemed 
solUy oecupiid by gazing on Jlair tbrougb the bars of his 
dosed TTSor The Queen regarded him not. but fixed ber eyes 
upon the spreading yew. 

*Ay, fair and stately tree,* she said, as if at the sight of it 
she b^ been rapt away from the present scenes and bad over- 
come the honor wlucb had opprcsiid her at the first approach 
to Crookstoue, ‘ there tliou standestv gar and goodly as ever, 
though thou hearost the sounds of war instead of the rows of 
lova All is gone ance I last greeted thee— love and lover- 
vows and ^ower— king and ku^om. How goes the field, my 
loid abbot! with ns, I trust, yet what but evil can Mary’s 


eyes witness from this spot! , 

Her attendants eagerly bent them ig-cs on the fielu ot batu^ 
but could iMscover nothing more than that it was obstinatdy 
The small inelosnres and cottage gardens m the 
•rillasm, of wluch thev had a full and commandmg new, am 
wb^shordv before lay, with thdr lines of ^ycari^ and a^ 
trees, so sHU and qmet m the nuld bght 
n^eacb converted into a hue of fire,^«^rf 
the sustained and constant report of the 

Lngled with the shouts of the meeting combatant^ showed 

that as vet ndtber party had given ground. 

‘Manv a soul finds its final dej^ture to beavra or bell in 
tbesSiul Atmdets. said the abbot, ‘le“l«>se ttot tetere 
to fte Holy Church join me m orisons for nctory m this dread- 

ful unfortunate Queen— ‘pray 
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between the past and the present to dare to approach the 
Ilcareuly thionc. Or, if ye will pray, bo it for one a hose 
fondest affections have been her grktest enmes, and arho has 
ceased to bo a queen only because she ires a deceived and a 
tender-hearted voman ' 

‘Were it not irell,’ said Eoland, ‘that I rode somealiat 
nearer the hosts, and savr the fate of the dayf' 

'Do so, in the name of God,' said the abbot, ‘foi if onr 
fiicnds are scatteicd, our flight must be hasty, but beware 
thou approach not too nigh the coufiict there is more than 
thine own life depends ou thy safe letiun ’ 

'0, go not too uigh,’ said Catlierme, ‘but fad not to sec 
hour the Seytons fight, and how they bear themselves ’ 

< Fear nothing, I mil bo on my guaid,’ said Boland Avcncl , 
and without waitmg fmthcr answer, rode towards the scene of 
conflict, keeping os ho rode, the higher and uninolosed ground, 
and ever looki^ cautiously around him, for fear of involving 
himself m some hostile party As he approached, the shoto 
rung sharp and more sharply on bis ear, the shouts came wdder 
and wddoi, and he felt that thick beatmg of the heart, that 
mjxture of natural appiehension, intense curiosity, and anuety 
for the dubious event, which even the bravest evponcnce when 
they approach alone to a scene of intoiest and of danger 
At length he drew so close that, from a bank, screened by 


was most keenly maintained This was in a hollow way, lead- 
ing to toe vilL^e, up which the Queen’s vanguard hod marched, 
with more hasty courage toon well-advisra conduct, for toe 
purpose of possessing themselves of that post of advantage 
They found toou' stoeme anticipated, and the hedges and 
indosures already occuped by the enemy, led ly toe celebrated 
Birkoaldy of Grmge and toe Eail of Morton , and not small 
was toe loss which they suscaiued while struggling forward to 
come to close witli the men-atarms on the other side But, as 
toe Queen’s followers were chiefly noblemen and barons, with 
their kmsmen aud followers, they bad pressed onward, contemn- 
mg obstacles and dangei, and had, when Boland amved on toe 
ground, met hand to band at toe gorge of toe pa^s with toe 
Begent^s vanguard, and endeavoured to bear them out of the 
nllage at the spea^pomt , while then foes, equally determmed 


toe like obstinay to drive back toe assailants 
Both parties were on foot, and armed m proof , so tliah when 
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the long laucea o( fbe ftont lonks 11010 fixed m each other’s 
bluoldE^ loisleth, and hresbi^Lttos, flio otrugglo lescmhlcd t^t 
of two hulls, wbo^ Sung thou ^outlets haid agamst each oUia, 
icmaiu ui that postmo foi houi^ until tho supenoi stiength 01 
obstinacy of the one compels the othei to take to flight) or bears 
him down to tho earth Tlius locked togotbci m the deadly 
stingglo, which swayed slowly to and ftt^ as one 01 othci part} 
gained the advantage, those who fell weie tiampled on alike ly 
hionds and foes , those whose weapons weie biokeu letnod hom 
the fiontiank, and had thou place supplied by ofhma, while 
the leatward ranks, unable otherwise to take shaie m the 
combat) fiied then pistols, and hmled tlieir daggers, and tho 
poinia and tinncheous of tho broken weapons^ like javehns 


'GodandtheQueeni’iesoundedfiomtheonoparty, 'God 
and the Kmg •’ thnndoied fiom the other, whil^ in flie name 

of then soveieign,fellow- 8 ubjeots on both udes shed each othci's 

blood, and, m the name of them Ctcatcn, defaced Hia image 
Amid the tumult was often hoaid tho voices of tho captams 
sboutmg then commands, of loadeis and chiefs cijing thm 
gatheiing word^ of groans and shneks from tho felling and 

T^'rtnfe had lasted neaily an horn Tho stiength ci both 
parbes scorned eshausted , but tlieu lagc was unatato^ ana 
tlion obstinacy unsubdued, when Boland, who turned ojo and 
eai to all aiouud hun, saw a column of mfontij. headed by a 
few hoisemen, whed lotmd the bow of the bjmk wheie ho h^ 
stationed himsdf, and, levelling then long tocYt*®* tl^o 
flank of the Queen’s vanguard, dosely c^god aa they worn 

conflict on then bout The veiy fiist glance shOTodlimto 

t!,o leadei who dueoted this mmement was the Kn ^t « 
AwXhis anuont mastei , and the mat convinced him that 
iTwTwoldd ho docisii-e The lesull of the atta* of fiedi 
and 2 ioken foicee upon the flank of te 

Xoh they had so 1 """ ^ 
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Bolimd’& thoughts on beholding tlio rout, and feeling that all 
that lemuned for him iios to tnm budle, and ondeavoui to 
cnsmo the safety of tiie Queen’s jisKoal Yel^ been as Ins 
gncf and shame might be, ftey wcie botli fmgotttai ulieu, 
ilmost close beneath tho bank u bich ho occupied, he saw Hcuiy 
Soyton foiced auay horn his oan party m the tumult, coveicd 
xnth dust and blood, and defending himself dcspoiately agamst 
sereial of the enemy aho had gaftclcd aiouud Iiim, attiacied 
by his gay amom Roland paused not a moment, but pnshmg 
his steM dovn the bank, len^ him amongst the hostile parly, 
dealt thiee oi foui blocs amongst them, Chioh struck dean two 
and made the lest stand aloof, then le^ng Seyton hit hand, 
he exhorted hun to seize fast hold on bis hone’s mane 




hold tall ce oie out of the piess, and then my horse is yours ’ 

Seyton hcaid, and exerted his remamuig stieugth, and, by 
them jomt offints, Boland bionght him out of dangei, ana 
behmd the spot from u hence he hod nitaessed the disnstiouB 
conclusion of the fight But no soonei a ere they undei shelter 
of tho tioes than S^n let go his hold, and, m spite of Boland’s 
efforts to support him, fell at length on the tmf ‘Tioublo 
vomsclf no more citii me,' he said, ‘this is my first and my 
lost battle, and I have olr^y seen too much of it to nish to 
see the dose Easton to save the Queen— and commend me to 
Cathonno, she will nevei more bo mistaken toi me noi I foi 
her— tho last CTwd-stroke has made an eternal distmction ’ 

• ‘Let me aicl you to mount my hoise,’ said Roland, cagcily, 
'and you may yet be saved I con find my own ■way on foot 
Tira but my hotso's head wcstwoid, and ho will cany you fleet 
and ca^ as the wmd ’ 

‘I will novel mount steed moio,’ said the youth, 'faiewcll • 
I love thee bettor dymg than ever I tlionght to have done 
while m life I would that old man’s blood weio not on my 
hand' fioitde Bcnaficte, otaprom' Stand not to lo(i on a 
dymg man, but haste to buxe dio Queen 

These woids wcio spoken with tho last efibit of his voice, 
™ scarce wore they uttered wo the Speaker was no more 
TIot rwlled Roland to die sense of tho duty which he had 
" (nc ^ ■'bt icaoh his cOis only 

T(jo Qncen---whcre is flie Queen f’ said Sn Halbert Glen- 
dinnmg, who, followed by two or three horsemen, appeared at 
this mst^ Roland made no answer, but tnnung his horse, 
ana confidmg ra his speed, gave him at once rote aud tpui, and 
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lodc Orel height and hollon tonards the Castle of Ciookstone 
More heavilj aimed, and mounted upon a horse of less sped, Sir 
Halbert Glendmniug foUoned tilth couched lance, cwmg out 
OB ho lode, ‘Su mth the holly- branch, halt, and shea jour 
light to bear that badge fiy not tlius oonardly, nor dishonour 
the cognizance thou descrrcBt not to tieai > Halt, sit ootiaid, 
or, by Heaven, I trill stnko thee tilth mj Lmcc on tlie bock, 
and slay thee like a dastard I am the Knight of Arcnel — am 
Sii Halbert Glondiiimug ' 

But Boland, tiho h^ no purpose of encoimtciing his old 
master, and trhe^ besidci^ kiiea the Queen's safety depended on 
his makmg the best sped he could, ausiicrednotatioid totlio 
defiances and leproaohes tihicli Su Halbert contmued to tbioa 
out against him , but making the best use of his spmi^ lodo } ot 
luirrlnr than befoio, and had gamed about a hnndira joids upon 
his pursuei, tihon, coming near to tho yen-tree tihoio ho iiad 
loft the Qaeon, be saw them already getting to horwt and cned 
out as loud as he could, ‘ Foes i— toes ' Bide for it, fair ladies 
Bravo genflemen, do joui devoir to piotect them • ' 

& saying, he tihoded his hors^ and avoiding tlic shock of 
Sir Halbert Glendinning; ohaigcd one of that kmght's follon or^ 
who was neaily on a Imo with him, so ruddy with Ins lance 
that be ovoi threw horse and man He then drew his sn ord and 
tho second, while the blade inan-at-annei tlunwnig 
himself in the way of Glendinmn® they rushed on caA other 
so ficrody tliat both horses were ovortlirown, and tlic ndora lay 
toUins on tho plain Neither was able to aiisc,?or the to* 
hoiscman was merced through with Glondmnmg'B lance, and the 
Knight of Avend, oppie^ with the weight of his 
and sorely bruised besides, scorned m little bottei plight than 

ho whom he had mortally wounded , 

'Yield tlieo, Sii Knight of Avonel, lesouo or no resmic, said 
■n»l«na who had put a second antagonist out d condition to 
combat, and hostened to prevent Glendromng fiom ronewmg 

not choose but yidd,' said Sir mha^ 

no longer fi^t, tot it shames mo to speak sudi a word to a 
me* nd ’coward,' said Boland, liflung his vise*, 
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‘Ah' 'nrctchcd boy, I have heard of thy treason at Loch- 
leven ’ 

‘Beptoach him not, my brother,* said the abbot, ‘he iras bnt 
an agent in the hands of Heaven.’ 

•To horse — ^to horse'* said Catherme Seyton, ‘mount and 
be gone, or ve are all lost I see our gallant army flying for 
many a league To horse, my lord abbot ' To horse, Roland < 
My gracious hege, to horse ' Ere tbs, vre should have ridden 
a mile ’ 

'Look on these features,* said Mary, pomting to thedymg 
knight, vrbo had been uuhelmed by some compassionate hand — 
‘look there, and tell me if she rrho rums all who love her ought 
to ^ a foot farthei to save her wretched life ! ’ 

'Hie reader must haie long anticipated the discovery which 
the Queen’s fedmgs had made before her eyes confirmed it It 
w os the features of the imhappy George Douglas, on which death 
was stamping his mark 

‘Look — ^look at him well,* said the Queen, ‘ thus has it been 
with all that loved Mary Staart ' The royalty of Francis, the 
wit of Gbostclar, the power and gallantry of the gay Goidon, 
th^ melody of Rmio, the portly form and youthful grace of 
Dainley, the bold addicss and courtly manners of ^thwell, 
and now the deep-devoted passion of the noble Douglas — nought 
could save them they looked on the wretched Mary, and to 
have loved her was crime enough to deserve early death ' No 
sooner had the victim formed a kmd thought of me than the 
poisoned cup, fhe ave and block, the dagger, the mine were 
ready to punish them for castmg away aflcction on such a 
wretch as I am ' Importune me not I will fly no farther I 
can die but once, and I will die here ’ 

"While she spoke, her tears fell fast on the face of the dymg 
man, who continned to fiv his eyes on her with an eagerness of 
passion which death itself could hardly subdue ‘Mourn not 
for me,’ he said famtly, ‘but care for your own safety. I die 
m mine armour as a Douglas should, and I die pitied by Mary 
Stuart'* 

He expired with these words, and without withdrawmg his 
lier face , and the Queen, whose heart was of that 
soft and gentle mould which in domestic life, and with a more 
suitable partner than Damley, might have made her happy, 
■'^sepmg by the dead man, until recalled to heraolf by 
the abbot, who bund it necessary to use a style of unusual 
ramoustrance ‘Wo also, madam,' he said — ‘wo, your Grace’s 
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devoted folloveis, have fnends and relatives to we^ for I 
leave a brother m imminent jeopardj — ^the husband of the 
Lady Heming — ^the hither and luothei of the Lady Cathenno, 
oie all m yonder bloody field, slam, it is to 1 m feared, or 
piisoners We forget the fate of our ovm nearest and dearest 
to wait on our Queen, and she is too muoh occupied with her 
own sonows to give one thought to ours ’ 

‘I deserve not yom leproach, father,’ said the Queen, check- 
ing hei teais, 'but I am docile to it Where must we gof 
wlmt must ire do f ’ 

'We must fiy, and that instantly,’ said the abbot, 'whither 
18 not so easily answered, but we may dispute it upon the road 
Lift her to hoi saddle, and set forward ’ 


They sot off accordingly Boland lingered a moment to 
command the attendants of the Emght of Avend to oouvoy 
thoir nuistoi to tho Castle of Ctookstoue, and to say that he 
demanded fiom him no othei condition of liberty than his 
Hol'd that he and his follow eis would keep seciet tho diTocbou 
in which the Queen fied As ho turned Ins rein to depart, tlic 
honest countenance of Adam Woodcock stared upon him wiHi 
an expiession of surpiiso which, at another tim^ would Ijjiic 
oxoited his hearty miith Ho Iiad been one of the followers 
who had e\peiioiioed the w’eight of Boland’s arm, and they nw 
knew each othoi, Boland having put up Ins visors and tho ^od 
yeoman havmg thrown away his banot-cap, with tho iron bus 
in front, tliat ho might the more readily arast bs Mstw Into 
this baiiot-oap, as it lay on tho gxmin^ Rolaiffl forgot not to 
diop a few ^Id peoes (fruits of the Qu^s lihoitdity), and 
with a signal of kind leoolleotion and enduring fn^dshiR he 
departed at full gallop to overtake tho Queen, tho dust raised by 
hoitoin being aheady far down tho hill 
'It IB not fairy money,’ said honest 
i..»dliniT the gold^ ‘And it was Mastoi Boland himself, timt 

fshmaeing his shoulders) the same ready fist' My My 
^ mgpiffi 1 ji_ fn, c^n mourns for him as if he were her 

AS^bf3.rB7i»»' 

ESS M.' 

Crookstone „ , « 

• geo BatUo of lADgsioa iiote 



CHAPTER XXXVin 


ily nativa land, good-night I 
Bvrov 

SlAiiT a bittei tcai aa'S sbed dnnng the hostj' flight of Queen 
Maiy, over fallen hopes, future prospects, and slaughtered 
fnends The deaths of the hiave Douglas and of tlic fiery 
but gallant young Seyton seemed to aficct the Queen as much 
as the fall from we thionc, on uhufli she had so nearly been 
again seated Catherine Seyton devout ed m secret hci oun 
gnef, aiujous to suppoit the broken spirits of her mistress, 
and the abboi^ bending his troubled thoughts upon futurity, 
Ciideavouied in vain to form some plan uhioh had a shadovr of 
hope The spirit of young Roland — ^foi he also mmgled m the 
hasty debates hold by the companionb of the Queen’s flight — 
continued imoheoked and uubiokcn 

‘Yoni Majesty,' ho said, ‘has lost a battle Yom ancestor 
Bruce lost s^en successively, ere ho sat triumphant on the 
Scottish thione, and pioolaimed uith the voice of a victoi, in 
the field of Bannobkbuin, the independence of his country 
Are not these heaths, uhidi no may tiaverse at uill, better 
tlian tho locked, guarded, and lake-moated Castle of Loeb- 
lovcnl We oio free , in that one uoid there is comfort for all 
oui losses ’ 

Ho stniok a hold note, hut the heart of Mary made no rc- 
^onse 

'Bcttoi,' she said, ‘1 had still been in Loohlcven than seen 
tho slaughter made by lehds among the subjects uho oficred 
themsdves to death foi my sake Speak not to me of further 
efforts , they uould only cost the lives of you, the fnends uho 
recommend them I I a ould not again undergo u hat I feltuhcn 
I saw from yonder mount the suoids of the fdl horsemen of 
Morton raging among tho faithful Seytons and Hamiltons, for 
then loyally to their Queen, I vrould not agam feel uhat I 
felt uhon Douglas’s life-blood stained my mantle for his love to 
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lilftiy Stuart — not to be empress of oil that Bntam’s seas in- 
close Find for me some place where I can bide my imbappy 
head, \rbiob bnngs destruction on all irho lore it, it is the last 
farour that Maty asks of faei faithful foUoirers * 

In this dqccted mood, but still puisumg ber flight inth 
unabated rapidity, the i^ortunate Altuyi ^ter having bUn 
joined by Lord Hemes and a feir followent at length halted, 
for tlie first time, at the Abbey of Dnndr^an, nearly sixty 
nules distant from the field of battle In this remote comer of 
Gallonuy, the Befonnation not having yet been stnctly enforced 
against the monks, a fen stiU lingered m their cells unmolested , 
and the pnor, mth tears and reverence received the fugitive 
Queen at the gate of his convent 

‘I bnng }Ou mm, my good father,' said the Queen, as she 
nas hft^ from her palfrey 

‘It IS -welcomi^' said &e pnor, *if it comes m the tram of 


duly’ 

Placed on the ground, and supported by her ladies, the Queen 
looked for an mstaut at her palfrey, vrhioh, jaded and dinopmg 
its head, seemed as if it mourned the distresses of its mistress 

‘Good Bdaud,’ said the Queen, xrluspenng, ‘let Hosnbelfe 
be cared for ask tby hearty and it will teU mee why I make 

this tnflmg request even m this awful hour’ , , 

She was conducted to her apartment and m the hnmea 
of hcT attendants the fetal resolution of the rctreirt 
to JEngland was finally adopted In the mor^ it 
her approbation, and omessenger was despatched to tte Jinginn 
waid^ to pray him for safe conduct and hosmtali^, tm ^ 
part of the Queen of SootOand On the next V, the Abbrt 
walked m the garden of the abbey with 
whom he expressed his disapprobation of the 
‘It ismadn^and nun,’ ho said ‘ hotter rommib 
savaee HiaWandors or wdd Bordamon than to the faith of 
Etobcth ^A woman to a nvol woman— a presumptive su^ 

oessorto the keeping of a jeidoim ond c^^^^ 


mcB IS tfTUfi ana loj^h — -- - , 

ran foUoiTi, 08 everytrW rad 

«»& m hu tons, mi 

?ho was the Abbot 

gardener Bhrikhoolie at to ^ 

m winch I served my noviciate, and now ye are come m 



TEE ABBOT 


421 


me up agam ' A \koaiy life I have had, for one to whom peace 
uas ever the dearest blessing t ’ 

‘We will soon nd you of our company, good father,’ said tho 
abbot, ‘ and the Queen will, 1 fear, trouble your letreat no more ’ 
‘Nay, you said as much before,’ said the querulous old man, 
‘ and yet 1 w as put forth from Kinross, and pillaged by troopers 
on the road They took from mo the certificate that you wot 
of — ^that of the baton , ay, he was a moss-trooper hke them- 
selves You asked mo of and 1 could never find it, but they 
found It , It showed the mamage of — of — ^my memory foils me 
Now see how men differ > Father Nicolas would have told yon 
an huudied tales of Ihe Abbot Ingelram, on whoso soul God 
have mercy < He was, I warrant yon, fourscore and six, and I 

am not more than — lot me see ' 

‘Was not “ Avenol” tho name you seek, my good father?’ 
said Boland, impatiently, yet moderating his tone for fear of 
aloimmg or offendmg the uifirm old man. 

* Ay, nght — Avenel — Julian Aveuel You are perfect in tho 
name I kept all the special confessions, judging it held with 
my vow to do so I could not find it when my successor. 
Ambrosias, spoke onMi, but iJie troopers found it, and the 
knight who commanded the party struck his breast till his 
hauberk clattered hke an empty watcrmg-can ’ 

'St Mary I’ said the abbok *ui whom could such a paper 
excite such mterest ? What was tho appearance of the kni^t, 
his arm^ his colours ? ’ 

'Ye dishSct me witlr your questions I dared hardly look 
at him , they charged me with bcarmg letters for the Queen, 
and searched my mail This was all along of your domgs at 
Lochlevcn ’ 

'I trust in God,’ said the abbot to Boland, who stood beside 
him, shiveiiug and trembling with impatience, 'the paper has 
fallen into the hands of my lather I beard ho had been with 
his followers on the scout betwixt Staling and Glasgow*. ]fore 
not the kniglit a holly-bough m his helmet? Const thou not 
remember?’ 

'0, remember — ^remember,’ said the old man, pettishly, 
‘ count as many years os I do, if your plots will let you, and see 
what, and how much, you remembei Why, I scarce remember 
the pearmains which I graffod heie with my own hands some 
fifty years since.’ 

At this moment a bugle sounded loudly from the beach 
‘It IS tho death-blast to Queen Alary’s royalty'’ said 
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'Tour couit formed m England 1 and xrbilo Elizabeth lives 
and reigns?’ said tbo abbot , ‘that will bo when we shall sec 

tn 0 suns m one heaven • ’ „ j 

‘Do not think so,’ lephed the Queen ; ‘ wc are well assured 
of our Eister’s good fni^ Elizabeth loves fame , and not all 
that she has won by her power and her wisdom will equal that 
which she will acqiuro 1^ extendmg her hospitalitj' to a dis- 
tressed sister; not all that she may heieaftei do of good, wise, 
and groat, would blot out the repi oaob of abusing our confidence 
Bkreuell, my page— now' my knight— farewell for abnef season 
I will dry the tears of Catherine, or I will weep with her till 
neither of us can weep longoi ’ She hold out hci hand to 
Boland, who, flinging himself on his knee% kissed it with much 
emotion Ho w as about to render the same homage to Catherme, 
when the Queen, assnming an an of spnghtliness, said, ‘ Her 
bps, thou foolish boy • and, Catherine, coy it not , these English 
gentlemen should see that, even in our cold dime, beauty knows 
how to reward bravery and fidelity ' ’ 

'Wo are not now to loam the force of Scottish bcanty, or 
the mettle of Scottish valoui,’ said the sheriff of Cumberland, 
courteously ‘ I would it wore in my power to hid these attend- 
aJts upon her who is herself the mistiess of Scottish beauty 
as welcome to England as my poor cares would make them 
But our Queen’s orders are positiie m ease of such an emer- 
gence, and they must not bo disputed by her subject May I 
ronund your Ikbjcsty tliat the tide ebbs fast ? ’ 

The sheniF took the Queen’s band, and she had alieady 
placed her foot on the gangway by which she was to enter tlio 
sbff, when the abbot, starting from a tiancc of gnef and 
astonishment at the woids of the sheriff lushed mto the watei, 
and seized upon her mantle 

'She foresaw it' — shoforesaw it I’ he eiduimed — 'she foresaw 
your flight into her realm , and, foreseeing it, gave orders you 
diould be thus received Bhnded, deceived, doomed pimcess ■ 
your fate is sealed when you quit this strand Queen of Scot- 
land, thou shalt not leave thine hentago ' ' ho continued, hold- 
ing a still firmer grasp upon her mantle, 'tine men shall 
ttm rebels to thy will, that they may save thee from captivity 
or death Fear not the hills and bows whom that gay man 
has at hiB heek we wiB withstand him by force. 0, for 
the arm of my warlike brother! Boland Avenel, draw thy 
sword I’ 

The Queen stood irresolute and fri^tened — one foot upon 
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to oommumcote respecting the W 

taiv -vovi -mil vrillrngly l«toa to, but nhidi nill be also loma 
Sid me, as thebusband of his nearest rdatiye, some interest 

” KSSto “«d p»»4» ^ -f ri±d 

aside, and addressed him as follows Now look, Master 
Bolimd, that you do not let any Papistno nonsense lure cither 
thepnestor pu from the nght quany 
bore yourself as a bit of a gentleman Read that, mi. thank 
God that threw old Abbot Boniface m oui way, m two of the 
Scyton’smen were conreying him towards Dundrennan here 
Wo searched him for intelligonco concommg that fair c-cploit of 
jours at LochloTeu, that has cost many a man his life, and mo 
a set of sore bones, and w o found what is better for your pur- 


pose than outs' , . ^ , 

The papoi which he gave was, mdeed, an attestation by 
Father Phihp, subsenbing himself unworthy satnsUn and 
brother of the house of St Mary’s, statuig, ' Tliat under a sow 
of secrecy ho had nmted, in the holy sawament of mamage, 
Julun Awonel and Catherine Gneme, but that Julian having 
Rented of his union, ho, Father Philip, had heen sinfully pro* 
lailcd on him to conceal and disguise the same, accordmg 
to a complot devised hctwixt him and the said Julian Arencl, 


whereby the poor damsel was induced to believe that the cere- 
mony had been performed by one not m holy orders, and having 
no authont^ to that effect, which smful concealment the 
imdersigncd couceivcd to bo the cause why ho was abandoned 
to the misguiding of a water fiend, whereby he had been under 
a spell, which obhged him to answer every question, even touch- 
ing the most solemn matters, with idle snatches of old song^ 
betides being sorely afflicted with rheumatic pams ever after. 
IVhercforo ho had deposited this tcstificate and confessioD, with 
tlio day and date of the said mamage, with his lawful supenor, 
Boniface, abbot of St Mary's, su5 stgillo eanfmtemt ' 

It appeared by a letter frem Julian, folded carefully up with 
the certificate, that the Abbot Bomface had, in effcot, bestirred 
himself m the affair, and ohtamed from the baron a promise to 
Blow his mamage , but the death of both Julian and his hi- 


of the &te of their unhappy offspnng, and, above all, the good 
fathers listless and inactive disp^tion, had suffered the matter 
to becomo totally forgotten, until it was icoalled by some acm- 
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dcntul coiivciKitiou vith tbo Abbot Ambrosins canoonung tho 
fortunes of tho Avonol family At the request of his bucccssotj 
tho quondam abbot mode search for it; but) as ho would leceiTO 
no assistance in looking among the few icoords of spiritual 
oxpciicnces and important confessions uhioli he had conscien- 
tionsly treasured, it might have lemoiued fm ever hidden 
amongst them but for the more octne rescaiidies of Sir Hal- 
bert Glcndinning 

'So tliat you aio like to be heir of Avenol at laat^ llaster 
Roland, aftoi my loid and lady have gone to their place,’ said 
Adam, 'aud as I haio but one boon to ask, I trust you \m11 


not nick me u ith nay ’ 

' Not if it bo in my powoi to say "yes," my trusty fnend ’ 

‘ IVlij then, I must needs, if I live to see that day, keep on 
feeding the eyases with unu ashed flesh,* said Woodcock, sturdily, 
yet as if doubting tho reception that his request might meet 
Mith 

‘Thou slialt feed them uith what yon list foi me, said 
Roland, laughing, ‘I am not many montlis older tlian when 
I loft tho castle, but I tinst I have gathered wit enough to 
OIOSS no mail of skill in his own vocation ’ , », 

‘Then I would not olinnge places with tho King^s falconOT, 
said Adorn Woodcock, ‘noi with tho Queen’s neither, but they 
aoy showill bo mmved up, and never need one I see it 
you to think of It, and I could giievo for com^y , but w tat 
help for It! Fortune will fly her own flighl^ let a man halloo 

himself hoarse ’ , . i 

'rhe abbot and Roland 
formoi was tenderly lecoived by his 
wept for loy to find that m her favounto orphan she 
to^ the mIc Burvivmg bmndi of hoi ow n faii^y 
Glendmningand liis household wore 

Sc ehange%h.ch a bncf acquamtance ^^^the wmld had 
produced m then foimer inmate, and ‘ 

to b. uto » jns toC 

adciation winch was readily and ^ 

inebned, and tho departure of the good abbot for Fia eo, 
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tlie puipo^e o{ entering into some house of his older m that 
kingdom, remored his chief objection to lenovmcing the Catholic 
faith Another might have existed in the duty irhich he owed 
to Magdalen Gneme, both by both and from gratitude But 
he learned, ere he hod been long a resident in Arcncl, that his 
granchnothcr had died at Cologne, in the performance of a 
penance too scTere foi her age, vrhieh she had taken upon hci- 
self in behalf of the Queen and Chnich of Scotland, so soon as 
she heard of the defeat at Langsidc Tlie zeal of the Abbot 
Ambrosiuswas moie regulated , but he retired into the Scottish 

coment of , and so lived theic that the fratenuty were 

luclmcd to claim for lum the honours of canonisation But he 
guessed their purpose, and prayed them on his death-bed to do 
no honours to the body of one os sinful os themselves , but to 
send his liody and his heart to bo buned in Aseucl buml-aislc, 
in the Monastery of St Itlaiy’s, that the last abbot of that 
celebrated house of devotion might sleep among its rums * 
Long befoic that period arrived, Roland Avcnel was wedded 
to Cathciinc Scyton, who, after two years’ icsidenco with her 
unhappy mistress, was dismissed, upon her being subjected to 
cl^cr restraint than hod been at first exercised She retunicd 
to her fathci’s house, and as Roland was acknowledged for the 
siicccssoi and lawful hen of the ancient house of Avenol, gicatly 
increased ns the estate was by the proiidcnce of Sii H.ilbcrt 
Glcndiiining, there occuned no objections to the match on the 
]^it of her family Her mothci was icccntlj dead when she 
first entered the convent, and her father, in the unsettled 
times winch followed Queen JIaiy's flight to England, was not 
averse to aii alliance with a youth who, himself loyal to Queen 
^lary, still held some influence, through means of Sii Halbert 
Glciidinning, witli the party in power 

Roland and Cathenne, thcicforc, were united, spite of tlicir 
dificnng f.utlis, and the AMiitc Lady, whoso apparition had 
Ixicn inficqncnt when the house of Avend seemed verging to 
extinction, was seen to spoit by hci haunted well, w'lth a zone 
of gold aiound her bosom as broad os the baldnck of an carl 

* ScoBomloftlie AbbotsUeart ID t1ieA\eiiolAtole» KoteSS. 
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Note 1 — Glbvdoxittst ov GvRysnasvrmiF, p 2G 

This ttes a house of anoient dosoont and suponor consofmenee^ ineludinc 
penoufl who fought at Bannookbum and Otterbum^ and <uo8^ oonneoM 
oy ohiancQ and friendship with the groat Saris of Douglas The knight in 
the story argues os most Scotsmen would do in his atnation^ lor all m the 
same clan ore popularly considered os descended from the same stools and as 
hoTittg a right to the anoestrol honour of the chief branch This opmon, 
thoDw sometunes ideal, u so strong, even *it this day of innoration, that it 
may oe observed os a national difference between my countrymen and the 
English If you ask an En^^shman of good birth whether a porson of iho 
same name be connected with him, be answers, if tn duZito^ *Ko, he is a 
mere namesake ’ Ask a similnr qnesbon of a Soot— mean a Sootsmmr— ho 
replies, *He is one of onr dan , i daresay there is a relafronkhip, though I 
do not know how distant ' The Englishman thinks of discountonancmg a 
species of nvaliy in society , the Scotsman’s answer is grounded on the 
a n cie n t idea of s^ngthezung the 


Note 2 — Bao for Hawks’ Meat, p 65 

This same b*ig, like ovorything belonging to falconry^ was esteemed on 
honourablo dutmotion, and worn often by the nobility and gentry One of 
the Somervilles of Camnetbon was c^ed sir John with the Bed Bag, because 
it was hiB wont to wear his hawiing-poueh corored with satin of t^t colour 


Note 3 — Oell of Sr Cuthbbrt, p 6D 

I may hm observe, that this u entirely an ideal scene St Cuihbert, a 
” ynoMhed aanebfy, had, no doubts several places of woi^p on toe 
L L?* fioonshed whilst hviiig , but Tillmonth Chapel is the only one 

'’'Moh bears Kime reaemblaaco to the hermih^ described m the text It bos, 
indeea, a ww, famous for gratifyiDg three wishes for every worshipper who 
sbaU quaff the frantain with aulfiment behof lu its efficaqy At this Qiot the 
RP - 5? have landed in hia stone coffin, m which he soiled down the 

iweea from Mehoso, and hero the stone coffin long lay, in evidence of the 
Jtencis Blake Delaval is said to have taken the exact 
meosura of the coffin, and to hare Ascertained, by hydrostatic principles, that 
w might Imve actually swum A profane farmer in the neighDonrhood 
atmrancod his intention of oonveltu^r this lost bed of the saint im a trongh 
lOT nis mne , but the profanation was rendered impossible, either by wo 
mine or by some pions vc^ry in bis behalf, for on the foBowing monung the 

XiUmouta Chapel, with these points of lasemblance, hes, hovrerer, in 
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“ »SM» Malrose whieh (be miipossd cell 
of St Cauiben u Kud to lukTO borne toivorde TTAnnn^nhftif 


Noib i —Qoaa saxtil, p 83 

The cotnpansoiL la taken fraoa aoue beantiflal Tones an an old faaDod, 
aatitiad 'SVntao Foodiago,’ pnbliahed m tbo JUimlrel^ nf tie SaOCak. Border 
A deposed queen, to preaerro bor infant son froin the tcoiton irbo Inne dam 
bu father, exohangiiu nun mth the ftinialo oSkpnne of a foithfnl friend, and 
goes on to dueet the edncation of the o^dren, and the pn\ato og^ by 
vhich the parents are to hear news eieh of hor mm offipnng 

And ye niflnn leotn my ptr gou hawL 
BiahtTcelto braustasteed. 

And X sail lean yonr tnitla doir. 

As ireel to writs and read 

And ye niann lean my jw iioas bank 
lb wteld both bow and oiniid, 

And I nil leant yonr tnrile don, 

Ibhygowd m'berliand 

At UrV and market wben we meet, 

Hell date malie nu atonib 
Bnt, 'l}ame,Iunrdaeaffiynvaoasbawk>* 

■ytadamc, bow doea m} don ;* 


VoEB 6 —Tfranmn of Bt BnmiFT, p lOi 

M ake iho coll of St Cnthbert, » an mmpinnty acono , but I took dho 
eoa of tbe desolation of Uto intcnor from a story told mo by mj 
father In bis youth— it may be near eighty yows mnee, as ho n« tom to 
1728-^10 hud oacaamn to msit an old ledy who rosidod in a Bordor castlo of 
considemblo renown Only ono Tory Imntod por^ of the ontensno nun; 
sulbeod for tho aooommodation of tho inmotos, end my fhtbor amowd himself 
by wondering through the part that w oa untoimnted In a *"'“6 
toTing ncMj adomod with nroboa end drorj 
IniSentock of Uny, to which oalToa were helping ttomaolw from op posit e 
mdre As my father tnis scaling nnnons 

boond tan up before huu, and piSaWy wm th. 

the oramnl fall throngh a trap ttoor, or apw+nro in tho at^thns wimm^lm 
dangor of tho Sacout Aa the dog eontimtod hoali^f^ a 
r r inf mT ffithoT cot tfac oW butlor, wM alono IcnoTi mcjjt of Ibo 

tho oiatlcfto im^ock a sort of itablo, m which 
fn„„A Bnfn flYirt Mniiid ibo plftco boms flllod ^th tho suno cotntn<^itf which 
Ka^hettrf’A^^rwfich had rendered tho dog a fall an cog 


Koxb 0 — Niiif OF Kent, p 109 



Soalh 0^ Homy Vin for liw ™ jj- 

to bo a boUovcfe 

Sots 7 — Hinnwa Maas, p 117 

InOa«ioUcco«itrma,ino.derto reconeilo tho plmmnres of tho great wUh 
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Hn olaemmios nliguni, itma oonmon, when t patterns bent fer the 
obese, to celebmie mts, ebndgod and maimod eC its ntes, called a bnstmg 
mass, the bnnty e{ vbuhiias designed to oocretpond the mpotienee 
of Che andunce. 


Noes 8 — iSBOi OF Unmsox, p lU 

Wo lean, from no lees antbenty than that of Napoleon Bonaparte, that 
ben IS but a smglo atop betueen the enblnno and ndienkms , and it la a tinn- 
ntion bom one estieme to another to tec; easy that the Tulgar of every 
dagroeanpoeuhadycaptnatodmthtt Thnat^mdinataontolaughheoiHnos 
nacontrollablo vrhen the aolcmnit} and grnnty of tim^ place, and omnun- 
etaneei render it pocnharly mproper Some neeioa of graeni license, him 
that whicb inspicM the ancient Saturnalia, or the modom Carmral, haa bem 
oonunonly mdnlgcd to the people at aS tnoes, and in almost all conntnoa 
But it naa, I fhmk, poenlior to &e Boman Catboho Chntcb that, vhile they 

eiudiod hoT to render thoir ohnreh ntca imposmg and mognideent, by all that 

pomp, mnaic^ arcbitoetnre, and external display conld add to them, they nenrw 
tholoes conmved, upon epeeial occaaiona, at the frohetof t^ rude vulgar, nho, 
■n almost aU Catholic ceuntnee, enjoyed, or at least aasumed, the piiv^ 
maUng acme lord of the revoli, who, under ^e name of the Abbot of nnccaaon, 
u "7 Btabop, or the Fresidenb of Fools, oecnincd the diurchet, profimed 
tho hmy pbees by a mode imitation of the eaenid titea, and nmg n^ecent 
pircdiea on hymns of the ebnrdi Tho mdiSerence of the oleigy, oron ahen 
tbj® pmor ma geeatest, to the indocoat oxhibitionB, vrhich th^ nlnuya 
toloratri, and eemotimea enconmgod, forma a strong contnat to the aonaiUvo- 
noaa mth irhich they tognrded any aonooa attempt, by preadung or vmtniit, 
toimpoadi anj of ^ dootnnea of tho obnnh It c^d only bo 
V the simito apathy mth rrhadi thoy endured, and often admired, tho giinis 
Ctaucor, ^u^, Bimccio, Bandollo, and otheta composed 
ijion the bu m^ of the dorgy It teems as if the dmrehmen m bi& m- 
compromiM mth tho laity, and allomid thorn 
S5“S ” ‘™®“’ huuiour b) indsoent tatiro, provided thoy 

abatain from any grave question iSineoming tho fonndoiini of the 
do^nm onj« was erected inch on immonto fabtio of occlonastical power 
a, thMh cen^ oatumed a ror) diflorcnt appearance tb toon 

iJia. k!?**"* doctnnea began to provail , and the hoonw^ch thoir toro- 





NOTES 


'n**'™* hesitation, and, draEBing him to 
c«npd^ bun to^wto tho 
JmniorBon, tho Abbot of Dn^aain pro. 
BwuuM that ^ WiOiaig Itu^andt ma not rot mffim mtlr bathed, and 
thsrefora caused bia nsmstonta to laj bun on hu taick m the straun, n^dueb 
Him m tbo mti^otoiy and pt^cot manner Mio nnfortnnato apparitor 
WM tOM eondueted baolc to the mureb, tAero, far hia rcfresbincnt after hu 
mth, the letters of axeotnmiuucntion nore tom to pieces^ and steep^ in i 
houl of mm , the mock abbot being probably of opinion that a tou^ponh 
ment ma bnt dry oabw, laaglonda mia eompelM to oat tbo lotfon and 
smllow the mne, and dismiesea by the Abbot of Unreason, mth tho comfort- 
able assurance tha^ if any moro snob letters should amro during tho continn 
ance of his ofSo^ ^th^y should a* gang the same gate,* t r go the same road 
A sunilor socno oeonrs botinxt a sumner (d toe Arhop of Roohestor and 
Earpool, tho semnt of Lord Oobham, in tho old plaj of^r Join (Hdeatth, 
uhen the former compels tho chnreh officer to eat b» mtatiDn The dialcgno 
contains most of the jests which may be supposed ippropinto to such an 
oxtruordinvy occasion 

irorpoof ICarry, sir, is tins pnecss psrchinentt 
Sunuer Tea nunj is it 
Ifatpool And thu seal rmxf 
Atussr Itlsso 

i/a»ool If UiH be pirelunea^ and this bo ms, eat }0U this paiOhnient and nax, 
orl nrulmskaparclroientorjoiirslJjiiaiidtwatjonrbralBsintomx Sbnbbiuanir, 
disniteh— dsroiir, sirrdi, dnanr 

Smner I am mj I,onI of Soebests's samasr, I cams to do my alter, an) tboe 
Shalt awirer it 

BdmoL Biinli, no isilnic, but bobilie tlmstf to thy tr^th. Ibon shslt art no 
mmo tlnn fhoo bnneest mui thee Tboabnnsestitforiii} lord, and vilt then bring 
m> lord worm tinn «ina « lit cat thisoin , 

ffimsrr Sir, I broBcbt it not in} lord to eat 

JfoipoeL 0 ,doyoubir mo noet Allsonolbrtlnt, nlimta ion eat It for bring 
Ing it 

ottmuT I cftnoot csit IL 

JIamot CSayoeiiot? IBIdood, ill bestyon till yoahsieaetomuhl [Btnlehm 
aumner Ob, hold, bold, good Mr Semng men, 1 0111 Milt 

Hatpool BeeIumpliigibedieiring,rir,orImlIidicHyaa,)DaTngae nnigbmx 
u tbe purestortbe hone« 



honest I ^ 

ii^ «lueh»^eri BiSio'rtcr Chnre!i,'HilKi It 

Suxarr Ob. I sin almost ebotcd—l niD Simon ehcMd 1 , , .v 

Horpool. 'Wlioe oithin there* srill }OU abamo ro) lorl* Is them no beer in tbe 
boosaflliitler, I soy 

Cnltr uoTUik 

*^«W5W^*«?fer,ActHBe«..« 


Nott 9 — Thb nom-HOiisB, p 120 

This exhibition, tbo phy-maro of Scotland, stood biph among 
riSs It mSt bo cowfully separated from the woo&n clmtgen whah 
^nush ont our antsoncs it gives nso to Ilainletb ojacuhtion— 

Dot oil, but Ob, the lolib} bone Is iingol’ 

Then IS a vetT comic scono in 

PW?whcre H^o-on liigh Bomb}, a Pontan tebblcr, rcfium to donee with 
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the liobfay-harae There vos much dtfficolif and great ranetj in the motions 
vlnch the hobby-horse ims expected to e^bit 
The learned hit Ddnce, who has coatribated so moch to the illiisttshoa of 
our theatncd ontiqmtiee, his given ns a fill aoconnt of this pageant, and the 
bntl^no horsemanship which it pnetued 

‘The hobbj-horse,' says Ur Donee, ‘was represented by i man equipped 
with ns mneh pasteboard as was suffloiont to form the head and hmder pa'is 
of a horse, the quadcaped.il defects being conceited by a long mantle or toot- 
cloth ^t neatly tonched thogronnd The performer on this oocasian, exerted 
idl his sidll m bnrlesqno horsemanshm In Sampson's play of the Voi'-irealer, 
1636, a miller personates the hobby-horse, and ne'iig angry that the mayor of 
the mfyis pat m compebhon with him, exeliims, ‘ l«t the major [mavor] 
play the hobby-hetse arnemg his hrathren, an ho will I hope oar town-lads 
cannot wont a hobby-horse Hare I practised my re n^ my careers, my 
pmnekers, my ambles, my fhlse trots, my smooth ambles md Canterbnry paces, 
and shall miker major pot me besides the hohhy-hurse 2 £hivo I botro—cd 
&o for^orsD faeUs, fais plomes, his braTones , nay had his mane new shorn 
and fronted, and shall the major pat me besides the hobby-horse 1 ” '—Donee's 
lUstlmlioiu, vol II p 468 


Norn 10 — B EHts s B ir a nos or Boma Hood aso Litelb Jobst, p 121 

The representation of Bohm Hood was tho darling Uay-came both m 
England and Scotland, and doabtless the faroniits persomfication was often 
nmre^ when the Abbot of Unreason, or other pretences of frolu^ gars on 
Tumstuil degree of hcense 

Tho Pnitestant clergy, who had formerly reaped advantage &om the onpor- 
tcmties which these sports o&iarded them of ducctmgthctrown satire arm tho 
ndionle of the lowor orders agamst the Catholic Ghnich, b^n to fiid that, 
when these pniposes were served, their favonrito pastimes deprived them ef 
the wish to attend dmno worship, and disturbed the feunO of mmd in Which 
it can he attended to advantage The eolcbrsted Bishop Latimer gives 1 very 
naive aoconnt of tho maimer m which, bishop as he wus^ be fonnd bimmlf 
uimpcllcd to give place to Bobin Hood and bis followers 

*1 camo once mjrsclfe to a place ndmg on a jonmoy brnnewnrd from London, 
and I sent wordonir niglit mto the uwne that I wonld preach thero m tho 
marmng, because it was holiday, aud methought it was 1 hoiudayes woihe The 
church stood m my way, and 1 tooko my boiso and my commqy, and v ent 
thither (I thonght 1 dionld have found a great company m uo chun^l, and 
when I came tCrara the eburch doato was fast toefced I ^otiyed there tu^c an 
houtc and more At last tho Ley was found, and one of the pinsh comes to me, 
and siyA bnsie day with ns, we cannot heare you , it is Bobm 

Hoad's day The pinsh ate gone abnnd to gather for Bolnn Hood 1 pray 
yon let tiiom not ” I wis fame there to gtvo place to Bohm Hood Itbought 
my rochet should have been regarded thou^ I were not , bat it would net 
servo, it was fame to giro place to Bobm Hood’s men. It is no laughing 
matter, my fncuds it is weeping matter, a heavy matter— a heavy nutter. 
Under the piotsneo for githermg for Bobm Hood, a triytonr and a theofe, to 

S ut ont a preacher, to have his ofBec lessc evtcemed, to prefcire Bobm Hood 
cforo the mmistritioa of God's Word , ind oil th& hath come of nnpreaelrTg 
prelates This realme hath been lU provided for, that it hath hid snmi corrupt 
judg^onfs m it to preterre Bobm Hood to God's WonL '—Dulqp XatiettrA 
Sam Simm Mvn Atay Eiamd TI ' 

While the Imglish Protestants thus preferred the outlaws pageant to tbo 
preaching of their excellent bishop^ too Scottish Galvimstic ctei^, with the 
ccle^ted John Ehox at their h^, and bached by the anthoii^ of tbo 
magiEtratea of Bdmbnrgh who had of late been chosen exetnsively nom this 
perty, fonnd it impossmlo to control the rage of the populace, when tccy 
XI aS 
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KOTES 


^ of pr«n„hnp a*:, of 

p.SiiSMs&jsiaia.assjas^'^sri:’ 
s^fc^^rsss^iiarasKJt ' 


L t-ilnof bofor, 
I put him to tbs 

of xn rr-ift..7i, r ~F “"» *» bo honffll foT TO sud ciTmc Andifacdcannu 

of > e enftia nin, feanng nrad jmit ooliriat oaof if to hudb of jc 

S •‘Is r«inmt John Kno*. minKter; for Cfcbooiui: 

of lom. ™to ye tTmo Tni enld idrertc < 
liOMDakeyruor ^dyan,if it ircshismTrd‘indinny’thc<baiiMN) 
ai^onit Tpoiin, to said d^conis and crafti^aa sonld cdiitot Inin ^al^e 
qnha nnsireiit, yit yn cnld na xmT stogie yo cxecuhonn of in^ico Oi ban 
yc bmo of to «id mncr nuns Itanjnng’ iiiprochit and nt yo h*ngn."n ire» 
cnm to yo jibhat with yo Icdder, Tpouuo jc ql). yo said coidinaw shotiU ban, 
bono hangit, one eortoino and ranancnt cnft sihilder, gnhi tres not to to 
corM with jra said GiUiono, ffor to said ftobcne Hindo s nfiiffCj and Tin* in* 
asastars and faiotan^ past to mpjfnt*, and lai brak down to ti tl iihlat. 
and yan chncit JO toid proTosi, hnilhcs, and Alrar Guthne, in ae said 
AIcTandon acnhng-bnith, and held yamo yninn , and yairefter psA to yo 
toibiiyt^ and liocans tbo aamyno was stoikih and onnawaj cs ciila p.t the fcci^ 
thairof, thaibrako tho eaid tolbnith dore with fouro hanbcn* pcrfoivo (ibo 
said prorest and haillics Inikand thairon) and not onlio put thar tbo said 
GiUone to frcdomo nnd hbertie and lirocht him furf li of the said tdimit, hot 
alsna tho ramanent prasonans Iicinsr thainntill And this done, the asid 
eriftismen's servnnds^ with tho said eondompnit cordonar, past donn to the 
Kethuhow, to hare past iiirih thairat , hat liecaus tho sammo on tbair 
eummfr tbairio wes elasit, that past rp tgrtno the Jlttt Stn.it of the satl 
honiprhe to tho Cnstdl hil^ ond in this mend rmo the midis prorext and kvlbes 
and thair asristans hcinj: m the wntbn^hmlh of tho mid Ahxr Gntbre, 

E ist and entont in tho mid tolhnyt and in the mid mmndis [assaco rp tbo 
10 Stmt, then sehoto forth thainif at thame anr dnir, ami hurt one serrand 
of tbo said didder This boin^ done, ihair wes nathinir Tthir Init tl o one 
portio sehntcand out and castand stanis fnrih of the and talhiirt, and the 
Tthcr pa rtio sehntcand hoithuttis in the mme ajane An} sna the craft * 
men’s scrrandis, ahone wntten, held and nicIo*it the said pnnest ami boiUics 
continewalho in the mid tolhujlh, frac three himn* eftemoae qnhill nneht 
honnsat eTCD,andaainanof the said town prensitfstcntjio rcliere ihair«a il 
proT^ and bailies. And than thni send to tho maistcrs of tho Cnstcll [cmfns- 
menl to cans tham if tliai mTchi stay tho said isTTandis qnha maid nnc 
manor to doe the same, Imt thai could not Iinni; the same ton"0 Cnall cpd, Ifor 
the said servand wold on nowayes stay fra, quhill that had rerempt- the linrtm;: 
of uno of them , and th upoftertlio cons*aMo of the Castill como down tl.air»ra 
and he with the mid maistcn trcatit Itetrix the mid ptiss in tins mini* — 
Slat the m d pros out and liaillios mil rennt IdJ•cllaIJp ^3 to the said cw s 
chdder all actionn, errme nnd offens tbatthai had coniroiltiloinnis thame 
in any tymo hjgane and hand oldasl tliamc nenr to p xs>rw them tliaiifo’ , 
and As commandit thaw maistcrs to tvmiie them anno in tlttir «i.rvice* as 
thai did befoir And tins boms pmclimrt at the mcrcalcniw, tliai scaht, erd 
tbo scud provcsl ^nd biillic 5 come furth of tho ^mc c*Cw o»o c c, 

John Knor, who writes at laigo upon this tumnlk infiirnisi s it wa * i-F it-ol 
hythodcicons of crafts whiv rc«cntmp the suiwont Z 

hTthomn^ratcswonldaieldnonssixlancotopntdown t’n. tun alt. Tln» 

V ,.1 fill, TnnHimt dnaeons 'con lit tin 



persons were cioommnricatcd for this outrajm, i 
hrdinanecs till they hail made satisfailion. 
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Note 11 —‘The Pup, mat Paoak,' p 132 

Thcso nido rhpiOB aro talrni, Tnfb tnflme attoiahoD& from a balhd called 
‘Tnm-go-tn'r ' It occoia in a smgular oollaatiom entitled ^ne CinniMadioiw 
BtdUmOoily and SpinimU, 8on^ CaUtCM out af SundnePatiet of the Scrip- 
till e, tr«& Sunane pother BaUata Cbar^td out of Pnipbttne Saagtafm Awi/dvag 
of&niie aad Herfotne, mihAwmioiiaiian, of Sondrit Ovde ana Qodty Ballatci 
£dinlniig1i,pcmted by Andre Eburt This canonBLoUeotion baa been reprinted 
in Afr John Graham Dalyoll'e Seoltuk Poena of the IStk Cimtiirjr. Edin 1801 


Noif 12 — lEABniii OF Em Brnns ro ester a Eodsb 
n s ra vi T E D, p 143 

There u a popular bohef reapecting enl apunta, that they eannot enter an 
inhabited houae nnleaa innted, nay, dragged over the threahold Tbtre la an 
ina^ce of the aame anperahtion in the Tala of the Oenn, irhere an onehantor 
la anpmed to hare mtrnded himadf mto the divan of the aultan 

‘"tena," aaid the lUuatnona Mianar, “lot the enemies of llaliomet bo 
diamayod < but inform me, 0 ye sages ' under the semblnnce ot irhieb of your 
hrethi^ did tliat foul endianter gain admittance here t " “ May the lord of 
myhear^'’anaueredBahilu, the hermit of tho faithful from Queda, “tnnmph 
over all his foes * As I traiellcd on tho mountains from Queda, and saw 
neither the footsteps of hoosta, nor the flights of birds, bdiold, I chanced to 
pass through a oaiern, in irhoao hollow aidos I fonnd this aceursod aage, to 
whom I umoldod the invitation of the Sultan of India, and we, jmiung, 
igurnoyed toward tho divan , bnt ere wo entered, he said nnto me, ‘Put t% 
hand forth, and pull mo toward thee into tho dnan, cnlhng on the name of 
Mahomet, for the enl apints are on me, and vex mo ’ 

I have undentood that many parts of these flne tales, and m particular 
that of the Sultan Mianar, wore taken from genmne Oriental sources by tho 
editor, Mr James Bidley 

But tho moat pictaresquo use of this popular belief occurs m Coleridge’s 
beautiful and tqpwlising fragment of Chrattdiel Eos not onr own imogmative 
poet cause to fear that fotvve ages wiU desire to summon him from ms place 
of rest, as Milton longed 

To call up him, who left half told 
The eton of Cambuscan hoIdT 

Tho vorscs I refer to are when Chnetabal conducts into her father’s castlo a 
nqstenoua and maloralent being, under the guise of a distressed female 
stranger 

The\ etosa d the moat, and Chnetahel 
Took the key that ntM well , 

A litQo door she open'd etral At, 

All In the middle of the gate, 

1 he gate that wna iron'd within end wtthont, 

Ifheie an army in battle orma liad mnndid onb 

The led} eenk, belike thro' pom, 

And Cmiatabel with might and mom 
failed her np, a weary weight, 

Oior tlis thiesliold of the pte 
Tlien tlie lady nac ogam. 

And moved os she were not In pain 

So free Dram danger, Itee Ihrni Itsr, 

Thn enu'd the court — ncht glaa they wera 
And Ohnstahel deaootly cried 
Totholad) byhereide 
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yoiEs 




At bait he ii!eT*d before the spear meiif 
And ^7 gaithed in thor gar nea ,— 
ht>«n)ometSi Jacks, and sironb shone clear then, 
UkeoiqrUad. 

2?osr cha shall (dajr before SIC ireir men, 

Sines Babbtss dead ' 


Sazz 19 — Encsi Ciuic^ p 2i& 

liord Chfef'CoonntGeianer Adam, in the jear 1817, fonned lahat «ns called 
a Blair-Adani Clnl^ eona^mg ol £b' 'ffalts Scott and n fetr other fhends, 
Tho assembled oncea* 7 car at Bhur-Adam Hons^ near the shores of Locb- 
levcD. Xn his Amaueaun the Lord Chief-Comsuasioner, Then refemng to 
the nnoiqrinaiis pnblieatioii at the Waredey Iforel^ rerards the follomns' 
anecdote: — ‘'What con&rined, and nas eortenilyineant todisdosetomethe 
author, iras the mention of the Kieiy Cnus% a pichncMne piece of scenerj m 
the grounds of Slair-Adain, as heSngm the nomitp of Eeltr Bridge, the 
of Anchtermacbty, the Kinross earner It ants onlf an intimate fnend of the 
family . rhoconld knor- an*dhtng of tho KioiTCImigsoriis nnmo, and 
both the seeneiy and the name had attractions fccmr 'Walter 

■Atonr first meeting after tho pnbheation of the AIM, when the party 
ms asscmbTod on tho top of the r^ tho Chief-Baron Bhepherd, loolcing Sir 
WnltcrfnUin the fiiea and otnmimig his staff on the cromid, said, ^'pr, 
Sir Walter, I think we bo npon the top of the Kieiy Cmigs tar Walter 
preserrcd tirofonnd rilenoe , ont there was o censenms lookup down, and n 
oonsideinblo elongatioa of nis npper hp*— BlairiAdam limit, 18^ p xxzr , 
and LocLhart*s Jjife af Ssctt, toI. ti. p 264 (Xoiap) 


Saa 20 — Mothep Xicseves, p 2S3 ^ 

This was the name mTtn to the grand STother Witch, Jbo teij Hecate rf 
pmndar mpi^tion Her name was bajowcd, m one or tro 
instanceis upon Boiceresses, who were held to resemble her ly thoir snpenor 
skill in ' Hell's blaek grammar ’ 



Kora E.-SBm»SED CobSHBaev AcaiOTt ran Lira of Msbt, p 353 

A romancer, to n» aSeot to h ptoisg|^m ^ to^^g|toJ^» hfi^S^arv 


Generally a disj 
tnnffied romia the 


Kora 23 — Mctjmd Mas, p 866 
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on on (macnfc pieco of iron iho roprosontoben of ft robbor ibn^ oocoutredi 
ondoft^onnDg to n'otco hta a houBO, and opposed by a mastiff^ to 

nbom bo ur^mn (Nonfood Tho motto is j^penitf Ttispirtofa 

firo giftto said to bavo bdlongod to Archbi^op ^laip 


Kote 24 ^Tjis ffonisT, p 8S2 

Sir John Holland's poem of T^e Hwla » bunm to coUoetors 1^ ibo 
bmbftil cditioa presented to the Bontuih ne Cbib by l^fr D&vid Lamg — 

The OTofooo etmtoms remarks by Sir waiter 8cou» nbo naa prosidont of 
tbo clno Tho poem «a8 composed about tbe middlo of tbo centat>. 
and bis gosomliy boon sapped to bo a sahro on Junes U of Bcotlana 
(lamp) 

XoTE 25 — Dntmoim op Qdfpx Mast, p 8S6 

In the dangerons orncditioa to Iherdoonsbiro, Hindobb, tho English 
ambassador, gnes Coal tho following account of Qneon Maryo domonnoor 

*In all these gvboiles, I assure yon, I noior saw bor [the Queen] momcr, 
nereidumaycd, nor neier thought that so much to be mW that I find ^o 
repented nothnm bnt, nhon the lords and otUon, at Invomess, como in tiio 
fDommg from tho natch, that she nns not a man to know n wt hfo it naa 
to he all night m the fields, or to nalk on tbe oan«oi^ay Y^ilh a jack and % 
knipsohallOj ft Glasgow bnoldcr, and a broadsword uvMioira to Cfoil, 
1663 

The wnto of tlioaboro letter sceniB to hn\e folt tbo snmoimpre^sum which 
(hthormo So) ton, m tho tovt, considered os proper to tho Qu^'s prosenco 
among her armed subjects 

'mioQgb we neither tiionght nor looked for other than on that do) to 
hlTo fought or neror— what desporotc blows would not ba\e boon giren, 
when oierv man should hare fovmbt m tbe eight of so noble a qneon, and so 
many fair ladioft our enemioa to hare taken them from ns, and we tosn^o dot 
bonoois, not to bo reft of them, your honour can oaaly jndge ] TAs «ms (0 
Me IR9W [condomed^ ^ 1562 


hlrra !M — Escspe op Quaai Miut from Locmam, p 389 

It IS well known that the emape of Queon ^iry from Lodileren was offoeted 
^ Geoim Dong^ the youngs brother of Bir Wilbain Douglas, tho lord of 
thooastio, bBttlmmmatQaiQuzoitaneosofthe ovent hare boen a go(4 deal 
confnsel owmg to two agents hamm bem cozumrned m it who boro tbo same 

IthssbeenolwayssappoRa tbatGeoigeDongioswasinducedtoabot 
Man's escape bj tho ambitions hope that, by snob semce^e might merit bor 
hand Bnt ms purpose was discoierod by us brother Sir Wilham, ondbewos 
OTpollod from toe castle Ho contuued, notwitbstandiug, to ho\or m too 
neighbourhood, and muntmn ft eorrespondeneo wito tbo roial prisoner and 
otoers m the fortress 

If wo belioTo too English ambassodor Dmry, too Qneen was grateful to 
Geom Dong^as, and even proposed w marriage wito him— a scheme which 
eonld ha^y bo sonoits, amoo sho was iWl the wife of BotoweU, bnt which, if 
suggested at all, mi^tbe witoa pnrposo ofgrahfyiiig the ^gont Murray^ 
^m^on, and propitiating his favour , smcc ho was, it must be remembered, 
toobrotoor xdenno of Gcmge Doi^las, for whom such b^ honour was said 


Tbo ptoposoL if senoudy mode, was treated as inadmissible and Mair 
again resumed her purpose of escape Her failure m her flirt attempt has 
some ptctorowpie particalan^ which might bare been advontageourty intro- 
du^infietitKmattartativo Dmiy sonds Coed too foDowing account of toe 
matter,— 
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seemed so mrudi to increase the interest of the scene that I haTo boon 
nnwilhng to make, m thu particular instance, the fiction grro vay to the foo^ 
mbiehlwMandoiibtodlymfiiioaronir MaeVoan’s system 
it 18 sn^or hoff Edition, irhich^ u eometnoos ft sure guide to tmth, 
in other eases, prone to ims1e* *id ns £a the celobnted fidd of battle at 
KiUiccmnloo, &e terollor w stmek with one of those rugged pllara of rough 
stone, uhich indicate ibo scmics of anciont confiiot A fnend of tho Author, 




burned dotm^m tho hill to olfer hta sornecs os eteerono, and nroceoded^to in- 
form him ihaiDundee woa ^in at that stone, u hieh u os nisoa to his momory 
Bonold,* ansuorod mi fnend, *hon ean yon tell each ft story to a 
stnngort I om son you Imon well enough that Dnndce was killod at a 
oon^onblo ^stance from ibis pla^ near tho honso of Fbscan^, and that 
ibis stono was boro 1^ befon tho battle, m 108S * 'Oich ^ * said 
Bonild. no way aln^h^, ^ and } our bonours m tbo ngbt, and I soo you k«i 
V about it And bo wosm Uled on tho spot neithcii bnt IiTod tiU wo next 
morning , bnt a* tho Ba\on gontlcmcn hko host to hear he uns killod at the 
mat stane ' It is on tho eomo pnsoiplo of plcasmg m} readers that I rotam 
Crookhtono Cestio instil of Caincart, 

If, bowoTor, tbo Author bas takou a hbert) m romoTmg tho actual field of 
battle someubat to the eastward, ho has been tolorabl} stnet m adhonng to 
ibe meidonta of tho ongagommit, as will appear from a comparison of oronte 
m tbo uorel with foiling aecoimb from nn old wntor 

<Tho B^ont was out on foot and til his company, except tbo loud of 
Omugo, Aloxandor Humo of tlandenton, and some Bmerore to the number 
of two nnndrod Tho Laird of Granoo bad alroady nowod tbo ground, and 
with til imt^nable diligonco eaiuoa orery honomnn to tako behind mm a 
fboiman of tho Boat's, to guard behind thorn, and rodo with speed to tiio 
bead of the Langstde Hill, and sot down tbo sett footmen with tiioir enlTonnn 
at ibo head of a stiait Inne. wboro thoro wore wme cottage Iidobob and yards 
of groat advantago lYbicn soldton with thmr Gpntmnnl shot killed diron of 


tbo aauat-guard, led by tho Hamiltcun^ who, conrogiously and fiercely 
aocendiw un tbo bdl, woro already out of breath, when tho Begent’s Taunt- 
guard joinea with them Whore tho worth) Lord Humo fought on foot witii 


:aard joined with them Whore tho worth) Lord Humo fought on foot with 
Its mho in )x% hand Terr manfully, anisted by tbo Laird of Cesfoord, his 
irothoMn-lflw. who helpad him up mm when ho was strueken to tho ground 
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b) many streaks upon h» fnco, by too throwing pistols at him after they had 
boon disohorgod Ho was also wounded with ataroa. and bad many stroaks 
of spean through bu logs , for he and Grange, at ibo joining, oned to let 
their adrsianes fint lay down thoir spoar*, to bear to tb«» . wbu^ spears 
woro so fhitic flxod in too others' jacks, that some of the pisbls and groat 


upon tbo STwan 

* Upon the Ouoon i itdo the Bari of ^j^Io commanded ibo hnttlo, and 
the Lord of Arbroth tho aannt-guard But tho Regent comtmttod to tho 
Laird of Grange tho special care, as bomg on oxponroonted captain, to otorsoo 
meta danger and to ndo to oieiy wmg, to onoourago and make liolp i^cro 
matcH need was. Ito porooiTou, nt tho first joming, tho right wing of 
Bcgentk Taunt-gnard pin bod;, and hko to fi), whereof the greatest part 
were commons ti the barony of Boufrew , wboroupon be rodo to them, and 
told them that their onomy was alrondy tuning their ba^ roquosting them 
to stinr and dolnto till bo shotid bring them fresb men forth of timoattlo 
Wbither nt MU «pQcd be did ndo tiono, and ttid tbo Bogont that the enemy 
were shaken and flying away bchmd tho httlo yilltum, and desired a few 
mimbor of fre^h men to go wiUi bus IVbero ho found enough willing, os the 
Lord liindesfty, the Laird of Lochleron, Bir James Balfour, and all the Biot's 
servants, who followed him with dili^Dce, and romforced that wing which 
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